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The Contents, 


CHAP L 
T «x Introduttion, by Mr. Richard Baxter, p. 17 


- H Mo IT. bt p 

A brief Relation of his early ſetting forth in the Chriſtian: 

Fre. ſwan his Childhood 3 _ ſome Memorials of his firſf 
beginnings, and earneſt purſuit of Learning is the Uni- 
verſity. Written by an eye-witneſs thereof, | P. 18, 


CHAP. II. 
A brief Charader of him, by Mr. Richard Alleine, ſhewsng 
how emmently he was qualified for the Miniſterzal ſervice 
and warfare whereunto he was calledy Þ. 28 


: CHAP. IV: 

Am account of his godly Life aud Prattice, and of the conſe 
of his Miniſtry en Taunton ; giver by Mr. George New- 
ton, the Reverend Paſtor there, whoſe Aſſiſtant he was, p.33 


| CHATS VT ; 
A further Acconnt of his Miniſtry, by way of Sytplement to 
the former : By one of hx Fellow-Lavourers, who was. he 
antimate Friend, P.39 


& H AP. bs A R, 
A full Narrative of his Life from hzs ſilencing to his Death 3 
by hs Widows, Mr. Theodoſia Allcine, x her own wrads ; 
wherein s notably (et forth with what patience he ran 
the Race that was [et before him, and fulfilled the Mant- 
ſtry that he had recerved m the Lord, : P..53 
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The Contents. 


» HS, CHA P. VIL 


Some Notes by another, whoſe Houſe he lodged ny P. 99 
a CHAP. VIE . 

3 intire and exatt Delineation of this Holy Perſon. Write 
ten by one of his familiar Acquaintance : Preſented 4s the 
Portraiture of 4 compleat Goſpel-Minifter, P. 102 

74 CHAP. IX, | 

A few Additions to this Charadter, by his intimate Friend 

Ar. Richard Fairclough, SD * P-123 


_—_— 


ET the Reader know, (to aſſure him that Fa-* 
ion and Partiality are not. the Authors of 
this Hiſtory) that the two full Narratives that 
are nat ſubſcribed, are written by two Confor- 
mable Miniſters of very great ſincerity and abili- 
tics, who were long and intimately acquainted with 


Mr. Foſeph Alleine. 


Nos ts, 


Fader. thou art deſired to take notice, That 
that part of the Life which is drawn up by _ 
Mrs. Theodoſia Alleine, was ſent up by herto a * 
worthy Divine, by him to be publiſhed in his own” * 
priſe, ſhe not imagining it ſhould be put forth in © 
er own words. But that worthy Pcrion, and di- 
vers others, upon pcruſal, ſaw no reaſon to alter 
It, but cauſcd it to be printed as It 18. 


Theſe 
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ot 7-2, 


Theſe Books following are Publiſhed by Mr. 
Richard Baxter; and Printed for Nevil 


- 
. 
. 
. 
- 


Simmons, at the Princes-Arms in Saint 


Pauls Church-yatd; 


1. HE Aphoriſms of Juſtification. | | 
LL 4 2. The Saints —o—_—_ Reſt, in quarts. | 

z Plain Scripture-proof 0 ant Church-memberſhip 
and Baptiſm, in quarts: EL 

4. The right Method for a ſetled Peace of Conſcience, and 
Spiritual Comforts, in 32 DireQions, in od4vo. | 

s. Chriſtian Ces: or, the Agreement of the Aſſocia. 
ted Paſtors and Churches of Worceſter-ſbire, in quarts. 

6. True Chriltianity ; or,Chrift's Abſolute Dominion, ©, 


* In two Afſize Sermions reachr at Worcefter; in twelYes. 


7. A Sermon of Judgment preach'd at Pawls,London, Dec. 

17- 1664- and now enlarged, in zwelves. WP 
. 8. Making light of Chrilt and Salvation, too oft the iſſue of 

Goſpel-Invitations; manifeſted in a Sermon preached at Laws 
yence-Fury in London, inofavo. CE 

9. The Agreement of divers Miniſters of Chiiſt in the 
Connty of Firecfiny for Catechizing, or Perſonal Inftrufting 
all in their ſeveral Pariihes that will conſent thereunto ;' Con- 
taining, 1, The Articles of our Agreement. 2, An Echor- 
ration to the People to [..bmit to this necefſary work, 3, The 
Profeſſion of Faith and Catechiſm, in ove. | 

lo. Guildas Salyianms, The Reformed Pajtor, wv, 
Nature of the Paſtoral Work, eſpecially in private Inſtruction 
aud Catechizing, in oc#avo. © | 
17; Certain _— of Right to Sacraments, and the 
truc Nature of vifible Chriſtianity, in quart. | 

12. Of Juſtification: Four Diſputations clearing and a- 
micably defending the Truth, againſt the unneceſſary oppolt- 
Lions of divers Learned and Reverend Brethrev, in qwarto. 
_ 13. A Treatiſe of Converſion, Preach:d and now publiſhed 
yp the uſe of thoſe that are ſtrangers to a true Converſion,Fe, 

quarto. | = | 

' 14, One Sheet for the Miniſtry, againſt the Malignants of 

all ſorts, | A 3 is. A 


_ n5. A Winding-ſheet for Popery. 

16, One Sheet againſt the Nakers. 

17.-A ſecond Sheet for the Minittry, &'c. 

18. Directions to Juſtices of the Peace, eſpecially in Corpo- 
raticns, to the diſcharge of their Duty to God, 5c. 

19. The Crucifying of the World by the Croſs of Chriſt, 
Oc. in quarto. 

20. A Call to the Unconverted to Turn and Live, and ac- 
cept of Mercy, white Mercy may be had, as ever they would 
find Mercy in the day uf their extremity,from the Living God : 
"To be rcad in Families where any are unconverted, in zwelves. 

21, Of Saving Faith : That it is not onely gradually, but 
Tpecifically diſtin&t fromall Common'Faith, The Agreement 
of Richard Baxter with that very Learned conſenting Adver- 
fary, that hath maintained his Afſrtion by a pretended Con- 
futation in the end of Serjeart Shepheards Book of Sincerity 
and Hypocriſee, in quarto. 

- 22, Diections and Perſwaſions to a ſound Converſion; 
It oc®.2yo. FS | 

' 23. The Grercan Religion diſcovered, at the invitation of 
Mr. Thomas Pierce in his Vindication ; with a Preface, Vindi- 
cating the Synod of Dort from the calumnics of the new Tle- 
#4; and Davza, Feter, &c. and the Puritans, and Sequeſtra- 
209g, &c, from the cenſures of Mr. Perce, in oc#4vo. ao 
© 24. "Confirmation and Reftauration, the neceſſary means of 
Reformation and Reconciliation, in od4vo. 

.25, Five Diſputations of Church-Government, in q#arto.' 

26. A Key for Catholicks, to open the jugling of the Jeſuits, 
and fatishe all that are but truly willing to underſtand, whether 
the cauſe of Roxzan or Reformed Churches be of God; and 
to leave the Reader utterly inexcuſable that after this will be 
a Papiit, in quarto. op , 

27. A Treatiſe of Self-denyal, in qzarto. * | - 

28, His Apology againſt the Exceptions of Mr. 52e, Ker- 
dal, Crandony Eires, L. Moulin, in quartg. .. 8 © © 

29, The unrcaſonableteſs of Infidelity, in fout parts, &5's 
in oef.£0. hp pp ae arr ama ge aaa det " 

35. The Worcefter-ſhire Petition to the Parliament, for the 
Miniſtry of England, defended, Ofc. in'gurrre*> 

31. His Holy Common-Wealth, or Political Apho1iſms, 

__ opening 
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opening the true Principles of Governtgent, Wc; In cdf4ve.. * 
EXN $His Confeſhon rely Tc, in quarto. 

33- His Humble Advice; or the Heads of thoſe ' Ip 
which were offered to many honourable. Members of Parlia. 
ment, (5c, in gquarto, eo. | = 
34 The Qs4kers Catechilin 3; or the L£x4kers queſtioned, 
un quarto. > Eo MEE, 

_ An Account of his preſent 'Tho concerning, the 
Controverſies about the perſeverance of the Saints, in q#arto.. 
36. His Letter to Mr. Drgry far Pacihication, in guarto. 

37. The ſafe Religion ; or three Diſputations for the Re- 
formed Catholick Religiqn,againſt Popery, &c, in ove, 

38. Catholick Unity ; or the only. way, to.bring us all to'be 
of one Religion, 5c. in rwelves. Sago ok 

39. The true Catholick, and Catholick Church deſcribed, 
in zwelyes, Kc. | Ro” 

4o. The ſucceſſive viſibility of the Church, of which Pro- 


. teſtants are the foundeſt Members, &©c, in ocava, 


41. A Sermon of Repentance. 

42, Of Right Rejoycing, 

- 43. A Sermon of Faith before the King. 

44. A Treatiſe of Death, | 

45. The Vain Religion of the Formal Hypocrite, &«. 
In ans Sermons preached at the Abbey in Weſimmnfter, in 
ewelves. 

46, Two Sheets for poor Families, es, 

47. Short InſtruRions for the Sick, a ſbeet- 

48. A Saint, or a Bruit, (Fc, in quarts. .. 

- 49, The miſchief of Self-Ignorance, and benefit of Self 
acquaintance, in ocF4vo. 

50. Univerſal Concord, Wc. in odavo. 
51. The laſt-Work of a Believer, &c, in 2welves. 

'52. The Divine Life, in three Treatiſes.: The firſt, Of the 
Knowledge of God : The ſecond, Of Walking with God : The 
third, Ot Converfing with Godin Solitude, in qarto. : 

53. The Reaſuns Ke the Chriſtian Religion, Ic, 

54+ DireQions for weak diſtempered Chriſtians, to grow 
up into a confirmed ſtate of Grace, 5c, 2. The Characters 
of a ſound confirmed Chriſtian, written to imprint on Man's 
Mind the true Idea or Gonception of Godlineſs and Chrilſtia- 
nity, in gef4y0, Ag : 55. Now 


55. Now or Never in twelves., . . 
© $6. The Life f Falth? three parts, "in gharre. 12 
= 'The Cure 'of Church-Diviſions : © or -Dire&ions for 
. Week Chriſtians' to keep' them 'from "being Dividers, and. 
Troublers of the Church,” in o#avo. ** IR MLT 
.5$. . A defence of the Principles of Love, which are neceſfa-. 
ry to the- Unity and Concord of Chriſtians ; and.are-delivered . 
in a Book, called the Cure of Church Diviſions, ino&#avo. * 
| * 59.: A ſecond Admonition to Mr.\Edwkrd Brgſhaw; writ- 
ten to callhinito-Repentance for many falſe Do&rines,Crimes 
and*eſfiecially fourſcote palpable Untruths ge er gf Fatt, 
deliberately publiſhed by-himi in two ſinall Libels; in which he 
exemplifieth” the Love-killing © and ' depraving Principles of 
Church-Dividers:- And telleth 'the World ro what Men are 
haſining, , when they ſinfully avoid Communion with- true” 
Churches and Chriſtians, for tolerable faults,-in oave. © 
60. The Difference between the Power of Magiſtrates and- 
Church Paſtors, and the Roman Kingdom and Magiſtracy, 
Under the Name of Church and Church Government, ufur..- 
; - ped by the Pope, as liberally given him by Popiſh Princes, 'in 
KAarto, : , oY Fi 4 
, 61. The Church Told of Mr. Edward Bagſhaws Scandals, 
and warned of the, dangerous ſnares of Satan, now laid for 
them, in his Lave-killing Principles, in 9arto, 

*+ 62. The Duty 6f \Heavenly Meditation, in qwarto. : 
63. How far Holineſs is the Deſign of C hrifanity, in 40, 
64. God's goodne&-Vindicated,* with'reſpe& to the Do- 

Arine of Reprobatian and Damnation, in #tvelves, ' | + 

- 65... The Divine ny homo, of the Lord's Day, in ofFa'vo. 

"-66. *More Reaſons ter the Chriſtjan Religion, and no Rea- 

ſon againſt it, in rxyelves, 4 


_ [There is now. extant another Treatiſe of Mr. Fol. Alene, 
Entituled, 47 Alarm to Uncomverted Sinners ; with many 
FraQtical Caſes of Conſcience, in od#4vo, . 


- 


There 


re 


\ '. _ few Manths be Publiſhed, 


There is now-in the Preſs, and will ina. . 


Sie er 
CHRISTIAN DirECTosy). 
Or ſum of | 


Practical Divinity.” 
With the Pertinent Caſes of Conſcience, 


BEING 


1. Young Preachers, 


A Promptuary( c_.. ) '2. Maſters of Families) 
and Help C6. ; 3. Private Chriſtians, in . - 
their daily Practice, 


2 


And ſome performance of the requeſt of many 
Foreign-Divines long, fince made. to A. Bp. ' 
Uſper, and publiſhed by Mr. Dury. 


* 4 - heh. 


By Richard Baxter, 56 
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Books Printed for Dorman Newman, at the 
Kings-Arms tn the Poultry, | 


* F; oles, 
PRins New Hiſtory of the Kings of England. 
'  Staplerons Tranſlation of Fuvenal. 


v & 5 Qrarto, 


Monet Piſgah, or a Profpett of Heaven ; Being an Expo-< 
fition on the AN Chapter of the firſt Epiitle'of St. Pawl to 
the Theſſalonians, by Tho. Caſe. 

The Real Chriſtian ; or a Treatiſe of EfeQual Calling ; 
wherein the Work of God, in drawing the Soul to. Chriit, 
being opened according to the Holy Scriptures, ſome things 
required by our late Divines, as neceſſary for a right prepara- 
tion for Ckr:ff, and a true cloſing with Chriff, which hath 
cauſed, . and doth ftill cauſe, great trouble ro ſome ſerious 
Chriſtians,are with due reſpe&ts to thoſe Worthy Men brought 
to the Ballance of the. SanRyary, there weighed, and ac» 

cordingly judged, by Gzles Fermn. X 
. —_— Map's Calling ; or a Treatiſe of making Re- 
ligion ones Bufineſs, wherein the Chriſtian is direfted how he 
may. perform it in his Religious Duties, in Natural Actions, 
In his Particular Vocation, in his Family Direftions, and in 
his own Recreations. By Geprge Swinmech,, late Preacher at 
Great Xz»gbal in the County of Bucks. 

. Ag Expoſition of the Song of Solomon, by Fames Durham, 
late Miniſter at Glaſgow ; with a Preface prefixed by DoQor 
Owen. 25 ifs 

Mr. Caryls Expoſition of the Book of Fob. 

The Smmners Sanitary; or a Diſcovery made of thoſe 
Glorious Priviledges offered unto the Penitent and Faithful 
under the Goſpel ; being forty Sermons on the Eighth Chap- 
ter of the Romans, by Hugh Binning. 

The Qakers Spiritual Court Procaimed, 

Dottor 


Doftor Robert Wilds Letter to 2 Fiieyd in Linden, upon 
rhe receipt of his Majeſties Declaration for Liberty of Caſe 
ence; together with his Poerzca Licentia, or 2 Friendly De- 
bate between a Conformiſt and a Nonconformilt. 


Odtavyoes and T welves. 


Heaven on Earth ; or the beſt Friend in the worſt of Tinigg = 
To which may be added, A Sermon Preached at the Fungpl 
of Thomes Meſely, an Apothecary; with a full account of 
his Converſion, drawn up by his own hand before his death y 
and publithed by F4mes S—— Manitter of the Goſpel. 

A Token for Children ; Being an Exa&t Account of the 


Holy and Excmplary Lives, and Joyful Deaths, of feveral 
Young Children, in two Parts, by Fames Faneway. 


| Memorials of God's Judgments, Spiritual and Temporal ; 
being Sermons preached in London, during the late Viſitation, 
by Nicholas Lockrer. | 


Lazarus Redivivms ; or a Diſcovery of the Tryals and 
Triumphs that accompany the Work of God, in and about his 
People 3 laid open in ſeveral Sermons, by N. Blaze. 

Fenner: four Sermons againſt Popery. 

Biſhop U/bers Life and Death, ; We 

A Plat for Mariners ; ot the Seamans Preacher ; delivered 


in ſeveral Sermons on Fonah's Voyage to Neniveh, by Fobi 
Rither, Preacher of God's Word a Wapping. wt n 1 
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THE 


\ Lite « Death 
Ml! * Of that Excellent Miniſter of Chriſt, 
Mr. JOSEPH ALLEIN, 


| Late Teacher of the Church at Taunton ini 
|  Somerſet-ſhire ; Aſſiſtant to worthy Mr. Newton: 


— 


ry SubjeRs : Ir is moſt eminently Divine, 
as Recording thoſe Works of God, in 
which he moſt Graciouſly condeſcendeth 
| ” unto Man, and thoſe Actions of Men, 

In which they have moſt nearly to do with God ; and Treat- 
F | ing of thoſe Holy Societies, Events, an4 Buſineſſes, in which 

Si God's Holineſs is moſt conſpicuous,and his Honour moſt con- 

"'Y £rned in the World, The Narratives of the great NES 
| an 


[1-188 The Jutroduction, 

*) | SI Hiſtory is both V/zfil and Delightful to 
| = \\ Man kia, ſo Bo Liutss _ all, 

| | #34 R>7 hath the preheminence' in both : for it 

it it be, of eg Treateth of the greateſt and moſt neceſſa- 


OC 


F#l ; (which is the reaſon why Satan bath 


and large Dominions of Alexander,Ceſar,Tamberlainor fudi 
others are but the Portraiture of Phantaſms, and the Relari.. 
on'of the Dreams of Vagrant Imaginations, or of tlie Lifeleſs 
motions in a Poppit-Play, where there is much ftir to little 
purpoſe till the Play be ended ; further than the: Mat. 
ters of God, and of the Church, and” Mens everlaſting con. 
cernments,are compreherided in them. The report of one Souls 
Converſion to God, and of the Reformation of one Family,' 
City, 'or Church, and of the noble Operations of the b 
_—_ by which he brings up Souls to God, and conquereth 
World, the Eleih, arid the' Der il ; the Heavenly Com. 
munications of God unto Sinners, for their Vivification, IL 
lumination, and holy Love to God, and to his Image, are fo 
far better than the Stories of theſe grand Murderers, and Ty-- 
rants, and their great Robberies, and Murders, called Com 
gueſts, as the Diagnotticks of Health are than thoſe of Sick- 
nels: Or,as it is more pleaſant to read of the Building of Ci- 
ties, than of their ruins ; or of the Cures of a Phylſitian, 
than of the hurts done by Robberies and Frays ; yea, of- the 
Healing of Immortal Souls, than of the over-haſty deſtroying 
of mens Bodies, which would quickly turn to Duſt of them- 
— if theſe valiant Murderers had but the patience to ſtay 
the time, 
| And among all parts of Church-Hiſtory, the Lives of Wiſe 
and Holy Men, do ſeem to be not leaſt ___ and Delsght. 
o marvelouſly and 
ſucceſsfully beſtird himſelf, to corrupt this - part of Hiſtory 
with fo many impudent lies in the Popith Legends, as might * 
render all ſuch Narratires afterwards Contemptible and. In. 
credible,and might deſtroy the Ends:) Therefore is the Sacred 
Scripture ſo much Hitltorical ; and the Goſpel it ſelf is not a 
Volumn of well compoſe Orations, or a Syſteme; or Encu. 
clopzdia of the Sciences and Arts ; nor yet a great Volumn 
of unneceflary Laws ; but the Hiſtory of the Life and Death 
of Chrift,and the wonderous Works of Himſelf, and his Spirit 
in hi; Servants, ' and a Record of thoſe brief Laws and Do- 
_ which are ncedful to the Holineſs and Happineſs. of 
an, 
 Inthe Lives of Holy Men we ſee God's Image, and the 
Beauties of Holineſs, not only in Precept, but in Reality. and 
| Practice ; 
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Practice z not Peciwred, but in the Sub/fance - And though the 
_Precepts and Rules be more perfe& in irs kind,as wanting no 
Inoue: or Part, yet the real Impreſs and Holineſs in the Soul, 
4s that living Image of God, whick is the end of the former, 
.and of- which the Scripture is but the Inftrumental cauſe. 


. And Hoeleneſs in viſible Realities, is apt to affet the Warld 


- mote deeply, than in Portraiture and Precept only. There. 
Fore, we find that Satan and his Inſtruments, are uſed to do 
that againſt the Scriptures exemplified in th2 Godly, which 
they have not done againſt the Scriptures in themſelves : They 
.can bear the bare Precepts of a perfe&t Rule, who cannor 
'bear the very imperfect praQtice of them in a Holy Life. Many 
have burnt Martyrs, that could endure. good Books. Living 
Holineſs moſt exciteth Malice ! Beſides, that the beſt of men 
-have Imperfe&ions, which may be a pretence for DetraRion, 
Slander,and Perfecution,when the Sacred Rule is not fo boldly 
to be accuſed, till they are ripened in Malignity and Audacity. 
. Many a one can read with Reverence the Life of a dead 
Saint, who will neither imitate nor indurc the Living. And 
I doubt not but many can bear the Natrative of this holy pex- 
fons Life, who could not have endured to ſee theniftlves con. 
denied in the Exerciſes of his preſent Holy Zeal. 

And yet it i5not to be denied,but that Humane Nature yet 
containeth ſuch Principles and Inclinations, as give an honou- 


able teſtimony to goodneſs 3 For the exerciſes of prudent, , C 


impartial, equal Vertue, and eminent holineſs in a Heavenly 
Lite, 2nd in the joyful Hopes of the inviſible Bleflednefs, and 
in fervent Love to God and Man, and in an innocent Life, 
and Sclf-denying endeavours to do good ta all, do fo much 
convince and awe Mans Nature, and ſo powertully command 
Approbation and Honour, that Satan and bad Men could not 
rchit them ; were it not that ſuch excellent Perfons are too 
Rare, and that the far greater number of good Men are la. 
mentably imperfe&, and tainted with many unlovely Faults ; 
And wete it not a'fo for twogreat advantages that Satan layeth 
hold on ; that is, Mens Srrangeneſs and Diſergruarmtance with 
thoſe that are good, and the Slanderozs reports of them by 
others. - And whoever noterh it,thall find, hot moſt that ever 
Hared and Perſecuted men of eminent Holineſs, were ſuch as 


never intimately knew them, but only at a deceitful diſtance 
an . 
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d ſuch as heard them odiouſly deſcribed by lying Tongues]. 
my it is not a ſmall benefit of this kind of Hiltory that 
the Weak and Lame Chriſtians may ſee ſuch excellent Exam. 
ples for their imitation ; and the Nlaggiſh and Fas $7 
Chriſtian may have fo real and lively a reproof the 
diſcouraged Chriſtian may ſee that higher degrees of good-. 


| neſs, are indeed attainable ; and that the dark and trouble 


Chriſtian may ſee the Methods in which Gods Spirit doth work 
upon his Servants, and ſee thar a Genuine Chriſtian life, isa 
Life of the greateſt joy on earth : And that the floathful Hy. 
pocrite, may ſee that Religion is a ſerious Buſineſs : And that 
the fatieus Chriſtian, may ſee that a man may be eminently 
Holy, that is not of his Opinion, Side, or Party : And that 
both the proud domineering Pharſee may ſee, that eminent 
Piety is ſeparated from his Traditions, Formalities, - Cere,. 
monies and Pomp : And the Opinionative Hypocrite may 
ſee, that Holineſs conſifteth of ſomething elſe, than in cir.. 
cumſtantial and ſiding Singularities, and in a condemning of 
other mens outward Expreſſions, or Modes of Worſhip, or & 
wr cog Zeal againſt the Opinions and Ceremonies of 
others, Tine 
And it is a notable benefit of this kind of Hiſtory, that it 
1s fitted to Infinuate the Reverence and Loye of Piety into 
goung wnexperienced Perſons : For before they can read much 
of Theological Treatiſes with underſtanding or delight,Nature 
enclineth them to a pleaſure in Hiſtory, and fo their Food is 
ſugard to their Appetites, and Profic is entertained by delight. 
And nothing taketh well with the Soul, that is not pleaſant ts 
It ; nor did he ever know the true way of aq. Youth, 
er doing good to any, that knew not the way of drawing 
them to a pleaſedneſs, and love to goodneſs : One twlit prunt- 
Frum qui miſcuit utile dulcs, Tek 
On ſuch Accounts, we may conclude that ſuch*men as 
Melchior Adamas, Mr. Samwel Clark, &c. that have ſerved 
the Church with this ſort of Hiſtory, have done no ſmall or 
uſeleſs Service ; which we the eafilier perceive when we re- 
member at what rares now the Church would purchaſe a full 
Hiſtory of 'the Lives of all the A s, and all the Eminent 
Paſtors of the Churches for the firſt two hundred, or three 
hundred Years ; yea, or but of ſome few of them, And hnw 
much, 


Cre } 

much of the Hiſtory of the Times they lived in, is contained 
in a juſt Hiſtory of ſuch mens Lives. 

- | Tt were to be wiſhed that more did as Thuanzx,at large ; or 
25 Scultera,in his Curriculum gite ſue at leaſt ; or yet a5 Fu 
»:and nany others, that give us a Breviate of the moſt con- 
fiderable Paſſages of their own lives : Becauſe no man know-. 
eth uſually thoſe intimate TranſaQions of God upon. mens 
'Souls, 'which are the Life of fuch Hiſtory, or at leaft no uſe-= 
Teſs part. - But men are commonly ſuppoſed to be io ſclfiſhly 
partial, and apt to over-value all their own, and to fiſh for ap= 
plauſe; and it is fo meet to avoid appearances of Pride, and 
Oftentation, that few think meet to take this courfe, And 
the next deſirable is, That their intimate Friends would write 
'cheir Lives at large, - who are beſt able ; as Camerarize hath 
- -done'Melandhons; and Beza, Calvins; and as the Lives of 
'Pucboltzer, Chytreas, and many more are written. m 
- - But 'none of all this muſt be expe&ed concerning this our 
' Brother: Becauſe he was young, and taken away before any 
had thoughts of gathering up his Words or Attions for any 
Fuch uſe : Thoſe that have done this little, being his Fathers; 

and Seniors, who looked to have died long before bio: An 
þecauſe he lived in a time of Trouble, and Diviſion, and 
Suſpition, in which every man had great concernments of his 
own'to mind ; and in which men are afraid of praiſing the 
Holy Servants of God, leſt it offend thoſe that in ſome Ting) 
differed from them. | odor | 

- 'The ſpecial Excellency of. this Worthy Man, lay chiefly in 
the Harmony and Compleatneſs of ſuch particular Gifts,and all 
' of themin a high Degree, as uſe to exalt the fame of orhers; 
in whom fome ore or few of them is found. . And all theſe 
In a man ſo young, as unlefs in one Foh. Pecaus Mirandula,one 
Keckerman, one Pemble, in a Countrey, is rarely to be found. 
Do _ defire the,Preparatives of Languages,and Philoſophy > 
In theſe he was Eximious, as his Trearsſe.de Providentia, Li- 
cenſed for the Preſs ( of which more anon ) doth ſhew 
with ſeveral other Manuſcripts of like nature, 'How throughly 
had he ſearched the Writings of Philoſophers>How fully had he 
found out how much Natural Reaſon doth atteſt, and fpeak 
for the Attributes and Providence of God, and the Principles 
'of a Godly Life, And how much Super-natural Revel: _ 

"2 Ie 


| (17). 
preſuppoſeth, atd findeth ready to entertain it and befriend if 
in the Light and Law of Nature > How excelleritly able was he 
to deal with the Naturaliſt at his own Weapons, aud to ſhame 


: them that call Religion an «proved or wnreaſonable rhing 3 
þ No doubt it was an excellent help to his own Faith, to have fo 
a clear and full a fight of all thoſe Subſidiary natural Verirties, 
s | whichare known proprie luce, and are out of the reach of thoſe 
> 3 malignant Suggeſtions, by which the Tempter is often queſti- 
S oning Supernatural Truths, Few Chriſtians, and too few, 
d Divines do dig ſodeep, and proceed ſo wiſely, as to take in all 
4 FF theſe natural helps ; but overpaſling thoſe preſvppoſed Veri- 
1 { tics, dooft leave themſelves open to the ſubti) aſſaults of the 
© Tempter, who knoweth where the Breach is ; arid will fome.; 
h times urge ſuch Obje&ions on them, as need a Solution 
of | thoſe helps which they are ignorant of. | 
i KF Doyou lookfor an high degree of Zeal > In this he w.: 
., Marvellous, being a living Fire, contigually _—_— .in th- 
= love of God and Man ;: ſtill mounting upward, and 


: indlin 
ny # Aallthat were capable about him ; As prone to Fervorr and 
| Aﬀtivity, as carthen Natures to Cold and /dleneſs ; not weary 
-2 Jy of ne Frey not ſpeating ſlightly, and with indiferent af 
= = fection of the great Fehovah, and of holy things ; but with the 
ri reverence and ſeriouſneſs, as, became one that by Fai:h {ill 

15 # fawtheLord: Notdoing God's Work with an unwilling or 
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* B_ a Nuggith heart, as if he did it not; nor as thoſe that fear be. 
5? | ing loſers by God, or of giving him more than he deſerveth 
Z or getting Salvation at too dear a rate : But as a Soul that was 


| all # Kin to Angels, which are aCtive Spirits, and a flame of Fire 
.e K that came from God, the Lord of Lite, and Father of Spt- 
"Rt | tits, andliveth in God, and is working and paſſing up to 
hele 3} God. As one that knew that none other wotk was worthy of 2 
ons * Man, (atid approveable by any Reaſon, ſave that which is 


{ made a Salve to ſenſe) except onely the Souls Reſignation; 
7 Obedience, and Love to God, and the ſtez;ng of ihe Heavenly 
* durable Felicrty, inthe uſe of all thoſe Means which 'God in 
f'E da, and Scripture, hath appointed for the obtaining 
= of it, | OS 2 | 

Tris too common to find men that are long and deep Stu 


2 dents in Philoſophy, and the Dod#rimals, and Methods of Theo 
log:e, to be found non of the moſt Zealous or ſerious Divines ; 
p Ro 


(183) | 
and for the learnedſt Dofors to be but of the courſeſt and 
weakeſt fort of Chriſtians, Becauſe they exerciſe the Head 
almoſt alone, and take little: pains ro work what Truths they 
know upon their Hearts : As if the head were miore diſeaſed 
with ſin, than the Heart is, and the Heart had not as much 
need of a Cure : Or as if God's Grace did not as much dwell 
in the Will, as in'the Underſtanding ; and the Heart had not 
the nobleſt Work todo. Lyfe, Light, and Love, are the In- 
ſeparable Influences and Effe&ts of the San&iftying Spirit : 
But yet ſometimes the Indiſpofition of the Receiver, may 
keep out one of them more than the reſt, Leght alone may 
be profitable to the Church, by breeding "Lyrght in- others 1 
But Lyfe and Love,alfo are as ſuitable means to produce their 
like, as Leght is, And without them, it is not aflaſhy Light 
and _—_ Knowledge that will fave the Soul, | 
 Andon the other fide, alaſs, how ordinary. is it for Zeal to 

make a þuſsle in the Nark, and for thoſe that are very earneſt 
to be very blind > And ſtrong Aﬀettions (not to God himſelf, 
bur about the exerciſe of Religious Duties) to be guided by 
a weak Underſtanding - And fo for ſuch well-meaning Per- 
ſons, tomake moſt haſte when they are out of the way, and 
to divide and trouble the Church and Neighbourhood,by their 


fervency in FErrour, till late Experience hath ripened them -: 
to ſee what miſchief their Self-conceitedneſs hath done > O! © 


how happy were the Church of God, if great Underſtanding 
and fervent Zeal, were ordinarily as hd conjoyned, as they 
were in this worthy Man. 

And many have much Reading, and plentiful Materials 
fcr Learning, who yet were never truly Learned, as being 
Injudicions, and never having. well digeſted what they Read, 
into the habits of ſolid Underſtanding. But fo was it-not with 
this our Brother, as his very Letters tully witneſs : How clear. 


ly and ſolidly doth he reſolve that great Queſtion which he 
ſpeaketh to > As one that had Theologie, not in his Books on, 7 


ly, but in his Head and Heatt, 
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And1I account it no ſmall part of his Excellency, that his 
Judgment led him to dwell ſo much on the great Effentials of | 
Godlineſs and Chriſtianity ; the Love of God.and a holy,juſt, ©; 
and ſober Lite : And that he laid not out his Zeal diſeaſedly, 7 


and unpreportionably, upon thoſe outward Circumſtances, Y 
white 3 
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ET =» I 
where the noiſe doth call off the minds of too many, - front 
the inward life of Communion with God : His Sermons, his 
Conference, his Letters, were not about Mint and Commin, 
but abour the Knowledge of God in Chriſt, which is the Life 
Eternal. rs, | | 

Yet that he did not proſtitute his Conſcience te the Intereſt 
of the Fleſh, nor ſubje&t God to the World, nor deny Self- 
denyal and the Croſs of Chriſt ; nor Hypocntically reſolve to - 
ſhift off the coſtly part of Religion, on pretence of 1n4iffe.. 
rency or Smalineſs of any thing, which he thought God forbad 
him ; you need no other proot than the following Hiſtory. 

And he was not one of thoſe weak well-meaning Mini. 
ſters, who think that their meer Honeſty is enough to deſerve 
the eſteem of worthy Paſtors ; nor was he one of thoſe proud 
and empty Perſons, who think that the Dignity of their Fun. 
tion is enough to oblige all to bow to them, and to be- 
Ruled by them, without any ' perſonal W:ſ4o2, Holineſs, or 
Miniſterial Abilities, ſuitable to their Sacred Office : But, ſo 
great was his Miniſterial Skilfulneſs in the publick Explicati- 
on, and Applicnion of the Holy Scriptures, ſo Melting, and 
Winning,Convincing and Powerful, his unaffefted ſacred Ora. 
tory ; ſo wiſe and ferious his private _— with paeaieg 
Families and Souls, that it is no wonder if God bleffed him 
with that great ſucceſs, which is yet viſible among the People 
where he lived, and which many of his Brethren wanted. 
For he did not by ſlovenly Expreſſions, nor immethodical Ex- 
travagances, nor unſound injudicious erroneous Paſſages, nor 
by jocular Levities, or by naufeous Tautologies, make Ser- 
mons, or Prayers, become a ſcorn ; nor give advantage to 
carnal captious Hearers, who for every hair, not only abhomi- 
nate the wholſomeſt Food, but alſo write Books to breed their 
own Difeaſe in others : Nor yet did he by an affeted unna-. + 
tural curioſity of Jingling Words, and ſtarched Phraſes, make 
Sermons like Stage-plays, and deſtroyed the Peoples Edifica- 
cion, or their reverence of Holy Things : But he ſpake as one 
that ſpake from God, in the Name of Chriſt, for mens Re- 
novation and Salvation, in a manner ſuitable to the Weight 
and Holineſs of the Matter, 

And his fervent Zeal and Thirſt for the Peoples Converſid 


on and Salvation, was a great advantage to his Succeſs, For, 
08, Was Bz | 
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' Te+ mens Parts be never fo great, 1 ſeldom have known any 
man do much gcod,that was not eartly deſrrome to do good ; 
It he long not for mens Converſion, he is ſeldom the means © 

Converting many, For there is a certain l/vely ſer:ouſneſs ne- 
ccffary in all our Studies, to make our Sermons ſuitable ts 
their ends, and in all our Preaching, to make them fit to reach 
mens Hearts z without which they are as a blunted Xife, or 
25 a Bell that's crackt, or any other unmeet Inſtruments, un« 
able for their proper uſe, And though God can work Mira- 
cles, and therefore can work without means, or without their 
fitneſs, yet that is not his ordinary way, and theretore 1s not 
to be expeed, 

And his great diligence from Houſe to Houſe in private, 
was a great promoter of his Succeſſes, I never knew Mini- 
Ner, who prudently and diligently took that courſe, to be un- 
proſperous in his Work ; but by them that have wifely and 
faithfully uſed it, I have known that done, that before ſecm- 
ed incredible : And truly, when I think of ſome mien yet 
living, and ſome few (too _ places (great places) which 
by the great Abilities, and excellent Preaching, the Perſonal 
Exhortations, and Catechizing, the unw-aried Pains, and the 
extraordinary Charity-to the Poor, the the holy exemplary 
Lives of their Paſtors (I can ſcarce forb-ar naming four or five 
_ of my Acquaintance) have been ſo generally ſeaſoned with 
| Piety, that the great Market Towns have become as Religi-. 
ous, as the ſelefted Members, which ſome think onely fit tor 
Churches ; it makes me conclude, that it is principally for 
want of ſuch a Miniſtry, that the World is fo bad, and that 
your things are not done-among us : And that for another 

ort of men tro cry out of the Peoples Ignorance and Propha. 
neſs, and obſtinate Wickedneſs, while their Uns:ilfulneſs, 
Swath, Miſcarriage, and Negiig. nce, is the cauſe , is as little 
honour to thera, as to the Phytintian or Surgeon, that when he 
can cuse but few, doth caſt the blame upon the Patient, when 
Skilfuller men do cure the like, 

And 1: great humility in ſtooping to the meaneft, and con- 
veriing with the Pooteit of the Flock, and not affefting things 
above him, nor infinvating by fiatteries into' men of world- 
Jy Wealth and Power, no doubt helpt on his great Succeſſes ; 
Thorph it was not the way to Prefermcnts, Honours, no nor 
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Safety and Quiectneſs to the Fleſh. Had Bal22m dea't throught 
our ſincerely, it had been a very honourable and camforta- 
ble word to him from King Black ,. Num. 24.11. / thought #0 
promote thee t5 great bonour, but loe,' the Lord hath kept thee 
back from honour, It is more honourable and comfortable to 
be kept from honour by God and a good Conſcience, than to 
be honoured by men on ſinful terms. 

' And the moderation and peaceablenefs of this holy Man, 
was very exemplary and amiable; which I the rather mention, 
becauſe in theſe diſtempered times of Temptation, too ma- 
ny think that the excellency of Zeal lyeth in going to the 
furtheſt from thoſe they differ from, and ſuffer by. And be- 
cauſe ſome will think, that knew no more of him, but oncly 
how eft and long he lay in the Common Goal, that ſure, be 
was ſome violent unpeaceable Zealot. No, his Zeal was for 
Peace and Quietnefs, for Love and for good Works i He was 
not uſed to infl-me men againſt Diſſenters, nor to Back-bite 
others, nor to make thoſe odious that were willing enough to 
have made him ſo : He fled from one extream with fear, and 
ſuſpition of the other. He was indeed bamſclf a Silenced Mi- 
nitter, in a Place, and, among a People who had his heart, 
and who had been bleſſed with his fruitful Labours ; and his 
Judgment was, That it is Sacriledge for a Miniſter Conſecra- 
ted to God, to alienate himſelf, and violate that Covenant 
and Miniſterial Dedication, by giving over his Work as Jong 
as he hath ability and opportunity, and the po. Souls bave 
a true neceſſity, And Say he choſe that long Impriſon- 
ment, rather than voluntarily to Surceaſe, But whilit he 
had Liberty, he went oft to the publick Afﬀembles, and was 
a Hearer where he was wont to þe a Teacher, and encoura- 


ged the People to do the like, He ſpake not cvil of Digni. 


ries, nor kindled ſeditious Principles or Paſſhons in the Peo 
ples minds, nor diſaffe&ted them againſt Authority, nor ag. 
| avg his ewn Sufferings to exatperare their minds againſt 
uch as he ſuffered by ; though how great they were as to the 
Effe&,the Sequel will acquaint you. In all, be did in patience 
poſſeſs his Soul, and learned ſtill more patience by the things 
+ 2 he ſuffered, and taught others what he learned him 
elf; . 
' Butabove all, it is his higheſt excellency in my eyes, t1 @ 
B 3 © 


(22) 
he attained to the right temperament of the Chriſtian Reb? 
-on, and to a truly Evangelical frame of Spirit, ſuitable to the 
glorious hopes of Faith, and to the wonderful love of our 
Redeemer, And when moſt Chriſtians think that they have 
done much, if they can bur weep and groan over their Cor. 
ruptions, and can abſtain from he Juſtful Pollutions of the 
World, in the midſt of many doubts and fears; LOVE and 
JOY, anda HE AVENLY MIND, were the Internal 
par” of his Religion ; and the large and fervent PRAISES 
of God,and THANKSGIVING forhis Mercies,cſpe- 
cially for CHRIST, and the SPIRIT, and HEAVEN, 
were the External Exerciſes of it. He was not negligent in 


- confeſſing Sin, nor Tainted with any 4»t:072147 Errours ; 
but. PRAISE, and THANKSGIVING, were his Na- 


tural Strains ; his freqwenteft, longeſff, and heartieſt Sewices : 
He was no deſpiſer of a broken Heart ; but he had attained 
the bleſſing of a healed joyful Heart, The following Narra- 


tives, the {train of his Letters, but above all the admirations :: 
of his neareſt Friends, will tell him that will enquire, how © 
His tryumphant Diſcourſes of the Hopes of Glury, and his *: 
F#equent and fervent Thankſgiving and Praiſe, were the Lan- 7 
. guage which he familiarly ſpake, and the very buſineſs of his * 
Flex and Life, And, O how amiable is it to hear the Tongue {'; 
employed ſcriouſly, and frequently, in that which it was 7 
made for ; even in the praiſe of him that made it ! And to | 
ſee a man paſſing with joyful hopes towards Immortality! * 
And te live as one that ſeriouſly believethzthat he muſt quick- % 
ly be in the Heavenly. Church, and live with God and Chrift # 
for ever. O how comely is it' to fec a man that faith, he be- | 
lieveth that Chriſt hath redeemed him from Hell, and re- * 
conciled him to God, and made him an Adopted Heir of :: 
Glory, to live like one that was ſo ſtrangely ſaved from ſo © 

reat a miſery, and with the moſt affe&tonate gratitude to ** 
ts the Purchaſer of all this Grace : And how uncomely a © 


thing is it to hear a man ſay, Thar he believeth all this Grace - 


of Chriſt, this Heavenly Glory, this Love of God, and yet to * 
be inclined to no part of Malton, but fears and complain- :* 
Ings, and ſcarce to have any words of Praiſes or Thankſgi- - 
ving, but a few, on the by, which are beartleſs affeted, and #*; 
conſtrained, - O did Chriſtians, yea Miniſters, bur Live vich Fs 

; "ie i 


( 23) 
the Foy and Gr4?1tiede; and Prasfe of Jehovah, which beſeem2 
eth thoſe that believe what they believe, and thoſe that are 
entring into the Cceleſtial Chore, they would then be an- ho- 
nour to God-and their Redeemer, and would win the World 
to a love of Faith and Holineſs, and make them throw away 
their worldly Fool-games, and come and fee what it is that 
theſe Foyoxs Sowls bave found : But when we ſhew the World . 
no Religion, but Sighing, .and Complaining, and live a ſad- 
der life than they, and yet talk of the glad-Tydings of Chriſt, 
and Pardon, and Salvation, we may talk fo long enough, be- 
fore they will belieye us, that ſeem no more to be Believers 
our ſelves, or before they will leave their fleſhly pleaſures, toy 
Jo fad and dreadful a Life as this, | TEST 
- Andas this kind of Heavenly, Joyful Life is a hononr tg 
Chriſt, and a wondetful help to the Converting of the Warld, 
Jo is ita Reward to him that hath it ; which made this Holy 
Perſon live in ſuch a vigour of Duty, ſuch fervour of ho- 
; a and ſuch continual Content in Godzſo that eking- | 
dom of God in him was Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy 1 thy 
Holy Ghoſt ,, which others think confiſteth in Mears, Drinks. 
and Dayes, in Shadows and Circumſtances, in Sidings and 
in ſingular Conceits, Rom. 14. Col. 2. 46. It was not a MHe- 
Jancholy Spirit that ated him, nor did he tempt his People 
into ſuch an uncomfortable ſtate and ſtrEin. But in the mul- 
tude of his thoughts within him, the comforts of God did de- 
light his Soul : His Meditation of God and his Redeemer.was 
ſweet, and he rejoyced in the Lord. He delighted inthe Law 
of the Lord ; and when delight invited him, no wonder if it 
-were his Meditation. day and night, P/al. 1.2. © 104. 34. 5 
I19. 103. © 94. 19. | ph 
And how great a Solace was this in his Suffcrings, when he 
-could be in a Goal, and in Heaven at once > When he could, 
after the terrible torment of Convulſions, have the foreſight 
and taſte of Heavenly Pleaſures > Nihil Crus ſentit im Ner- 
Vo, cum Anim -eſt in Calo, ſaith Tertul, 
And as he lived, fo he died, in Yigorows, Foyful Praiſes, 
and Thanksgrvergs : Reviving out of his long ſpeechleſs Con- 
vulfion, into thoſe fervent Raptures, as if he had never been 
-fo impatient of being abſent trom the Lord, as when h-: was 
Jult paſſing into his Preſence 3 Or rather as if with S/ ephen, _y 
SS F 14 
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(24 ) 
had ſeen Heaven openty, and Chriſt in his Glory, and could 
I" but ſpeak of the unutterable things which he had ſeen. 
deny not but his "__ ative Temper, might be a great 
h-lp to all his holy Alacrity and Joy, in his healthful State : 
Bur when that frame of Nature was broken by ſuch Torments, 
and was then wy to hear a dying Man about ſixteen 
urs together, like th? ferventeſt Preacher in the Pulpit 
pour out his Soul in Praiſes and Thanskgiving ; and ſpeak © 
God, of Chriſt, of Heaven, as one that could never ſpeak 
enough of them ; and that with a Vivacity and Force, as if 
he had been in former Health, and to tryumph in Joy as one 
that was j'iſt laying hold upon the Crown ; ſurely in this there 
was ſomething that was the Reward of all his former Praiſe 
and Thankfulneſs ; and that which muſt needs tell the Audi. 
tors the diference, not onely between the death of a Righte- 
ous Believer, and the wicked Unbeliever, but the weak and 


diftempered Believer z; alſo the diFerence between a ſound + 


and adiſeaſed Chriſtian, and between the tryumphant Faith 
and Hopes, of one that ſaw the God and World inviſible, and 
the ſtaggering Eaith, and trembling - Hopes of a feeble and 
diſtruſtful Soul ; and between the death of one that had been 
uſed to converſe in Heaven, and ro make Thanksgiving and 


Praife his Work, and of -one that had been uſed to cleave to | 
-Earth, and make a gr-at mwtter of the concernments of the 
Pleſh, and to riſe but little higher in Religion, then a courſe 7 
of outward Duty animated moſt with troubleſome. Fears : # 
'Though he died not in the Pulpit, yer he died in Pulpit» # 


Work. | 


And I muſt alſo note,how great an advantage it was to him- # 
Felf, and to his Miniſterial Works, that he was poſſeſſed deeply 
with this true ſentiment, "That the PLEASING of G OD * 
is the proper ultimate end of Man, (not doubting but it in- 7% 
cludeth the notion of glorifying bim) for thus his heart was 
rightly principled, and all his Doctrine and Duties rightly 


animated. 
And as in all his Miniſtry, he was extrqordinarily addiQed 


to open to the Hearers the Covenant of Grace, and to ex- 
plain Religion in the true Notion of Covenanting with God, bf 
and Cevenant-keeping, and greatly to urge men to deliberate 
well-grounded Reſolutions in this Holy Covenant (as -= = 


(25) 

that underſtood that Baptizing is truly Chriſtening, and that 
Baptiſm and the Lord's-Supper are our Sacramental Cove. 
nanting, and that we need no new Deſctiptions nor Chara- 
Rers of Grace and Church-Titles, if we underſtand what 
theſe Sacraments truly 'mean : ) So God was pleaſed to give 
him a certainty and ſenſe of his Divine Faithfulneſs, in fulfil. 
ling the Promiſes of his Covenant, and alively ſenſe of all 
the benefits of it; and his Faith in God for the performance 
of his part, was as ſtrong and fixed, as was his own Reſolution, 
jn the ſtrength of Grace to be true to God : I compare not 
his reſolution to God's Fidelity; for what compariſon betwees 
God and Man, but onely to his belief of God's Fidelity, and 
his comfort in the affurance of the Conclufion, And as he 
was reſolved through Grace never to forſake Chriſt, ſo Chriſt 
did never fail him, nor forſake him, And in his Miniſtry, 
in his Sufferings, and his Death, this Faith, this Hope, this 
Heavenly Joy, was his ſupport and ſtrength ; and in the 
Valley of the ſhadow of Death, he feared no evil. But when 
his fleſh and heart failed, as to natural ſtrength, the Lord was 
the Rock or Strength of his Heart, and never failed him, Pal. 
73- 25. Let me aie the death of the Righteous, and let my 
laft end be like hx. 

I have premiſed this general Skeleton, as Limners and 
Builders firſt draw the Pillars and S:4-2124 of their Work, 
which the —_—_— Narratives will fill up : And I have given 
you this general Index, or Contents, of whar is diſtinaly 
contained in the Sequel. For the Hiltory is not drawn up 
þy one Hand, nor as by one that intended rather to ſhew what 
he could ſay, than what the Perſon was, and did : But it is 
the brief Account of the ſeveral parts of his Life, drawn up 
by ſeveral of his moſt worthy and judicious Friends,that were 
preſent,or molt intimate and familiar with him, And I take this 
ro be the beſt Advantage to a Hiſtory, as to the Truth, which 
ſhould ſatisfie the Incredulous, though not as 'to Uniformity, 
and a fluid Stile, which might pleaſe the Curious. For a 
Man's Life is like a War or Battle : No diſperſed War, no 
 norany one particular Battle, can fully be deſcribed by the 
Obſervations of any one man alone : But one Man is but in 
one place, and ſzeth onely that which is within his own pro- 
ſpe&, which his proper ſation did advantage him to No: 

ut 


Hl 


: { 26 ) 
But when Intelligent Men from each part of the Army do 
every one bring in their ſeveral Narrereves, all ſet together, 
may be a ſatisfatory Hiſtory of the whole War, or Fight : 
So when a Man's courſe of Life is tranſient, and one is his 
Familiar in his Youth, and another at riper Age, one in the 
Univerfity, and another in the Miniſtry ; one in Prifon, and 
another at Home ; one in Health, and another at Death ; it 
-3s no one of himſelf that can credibly report the whole. And 
therefore though by variety of Stile, it may ſeem a Cewto, or 
Incongruouſly compoſed ; yet Truth being the Soul of Hiſto- 
ry ; that's beſt which is beſt fitted to the lovers of Truth. 
And though one part be written by a Woman, (his Widow) 
and another by his Revcrend Father in Law ; another by that 


| -wortthy Paſtor whom he aſfifted ; another by a Fellow Mini- 


er, and another by a Scholar of his intimate Acquaintance, 
Gr. Yet is there ſuch Agreement in them all, and ſuch Evi- 
dence of unqueſtionable Verity, eſpecially to all that know 
theſe Worthy and Faithful Perſons, that for my part I take it 
as coming to me with greater advantage, than it it had been 
-att eyener Thred, drawn out by one skilful Hand alape ; as 
the writing of the Hiſtory of Chriſt by the four Evangeliſts, 
Is advantagious to the Chriſtian Faith, The plainneſs and 
open Breait of a Godly Widow, and of ſo many Holy and 
+ moſt credible Friends, 1s another kind of Evid:nce, than the 
contrived Hiſtory of a Learned Man, which is fitted to the In- 
tereſt of a Party,to which the perſons Fame and Honour ſeem- 
eth requiſite: I know not how a Hiſtory of this Nature 
"could come to the World with faircr humane Evidence of un- 
queſtionable credibility than this doth. 
And let Poſterity know (for I need not tell it to this pre- 
"ſent Age, who live in the Light) that though this Servant of 
' Chriſt excelled very many of his Brethren,yet it is not that ſich 


men are wonders in this Age, that his Lifeis fingled out to, 


' be recorded to Poſterity : But becauſe his affe&ionate Friends 

and Auditors, are forwarder than many others, hereby to 
'tell the World, what Effefs his Holy Dofrine, and Exam- 
ple, hath left upon their hearts : It makes the Writers heart 
'to bleed, to think how "many thouſands of Souls do periſh by 


"Ignorance, and wngodlineſs, even in England, and how many, 


'Yaſt Kingdoms of the World are deprived of the Goſpel, 
| I 
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that entered upon the Sacred Miniſtry ar Twenty One years 


* 


Coy _ 

If you ask, What Labours he hath left behind him 3 I An- 
Fer ; Firſt, The E gyext numbers of Holy Souls converted, con- 
firmed, .and edified by his Dorine, and the Example of his 
holy Life. The Spec:-mer, or Exemplar of a right Miniſter 

. of the Goſpel, which he hath left to the Neighbour Miniſters 
that knew him, and to thoſe that now poſſeſs their Places, 
and to all the Miniſters of. the Land, and to the Ages thar 
are yet to come : For who will not be convinced oof the 
neceſſity and ſweetneſs of Holy Diligence, in ſo good a 
Work, and become Laborious in the Word and Do&tine, 
who ſeriouſly readeth ſuch Examples as this here ſet be- 
fore him > And who that conſidereth it aright, can chuſe 
but ſee, how greatly ſuch Holy Labourers do differ from 
thoſe that Preach the Goſpel in ſtrife and envie, to add 
affliction to Pawls Bonds, Phil. 1. 15. And thoſe that uſe 
their Miniſtry but as Lawyers uſe the Laws, to get Preferment 
and worldly Wealth by it ; that they may ſay, Soul, rake thy 
Eaſe, Eat, Drink, and be Merry, thou haſt Goods enough lasd 
zep Lo many years ; Till they hear at laſt, Tho fool,this night 
ſpall they require thy Soul , Whoſe then ſhall the things be 
which thow poſſeſſeſ# > So is every one that layeth up Riches for 
himſelf, and 15 not Rich towards God, _ 
\ Secondly, And for Writings, who can expe that'a man 

-of Agey and died about Thirty Five, and lived in ſuch ex- 
ceedins Miniſterial Labours, ſhould leave many Books be- 
hind him of his Writing, (in,an Age wherein we have had tap 
many Books, and too few ſuch Miniſters) yet the follow 
ing Hiſtory tells us, He is the Author of tha Sy:2opſs of 
the Covenant, in Mr. Richard Alleins Book, He Printed an 
Expoſition of the 4ſſemblies Catechiſm, with an txhortati. 
on touſe it, As alſo Prayers for his Pcoples vſ- : And left a 
Book to work on the Unconvyerted, not yer P:inted, And he 


| hath left (alaſs,imperfe&!) a good part of > body of Natural 


Theology, called,Theologia Philoſop ic, i, De Con trone Dez. 
2. De Exiſtentia Dei, 3. De Nom il 14 & Sulſtantia Dez. 
4. De Attributss Det in genere, (5 Speci 111m de ejus Unitate; 
Ss. De Perfedtrone Divine, &c. 6, De Derretis Divinzs, 7.De 
Providentia Dirvena. 8. De Cults Divine, de Precibees, In 
all which he ſuccin&ly deli) ereth in a very good Latin _ 
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(283 ) 
"the Chriftiar Do#rine ; and. then by way of Annotations; 
'addeth the Teſtimony of the Antient Philoſophers : fo that 
you have together a ſum of ſound Do&trine, and the fulleſt 
Atteſtation of Erhnicks conſent that ever I have ſeen ; being 
ſuch a Promptuary for any one that hath not leiſure to percſe, 
- or to gather to ſuch particular uſcs the Philoſophers themſelves 
that I know not where you can find the like, For every Sheet 
or two of his Dof@rine on the _— there is about eight, 


'ten, twelve, or more Sheets of Collected Atteſtations. The 


reſtare all imperfe&ly written, onely that De Providentsa, 
hath his Vlr:man Manwm, and is Licenſed for the Prefs ; but 
being Latin and Greek, and ſuch Books having too few Buy- 
ers in England, none yet is found that will. be at the charge 
of Printing it, much leſs altogether ; though indeed (though 
impafe&) it is pity they ſhould be {eparared, The Title of 
this Licenſed Piece is, Theologse Phloſophice, ſive Philoſophie 
Theologice ſpeermen : In quo Aterni Des Providentia f rr 
Nature lumine comprobatur, validiſſimss rationum moments 


demonſtratur, quoad Fartes, Species, Objedtaz & explicatur 


Contra omnes denique Adverſarirum Objedtones firmatar 3 
Ex Ariſtotele, Platone, Chalcidio, Salluſtio, Firmico, Empi- 
rico, Jamlico, Antonino, EpeCteto, Proclo, Simplicio, Ci 
cerone, Seneca, Macrobio, Porphyrio, Xenophonte, Galeno, 
Plutarcho, Plotino, Tyrio, Appuleio, Alcinoo, als{que Philo- 
ſophes, Oratoribus & Poetgs, twm Greece tum Lating, ad Athe- 
orum Convietionemy, © Orthodoxorum confirmationem ; Elju- 


 eubratione ]. A, Anno Dom, 1661, 
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his Brother Mr. Edward All 
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CHAP. II, 
4 Brief Relation of his early ſetting forth in the 
Chriſtian Race, from bis Childhood : Alſo ſome 
Memorials of his Induſtrious. and Proſperous pure 
ſuit of Learning, and of his ſingular Piety during 
his Abode in the Univerſity» Written by an Eyes 
Witneſs thereof- 


R. Foſeph Allee, Born in the Devszes in Wilrſbire, in 
the Year 1633. During his Child-hood, ſhewed forth 
a fingular ſweetneſs of Diſpoſition, and a remarkable Dili. 
gence in every thing he was then imployed about. The firſt 
obſervable Zeal of Religion that appeared in hini, was in tht 
eleventh year of his Age, about which time h2 was noted 
to be very diligent in private Prayer,and fo fixed in that Duty 
that he would not be diſturbed, or mov?d by the coming of 
any Perſon accidentally into the places of his Retirement. This 
and other Fruits of a Serious and Gracious Spirit, were the 
common obſervation of the Family, From this time forward 
the whole courſe of his Youth, was an eyen-ſpun thred of 
Godly Converſation, which was rendered more amiable, by 
his (weet and pleaſant deportm2nt towards all he converſed 
with. While he thus openly began to run his Chriſtian Race, 
ez, 3 worthy Miniſter of the Go- 
ſpel departcd this Life : Whereupon he earneitly deſired to 
be brought up in Preparation, to ſucceed him in the Work 
of the Miniſtry. Which good Motion, his Father gladly 
hearkned unto, and ſpeedily prepared to ,pit it in Execution, 
Such was his great diligence at School, that he redeemed 
for his Book, the time allotted for Recreation, In the ſpace 
of abour four years, he attained to very good knowledge in 


the Latiz and Gree: Tongues, and was by his School-Mafter, 


adjudged fit for Univerſity-Studies, After which,be abode ſom: 
time with his Father in the Country, where a worthy — 
0 


TT | | 
of the Place read Togick tohim: And when he was about 
ſixteen years Old, he was placed in Lincoln Colledge in 
Oxford, 


Place becoming void in Corpaee Chrifts Coll 


e, he was cho- 


. ſen SCHOLAR of that Houſe : The Pregnancy of his Parts, 


aſſuring all that his own MERITS wete the SOLE 
FRIENDS, the ONLY MANDAMUS which brought him 
In, | | 
 Beingentered and ſetled, he gave both early and conſtant 
Proofs, of his indefatigable Induſtry.; Signalizing thereby his 


love to Learning, and evidently Demonſtrating how much- 
' he abhorr'd to be found a Drone in ſuch a Hive. .He eſteem- 


ed a Colledge an othergueſs place than a VICTUALING 
HOUSE, and coming into this with a Nobler defign, than 
onely to TAKE COMMONS : He thought bimſelf happy in 
nothing ſo much, as the advantage. he had gain'd for the beſt 
Aquiſts. EB. 


' I have known too many, who in the very Places which 


they have got by their Parts, have loſt the Parts which got 
them their Places; and peradventure had been excellent 


. Scholars, had they never had thoſe Incouragements to be ſo, 


which they unhappily won from their Competitors. For 
Idleneſs enervates the ſtrength of Nature, and makes thoſe 
Loggs that might have been Mercxres ; but this Perſon was 
none of thoſe, He quitting bimſelf fo well at the EleQion, 
was but a Pledge and Barnell of his doing better afterwards. 
He made it appear to all obſerving him, that when- he ſtood, 
he Rood not fo much for a Place, as for the Accompliſhments 


by bis future ſtudiouſneſs attainable in it, demeaning himſelf * 


like one, who even in the dayes of his Vahity,; well underſtood 
how prophanc a thing it was to live in a School of Learning, 
no otherwiſe than as if it were a Santuary for Lafineſs, or a 
Place piiviledg'd with nothing elſe but Leave and Opportu- 
nity to cat the Founders Bread, with no other fweat of the 
Brow, than. what's provok'd in a Ball Court. 


Never had Learning a truer Drudge fince ſhe kevt Houſe - 
in Oxferd, At her Work, he was both day and night; think. 


ing all time too little, no pains too muchthat he-ſpent in her 
Service : When but a School-Boy { as I have heard ) he was 
| odſerved, 


He had not been long in the Univerſity, but a Wilrſhire | 
wn. 
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C3t') | - 
dbſerved to be ſo ftudious, that he was known as much]by 


- this Periphraſis [The Lad that will not play] as by his name : 


And ſure I am, when in the Univerſity, he'was ſo generouſly 
and ingeniouſ]y bookiſh, that he deſerved to be called, The 
Scholar, who by his good will would do nothing elſe but Pray 
and Study. | : 
Contours he was, and very civiltoall Acquaintance : But 
if they came to viſit him at Studying times, though they were 
ſure enough to find him within, yet withal ſo bulie general. 
F with better Company, as to have no leiſure)to let them in, 
And if at this they were moved, and murmured, and went 


vY _ - away offended with him, he cared not. That notable Prin- 


ciple of Foachimus Fortis, which ſhut him up, bearing him 
out, and being his relief in all ſuch Caſes, Y7z,.. Betrer zt xs 
that they ſhould wonder at thy rudeneſs, than thow ſhouldeft 
loſe thy time , for only one or two will ;ake notice of that, but 

4 


ll Poſterity would be ſenſible of this. 


{ 

His Appetite to his Buſineſs being that 'to him, which AL 
larms in their Chambers are wont to be to others ; ſeldom it 
was that he could be found in Bed,after four in the Morning, 
though he had ſtayed up on the ſame occaſion on which he 
then roſe, till almoſt One over-night, 

For though whilit Junior Scholar, he obtained many weekly 
SLEEPING DAYS for others, yet in many years he could 
hardly vouchſafe himſelf fo much as one. . 

And as thus he begrudg'd himſelf his Reſt,ſo thus alſo his-ve- 
ry Food : It being as familiar with him to give away his Com- 
mons (at leaſt) once, as with any others to eat theirs twice a 
day. As if he who was never ſatisfied how many Volumns ſoe- 
ver he deyoured, had looked upon it as a kind of gluttony, to. 
eat that Meal, the time of eating which might without preju- 
dice to Health, have been better ſpent upon a Book. Porphy- 
ries Wiſh, v2, That he were able to live without eating, and 
ves all, that ſo he might be wholly taken up abour 
noblcr things, Is ſure the with of thouſands in the Leardned 
World. Certain I am it was his, and that if Piety woutd 
have ſuftered him.,and they had not been ſuch dears Friends,he 
would-haye fallen out with God, for tying his Soul to ſuch a 
Body, as could not {ubfiſt without (what he would ofcen call no 
þetter than time-conſuming things) Meat,and Drink; & Sleep, 

| Thar 


( 32 ) 
* Thar this his laborious Studiovſneſs, was as delightful and 
pl-aſant to him, as the higheſt Voluptuouſneſs can be to the 
moſt ſenſual Sot z, I conclude not onely from the conſtancy of 
it, but from his charging Matrimony, to which afterwards he 
became a ya with no greater tyranny, than the neceſ.. 
firy which it Jaid upon him, of bing kinder ſometimes unto 
himſelf, than he was wont to be in _ For being Mar- 
ricd, an intimate Friend of his of the ſame Colledge, who had 
thoughts of changing his Condition, wrote ro him, and (in a 
jeiting manner) defired of him an Account of the Incon- 
veniences of Marriage; to whom he returned this pleaſant (but 
very ſignificant) Anſwer, Thou wouldeſt know the Inconve- 
nicnces of a Wife, and I will tell thee , Firſt of all, whereas 
thou riſeſt conſtantly at four in the Morning, or before, ſhe 
will keep thee till- about fix, Secondly, Whereas thou uſeſt 
to ſtudy fourteen Hours in the dav, the will bring thee to 
eighr or nine, Thirdly, Whereas thou art wont to forbear 
one Meal a day at leaſt for thy Studies, ſhe will bring thee to 
thy Meat : If theſe be not Miſchicfs enough to afright thee, F 
know not what thou art. | 

Through his Induſtry ( with God's Bleſſing on it ) he ex- 
cecdingly profpered in his Studies, and quickly appeared a no- 
table Prohcicat, He would often fay, he chiefly affected rati- 
onal Leaning, valuing Skill in Languages, onely for the ſake 


of things, and thoſe things moit, which were of all moſt like= 


ly to improve his Judgment. And the truth of his words 
was ſufficiently evident : For all that knew him,, knew him to 
be as good a Linguilt,fo as ſmart a Diſputant,and an.excellent 
Philoſopher. When he performed any Academical Exerciſes, 
either in!the Hall, or in the Schools ; he ſeldom or never 
came off without the Applauſe, or ( atleaſt ) Approbation 


* of all, but the envious ; who alſo themfelves, even by their 


very Detractions, in ſpight of their Teeth, commended him ; 
there being to the Ingenuous, no furer fign almoſt of his ha- 
ving acquitted himſelf well, than that ſuch, as they could not 
endure it ſhould be ſaid ſo, | 

Certain I am, his pregnant Parts, and _ Accompliſh- 
ments, were ſo much taken notice of in the Colledge, that fo 
ſocn almoſt as he was but Batchellor of Arts,he was even com- 
peiled to Commence a Tutor ; and preſently ——— on 
peas 
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(33) 
ſpeak within compaſs ) with as great 2 riuniber of Pupils as 
any in the Houſe. Some of his Scholars are now uates 
in Divinity, and fingular Ornaments of that rg Soci- 


ety, ( as Mr; Fohn Reſewel, B. D;. Mr. Nicholas Horſeman, 

B. D. 5c.) others of therii, who left the Univerſity, - have hor 

one without Ry in the Church, (as 

iS: Fo Fohn Peachil,latgly at St.Clements Danes, with- 
"7 out Temple-Bar ; Mr. Chriftopher Cow ar of Wells, 


8 &c.) And I make no queſtion but all of them (which are 


et alive) honour his memory, and will at any time be ready 
bs expreſs the grateful ſenſe which they retain of the advan- 


3X rage op received front his prudent inſtructions and pious 


Exampies. + ; 
'Tis true ihdeed, he had no advancenient propurti@nable 


= to his Merits whilſt he ſtaid amongſt us : Bur if there were 

=: own Selt-denyal; For a Chaplains place — void, he 

2 choſe that before a Fellowſhip, whi | 

= tnalittle time, would of courſe, and; by right, bave been 

2 eertainly his, made 

= firſt deliberately 

| rather often 

2; comfort, For he had alwayes ſuch an huge affeion for Pray- 
'* er, that he and his Friend could hardly ever walk and dif- 
z* courſe together, but before they parted = his defire ) they 

 & muſtalſo go and Pray W 


to be blam'd for that, *rwas riothing elſe bur bis 


he knew well enough, 
And this choice havin 
he never after in 


refleted on with a great 


per Sf vg 
r t ut 
deal of aud 


ether, And what a pleaſure then 


& may we think it was to him, twicea day to engage a whole 


by Society, in ſo dear an Exerciſz, with a Lee ws Pajes q 
Ny FR have I heard him ſay, He prizgd th 


Frequent- 
Iamploywent 4- 


e that, which generally we reckoned much better Prefers 


« | ment, and look'd upon it as his henour and happineſs 


-unt 


p. poſſible that the duty of the p 
diſcharged better than it was 
to a preat deal of Noiſe, vain 


And *twas well with us that ſo he did, it being hardly 

lace thould have been by any 
] him. We wete not uſed 
Tautologies, crude Etuſions 
gible Senfe , ur myſterious Non-fenc2, inſtead © 


Prayer; His Spirit was ſerious, his Geſture reverent,. his 


Hs few; but f 


Ji 


% ſt deſixe. He 


efneditated and well weighed, pithy, ſo- 
Sov we yo of his as truly humble as ear- 
| the ſawcineſs, which went by the- 
C Name 


d. and to the 


ww). 
name of Holy Baldnefs, and drew ncar-to God ; not as if he 

had been going to play with his Mate, but as became a Crea- 

ture overaw'd with the Majeſty of his great Creator. He 

prayed with the Spirit, and the Underſtanding alſo ; confeſ. 
ſ:d Sin with real Griet, inward Hatred, and Deteſtation 
and beg'd the Mercies he came to beg, lice one that felt the 
want and worth of what he beg'd, with Faith and Fervency, 
and true Importunity ; his AﬀeRions working, but working 
rationally as well as ſtrongly. 

And this (as I doubt not it prevailed above) fo it had on 
us the more powerful influence, becauſe we found it to be no 
meer Religious Fit, . but exa&tly. agreeable to the habitual 
frame and diſpoſition of the Man. *Tis a ſhrewd refle&ion 
which Suidzs makes on the Philoſopher Salut, (how truly 
I know not, he 3s neither civil nor juſt to ſome) Eanecie 
5 ot Tov ma mapadbtg- mamy av3fwnmc, OTH ir PIAIgNIe 
TY »m. I ugpmenurtey, m5 micorrg-. im T3 yerolurepor, 
Salluſfs carriage was ſtrange to all men ; For though when 
he read his Philoſophy Lectures, he did it gravely' and very 
Giemely 3 yet at other times he plaid the Child, and that 
molt ridiculouſly. And there are too many, both Chaplains 
and Preachers, who juſtly merit as bad a Cenſure : Whilſt 
Praying and Preaching, . they . appear demure, and mighty 
devout ; yet take them out of their Desks, and Pulpits, and 
they are as light, as vain, and frothy ; yea, extreamly difſo- 
lute as any others, But it was not fo with this Perſon : | 
For he was alwayes compoſcd and ſerious, grave and reve- 
rend, above his Age. He ſet God alwayes before him, and 
where-ever he was, labourcd to live as in his Preſence. Tt 
was his ſolemn buſineſs to be Religious, his great endzavour | 
to walk by Rule ; his main defign in all his wayes, to approve * 


himſelf unto his Father, which ſaw in ſecret, and his daily ex. Þ 
excite to keep a Conſcience void of ofcnce, both towards God # 


akd towards m2n. FE ; F 

_-As torthe pleaſures and delights of Sin, he highly nau- # 
{cated and abhorred them ; was ſo abovethem, that he could # 
rpicndwe them ; Quam [ave iftis ſuavitatibas carere ! How W 
ſyeet wasit io him (as Jaid once St. Aſtine) to want thoſe & 


$.veets + And; as fog lawtul delights and pleaſures, although 5 


be Gid det unto, agd, now .and then.:folace*a while, and - 
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(35; ) 
entertain himſelf wich them, yet how little was his heart un- 
to them, or was he ( generally.) taken with them ! He was 
as formal bo _ them, "4 ſome {noon =_ in Quilins 
vice ; as they ſometimes Uo pray,as if indee not 5 
and hear, as if they heard not ; ſo he btn ſuck 
things as theſe, as if indeed he xejoyced' not, He looked up: 
on x AY compared with others, as. upon. his Ri oulels 
compared with Chriſt's, as very vanity, yea, drofs and dung. 
His converſation being in Heaven, his {ſweeteſt Comforts, and 
moſt priſed Refreſhments, were Divine and Heavenly, His 
Soul took often a delightful proſpe& of Eternity, viewing the 


- Regions of Bliſs and Glory, looking wiſhly at (her Fathers 


Seat). the Mount of Joy,afſpiriring after a nobler Manſion; and 
hugging her ſelf in a comfortable perſwaſion,that it would not 
be! ere ſhe ſhould be in it, And hereupon as he little 
minded any Earthly glory, ſo he little minded or cared for the 
poor and empty wlig ts of ſenſe. Be 1 
However, he was not moroſly pious; nor did his Aﬀe&tiori 
to God and Goodneſs, and the things Above, make him either 
2 Timon or 2 Cynic; (It had not then been ſo true and genu- 
ine, and of ſo right a kind as it was) Homzletical Virtue he 
as much excelled, in as any other, and the decried Morglsry 
found ever with him very great reſpe&, being recogniz'd as 
an integral part of his Religion. "RIS 
He was of as ſweet a Hſaſition, and of as highly. civil a 
converſation, as. a man (ſubject to the common frailties. of 
humane nature) almoſt could be, He had ſcarce a geſture 
which did not ſeem:to ſpeak, and by a powerful. and. charni- 
ing Rhetorich, alfet all whom he conyerſed with, Were it 
not that ſo many other moral Perfe&tions and Excellencies 
beſides that,it might as truly be faid him, as, by the Hiſtorian, 
was of the Emperour, in reſpe@ of his clemency, That he was 
Totws ex comitate, made up as it were of nothing elfe but 


* Counteſie and Aﬀability, 


For a Friend, I think I may ſafely ſay, He was one of the 
trueſt that ever Perſon had intcreſt m ; and withal, as plea- 
ſant as a ſerious Chriſtian could well with, He foved not 
raſhly , but where he loved, he loved intirely ; and who 
ever came to be entertained in his Aﬀections, were ſure to: 
find a warm Lodging : There was no mere but only one thi 
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(36) 
which he thought too mach for any, for whom he thought 
not his Lore too good, He could not fin (knowingly, and 
willingly) for 7 Friend he had on Earth. When Lelis 
inthe preſence of the Kemane Conſuls, (who after the con- 
deranation of 7;berems Gracchme purſued all that had been for. 
merly intimate with kim) came to — of Caius Bloſine, 
his chicteſt Friend, what he was willing to have done for” 
Gracchess : He anſwered, All things : What all things,repli- 
ed Zelsws > Suppoſe he had willed you to burn our Temples, 
would you have done it at his requeſt > I know, ſaid Bloſoes, 
he could never command it ; but if he had, I had obeyed 
him. I confeſs this Friend did never dare tobe ſuch a Friend, 
or any thing like him : But U/q=e ad Aras, fo far as lawfully 
and confcientioufly he might Þ any thing, he ſtuck at no- 
_ wherein he might ſerve, pleaſure, or gratihe them he 
v\ 


And yet his love was not ingrofſed by his Friends onely ; 
for whilſt to them he ſhewed himſelf frien ar f good nature as 
well as Chriſtianity, obliged him to be kind to all, and (ac- 
cording to his ablility). to the Poor bountiful. He was too' 77 
—_— throw away his Charity, yet not fo covetous as to 7 
with-hold it when he met with Obje&s to whom *twas due. # 
He did not think the little he had ſo much his own, as 7 
that his neceſſitous Brethren Eo claim apart in itz * 
and therefore gave them as if he had been paying Debts, and # 
not beſtowing Alms. But of all moſt admirab 
afeQion to the Souls of others, and his defire to do good 
to them. This indeed was moſt conſpicuous, and feemed ta 


bu 


le was his 


ſ 


Velut inter Ignes 
Lana minores. 


Much like the Moon appearing bigger, and ſhining brighter 7 
than the other Stars. The ſage Pythagoras, I retiember, þ 
gave this very myſtical, but wiſe advice unto his Scholars, #* 
( "Eyupancy wn eHety) By m0 means to eat thur own | 
Brarns ; intending by it, (as *tis conceived) that they thould 
not keep their Reaſon (of which the Brains is an immediate *; 
Iaſtrumen:) uato themſelves, but ſtill employ it for the 3 

| PER, advantage ' = 


0... 
2dvantage of others. - And ſure this Perfon did forbear to. 
eat, bur by his abſtinence, fed many others with his Brains, 
#. e. his inlightned, improved Reafon; Some there are, tv 
my knowledge, who at this day do verily think, they ſhould 
never have 6M the way to live, to live for ever, if he 
had liv'd unto, himſelf. Eminent was his charity to the 
poor Priſoners in Oxford Goal ; among whom firſt (as the 
reverend: Mr. Perkins did ar Cambridge) of his awn account 
be began to Preach, and held on conſtantly (whilſt he re- 
mained in Town) once a fortnight, for a year and upwards, 
encouraging them to give attendance on his Miniſtry, by a 
conſiderable allewance' of Bread ( that week - he preactits 
at his proper coſt and charges, Frequent viſits alſo was he 
us'd to make at other times, to other $ in the World thzt 
were bur mean and low ; his main (together with xhg 
relieving of their temporal wants), being to afliſt their 
Souls, and wy them forward in their way to Heaven. And 
indeed, in all his. Converſes, where-ever he was, be was. 
like Fire, (as Saluſt was uſed to ſay of Lrherodorrs) item 
Wan ram wn mrenxcuwa;, Warming, Refcething, xc. 
—_—_ that were about him, and kindling m them the like 

for God and goodnefs, which be had in himfelf Who 
ever they were that came to viſit, or to be acquaimed with 
him, it was their own fault if they got not by kim fo much 
Z , 25 to be for ever the berter tor him. It was hardly 
ble to be in his company, and not to hear ſuch things tiom 
him, 'as, if well weighed, might have been cnough to make 
ane out of conceit with Sin,and in love with Vertue,as long as 


| onelived. Thouglrkardid not fay (as Tims once) yer by bis 
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- el, letothers ſpeak, 


ations, we may judge he ht that he had even quite Joſt 
_ when none had gained fomewhar by kim. He lived 
25 if he had been quickned with that ſaying, (which I have 
ſomewhere met with in Tertull;an) Quid prodeft eſſe, quod efſe 
20» prodeſt > To what purpoſe is it to live, and not to live to 
ſome good purpoſe. . 

Bur this was that ( this ardent love to the Souls of men ) 
that quickly depriy'd us of his company, it carricd him down 
into the Countrey, where, how he demeaned and carried bhim- 
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CHAP, I.” 


4 brief Charatier of bim by that Reverend Perſon 
Mr. R, A, who was nearly related to him, ſhewing 


bow eminently be ws qualified for the Miniſterial Þ 


Serujce and Warfare, unto which be was called. 


QF his ExtraQ, I ſhall ay little ; He was the Son of a 

godly Father, 'Mr.' Tobse Allen, ſometime of the Devs- 
24s, an underſtanding, affe&ionate, prudent, and fignally 
humble, and experienced Chriſtian ; who died ſuddenly, bur 
fiweetly 3- his Son ſurviving him not abovea year or two. . He 
having been —— or, ſome tinie, at length he ſeemed 7 
to be upon eecovery, 


came down out of -his Cloſet, and called for ſomethiny to ear, 2 


which being prepared, he gave Thanks, but could not eat any 


thing: His Wie perceiving a ſudden change in him, perſwa- bo 
ded him to go to his:Bed 4 He anſwered, No, but I will die-in 
my Chair, and I am not afraid to die ; \ He ſat down and on- | 


ly ſaid, My Life is hid with:Chriſt in God,”:and then he cloſed i 


his Eyes with his own hands, and died irminediately. No more: | 
of the Father : Concerning tijs Son I thall-ſpeak, Sj 
* What he wasyand what his temper and behaviour was.) 


As 4 Chriſtian. 
As a Miniſter. 
1. As 4 Man, He was, 1; Of quick natural pms great” 4 


acquired Abilities, concerning which I ſhall need fay no | 
more, there being a fuller Account given' by another 


Hand, a 
4 7 Of 16/ 
- *y 
2, * 4 2: 

4 ov 

ſe 60 


went about his Houſe ; on the morns i 
ing before he died, hearoſe about four ; about 1o or 11 he 
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( 39 ) 
' 2. Of acompoſed grave and ſerious temper and behaviour, 
not at all moroſe. but full of cand6ur, free, affable, chearful, 
and courteous. AD | 3 bots 
2. As 4 Chriftian, He was for exemplary Holineſs and Hea- 
venlineſs of. mind and life, much elevated above the ordinary 
Rank, He lived much in delightful Communion with Ged, 
his Soul was greatly exerciſed in Divine Contemplation, and 
he would ſometimes ſpeak (to provoke others, whom he wiſh- 
ed the ſame delights, to the ſame exercife) what incffable 
leaſure, ſweetneſs, and fatisfation his Soul had found in his 
Rated Meditations on the Divine Attributes, diſtin&ly one by 
one. In his Diſcourſes he would ſpeak much-and paſſhorately 
to the commending and exalting of the Divine Goodneſs, and 
of the inexpreflible dearneſs and tenderneſs of the Divine 
Love. In Prayer he was not ordinarily ſo much in conteflion 
or complaining of Corruption and Infirmitizs, (ihough che 
expreſſed a due ſenſe of theſe) as in the admiring and-praifing 
of God in his Infinite Glorious Perfe&tions, in the mention'ot 
his wonderful Works, particularly of thoſe Wonders of his 
Love revealed in Jeſus Chriſt, In ſome of his Letters to: me, 
when he had been ſpeaking of the Grace and Goodneſs of God 


, to him, (of the ſenſe whereof he would ſeem to be even quite 


ſwallowed up) he would break off with ſome ſuch Expreſlions . 
as theſe, 7 a full of the Mercies of the Lord ; O'love the 
Lord for me; O praiſe the Lord for my ſake ; O help me, 
help me to praiſe the Lord. 

His whole Life was adotned and beautified wi. h the a&mi- 
rable luſtre of his particular perſonal Graces. | 

- 1. He was 4 Man of Love. His ſweet amicable and. 
courteous converſe, was ſuch as made him the delzc:e of his 
Acquaintance, and made way for the entertainment both of 
his ſerious Counſels and ſcverer Reproofs : He grew dear un- 
to the Saints that knew him, becauſe they ſaw in his very face 
and all his Carriages, how very dear they were to him, His: 
compaſſion to thoſe in diſtreſs, his bounty to thoſe in want, 
( wherein he abounded beyond his ability ) his forbearance 
in caſe of offences, his affectionate Language and Carriage, his 
readineſs to-all obliging Offices of Love ro his Relations, to 
his Friends, to Strangers, to Enemies, did cyidently deciare | 
how he loved them, Eſpecially his Loye was Jt forth m 

; | C4 _—_ iullr 
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fuller fireams _ the jon where he exercifed his 
_ The People of his vere the People of his De. 
ight. His ardent longing for their Souls, his rejoycing in 
their Souls ——- proſperity, his bleedings and breakings of - 
Soul 'under any of their falls or inkirgyiies his unceflant la. 
bours among them, both publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe, 
his frequent and affc&tionate Letters tq them when he was ab- 
ſent ; his earneſt deſire to live and die, and he buried amongſt 
them, (declaring to them, That sf he died within fey mules 
of Taunton, has will was to be brought and buried there, that 
is Bones might be laid with their Bones, his Duft mingled | 
_ thur Duſt) theſe all declare how greatly they were in his 
eart 4 


'K He 4s 4 Mar of Conrage, T1. Hefeared no dangers 
$1 the way of his Duty, — that He that walks - 
rightly, walks ſurely, In caſes lefs clear, he was very inqui 


tive tq underſtand his way, and then he fixed withaur fear. 
2, He feared not the faces of Men, but where occaſion 

was, he was bold in admontſhing, and faithful in reproving ; | 

which ungrateful Duty he yet ed with ſuch prudence, 


and ſuch expreſſions of Love, and mp w _ as | 
work more ſuc- 


m_ his way into hearts more caſie, 
Ces 2 W 
3. He was 4 Son of Peace; Both a zealous Peace-maker % 
zmong differing Brethren, in' caſe of perſanal Quarrels and : 
Contentions ; and he was alſo of ſober and'peaceful Princi-. 
ples, and an healing Spirit, 2s to Parties or FaRions upon the 
account of Religion, He had an awful and reverend regard 
to Magiſtrates, -abhorring all provoking and inſolent ex. 
preſſians, or mutinous and tumultous Actions againſt them. 
4. He was 4 —_— Truth and Righteowſueſ? : Both as to 
his own perſonal praice, and alſo was much in preſſing it 
upon others, eſpecially profeſſors of ge to be exam- 
plarily-juſt in their dealings, and true in their words ; to be | 
wary in promiſing, and punctual in performing. O'how often | 
and paſſionately have I heard him bewailing the Sins of Pro. 
miſe-breaking and deceitful dealing, whereof ſuch as he hath 
known to be guilty, have underſtood both by Word and Wri- | 
ring how much his Soul was grieved at them, for the wrong 
they did hercby to their own Souls eſpecially, and the = 
| | | proacy 


DRE. >. ..?, 

p -rhey brought upon the Goſpel of our Lord, 

5. He was of great Patience, To ſay nothing of his beh:x\vur 
under ſufferings of other kinds, his great weakneſs, and long 
languiſhing for ſome years together, and his conſtant ſerenity, 
calms and quietneſs of Spirit, in all that time, fo far from 
the leaſt touch of murmuring, that he was ſill bleſſing the 
Lord for his tender dealings with him, have given the World 
a full proof that he was of a patient Spirit, | 

6. He was Eminent im Liberalsty ; Henot paly did, but 
deviſed liberal things, and by liberal things did be fland , 
He ſtudied and conſidered w he might both give him- 


. 


- ſelf, and procure from overs, relief or thoſe in want ; 


He gave much Alms daily, both in the place where he 
lived, and where-ever he came, When there were Colle&i- 
ons at any time for pious and charitable uſes, He ſtirred up 
others to bountiful-giving, both by Word, and alſo by his Ex- 
ample. In the Colle&ion for the Fire in Lodo, He gave 
publickly ſuch a liberal proportion as he thought meet to be - 
3n example to others ; and 7s 1 came crcaonbing under. 
ſtand) leſt it ſhould be misjudged, he had been known to give 
more, he gave more than as much again ſecretly, He dittri.. 
buted much amongſt his Relations. His Aged Father, and 
divers of his Brethren, with their large Families, being fallen 
into decay, he took great care for them all, and gave educati.. 
on to ſome, Penſions to other, Portions to others of them ; 
and notwithſtanding all this, he had but a very ſmall matter 
of Stock to begin upon, and never above $0 pounds per 47. 
that I know of, and near the one half of his time, not above 
half ſo much ; only by the induſtry of his Wife, who for di.. 
yers years kept a Boarding-School, his income was for that 
time conſiderably enlar He took great pains in journey- 
ings abroad to many tlemen, and othe rich Men in the 
Countrey, tq procure a ſtanding ſupply for ſuch Non-conform- 
ang Mimifters as were in want, _. 

7. He was of an Adrve Spirit, He went about doing 
good, | As he was abundant and unceſſant in his Labours in 
the Congregation where he lived ; So where-ever he came, he 
would be ſomerſng ſome good Seed, not only among the A. 
dult, but he would be dealing much with ,the Childreitin 
thoſe Families into which he came, asking them Queſtions, 

| giving 
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( 42 ) | 
iving them Counfe), and ſometimes leaving them his Coun 
Lin Writing. In his own Family (which- was great whilſt 
his Wife kept Boarders) he was exceedingly induſtrious z 
the gravity of his Carriags, contempzzted with much ſweet- 
<5 and affability towards thoſe young 'ones, begat in many. 
of them, the Awe and Love, as of Children to their Father, 
and made way for the ſucceſs of his Indeavours wih- them, 
which was conſiderable upon divers of them. ' At Barh, while 
he lay fick there, he ſent for many of the Poor, both Old and 
Children, and gave them'Catechiſms, engaging them to learn 
them, and give him an account ; 'who came cheatfully and 
Frequently to him, being encouraged herero- by his Familiar 
and Winning Carriage ; his giving them Money, his Feeding - 
and Feaſting them. He would fometimes fay, 7's prey that 
Cornſel of our Lord (Luk.14.13.) of Feaſting the Poor, was 
z0 more prattiſed among Chriftians. T2 
8. He was of an humble Spirit, Though God had ſo ex« 
——_ lifted him' up in rhe Hearts of others, yet he was 
not puffed up in his own : He was low in his own eyes, and 
defpiſed rhe praiſe of men. - His whole carriage was without 
the leaſt oftentation, and he was of great condeſcention to 
the Weakeſt or Meaneſt. Once or twice he was complain- 
mg-to me of the pride of his Heart ; I ( judging it to proceed 
rather from an holy jealouſie of himſelf, and a tenderneſs of 
the leaſt oa of that evil, than fron/any power it had-upon 
bim) replyed to him ( as I remember-) to this purpoſe : If 
he had a puoud Herrt, he had it to himſelf, for none elſe 
could perceive it. --But he anſwered, Some men that are proud 
enowgh, have more wit than to let every one know #t, Another 
time making the fame complaint in a Letter to me, he added 
this :- But my naughty heart, whilſt 1 am writing this zs 1m hope 
will ot belzeve me, * So watchful was he, as to eſpie and 
<= leaſt motions of that Luſt, which he ſo much ab- 
rred, | 
' '3. As 4 Myniftey. He was fetled in Taunton Magdalen, as 
an Aſſiſtant to the Reverend Paſtour there ; with whom, as a 
Son with the Father, he ſerved in the Goſpel, I ſhall fay 
nothing here, there being a large Account given under the 
Hand of that worthy Perſon. | | 
; But beſides his Labours in that great Cmppeynſes, M 
whic 
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which alone he was fixed, the care for many other Congrega 
tions was daily upon him. . He went forth frequently: into fee 
veral places about the Countrey, amongſt the poor i WG 
people that lived in dark Corners, and had none to take care 
of them, and both Preached to them himſelf, and ftirred; 
up many of his Brethren 3 whoſe forward minds readily joyn+ 
. with him, to ſer up ſtanding Le&ures amongſt them. He 
had an Eye to poor Wales, and had an influence upon the 


| ſending over ſome Miniſters to them: He reſolved alſo to have 


e and ſpent fome tim? amongſt them himſelf, and by all 
the difſivafions of his Friends, from his great Weakneſs and. 
Untitneſs for Travail, he was hardly: with-held from his 
Purpoſe. | 


4s Account of bis Godly Life and Prafjice, and of 
the Courſe of hs Miniſtry in Taunton, given by 


. © Mr. George Newton, the Reverend Paſtor there; 


M*® Foſeph Allein came to my Affiſtance, in the Year' 
1655. being then in the One and Twentieth year of 
his Age ; and we continued together with much mutual Sa- 
tisfaction. EL lo. Haoye Y by -2 
I ſoon obſerved him-to. be a. young Man of Singular Ac- 
compliſhmenrs, Naturaland Acquired, His Intelle&uals ſo 
lid, his Memory ſtrong, his AﬀeCtions lively, his Learning: 
much beyond the ordinary Size : And above all, his Holi 
eminent, his Converſation exemplary ; In brief, he had a' 
good Head, and a better Heart. . 01-5 
He fpent a conſiderable part of his time in private con< 
yerſes with God, and his own Soul ; he delighted very much 
to periorm his ſecret Devotions in the view. of Heaven, and 
3's : the 
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the open Air, when he could tind advantages fit for his pur- 
poſe. He uſed to keep many dayes alone, and then a private 
Room would not content him, but ( if he could ) he would 
withdraw himſelf to a ſolitary Houſe, that had no inhabitant 
init: And herein he. was gratified often by ſome private 
Friends of his, to whom he did not impart his deſign : Per- 
haps ir was, that he might freely uſe his Voice as his Aﬀecti- 
ons led him, without ſuch prudential conſiderations and re- 
ftraints as would have been neceſſary in another place; and ' 
that he might converſe with God without any avocation or 
diftration, 


His converſation wi:h others, was alwayes mingled with 
Heavenly and H6ly Diſcourſes ; he was ready to Initru&,and 
to Exkort, and to Reprove, which he never failed to do 
(when he thought it neceſſary) what-ever the event might be : 
But he performed it uſually with ſuch reſpe&, humility, ten- 
derneſs, ſelf-condemnation, and compaſſion, that a reproof 
from him did ſc}dom, if at all, miſcarry. 

In the Houſes where he Sojourned, their Hands fed one, but 
his Lips fed many ; God freely poured Grace into his Lips, 
and he freely poured it out, None could live quietly in any 
viſible and open fin, under his inſpe&ion : When he came to 
any Houſe to take up his abode there, he brought Salvation 

ith him ; when he yon he left Salvation behinil -him, 
His manner was, when he was ready to depart, and to tranſ- 
plant himſclf into ſame other Family, (as that the exigence 
of his condition and the time, did more than once conſtrain 
him to) to call the People one by one into his Chamber ; 
fom whence it was obſeryed, that ſcarce any one rerumned 
with dry eyes. G 

In mattcrs of Religion, and the firſt Table, his Rtiritneſs 
was ſo exemplary, ( which was near to rigour ) that I have 
ſcarce known any of his years keep pace with him. - Surely he 
did more than others z His Righteouſneſs exceeded not the 
Publican only,but the Phariſees too. He was much taken with 
Monſieur. de Rewty, (whoſe Life he read often) and imitated. 
ſome of his Severities upon better grounds : How often have 
I heard him to admire (among many other things) eſpecially 
his ſelf-annihilation, ſtriving continually to be Nothing, that » 
God might be all, . | Fs 
4 -t 
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-.- But here he ſayeth not, hz was a ſecond-Table-riati,a ntan 
of Morals ; I never knew him ſpotted in the leaſt degree with 
any unjuſt or untharitable AM, And I am ſure, the many 
failings of Profeſſors in this kind,touched him to the very quick 
and brought him low ; drew Pray ers, Tears, Complaints, and 
Lamentations, both by Word and Letter trom him, our 

et the Lord would not permit hint to behold and reap t1 

ruit before he died. 

He had an eminently, free, and bountiful heart to his 

wer ; and I may truly ſay, beyond his power ; yea, much 

zyond it, he was willing of himſe]f, It 15 bur ſeldom thar 
the beſt do need reſtraint in theſe Matters ; and yet we read 
of ſome who brought. more than enough, yea, much more 
than enough, Exod. 36.5. So that there was a Proclamati- 
on ifſued out, to put a ſtop upon their Buunty, and it is ad- 
ded preſently, ſo the People were reſtrained. Men univerſal 
ly almoſt do need a Spur, but he did rather need a Bridle, 
When other men gave little out of much, he gave much our 
of little ; and while they heapt and gathered up, he diſper- 
ſed and ſcattered abroad; He did not hide himſelf from his 
own fleſh, but was helpful to Relations, as ſome of them 
have great reaſon to acknowledge. His _ began at home, 
bur it did not end there ; for he dz good ro all, (according to 
his opportunities) though eſpecially to the Howuſhold of Faith, 
He conſidered the Poor, he ſtudied their condition ; he de- 
viſed liberal things ; he was full of holy Proje&ts, for the ad- 
vancement of the good of others, borh Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral ; which he purſued with ſuch irreſiſtable vigor, and zeal, 
and activity, that they ſeldom proved abortive. 

He was a man of extraordinary condeſcention to the infir.. 
mities of weaker Rrethren, as they that are nioſt holy, and 
beſt acquainted with themſelves, are wont to be : /»/frwt#1r: 
theſe that were contrary minded in methneſs ; If God proven 
venture would grve them repentance to the acknowledging of 
the Truth : Reſtoring thoſe who were overtaken with 4 fault, 


wth the Spirit of Meekneſs, So dealing with them in ſuch 
a loving, ſweet, and humble way, as conſidering himſclf, 


leſt he alſo might be tempted, In their confefſed failings, 
h- was. no way ſupercilious, captious, and cenforious ; he 
would maintain a good opinion of another, upon a ——_ 
vote 
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footing than many others, who ( to ſay no more ) were no- 
5 iter, bolier, Dies chan himſelf _-_ be, 
His Charity, Believed all things that were to be believed, and. 
Hoped all things that were to. be _ And when he deep- 
ly condemned the Aftion, he would not judgeof the Eſtate ; 
Todend he bad more charity for others than himſelf;and though 
he were ſufficiently mild in his  prarera of others, he was ie- 
vere enough in his judgment of himſelf, 

. - He was not Peremptory in matters that belong to doubtful 
Diſputations : He laid no more weight and ſtreſs on Noti- 
ons, and Opinions in Religion, that wholly depend por 
Topical Arguments, than belongs to them. He was not like 
many who are ſo over-confident in their determinations, that 
they will hardly hold communion ; Nay, ſcarce ſo much as 
a pleang converſation with any man ( how gracious ſoever ) 
who cannot think, aud ſay, and a& in cvery thing as they do. 
He would allow his Fellow-Mcmbers the Latitude that the 
Apoſtle doth ; and fo would freely and familiarly converſe 
with thoſe who are ſound in the Faith, (as to the fundamentals 
of Religion) and who were ſtrict and holy in their lives, 
of all Perſwaſions. 

_ His Miniſterial Studies were more than uſually eafie to 
him, being cf a quick conceit, a ready, ſtrong, and faith. 
ful memory, a free expreſſion ( which was rather nervous 
and ſubſtantial, than ſoft and delicate) and which was beſt 
of all, a holy Heart that boyled and bubled up with good 
matter, This furnitht Þijm cn all occafions, not with warm 
affeRions onely, but with holy Notions two. For his Heart 
was an Epiſtle, written not with Ink, but with the Spirit of 
the Living God : And out of this Epiſtle, he drew many ex- 
cellent things. In the courſe of his Miniſtry, he was a good 
Man, and in his Heart a good Treaſure z whence he was wont 
continually to bring forth good things, both in publick and 

rivate, 
nf He was apt to Preach and Pray, moſt ready on all oc- 
caſions to lay ovt himſelf in ſuch Work, yea, ſpending bim- 
ſelf in ſuch Work: When my ſuddain Diſtempyer ſciſed up- 
on me, put himat any time ( as many times they did ) up- 
on vcry ſhort and ſiddain preparations, he never r Aled 4 
no,, nor {0 much as fluctuated in the undertaking : But Deng 
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called, he confidently caſt himſelf upon the Lord, and truſt. 
ed perfectly to his Aﬀiſtanc?, who had never tailed him ; and 
ſo he readily and freely went about his Work without aiſtra. 

ion. 

" He began upon a very Conſiderable ſtock of Learning, and 
Gifts Minifterial and Perlonal, much beyond the proportion 
of his Years, and grew exceedingly in his Abilities and 
Graces, in a little tim*. So that his profiting appeared to 
all Men ; he waxed very rich in heavenly Treaſure, by the 
bleſſing of God on 2 diligent hand, ſo that he was behind 
in no good Gift, ' He found that pretious promiſe ſenſibly 
made good, To him that hath ( for uſe and good employ- 
ment) ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance, He had 
no Talent for the Napkin, bur all for Traffique, which he laid 
out ſo freely for his Maſters uſe, that in a little time they 
multiplyed ſo faſt, that the Napkin could not hold them, F 
heard a worthy Miniſter ſay of him once, (not withont much 
admiration) Whezce hath this man theſe things > He under- 
ſtood whence he had them well enough, and fo did IT, eyen 
from Above, whence every good and perfe&t Gift proceed- 
eth : God bleſſed him in all Spiritual Bleſſings in Heavenly 
Things, and he returned all to Heaven again ; he ſerved God 
with all his might, and all his ſtrength ; be was abundant ir 
the Work of the Lard ; he did not-go, but run the wayes of 
his Commandments : He made hajte and lingred not ; He did 
rieny and was not weary; he diawalk,, and was not famt. 
He preſſ:d hard towards the Mark, till he attained it ; his Race 
was ſhort and ſwift, and his End glorious. 

He was infinitely and -oſariably greedy of the Converfion' 
of Souls, wherein he had no ſinall ſucceſs in the time of his 
Miniſtry : And to this end, he poured out his very Heart in 
Prayer and in Preaching ; He «mparted not the Goſpel only but 
hi own Sorel. His Supplications, and his Exhortations, ma- 
ny times were ſo affectionate, ſo full of holy Zeal, Life, and 
Vigor,that they quite overcame his Hearers : He melted over 
them, ſo that hz thawed and molified, and ſom-times diffol- 
ved th: hardeſt Hearts, But while he melted thus, he waſted, 
and at lait conſumed himſelf. | 

He was not ſatisfied to ſpend himſelf in publique, but uſed 


conſtantly to go from Houſe to Houſe, atd there to deal per:- 


ticularly 
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ticularly ( where he had a tree reception ) both with the 
Guvernours, and with the Children, and with the Servants 
of the Houſhold, inſtruting them eſpecially in the great 


Fundamental neceſſary Truths of the Law, and of the Goſpel, 


where he obſerved them to be ignorant : Gently reproving 
them, where he found any thing amiſs among them. Exhorts- - 
ing them to diligence, both in their general and particular 
Calli Entreating them who were defe&tive, by any 
means to ſet up the Worſhip of God in their Houſes, and to 
make them little Churches, by conſtant readitig of the Scrip- 
ture, that ſo the Word of Chriſt _— deeply dwell among, 
and in them richly, by careful Catechifing of the Children, 
and the Servants, if the Governours were able ; by frequent 
Meditations, Conferences, Repetitions of that which they 
had heard in publique, eſpecially by daily Prayer, Morning 
and Evening, that ſo they might avoid that dreadful indigna- 
tion which hangs over, and is ready to be poured out upon the 
Families that call not upon God. He made the beſt inſpeQi- 
on that he could, into the ſtate of eyery particular Perſon, 
and fo accordingly applyed himſelf to check, to comfort, to 
encourage, as he found occaſion. All which he did with ſo 
much tenderneſs, humility,8 ſelf-denya], that they gained very 
much on the affetions, and reſpe&ts of all that received him, 
and wrought them at leaſt to outward conformity ; fo that 
they who were not viſited in the beginning, at length came 
- —_—_—_ called upon him to come to their Families and help 
em, | 
Thus did he wear himſelf away, and gave light and heat 
to others : He uſually allowed himſelf too little ſleep to re- 
cruit and to repair the Spirits which he waſted with waking. 
His manner was to riſe at four a Clock at the utmoſt, many 
times before, and that in the cold Winter Mornings, that he 
might be with God betime, and fo get room for other ſtudics 
and imployments, His, extraordinary watchings, conſtant 
cares, exceſſive labours in the Work of his Miniltry, publique 
and private, were ny a to be the cauſe of- 
thoſe diſtempers and d:cays, and at laſt of that ill habit of bo= 
dy, whereof in the end he died. 
He was the graveſt, firiteſt, moſt ſerivus, and compo- 


ſed young Man that I had ever yet the happineſs to be ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with. And yet he was not rigid in his Principles, his 
moderation was known to all men that knew kin, _. 
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CHAP. V. 


A further Account of bis Catechizing, both 2 Pubs 


lick and Private, by Mr. G. 


. 


Wy WK Hen he did Carechiſe the greater Sort in Publick, be- 


fore he was Silenced, his -manner-was to begin with 


7 Prayer for 2 Bleſſing upon that Exerciſe : And having propo- 


| ſed ſome Qu 


ueſtions out' of the 4//errblies Catechiſm to them, 
eful, not onely to make them perfect in rehearſing 


he was car 


| the Anſwers there ſet down, but alſo to bring them to a clear 


; * And to draw ſome pradtical, uſcful, inferences from 


EZ underſtanding of the ſence and meaning of the ſaid Anſwers, 


and of all the Terris and Phraſes in which they are Mag ; 
e 

Heads of Divinity contained in them. Moreover, when any 
diltinQion was neceſſary for the clearing up of the matter in 
; he would be alſo inſtructing his Catechumer's therein ; 


E Now this he would do, by propoſing ſeveral other Collateral 
 E Queſtions, belides thoſe in the Carechsſm ; which Queſtions, 


together with the Anſwers to them, himſelf had before drawn - 
up, and ſent to them in writing, : i 
Inthe Even of the Lord's Da , his courſe was to repeat his 


Sermon again, in the publick Place of Worſhip, where abun- 


& dance of People conſtantly reſorted to hear him ; which when 
& he had done, ſeveral Youths were called forth, which did 
& give him an Accounit of the Heads of all his Sermion by Me- 


> As for his Method in going from Houſe to Houſe, for the 
© inſtrufting of Private Families, it was this z He would give 


” them notice of his coming the day before, 


Deſiring that he might have admittance to their Houſes, to 


; converſe with them about their Soul-Concerns, and that they 
2 would have their whol: Family "— azaiuſt he _ 
W 


ZE” © -* Io 
When he cam?, and the Family were le roger, "Ig 
would be inſtrufting the younger ſort in the Principles of Re. 
ligfon;by asking feveral Queſtzons in the Catechrfm; the An. 
ſwers to which he would be opening and explaining to them, 
Alſo he would be enquiring of them about their ſpiritualEſtate 
and Condition, labotiring to'make 'theni ſenſible of the evil 
and danger of Sin, the corruption and wickedneſs of our Na. 
fures,- the miſery of an unconyerted State'; ſtirring them up. 
to look after the true Remedy propoſed in the Goſpel, to turn 
from all their fins unto GOD, to cloſe with Chriſt upon his * 
own Terms ; to follow after Holineſs, to watch over their # 
Hearts and Lives, to mortihe thejr Luſts, to redeem their 
Time, to prepare for Eterhity. Theſe things as he would 
be explaining to their underſtandings,” that they might have 
Clear apprehenſions about them ; ſo he would be preffing the 
praftice of them upon their Conſciences,. with the moſt Co. # 
gent Arguments and Conſiderations, minding them of the 8 
great Priviledges they did enjoy, the many Goſpel-Sermons 
that they did or might hear, the many Talents they were .in- 
truſted withal, and the great account that they had to give # 
to the GOD of Heaven. Telling them how ſad it would be ## 
with them another day, if after all this they ſhould come j# 
ſhort of Salvation. Beſides, he would leave with them ſeve. # 
yal Counſels and DireQions to be carefully remembred and 
prattiſed for the gond of rheir Souls, Thoſe that were ſeri. 
ous and religious, he would labour to help forward in Holi- 
neſs, by anſwering their. Donbrs, reſolving their Caſes, in-# 
couraging them under their difficulties. And before h2 did 
Bo from any Family, he would deal with the Heads of that Fa. 
mily, .and ſuch others as were'grown to years of diſcretion, 
ſingly and apart : That fo he might (as much as poſſibly he 
could) come to know the condition 'of cach particular Per. 
ſon in his Flock, and addreſs himſelf in his Diſcourſe as might 
be ſuitable to every of them. If he did perceive that thcy dides 
live in the negle& of Family Dutizs : He would e:hort and} 
preſs them to ſet up the Worſhip of GOD in their Families, 
aS Reading,Prayer,and direQing them how to ſet abour it,andg 
to take time for ſecret Duties too, Such as were Maſtets ol 
Families, he would earneſtly perſwade, and defire, as theyfs 
did tender the Honour of Chrift, and the welfare of th-ir 
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Children, and Seryants Souls to let them have ſomtime e 
yery day for ſuch private Duties, and to incourage them in 
the nance of them ; neither would he l-ave them be- 
fore he had a promiſe of them ſo to do. Sometimes alſo he 
would himſelf go to Prayer before his departure, This was 
his method in the general ; although with ſuch 'necefſary 
variation in his particular Viſits, as the various State and 
Condition of the ſeveral Families did require, If the Family 
where he came were ignorant, he would inſiſt the longer in 
Inſftruting and Catechizing : If looſe, in rejporing and can 

Vinci : if Godly, in incouraging and direfing, = 
He Jid uſe to ſpend five afternoons every week in ſuch exer- 
ciſes, from one or two of the Clock, until ſeven in the even- 
ing: In which ſpace of time, he would viſit ſometimes three 
or four Families in an afternoon, and ſometimes miore, ac= 
cording as they were greater or leſs. This courſe he would 
take throughout the Town ; and when he had gone through, 
he would preſently begin again, that he might viſit every Fa- 
mily as often as he could. He often did bleſs GOD for the 
reat ſucceſs that he had in theſe Exerciſes, ſaying, that GOD 
made him as inſtrumeital of good to Souls this way, as by 
bis publick Preaching, if not more, When the Miniſters of 
this County of Sozerſer, at. one of their Afﬀociations which 
heretofore they held, were debating whether, and how far 
it were incumbent upon them to ſet up private Family Inſtru- 
Rion in their particular charges ; Mr. Allee was the Man 
that they pitched upon for to draw /; ta Reaſons for that 
practice, together with a Method for the more profitable ma- 
nagement of it, 


An Abridgment of what he drew rp, here 
F, ollowet h, 7 


T _g the unqueſtionable Duty of all the Miniſters of the 
Church of Chriſt, To #4ke heed ro 4ll the Flock over whom 

the Holieft hath made them Overſeers; and to Teach,& Preach;. 
not only publickly, but from Houſe to Houſe ; not onely ta- 
king a general care of the whole, or calling out the chiefeſt 
of the Sheep, for our particular Care and Inſpection, as the 
manner of ſome is, and leaving the reſt to fink or _ 
D 2 ut 
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But 2s good Shepherds iniquiring into their Eſtates, obſervin 
the particular Marks, Diſeaſes, Stra ings of our Shcep, an 
applying our ſelves ſuitably to their Cafes; In a word, warn- 
ing every man, that. we may preſcnt every man perfe& in 
3ſt Jeſus ; Therefore it behoveth us, to ſtudy to do this 
-great Duty in ſuch a manner, as may be ky to God, 
and profitable to our Flocks, The direQtions for performing 
this Duty, are either more general, or more ſp.cial ; for 
the more general Dire&ions, they are either ſuch as concern | 
_ theentrance on this Duty, or the performance of it, Far | 
thoſe that concern the Entrance : ; | 
7. It will be neceſſary, that we convince the People of the 
neceſſity of this Duty. | | | 
2. That we ſtudy to manage this great Work to our Peo- 
ples beſt advantage, | 
| 3. That we ſet apart ſuch ſet-times for this great Work, as 
upon conſideration we ſhall find moſt convenient for them and # 
us, reſolving to be conſtant in obſerving them. ,; 
4; a we ptay for Wiſdom from Above, what, and how | 
to ſpeak, [7 
© That we ſend word to the People, when we intend to # 


viſit them, that they diſpoſe of their buſineſs to receive us. of 

For thoſe that concern us, in the mannaging of the Duty : 

7, The Family being called together, we may, if time and | 

conveniency permit, begin with Prayer, | 
1 


2. The Family, confilting of Superiours, and Inferiours, 
it would not be amiſs to begin with the Inferious z for many 
can hear their Children, and Servants Examin-d contented-j 
ly, that cannot bear it themſelves : For that they will not 
difdain to give an account of themſelves bctore their Superi-| 
ours, though their Superiours would diſdain to give account 
before them ; and here it will be neceſſary to enquire into} 
their Knowledge, Practice, States, | ; 
. 7, Their Knowledge ; here we may examine what progreſs ## 
they have made in the Principles of th: DoGrine of Chit, LY 
and try them in the Catechiſm. 6 
2, What they do gain by the publick Miniſtry, what they 
remember of the Sermot laſt heard. .: 
2, In their Pra&ice. _ + 
1, In thcir Duty towards God; where it may be uſeful 
. , to'%: 


to inquire, if they make Conſcience of ſectet Prayer ; the 


crving i neceſſity of it may be expreſſed, the nature of it opened, -and 
+ Bo ſome heads of Prayer explained ; and if they be ſuch as need 
Wy Rh it, it would be uſeful to commend to them ſome form, for the 
| ry preſent help. : 
my _ 2. In the Duties of their Relations towards min ; and if 
? 7-2 WW they bepreſſed to Faithfulneſs, Diligence, and Uprightnefs, 
L. &© the Datics they owe to thoſe that were over them, it would be 
my very convenient, | _—_ | 
my 3. Into their Eſtates; and here we may take an account of 
FX Þ them, what they think of the ſtate of their Souls, ſhewi 
c the the paucity of them that are faved, the deſperate dereitfi 
" neſs of the hcart, the infinite danger of being deceived, the 
P wiles and devices of Satan to beguite them ; from whence,and 
400 ſuch ke Arguments, we may preſs them to be diligent in ip- 
k { quiting, what the caſe of their Souls 3s, to be jealous of them 
Ir, i # ſelves, where we may take occaſion to ſhew them, - 
mls I. Thatevery Manby Nature is in a damnable eſtate... 
4h 2. The abſolute neceffity of Converſton. <b> 
i L- 3- By what figns they may know whether they remain in, 
4 = or are delivered from, this Eſtate : which figns ſhould be 
ene tf few, plain, certain, and infallible, founded upon the tlear 
BB BW evi re the Word ; and becauſe the ſearching Wark is 
Juty 8 6 difplcafing to the Fleſh, that it might — them. ro 
a come too cloſe at firft, It may not be amiſs to deter this, till 
we had got ſome intereſt in their Hearts, by 2 loving tender 
r1ours, carriage, . ap 
— 3. The Inferiours being thus dealt with, may be difinif:d 
il ©<C-W to their ſeveral Imploymenrs, and then we may take occali- 
11 not onto diſcourſe with the Heads of the Families, proceedmg 
SuPErl- = as prudence ſhall dire& upon ſome of the fore-mentianed par- 
accoult | ticulars. - | 
re 1008 x. We may enquire whether they perform this great Duty 
of, of Prayer in the Family, offering th:m helps if they need. 
" yy. 2. We may preſs them to Inſtru& and Catechife their Fa- 
 milies, E | Hh, 
= 3. We may e:hort them to the ftrict Sandifying the 
at they © Lord's Day. 
® 4+ If they are poor, we may draw forth the Hand of our 
© Bounty towards them. 
uſeful TIE D 3 5. If 
to y 
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s. If we kflow any evil by them, we may take them fide 
privately, ſhewing them the finfulneſs of their pratice, and 

gaging them to promiſe reformation. | : 

6. We ſhould leave with them ſome few particulars of 

ateſt weight, often repeating them till hey remember 
hem, ingaging them to mind till we ſhall Converſe 
with them again. | p 
7. Our dealing with them, muſt be in that manner that 

may moſt prevail, and win upon their hearts, 

1. With Compaſſien ; being kindly affe&ioned to them, 
Charging, Exhorting, Comforting every one of them, as a 
Father his Children. 

2. With Prudence ing and ing them in all WiC. 
dom, applying our ſelves to the' ſeveral Caſcs and Capaci. 
ti 


es. 
T7. To the Rich in this World, ſhewing more refſpe& as 
their places require, charging upon them thoſe Duties that are 
required of them in ſpecial. or , 
2. To the poor, you may be more plain and free, preſſing 
noun them thoſe Duties that are moſt proper to their condi. 
tion. hs | 
. 3. To the Aged, we' muſt be more reverent, labouring to 
root out of them the love of the World, ſhewing them the 
dangeroufneſs of Covetouſneſs, and the neceſſity of making 
ſpeedy a for Eternity. - te : 
4. The Men are to be exhorted to Temperance and Sobrie. 
ty; diligence in their Callings, &c. 6c 
5. Women to Meeknefſs, Humility, Subje&ion to their 
Husbands, and conſtant infuſing good Principles into their 


en. 
3. With Patience, being gentle to all Men ; in meekneſ} 
inſtrufting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, bearing with their 
duJneſs, rudeneſs, and diſtefpeQtfulneſs, waiting for their re. 
pentance, | | 
4. With all faithfulneſs, giving no occafion of offence, that 
our Miniitry be not blamed. | | 
5. With Zeal, as Apollo, fervent in Spirit, teaching dil 
gently the thir;gs of the Lord, (5c. | 
6. With plainneſs, not betraying their Sonals to Hell, and © 
eurs with them, for want of faithfulneſs, and cloſeneſs ij * 


F 


our dealing with them; it being not ſufficient in general, 
that no — &e., ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
but telling them plainly, and particularly, fuch is your Joſe. 
_ your ignorance, that I tear you are In an unconverted 


te. . c Ee 
7. With Authority ; dealing with then in the power and 
demonſtration of the Spirit. A The © IRE 
- 8. With Humility ; Not lording it aver God's Heritage, but 
condeſcending to men of low Eſtates : Nor diſdaining to yo in-. 
'to the Houſes of the meaneſt. 7, © 2 Ons 
The ſort of Dire&ions are more ſpecial, reſpeQing the ſe 
veral ſorts of our People, who may be ranked into four 
Heads, the Ignorant, Prophane, Formal, Godly. ah 
Firſt, -For the Ignorant : Our Work with them will be, - -- 
T7. To convince them that are Ignorant, which may be done 
by ſhewing their inability, to anſwer ſome plain familiar Que- 
10NS, WES-iis, EFT 
2. To ſhew them the dangerous, yea, the damnable nature 
of ignorance, | "oY ; 
3. ToPreſs them with all poſſible earneſtneſs, to labour af- 
ter knowledge. - oh: we; 
- To anſiwer their carnal Pleas for their ignorance, when 


W 

Secondly, Fox the Prophane : It would be neceffary to deal 
with them convincingly, ſhewing the certain damnation they 
are running upon. | POTEN 

Thirdly, For the Formal : With theſe we muſt deal fearch- 
ingly, and ſhew them, a 

1. How eaſily Men may miſtake the Form of Godlinefs for 
the Power. aa ; 
2. The undoing danger of reſting in being almoſt a Chri- 


ſtian, gs 
The moſt diſtinguiſhing differences between an Hypocrite 


| a ſincere Chriſtian. 


—_— For the Godly : To theſe we muſt draw forth the 
Breaſts of the Promiſes, opening to them the riches and f/nefs 
of Chriſt ; inquiring into their growth in Grace ; quickning 
them to labour after aſſurance, to be ſtedfaſt in the Faith ; pa- 
tient in ſuftering ; diligent in doing the Will of Chrittz 2ea- 


- lous of good Works, alwayes abounding more and more. 
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There is one thing more, in which his ſelf-denyal, and 
other Graces, were' very exemplary : Namely, his faithful. 


. neſs in yo the miſcarriages of Profeſſors, ſparing none, 
whether High or Low, whether Miniſters or Private Chri. 
ſtians ; yea, — they had been never ſo dear in his affe.. 

ions, and never ooviging in their carriage to him, yer if he 
found in them any thing that was reproveable, and blame. 
worthy, he would deal with them faithfully and plainly about 
At, whatſoever the iſſue and event were. | 

One time when he was going about ſuch a Work, he told a 
Chriſtian Friend, with whom was very intimate and fami- 
lixr ; well (fayes ns? 1 am gorng about that which xs like to 
dhe 4 very dear and obliging Friend, to become an Enemy : 

But however, it cannot be omitted, #t zs better to loſe mans f4- 
vorrr, than GOD's. Bur G-.OD was pleaſed (then, as well 
as divers other times beſides, When he went about buſine(s 
of this nature) to order things for him, better than he could 

| have expected, and fo to diſpoſe of the heart of the Perſon # 
with whom he had to deal, that he was ſo far from becoming 

. his Enemy for his conſciencious faithfulneſs to him, that he lo- 
ved him the better ever after as leng as he lived. 3 

As to his judgment about the .4rm:54an Controverſies, as 
far as I can perceive, who have diſcourſed with him about # 
them, it'was much-what the ſame with DoRor Davenants,and 
Mr, B axters. 

He was a Man of a very calm and peaceable - Spirit, one 

. that loathed all tumultuous carriages and proceedings ; he 

was far from having any other defign in his Preaching, than 

_ the advancement of the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus, by the 
converſion and ſalvation of Souls : This was the mark that he 
had in his eye ; this was that for which he laboured, and ven-# 
tured, and ſuffered, and for which he thought he could neverf# 
Jay out himſelf enough. 

Though he were but a young qury 6 in his carriage he was 
excceding ſerious and grave, and wi.hal very humble, eourte. 
ous, and affable, condeſcending to diſcourſe with the poorettſ 

_ and meaneſt Perſons, for their ſpiritual good, as ſoon as with 
the grea'elt and richeſt, ; 

And indeed ſo unblameable and convincing was he in. 1heF 
whole of his converſation, that there were very ſew —_ 5 


14 | 

and ſober Perſons that knew him, either in Town or Country, 
elther Minkergor ante, (yea though ſome of them difexing 
in judgment from him) but did highly approve of him. a 
for his Brethren in the Miniſtry here in theſe parts, ſuch was 
his holy and diſcreet deportment amongſt them ; that he had 
as great an influence upon them, as tew others had the like. 

He was full of holy proje&s, often bethinking himſelf by what 
wayes and means he might more effefuzlly promote the ho- 
pour of Chriſt, and the benefit of Souls, and wharſoever he 
apprehended to be conducing to theſe higheſt ends, he would 
proſecute with that wiſdom and vigour, that he ſeldom failed 
of bringing.it to a comfortable and ſucceſsful ifſue. > 

Of which Proje&s,this is one which I thall here inſert, Ha- 
ving conſidered how much the Conſcientious, and frequent 
performance of the duty of Self-Examination, might tend to 
the bringing down of Sin, and furtherance of Holineſs, both 
in hcart and life ; He did earneſtly preſs the faid Dnty on 
his Hearers in his Preaching, direCting them in the lm. 
ance ;. and not onely ſo, but 'dealt with them alfo in private 
about it, and got a promiſe from the moſt of them; that they 
would every night, before they did take their reſt, ſet about this 
Duty ; and ſpend {ome time in ſecret, on purpoſe to call them- 
ſelves to an account, how they hag carried it that day, by pfo- 
poſing ſeveral Queſtions to their own hearts, which Queſti- 
ons he had referred to ſeveral Heads, and drawn up for them 
in writing, FE TEIP. T5Þ 

And not a few of them have acknowledged, that they- have 
cauſe to bleſs GOD, who ſtirred him up to put them upon this 
practice, which they have found very helpful to them in their 
daily Cfuiſtian W Fry IN 
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QUESTIONS, 
Whereby a Chriſtian may every 
day examine himſelf, 


.PSAL. 4 4+ 
Commune with your Hearts upon your Beds 


other time in the day more for your advantage in this 


Wesk) ſequeſter your ſelf from the World ; and having 


E's Evening before you ſleep (unleſs you find ſome 
charge it. befare 


anſwer to theſe Interrogatories, 
'For your Duties. 
Q. 1. Ded not God find me on my Bed, when he looked for 
me 0x 289 knees > Job 1. 5. Plal. 5.3, 


. 2. Have mot I prayed to no purpoſe, or ſuffered wander. 
szg thoughts to eat out my duties > Mat.1 8. 8,9. . Jer. 12.2, 


| of ones heart in the preſence of the Lord, 
A506 to 


3. Have not I negleted, or been very overly in the read- 
r=g God's Holy Word? Deut. 17.19. Joſh.1.7,8. 


. - Q:4. Have 7 digeſted the Sermon I heard laſt > Have T re- 
«—yp4ted ot aver > and prayed it over > Luk. 2,1 9,51, Plal.1.2. & 
ITS. 511,97. Q. 5: 


AU on On. 


»4 4 
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 'Q.. 5 War there not more of cuſtom, and faſb ion in my 


"Family Duties, than of Conſcience > Plal 101.2. Jer.z0.22) 


Q. 6. Wherein hav 1 denyed my ſelf this dey for God? 
Luk. 9. 23+ | 
Q. 7. Have Tredeemed my time from to0 long or needleſs ve 
/s, 1dle imaginations, fruitleſs diſcourſe unneceſſary {leg 
_ than po. of he World errant Col.4.5. 8, Sleeps 
. 8. Have 1 done any thing more than ordinary Go the 
Pa of God,, mn this time extraordmary > 2 of 28 
Ifa 62. 6. | . 


' Q. 9. Have 7 took careoff my Company? Prov. 13. 201 


| Pal. 119. 63- | 


Q. 10. Have not 7 negle#ed, or done ſomething againſt the 
duties of my Relations, as a Maſter, Servant, Husband, Wife, 
T arent, Child, &c, Epheſ.5.22. to Chap.s.ver.g. Col.3.18. #0 
chap. 4- Ver. 2. | 

For your Sins. | YA 

Q.. 1. Doth not for [it light > Plal.38.4- Rom.7.24. - 

Q. 2. Am 1 a morerner for the ſms of the Land 2*Exek. 9.4. 
Jer.9-1,2,3- : 


Q. 3. Do 1 Ive in nothing that 7 know or fear to boa fon i 
Pſal.119.101,104- 


For your Heart.) 
Q. 1. Have 7 been much in Holy Ejaculations ? Neb.24,5- 


Q. 2. H2th not God been out of mind 2 Heaven out of ſought 1 
Pſal.16.8. Jer-2.32. Phil. 3.23. Y IA 


Q. 3- Have 1 been often looking into-mine on Heart, bud 


(60) 
made conſcientt of vain thoughts > Trov.3.23. Plal.119.!1 3. 


| Q.:4. Have not / given-way to the workings of Pride, ow 
| Paſſion > 2, Chron.3 <6. Jam-4-5,6,7- i 


Far my Tongue. 


Q. 1. Have I bridled my Tongue, and forced it in » James 
- £ 2-26.Q 3-2,3,4+ Pfal. 39.1. | 
. Q.z Have 1 ſpoke evil of 0 Man > Tit. 3-2+ Jam.4.17. 
: <Q, 3. Hath the Law of. the Lord been in my mouth as 7 fat 
in my Houſe, went by the way, was lying down, and riſing up d 
Deut.6.6 + 


Q. 4 Have I come into 0 company where I have not drep- 
pm of God, and left ſome good [avonr nk 


L 
% 


Col.4-6- Epheſ.4-29. 
| | For. your Table. 
- Q. 1. Did net I fie down with an higher end than 4 Beaſs, 
wreerly to pleaſe my Appetite > Did I eat, drink for the glory 
of God? 1 Cor.10.gt. ES. —. 


£0. q Q. 2. Was not mine Appetits tos hard for ae ? Fude 13. 
3 Pet.1.6. Es - 


© '\ Q. 3. Did net 7 avife from the Ta. without dropping any 
thing of God there > Luk-7.36,fc. & 14.1 a5 John 6. ; 


4. Did not I mock with God when I pretended to crave 
a bleſſing, and return thanks > As 27.35,39. Mat.15-36. Col. 


-{ $17,23- ETA 
E560 - _ . For your Calling, | 
Q. 1. Have 7 been diligent in che duties of my Calling > 


+ Bccleſ.g, 1 Corr.l7,20,24 - , 
a, | Q.2. Have 


ol. 
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Q. 2. Have 1 deſrauded no man > 1 Theſ.4.6. 1 Cor.6. 3: 


Prov.31-6. Epheſ. 4.25. | 
Q. 4. Did net { raſbly make, nor fal/ly break ſome pro- 
wiſe > Pſal.106.33. Jol.g.14, fc, Phal.1 5-4. 


An Addition of ſome bricf Dire&ions for the 
| . Morning. Fd 


3. Have I dropped never a lye in my Shop or Trade? 


Dre. 1. 7 chro neceſſity or careleſneſ7 you have omit< 
Fed the ie firs js nk of theſe Lueftions in the even« 
ing, be ſure to do ut now. 


D. 2. Ack your felf,what fin have 1 committed, what ay 
b.rve I omitted > Againſt which of theſe. Rules have 1 offende 


.#n the day foregoing > And renew Jour repentance, and double 


o 


Jour watch, 


D. 3. Examize whether God were laſt in your thoughts 


- when you went ro ſleep, and firſt when you awake, 


; D. 4. Enquire whether your care of your heart and wayer, 
doth increaſe upon your conſtant uſing of this courſe for Self= 
Examination, or whether it doth abate, and you grow more 
remiſs, 


D. 5. impoſe 4 tath of ſome good meditations upon your 
ſclves while poſe are —_—_ norte to go over hf Roles 
an your thoughts, or the Heads of ſome Sermon you heard laft, 
or the Holy Medytations - ths prerpoſe mm the PraQice of Pie 
ty, or Scuders Daily Walk, £” : 


D. 6. Set your ends right for all that day, 


D. 7. Ser your watch, eſpecially agaimft thoſe ſins and temp- 
#arions that you are like to be moſt incident to that diy, 


; CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


A full Narrative of bus Life, ( from his 
Stlencing till his Death) by his IWiddow 
Mrs. Theodoſia Allein, 2m ber own 

Words 5 wherein is notably ſet forth 

with what patience he ran the Race that 

was ſet before him, and fulfilled the 
2+ 4 that he had received of the 

Lora, - | | 


Pxv* the A# for Uniformity came forth, my Husband 
was very earneſt 4) and night with God, that his Way 
might be made plain to him, that he-might not defiſt from 


"ſuch Advantages of ſaving Souls, with any a upon his 
Spirit 3 In which, when he faw thoſe Clawſes of 4ſſent and 
Conſent, and Renouncing the Covenant he was fully ſatisfied : 
" But he ſeemed ſo wwoderare before, that both my ſelf and 0- 
*thers, thought he would have Conformed : He often ſaying, 
He would not leave his work for (mall and dubious Matters : 
* Bur feeing his way /o plazn for quitting the publick S402 
that / « held, and being thoroughly pn of this, that the 
E:cc ion of the Miniffers out of their Places, did not diſob- 
l;..: 1kem from-preaching the Goſpel ; he preſently took up a 
$:m 1cſolution to go on with his Work in prevare, both of 
' Prercl.,ng and Viſiting from Houſe to Houſe, till he ſhould 
be ca:;5. dio Priſon, or Baniſhment, which he counted upon, 
th: ; cid afliſting him : And this Reſolution, without delay, 
. F p.ofecurcd 5 bh the Thurſday after he appointed a Solemn 
Day 


LY 


Day of Humiliatien, when he preached to as many as would. 
adyenture themſelves with him at our own Houſe : Bur it be. 
ing then a hg thing to the moſt Profeſſors to ſuffer, they 
ſeemed much afrighted at the threatnings of Adverſaries 3 fo 
that there was not ſuch an appearance at ſuch opportunities 
as my Husband expe&ed ; whereupon he miade it his Work 
to converſe much with thoſe he perceived to be moſt time." 
rous, and to fatisfie the Seruples that were on many | 
us; ſo that the Lord 'was pleaſed in a ſhort time to give 
him ſuch ſucceſs that his own People waxed bold fqr the Lord, 
and his Goſpel : and multitudes flocked into the Meetings, 
at whatſoever ſeaſon they were, either by day or night ; 
was a great encouragement to my Husband, that he went 
on with much vigour and affe&tion in his Work, both of 
Meng, and Viſiting, and Careckizing, from Houſe to 
Houle. 

He went alſo frequently into the Villages and Places about 
the Towns where their Miniſters were gone, as moſt of them 
did flie, or at the leaſt deſift for a conſiderable time after 
Bartholomew day : Where-ever he went, the Lord was pleaſed 
to give him great ſucceſs ; many converted, and the generali. 
ty of thoſe animated to cleave to the Lord and his wayes. 

But by this the Juſtices rage was much heightned againſt 
him, and he was often threatned and ſought for ; but by 
the Power of God, whoſe Work he was delighted in, was pre- 
ſerved much longer ont of their hands than he expe&ed : For 
he would often ſay, 1f it pleaſed the Lord to grant him three 
2onths liberty before he went-to Priſon, he ſhould account hims 

ſelf favoured by him, and ſhould with' more chearfulneſs go 
when he had done ſome Work, At which time we fold off all 
our goods, preparing for a Goal, or Baniſhmeny, where he 
was defirous I thould attend him, as I was willing to do, it al 
wayes having been: more grievous to m2 to think of being' ab- 
ſent from him, than to ſuffer with him, | 

He alſo reſolved, when they would ſaffcr him no longer to 
ſtay in Zg/72.4, he would go to China, or fore remote Part 
'of the World; 2nd publith the Goſpel there. p17 

It pleaſed rhe 'L.erd to indulge him, that he went on in his 
Work from Bxrtholomew <, Ly ill 2.25 the 26th after ; Tug 

e 


tolten thceatned, yer he was never imerrupted, though t 


People 
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People both of the Town and Countrey were grown fo reſo- 
lute, tbat they came in great multirudes, at whatever ſeafon 
the Meering was appointed, very ſeldom es a Sab- 
bath, and often in the week ; ' I know that he hath Preached 
fourteen times in eight dayes, and ten often, and fix or ſeven 
ordinarily in theſe Months, at home and abroad, beſides his 
frequent converſe with Souls. He then la ing afide all other 
Studies which he formerly ſo much delights in. becauſe he ac- 
counted his time would be but ſhort. And the Lord (as he 
often told me) made his Work in his Miniſtry far more eaſie 
tw.him, by the ſupplies of his Spirit both in Gifts and Grace, 
as did evidently appear, both in his Do&rine and Life ; he ap- 
pearing to be more Spiritual, and Heavenly, and affeionate 
then before, to all that heard him, or converſed with him, 


. He was upont a Satzrday in the evening, about fix a clock, 

ſeized on by an Officer of our Town, who had rather have 
been otherwiſe imployed, as he hath often ſaid, but that he 
was forced to a ſpeedy execution of the Warrant, by a Ju- 
ſtice's Clerk, who was ſent on purpoſe with it to ſee it Execu- 
ted, becauſe he feared that none of the Town would have done 
I | 


The Warrant was in the Name of three Juſtices, to ſum- 
mon him to appear forthwith at one of their Houſes, which 
was: about two miles fiom the Town, but he defired liberty to 
ſtay and Sup with his Family firſt, ſuppoſing his Entertain- 
ment there would be ſuch as would require ſome refreſhment : 
This would not be granted, till one of the chief of the Town 
was bound for his ſeedy appearance : His Supper being pre- 
pores , he ſat down eating very heartily, and was very chear- 

» but full of Holy and gracious ———_ ſutable to his 
and our preſent ſtate, Afer Supper, having prayzd with us, 
he with the Officer, and rwoor three Friends accompanying 
him, repaired to the Juſtices Houſe, where they lay to his 
charge, that he had broken th: 4 of Uniformity by his 
Preaching ; which he denyed, ſaying ; That he had Preached 
neither in any Church, nor Chappel nor place of publick Worſhop 
ſrace the 24th off Auguſt, and what he d;d was in hy own Fa- 
mily, with thoſe others that came there to hear him, 
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Here behold how many Miniſters have theſe eight or nine: 
years been ſilenced in England, Scotland, and Ireland, wh 6ſe 
Holy Skill and Conſcience, Fidelity and Zeal, 1s ſucht, as. 
would have juſtly advanced moſt of the Antient Fathers o the 
Church, to far greater renown, had they been but poſſeſſed, 
with the like : Of whom indeed the World is not worthy, O ! 
how many of them am I conſtrained to remember, with joy 
for their great Worth,and ſorrow for their Silence ! But thoug 
Learning, Holineſs, wonderful Miniſterial Skill, and Induſtsy , 
Moderation, Peaceableneſs, true Catholeciſm, abſolute Dedi- 
cation unto Chriſt, Zeal, Patience and Perſeverance, did not 
all ſeem ſufficient to procure his Mnifterial ot Corporal Li- 
berty in his latter years ; yet they did much more for him than 

that, in qualifying him for the Crown which be now enjoyeth 3 
and to hear, Well done good and faithful Servant, enter mito 
thy Maſters Foy. | 

But, alas, Lord ! What is the terrible future evil, from 
which thou takeſt ſuch men away ! And why is this World fo” 
much forſaken > As if it were not a Prayer of Hope which 
thou haſt taught us, Thy W+1l be dont on Earth, as it s mm 
Heaven, 

He hath Printed a ſmall Book, calted, .4 Call zo Archippme, 
to perſwade the ſilent Non-conformiſts, to pity Souls, 2nd to 
be faithful in the Work to which they are Devoted and Confe- 
crated, how dear ſoever it may coſt them. 

He held that Separation in a Church was neceſſary. mg: 
times from the known corruptions of it, But allowed nat Se- 
paration from a Church, where Active Complyance with ſome 
ſinful Evil, was not made the Condition of Communion, And 
in this way he frequently declared himſelf in Health and Sick- 
neſs, and moſt expreſly in my hearing on his Bed of Langyith- 
ing, when he was drawing near his Long-Home. "IH gp 

And that the People were not difobliged from attending up. 
on their Miniſtry, who were ejeted out of their Places, as his 
Book entituled 4 Call zo ptr «  ſheweth ; after that Black 
and Mournful Sabbath, in which hi took his farewel with much 
affefion of his Beloved People. | 

When he was taken up for Priſon, he was not onely conten< 
ted, but joyful to ſuffer for the Name of Jeſus and his Goſpel, 
which was ſo dear to him ; 29 God had given 
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him much more] time than he expe&ed, or askt of him, and 
that he accounted it cauſe of rejoycing,and his honour, that he 
was one of the firſt called forth to ſuffer for his name. 
- Although he was very ſuddenly ſurpriſed, yet none could dif. 
cern him to be in the leaſt —_— | | 
| He pitied the condition of his Enemies,requeſting for them, 
as-the Martyr Szephe;z did for thoſe that ſtoned him, Thar God 
would not l1y this ſin of theirs 10 their charge, The greateſt 
harm that he did with to any of them, was, That they might 
throughly be Converted and Sandified, and that their Souls 
might be [aved inthe day of the Lord Feſws. 

* He was very urgent with thoſe that were Unconverted, to 
look with more care after their Salvation, now they were re- 
moved from them that lonyed for it, and had watched for 
their Souls ; ufing this as an Argument often, That now they 
were fallen into the hands of ſuch, many of which, if not 
moſt of them, had neither Skill nor Will to ſave Souls : And 


fetting home upon them with moſt tender AﬀeCions, what mi- 


' ſerable Creatures they were while Unregenerate, telling then 
how his Heart did yearn for them, and his Bowels turned with- 


in him for them ; how he did pray and weep for them, while 


they were aſleep, and how willingly he had ſuffered a years Im- 
priſon:ment : Nay, how readily he could ſhed his Blood to pro- 
eure their Salvation. His Counſels and DireQions were ma- | 
ny, and ſuited to the ſeveral ſtates of thoſe he thus Converſed 
with, both as to their degree and place, and their fins and 
wants, and would be too long to recite, though I can remem- 
ber many of them. | 7 

' To his fellow Priſoners, he ſaid, The Eyes of GOD and An. 
gels are upon you, and the eyes of Men are upon You, now you 
will be critically itſerved, Every one will be looking that you 
ſhould be more Holy than others, that are called forth to rhis 
his glortaus Dignity, to be the Witneſſes of Chriſt Feſus, with 
the loſs of your Liberties. | 

| He was eminently free from harſh cenſuring and J=dging of 
others, and was ready to embrace all in Heart, Arms, and 
Communion,. Civil and Rcligious, any that profcficed ſaving 
Eith in Jeſus Chritt, and did not overthrow that Profeſſion 
oy ſome Fundamental Error in Doctrine or Wickedneſs of Life 
and Converſation, 
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And yet they accuſed him of being at a R/9tous AMmbly, 


though there were no Threats, nor dangerous Words z . no 
Staves; nor Weapons, no Feat ſo much as pretended to be 
{truck into afiy man, nor any other Buſineſs met about, then 
Preaching and Prayer. Here he was much abuſed, receiving 
many ſcorns and ſcoffs from the Juſtices, and their Aﬀoci- 
a'es, who were met to hear his Examination, alſo from the 
Ladies and other Gentlemen, who called him often Rogue, 
and told him, he deſerved to be Hang'd, and if he were nor, 


they would be Hang'd for him: With many ſuch like ſcurrilous' 


Paſſages, which ty Husband recetved with much patience ; 
and ſceming, as they apprehended by his Countenance, to 
Night their Threatnings,they-were more inraged at him: They 
urged him much to accuſe himſelf, which they ſceing they 
could not bring him to; and having no cyidence, as appeared 
after, yet did make his Mittimus for to go to the Goal on 
Monday Morning, af:er they had detained him till twelve at 
Night, abufing him beyond what I do now diſtintly remem- 
ber, or were fit to expreſs. : 

As ſoon as he returned, it being fo late, about two a Clock, 
he lay down on the Bed in his Clothes, where he had nor 
ſlept above two or three hours at the moſt, but he was up, 
ſpending his time in Converſe with God, till about eight a 

lock ; by which hour, ſeveral of his Friends were come tq 
Viſit him :. But he was fo watched, and the Oificer fat ſich 
a charge, that he was not ſuffered to. Preach all that Sabbath, 


but ſpent the day in diſcourſing with the various Companies 


that came flocking in from the Town, and Villages, to- viſi 
him ; Praying oftcn with them, as he could be. permitted. 
He was excecding cheartul in his Spirit, full of admications 
of the Mercies of God, and incouraging all that came to be 
bold, and venture for the Goſpel, and their Souls, notwith- 
ftanding what was comme vpon hint for their ſakes : For, as he 
told them, he was not at all moyed at at, nor did not in the 
lealt repent of any thing he had done, but accounted him- 
ſelf happy, and under that Promiſe Chriſt makes to his, in the 
5th of Matthew, That he ſhould be doubly and trebly bleſſed 
now he was to ſuffer tor his ſake : And was very earneſt with 
&is Brethren in the Miniſtry, that came ro ſce him, That 
they would not in the leaſt defiit when he was one, that 
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there might not be one Sermon the leſs in Taunton ; and with 
the People to attend the Miniſtry with greater Ardency, Di- 
ligency, and courage, than before z; aſſuring them 'how 
ſweet and comfortable it was to him to conſider what he 
had done for God in the months paſt : And that he was go- 
mg to Priſon full of Joy, being confident that all theſe things 
___ turn to the furtherance of the Goſpel, and the Glory of 


Bur he not being ſatisfied to 'go away, and not leave ſome 
exhgrtations with his People, he-appointed them to meet him 
abour one or two a Clock in the Night, to which they ſhewed 
their readineſs, though at fo mation; ble atime : There was 
of Young and Old, many hundreds ; he Preached and Prayed 
With them abour three hours, | 

And fo with many yearnings of his Bowels towards them, 
and theirs toward him, they took their farewel of each other ; 
a more affeQionate Parting could not well be. 

About nine a Clock, he with two or three Friends that were 
willing to accompany him, ſet out for /lcheffer : The Streets 
were lined on both ſides with People, and many followed him a 
foot ſome miles out of the Town, with ſuch lamentations, (that 
he told me after) did fo afte& him, that he could ſcarce bear 
them ; but the Lord ſo ſtrengthned him,that he paſſed throu 
them all with great Courage and Joy, labouring both by 
his chearful Countenance and Expreſſions, to encourage, 
them. 

He carried his Mittimus himſelf, and had no Officer with 
him ; but when he came there, he found the Goaler abſent, 
and took that opportunity to Preach before he went into the 
Priſon ; which was accounted by his Adverſaries, a great 
addition to his former Crime. As ſoon as the Goaler came, 
he delivered his Mittimus, and was clapped up in the Br:dewel 
Chamber, which was over the common Goal. When he came 
to the Priſon, he found there Mr. Fohn Norman, late Miniſter 
of Bridgwater, who for the like cauſe, was Apprehended 
and C ommitted a few dayes before him, (a Man, who for his 
ſingular Abilities in Preaching, his fervent Zeal, and Holy 
Bol neſs in the Cauſe of Chriit, his Conſtancy to his Princi- 
ples in the moſt Wavering and Shaking Tires, joyned with 
an exemplary Carriage and Converſation, was deſervedly had 

In 
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# vreat repute among the People of God in theſe Weffern 
_; and indeod there were very few that knew him, either 
among. the. ſc _ or Commonalty ; but for his emi-. 
nent Parts, and ſpotleſs Life, had great reſpe&s for him. ) 

There were alſo five more Miniſters, with fifty Qu4kers, 
which had all their Lodgings in the ſame Room, only parted 
with a Mat, which they had done for a Jittle more Retire- 
ment, It was not long after before Mr. Cover, and Mr, Powel, 
with eight more, were brought into the ſame place, being 
taken at Meetings ; which made their Rooms very ſtraight, 

and it was ſo nigh to the upper part of the Priſon, that they 
could touch the Tiles as they lay in their Beds ; which made 
it very irkſom, the Sun lying fo hot on it all the day, and 
there being ſo many of them, and ſo much Reſort continu. 


ally of Friends, they had very little Air, till they were for.. © 
; ced to take down the Glaſs, and ſome of the Tiles, to let in 


ſome Refreſhment, Bur here they were confined to Lie, and 
eat their Meals, and had no place but a ſmall Garden, joyn. 
e&to the place where all the Common Priſoners were ; which 
was no Retirement for them, they having there, and in their 
Chamber, the conſtant noiſe of thoſe Wretches, except when 
they ſlept ; who lay juſt under them, their Chains ratling, 
their Tongues often Blaſpheming ; or elſe Roaring and Sing. 
ing by Night, as well as in the Day : And if they went ints 
the Courts of the Priſon, there was the fight of their Clothes 
hanging full of Vermin, and themſelves in their Rags and 
Chains : But that which was moſt grievous to them, they 
had no place to retire to God in, neither alone, nor together, 
They were alſo much moleſted by the £zakers, who wonld 
frequently diſturb them by their Cavils, in the times of their 
Preaching, Praying, and Singing, and would come and work 
in their Callings juſt by them, while they were in Duties, 
which was no (hall diſturbance to them : And the want 
the Air was more to my Husband, than to moſt of them, be. 
cauſe he alwayes accuſtomed himſelf, both in Oxford, and af- 
ter, to ſpend his moſt ſecret Hours abroad in by-Places, in the 
Fields or Woods, 

As ſoon as he came into the Prifon, he Preached and Pray. 
ed, that he called the Conſecrar5on of ir, After he had ſpent 
a day or two in the Prifon, being willing to have me either 
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in the Town, pr there, to attend him,. and to keep compa? 
ny with his Friends, who came frequently to viſit him, he.then 
began to fit up his Lodging ; having prevailed with the Keeper 
for ene Corner, which was more private than the reſt, ro ſet 
his Bcd in, about which he made a little Partition by. ſome 
Curtains, that ſo he might have ſome convenizncy for Retire. 
ment. This was much comfort to him, and atter a few Weeks, 
he got leave of the Kecyer to go out a Mornings and Evenings 
a mile or more, which he did conſtantly, unlets the Weather, 
or his Keepers fury did hinder him. | 

Their Diet was very good and ſufficient, and ſometimes a- 
bundant, by their Friends kindneſs. Here they Preach: once 
a day conſtantly, fomctimes twice, and many came daily to 
hear them, eight or ten miles round about th: Countrey ; and 
Multitudes came to viſit them, it being a {trange fight to ſee 
Miniſters laid in ſuch a place, Their Eriends were exceeding 
kind to them, endeavouring by their frequents Viſits, and pro- 
viſions for Diet, and ſupplics of Monrcy, to make their Priſon 
ſweet to them. | CR , 

But my Husbands Labours were mnch increaſed by this, 
_ all the day in converfe, he was forced to take much ot 

e Night for his Studics, and ſecret Converſe with God. 

Thus he with my Brother Norman, and his Company, with 
their tcllow Priſoners, continued in that place for four Months, 
being toſſed from Seilions to Aſſizes. On the 14th of Fly 
folowing, he was brought tothe Seſſions held at Taxnron, and 
was there Inditcd for Preaching on May the 1724, but the Evi- 
dence againſt him was fo ſlender, that the Grad Fry could 
not find the Bill, ſo that he was not brought to his Anſwer 
there at all : And his Friends hoped he ſhould have been diſ- 
miſſed,it being the conſtane practice of th2 Cout,that it a Pri- 
ſoner be Indited, and no Bill found, he is Freed by Proclama- 
tion, Bnt however, my Husband was ſent to Priſon again un- 
11] the Aſſizes ; and to his Friends that carncitly expected his 
Inlargement, he ſaid, Let 2s bleſs God that his Will ts done, 


.. Anal not the will of ſaci Worms 4s we, 


AuguF the 24th, He was again Indited at the Aﬀſizes, and 
though the Evidence was the very ſame, that at the Selhons 
was by the Grard Fary, judged Inſaificient, yet now at the 
Aſſizes, the Bill was by them tound againit him. So was le 


ol 
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had to the Bar, and his Inditment read, which was to this 
purpoſe : That he, upon the 17th day of May, 1663. with 
twenty others, to the Furrors unknown, did Riotouſly, Row 
toufly, and Seartiouſly, Aſſemble NY together, "contra 
ry to the Peace of | our Sovereign Lord the King, and to the 
great Terrour of his Subjetts,and to the evil Example of others; 
Unto which, his Anſwer was, That as to Preaching, ant 
Praying, which was the truth of the Caſe, of theſe things he. 
was guilty, and did own them as his Duty ; but as for Kiotors 
Routous, and Seditinus Aſſemblies, he did abhor them with 
his Heart, and of theſe he was net guilty, At laſt he was 
found guilty by the Perry Fury, and was Sentenced by the®* 
Judge to pay an Hundred Marks, and to lic in Priſon till pay- 
ment ſhould be made, Sentence being pronounced againſt 
him, he only made this brief Reply : That he was glad that 
zt had appeared before kis Countrey, That whatſoever he was 
charged with, he was guilt y of nothing but doing his Duty, and 
that all did appecr 4 the Evidence, was only that he had Sung 
g Pſalm, and Inſtrutied his Family, others being there, and 
both in his own Houſe : And that if nothing that had been 
»rged world [atisfie.he ſhould with all cheaxrfulneſs and thank= 
fulneſs, _—_ whatſoever Sentence his Lordſhip ſhould pro- 
nounct upon him, for ſo Good and Righteozs a Cauſe, Thus 
from the Aſſizes he was ſent to Priſon again, where he conti- 
nued a whole Year, wanting but three dayes. | 

But the Winter coming on, they were willing to try if they 
could have the favour to be removed to the Ward,this place be- 
ing like to be as cold in the Winter, as it had been hor in the 
Summer, { there being no Chimney in the whole Chamber } 
which with ſome difficulty they obtained ; and then had more 
contfortable Accomodations in all reſpe@s. 

Here they had very great Meeiings, Week-dayes, and Sab- 
bath-dayes,and many dayes of Humiliation and Thankſgiving. 
The Lords-dayes many Hundreds came. And-though my 
Husband, and Broth:r Norman, had many Threats from the 
Juſtices and Judges, That they thould be ſent beyond Sea, 
or carried to ſome Iſland, where they ſhould be kept' cloſe 
Priſoners ; yet the Lord preſerved them by his Power, .and 
thus ordered it, that their Impriſonment was a great further- 
ance to the Goſpel, and brought much Glory. to him, _ 

Y. 
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. by their Preaching and Converſing with Souls : In which they' 
had great Succeſs through his Bleiling on their Labours, My 
.H having here more freedom, made a little Book, Enti- 
tuled 4 Call ro Archippme, to ſtir up his Non-conforming 
Brethren, to be diligent at their Work, whatſoever Dangers 
and Sufferings they might meet withal : And becauſe he 
could not go to his Flock £ had prepared for them, The Synop- 
ſos of _ -m which was after placed into one of my Fa- 
&- 

And for the help of the Governours of Families, in their 
' Weekly Catechizing thoſe under their charge, he explained all 
the Aſſemblies ſhorter Chatechiſm ;, to which he annexed an af- 
&&ionate Letter, with Rules for their daily Examination ; 
which were Printed and Diſperſed into al their Houſes by his 
Orde, while he was a Priſoner, He alſo writ many Holy, and 
Gracious, and affettionate Letters to all his Relations, and 
many other Friends, to many Churches of Chriſt in other parts 

and places, both far and near. 
is Sufferings that he underwent for the ſake of the Goſpel, 
could neither remit his Zeal, not abate his Adtvity for God, 
but he would gladly imbrace all Opportunities of doing him 
Service, The Miniſter who was appointed to Preach at cer- 
tain times to the Fellons in the Priſon, being by ſickneſs diſa- 
bled for that Work, he freely performed that Office among 
them, as long as he was permitted 3 earneſtly cxhorting them 
by Repentance towards God, and Faith toward our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to ſecure the eternal welfare of their Souls ; freely 
beſtowing upon them, according to his Ability, for their Re- 
lief ; that by doing good to their Bodies, he might win upon 
them to receive good for their Souls, He was very forward 
to promote the Edacation of Youth, in the Town of 1l- 
chefter, and Country adjacent, freely beſtowing Catechiſms 
on thoſe that were of poor Families, to inſtruct them in the 
Principles of Religion ; ſtirring up the Elder to Teach, and 
Peouraging the | ws er to Learn, He was a ſerious and. 
faithful Monitor to his Ellow Sufferers, if he eſpyed any thing 
in any of them, that did not become the Goſpel, for which 

they ſuffered. | s 
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his conftant prattice was, early to begin the day with God, 


-- rifing about four of the Clock, and ding a conſiderable 


'part of the Morning in Meditation and Prayer, and then fal. 
fins cloſe to his Study, 1n ſome corner or other of the Priſon, 
where he could be private, At times, he would fpend near 
the whole Night in theſe Exerciſes, not putting off his Clothes 
at all, onely taking the repoſe of an hour or two in his Night- 
Gown upon the Bed, and fo up again, - When any came to 
viſit bim, he did not entertain them with rieedlefs imperti. 
nent Diſcourſe, but that which was ſerious, profitable, and 
edifying ; in which he was careful to apply himſelf to them, 
according to their ſeveral capacities, whether, Elder or 
Younger z exhorting them to thoſe gracious PraQtces, whick 
by reaſon of their Age, or Temper, Calling, or Condition, 
he apprehended they might be moſt defe&ive in, and dehort. 
ing them from thoſe Evils they niight be moſt prone and lya- 
ble unto. He rejoyced that he was accounted worthy to ſuf. 


| fer for the Work of Chriſt ; and he would .labour to incou- 


rage the timerous and faint-hearted, by his own and others 
experience, of the Mercy and Goodneſs of God in Priſon, 
which was far beyond what they could have thought or expe- 
Qed. He was a careful obſerver of that Rule of the Lord Je- 
fus, Mat. 5.44, Love your exemes, bleſs them that curſe yow,ds 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully 
1ſe you, and pirſecure you. It was none of his praQtice to ez 
claim againſt thoſe that were the greateſt Inſtrumeuts of his 
Sufferings, | | | | 

. In all his Intpriſonment, art preſent, I could not diſcern his 
Health to be the leaſt impaired, notwithſtanding his abun- 
dant Labours ; . but cannot but ſuſpe&, as the Phyſitians judg- 
ed, that he had Jaid the foyndation for that W fs,. which 
ſuddenly after ſurpriſed himand was his death, 

At his return-from the Priſon, he was far more earneſt 523 his 
Work than beforg ; yetwilling to preſerve his liberty among 
his People, who had no Miniſter that had the overſight of 
them, though ſome came and preached while he was abſent : 
And the People flocked fo greatly, after him, that he judged 
it beſt to divide the Company into four, and reſolved te 
Preach four times each Sabbath to thera : Bur finding KG 

viy, 


Ts 
bly that would. be too hard for him, his firength much de: 
caying, he did forbear that courſe, and preacht only twice 
Sabbath as formerly, and often on Week-days at Home aric 
in the Countrey ; and ſpent what time he had elſe from his 
ſtudying, in private converſe with God, as formerly he had 
done : Preſſing all that feared the Lord, eſpecially thoſe thar 
were of a more weak and timerous Spirit, to a life of Coy. 
rage and ARivity for God, and to be much in helping one 
another, by their Converſes, now Miniſters were withdrawn; 
and to be much in the Work of Praifes and Thankſgiving to 
God, rejoycing and delighting themſelves in him ; and with 
chearfulneſs and readineſs, denying themſelves for him, and 
reſigning themſelves, and all they did enjoy to him : Letting 
the World know, they could live comforta ly on a God alone, 
on his Attributes and Promiſes, though they ſhould have no- 
thing ele left. 

But ir pleaſed the All-wiſe God, to'take him off from the 
eager purſuit of his Work, and deſigns for him, by viſiting 
him in the later end of A#guft, with much Weakneſs, ſo that 
he had not above three months time after he came out of Pri. 
ſon : For he going about fixteen miles, at the requeſt of a 
Society, whol. Paſtor was not able to come among them 
to Preach, and to Adminiſter a more ſolemn Ordinance ; he W 
was ſo diſabled, that he was able not to perform the great and 
cbief Work, though he did adventure to Preach, but with much 
Injury to himſelf, becauſe he would not wholly diſappoint the 
People, who came fo far as many of them did : With much 
difficulty, after three or four dayes, I made way to get him 
home to Ta#rntor, where we then ſojourned, and preſently 
had the beſt Adyice the moſt Able Phyſirians, both in and 
ronnd the Town, could give ; who adviſed together, and all 
judgedir to be fromhis abundant Labours, and the Preach. 
ing too ſoon after his Meals ; as he did, when he Preachr four 
times 2 Sabbath, whereby he had fo abated the natural heat 
of his Stomach, that no Food would digeſt, nor oftentimes 
keep within him-: He-, would aſſure -us, he was in no paih, 
but a conſtant diſcompoſure in his Stomach, and'a failing ot 
his Appetite, that he could not for many Wezks bear the 
ſcent of any Fleſh-mear, nor retain any Liquors or Broths, 
fo that he conſumed fo faſt, that his Life ſeemed to draw to 

al 
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an end : But the Lord did fo, bleſs the means, that he reco- 
yered out of this Diſtemper, after two months time, but [o 


Q not put off nor, on his Clothes, nor often write either his 
Notes, or any Letters, but as I wrote for him, as be diQated 
to me : He was by all Phyſitians,and by my eatneſt beſeechings 
often diſwaded from Preaching, but would net be prevailed 
with, but did-go on once, and Ometimes twice a Sabbath, and 
A. in his private Viſiti all that Winter z in the Spring, the uſe 
. of his Arms oi for whick he was exceeding thankful to 
6.» the Lord ; and we had great hopes of his Recovering ;” and 
few” maki uſe of further Remedies, he was able to go on' with 
Sm more ireedom in his Work : And the Summer following;by the 
Lo 'S uſe of Mineral-Waters 'in Wlrſbere, near the Deviſes, where 
_— he was born, his ſtrength was much increaſed, he finding great 
' No- : : 
and ſenſible good by them, EW.” 
oth - But he venturing too much on what he had obtained, his 
* weakneſs returned frequently upon him the next Winter, and 
— more in the Spring following,being ſeiſed as he was at the firſt : 
But it continued not long at a time, fo that he did Preach of- 
8 ten to his utmoſt ſtrength (nay, I may ſay, niuch beyond the 
ſtrength he had ) both at Home and Abroad z going into 
--* ſome remote parts of the Countrey, , where had been no Meet 
2 ng ings kept all that time the Miniſters had been out, which , was 
two Years :. And there he ingaged ſeveral of his Brethreit 


p 
*. 


ſucceſs. EE 

He had alſo agreed with two of his Brethren to go into 
Thor Wales with them, to ſpread the Goſpel there ; but was pre. 
gi vented in that, by his weakneſs incteaſing upon him : It was 
4 all much that he did, bur much more that he deſired to do. 
| He was in this time much Threatned, and Warrants often 
out for him ; and he was fo far from being diſturbed at it, that 
he rejoyced ; that when he could do but little for God, becavſe 


1 
ow of his Diſtempers, God would ſo far botour his, thar' he 
alt ſhould go and ſuffer for him in a Priſon. He would often with 
P | chearfulneſs ſay,7hey could not do him a greater kindneſs : But 
- he (0 *Þe Lord was yet pleaſed to preſerve him from their rage, feeing 
him not then fit for the inconveniencies of a Priſon, 

The five Mile AR comjpg in force, he removed to a place 
FEE F 2 calle 


boſt the uſe of his Arms from O&ober till april, that he could - 


- to go .and take their turns, W ich they did with grear | 
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' called eplingrn, which is reckoned five miles from Taunton, 
to a Dyer. ouſe, in a very obſcure place, where he preached 
* on the Lord's-Dayes, as he was able : Bur the vigilant Eyes of 
bis olff Adverſaries were fo watchful over him, that they ſoon 
found him out, and reſolved totake him thence, and had put 
' a Waitant into the Conſtables hand to apprehend him, and 
' {ent for. our Friend, and threatned to ſend him to Goal for 
-Eiitertaining ſuch perſons in his Houſe : So my Husband re. 
turned to the Houſe of Mr. Fohr Malleck,, a Merchant, who 
lived about x mile from 74»r0z, who had long ſolicited him 
"to take his Houſe for his Home : We being in ch an unſetled 
. Tate,qay. Husband thought it beſt to accept of bis'courteous of. 
fer: 'But many of his Friends were willing to we ach him in the 
"Town, and fo carneft, rhar he did, to ſatisfie them, go from 
"one to another, ſtaying a fortnight, or three weeks,or a month 
; Fca6h; Houſe ;. but Nil took Mr. Mxllacks for his Home: 
; This morion of his Friends he told me, (though it was trou- 
. bleſome for us to be ſo unſetled) he was willing to embrace, | 
becauſe, he knew not how ſoon he might be carried again 
. from them to Priſon, and he ſhould have opportunity to be 
_ more intimately acquainted with them, and the ſtate of their 
SouB ;; and of their Children and Servants, and how they per- 
| form theit Duties each to other in their Families. 
_ He went from no Houſe without ſerious Counſels, Com- 
. forts, or Reproofs,as their Conditions called for ; dealing with 
- * allthat were capable, both Governours and others particular- 
| 1y, acquainting them faithfully and moſt affeQtionately, what 
he had ſeen;ami(s in any of them, | 
"He went ffom no Houſe that was willing to part with him; 
nor had he opportunity to anſwer the requeſts of half that in- 
. ited us to their Houſes*: So that he would often bleſs God, 
' and fay with holy Mr. Dod, That he had a hundred Houſes fat 
. one that he had parted with ;, and though he had no Goods, 
he wanted nothing, his Father cared for him in every thing, 
that he'lived: a far more pleaſant life than his Enemies, 
who had turned him out of all : He was exceedingly taken 
with God's Mercy to him, in Mr. Mabacks entertaining him 
' and me fo bountifully, 'the Houſe, aud Gardens, and Walks, 
being a very great delight to him, being ſo Pleaſant and Cu- 


rious, and all Accommodations within fuitable, ſo that he 
wou 
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| would often fay, That hie did as Deves,” fare deliciouſly-every.- 
day : But he hoped he ſhould improve it better than he did, 


and that God had inclined him to take care for many; Poor, * 


and for ſeveral- of' his Brethren in the' Miniſtry ; + arid -now: + 


God did reward him, by not ſuffering him to be at the leatt - 
expence for himfelf or me. - I 


He was a very ſtri& obſerver of all Providences of EYELY. 4 


day, and did ufually;reckon them up to me before we went 
to ſleep, each night after he came into his Chamber and Bet, * 
to raiſe his own Heart and Mind, to praiſe the Lord, and te- 
truſt him, whom we had ſuch experience of, from .time to. : 
time, ; "» 0} 99 
"Thetime of the Year being come for his going to the Wa-. ; 
ters, he was defirons to ſet one day apart for thankſgiving ta 
God, for all his Mercies to him and them, and fo to take his 
leaye of them, | "09947250 rae It 
Accordingly, on the 10th of Fl, -1665: / divers of his 
Brethren in the Miniſtiy,and:many of his-Friends of -Taunran, ' 
mer together to take their leave of hint before his departure, > 
at the Houſe of Mr. Mallack, then living about a mile'out of / 
the Town, . Where after they had been a while together; : 
came two Juſtices, and feveral other Perſons attendingthem; : 
brake open the Doors by force, (though they mighr' have; 


& uilatched them if they had pleaſed): and with Sworls' cams: 


in among them. "After much deriding' and: menacing! Lan... 
uage, Which I ſhall not here relate, having taken :their 
RS committed them to the cuſtody of ſome Conſtables, 
whom they charged..to bring them forth the next day, at the 
Caſtle Tavern in Taunton, before the Juſtices of the Peace 
there. _ The. next day.the Priſoners appeared, and anſwered 
to their Names ;' and after two dayes tedious attendance, were. 
all Convi&ted of a Conventicle, and: Sentenced to pay-three 
Pounds a piece, - q;, ta be committed to Priſon threcſcore 
dayes, Of the Paſons thus Convicted, bur few either paid 
their Fines, or ſuffered their Friends to do it* for them. My 
Husband, with ſeven Miniſters mote, aud forty private Per- 
fous, were committed to the Priſon of Hchefter : "When he, 
rogether with the reſt of his Brethrtn and Chriſtian Friends, 
came to the Priſon, his Carriage and Converſation there was 
every way as Exemplary, as in his former Confinement. 
| F 3 Þ. ot 
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Notwithſtanding his weakneſs of Body, yet he would con: 
ſtantly take his turn with the reſt of the Miniſters, in preaching 
the Goſpel in the Priſon ; which turns came abour the oftner, 
though there were eight of them there together, becauſe they | 
had Preaching and Praying twice a day, almoſt every day 
they were in Priſon ; beſides other Exerciſes of Religion, in 
which he would take his part. eo 

And although he had: many of his Flock confined to the 
Priſon with him, by which means he had the fairer opportu- 
nity of Inſtruting, and watching over them, for their Spi. 
tual good; yet was not forgetful of the-reft that were 
left behind, but would frequently viſit them alſo, by his Ler. 
terss full of ſerious profitable Matrer, from which they might 
reap no ſmall benefit, while they were debarred of his 4 
dily preſence. And how greatly ſolicitous he was for thoſe 
that were with him, (that they might be the better for their 
Bonds, walking worthy of the many and'great Mercies they 
had enjoyed during 'their . Impriſonment 3 that when they | 
came home to their Houſes, they might ſpeak forth, and live. | 
forth the Praiſes of G O D, carrying themſelves in every, 
reſpe& as becomes the Goſpel, for which they had been Suffe. 
rers) you may clearly ſee by thoſe parting Counſels that he 
gave them that Morning that they were delivered, which I ſhall 
recite in'his own Words, as they were taken from his Mouth ig # 
Short-hand, by an intimate Friend, and fellow Priſoner, which 
you may take as followeth, Oc, OO : : 


% 


et 


Ar. Joſeph Allem bis Exhortation to his Fellows 
Smfferers, when they were to be Diſcharged 
from their Impriſoument. 


DeEarly Reloved Brethren, my Time is Ixtle, and my 

Strength but ſmall, yet T could not conſent that you 
ſhould paſs without receiving ſome parting Counſe),and what 
T have to ſay at Parting, ſhaſi be chiefly to you that are Pri- 


ſoners, and partly alfo to you our Friends, that are here 
I 9 0 


- 
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met together, . .To you that are Priſoners, I ſhall ſpeak ſome- 
thing by way of Exhoxtations and ſomerhing by way of De- 
bortation, | W- _ | 


By way of Exhortation. 


: Fol, Rejoyce with trembling in; your Priſon-Comforts, 
and ſee- that _ you keep them in a .Thankful-Remembrance. 
Who can tell the Mercies that, you have received here > My 
timz, nor ſtrength, will not ſuffice me to recapitulate. then, 
See that you rejpyce.in G'OD, out rejoyce with trembling, 
Do not think the accoun will be little for Mercies, ſo many 
and ſo great. Receive theſe choice Mercies with a trembling 
band, for fear leſt you ſhould. be found. guilty of miſimpro- 
ving ſuch precious benefits, and fo wrath thould be upon you 
from the Lord, Remember Hezekszah's caſe, great Mercies did 
he receive, ſome Praiſes he did return,but not according to the 
benefit done, unto .him ; therefore was wrath upon him from 
the Lord, and upon -all Fudah for his ſake, 2 Chroz, 32.25, 
Therefore go away with a holy Fear upon your hearts, leſt you 
ſhould ws pen loving kindneſs of the Lord, and ſhould nat 
render to him according to what you have received, 52 
Oh my Brethren, ſtir- up your ſelves to render praiſes to 
the Lord : You are the People that G OD hath formed for. 
his Praiſe, and ſent hither for his Praiſe ; and you ſhould now: 
yo Home as ſo many Trumpets to ſound. forth the Praiſes of 
OD, when you come among your Friends, There is an 
Expreſſion, P/al. 68. 11. The Lord gave the Word, great was 
the company of them that publiſhed xr. So let it be ſaid of the 


| Praiſes of God now, Great was the company of them that 


publiſhed them. GOD hath ſegt a whole Troop of you here 
together, let all theſe gp home and ſound the praiſes of GOD 
re-ever you come ; and this is the way to make his Praiſe 

[1 I tell you a Story that I have read :- 

here was a certain King that had a pleaſant Grove, and that 
he might make it every way delightful to him, he cauſed: 
ſome Birds to be caught, and to be kept up in Cages, till 
they had learned ſandey ſweet and artificial Tunes; and 
when they were perfe& in their Leſſons, he let them Abroad 
out of their Cages into hjs Grove, that while he was walk 


Ps (792) | 
ing in this Grove, he might hear them finging thoſe pleafany. | 
Mines, and teaching ng other Birds hard were os wild. Þ 
er Note, Brethren, this King is GOD, this Grove is his 
Church, theſe Birds are your ſelves, this Cage is the Priſon ; 
GOD hath ſent you hither, that you ſhould learn the ſweet 
and pleaſant Notes of his Praiſe , And I truſt that you have 
learned ſomething all this while, GOD forbid elſe. Now 
GOD opens the Cage, and lets you forth into the Grove of 
his Church, that you may ſing forth his Praiſes, and that o. 
thers may learn of you too, Forget not therefore the ou 
of the Houſe of your Pilgrimage, do not return'to your wild 
Notes again ; keep the Mercy. of GOD' for ever in a thank- 
= Remembrance, and make mention of them humbly as 

ong as you live ; then ſhall you anſwer the end for which he 
ſent you hither : I truſt you will not forget this place. When 
Queen Mary died, ſhe fad, That if they did rap her up, the 
(ievid fund Callis on hey Heart, I hope that men ſhall Gd 

y you hereafter, that the Priſon is upon your heart, 4cheſter |, 
3s upon your heart. | PEN 
' Secordly, Feed and feaſt your Faith upon Priſon-Experi. 
gEnces. © Do not think that GOD hath done this onely for your 
preſent ſupply. Brethren, GOD hath provided for you, not # 


only for your preſent ſupply in Priſon, but to lay up for all 
your Lives, that experience that your Faith muſt live upon, # 
till Faith be turned irito Viſion. Learn dependance upon 
GQD, and confidence in GOD, 'by all the Experiences that 

ou have had here, Becauſe thou haſt been my help fe the 


Pſalmiſt) rherefere wnder the ſhadow of thy Wing will 1 rejoyce, 
Are you at a loſs at any time, then remember your Bonds, 
We read in Scripture of a time when there was no Smith in 
all 7/nael, and the 1/7aelsres were fain to carry their Goads 
and other Inſtruments, to be ned, down to the Phli- 
fines : So. when' your Spirits are low, and when your Faith 
is dull, carry them to the Priſon to be ſharpened and quick. 
ped. Oh how hath the Lord confuted all our fcars ! Cared 
for all our neceſſitics ! The Faith of ſome of you was ſorely 
put to it for Corporal Neceſſities : You came hither, not ha- 
ving any thing conſiderable to pay for y ur Charges here, 
but GOD took care for that : And you lett poor miſerable Fa- 
Milics at home, and ro dpubt but many troubleſome thoughts 


10Jce, 
onds. 
th in 
Joads 
P hilt- 
Faith 
uick- 


| bis Anger, but he hath ſtroke 


were in your minds, what your Families ſhould do for Bread, 
bur GOD hath m- ided for them, 
We that are Miniſters, left poor ſtarvling Flocks, and we 
thought that the Countrey had been now ftript,and yet GOD 
hath provided for them, Thus hath the Lord been pleaſed to 
furniſh us with Arguments for our Faith, againſt we come to 
the next diſtreſs : Though you ſhould be called forth to leave 
your Flocks deſtitute, you that are my Brethren in the Mini- 
try, and others their Families deſtitute, yet doubt” not bur 
GOD will provide, remember your Bonds upon all occafions. 
Whenſoever you are in diſtreſs, remember your old Friend, 
remember your tryed Friend, | BHT 
Thirdly, Let Divins Mercy be as Oyl to the flame of your 
Love : O love the Lord all ye his Sarnts, Brethren, this is the 
Language of all GOD's Grtngs with you, they all call upon 
you to love the Lord your God with all your hearts, with all 
your Souls, with all your ſtrength, What hath GOD been 
doing ever fince you came to this Priſon > A!l that he hath 
been doing fince you cam? hither, hath been to pour Oyl 
into the flames of your Love, thereby;to encreaſe and heig 
ten them. GOD hath loſt all theſ: Mercies upon you, if you 
do not love him better then you did b-fore. You have had 
ſupplies ; to what purpoſe is it, unleſs'you love G O D the 
more ? If they that be in wan:, love him berter than you, it 
were better you had becn in their caſe. - You have had health 
here, bur if they that be in fickneſs love G OD better than 
you, it were better you had been in. ſickneſs roo ; See that 
=_ love your Father, that hath been fo tender of you. ' What 
ath GOD been doing, but pouting out his Love upon you > 
How were we miitaken > For my pat, I thought that GOD. 
took us upon his Knee to Whip us, but he took 1s upon his 
Knee to Dandle us, We oO to hare felt the flirokes of 
us as a Fath-r his Children, 
with moſt dear Aﬀe&ion, Who can utter his loving Kind- 
neſs ! What (my Brethren) ſhall we be wo: ſ: than Publicans 2 
the Publicans will love thoſe that love th:m, Will not you 
return Love for fo much Love > Far be this from yon, Bre- 
thren, you muſt not only exceed the Pu'!;cars, bit the Pha- 
riſees too; therefore, ſurely you m :{t love him that loveth 
you, This is my Buſineſs now to beſpcak your love to GOD, 
| to 
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to unite your hearts to him ; Bleſſed be God for this Occaz 
ſion, tor my part I am unworthy of it, Now if I can get 
your Hearts nearer to GOD than they were, then happy am 
I, and blefſ2d are you : Fain I would, that all theſe Experi.. 
ences ſhould knit our Hearts to GON. more, and endear us 
for ever ro him. What So much bounty and kindneſs, 
and no returns of Love > At leaſt no further returns > I may 
lead in the behalf of the Lord with you, as they did for the 
turion : He loveth our Nation (ſay ny and hath built 
&s 4 Synagogue, Sol may ſay here, He hath loved you, and 
Qured out his Bounty upon you. How many friendly Viſits 
rom thoſe that. you could but little expe& of > Whence do 
you think this came > It is GOD that hath the Key of all 
theſe Hearts, He ſecretly turned the Cock, and cauſed them 
to pour forth kindneſs upon you : There is not a motion of 
love in the Heart of a Friend towards you, but it was GOD 
that put it in, ; 

Fowrthly, Keep your Manna, in a Golden Pot, and forget 
not him that hath ſaid ſo often, Remember me, You have had 
Manna rained plentifully about you, be ſure that ſomething 
of it be kept, not forget all the Sermons that you have 
heard here : O that you would labour to repeat them over, 
to live them over ! You have had ſuch a Stock that you may. 
live upon, and your Friends too ( if you be communicative ; | 
a great while together : Tf any thing have been wanting, time 
for the Digeſting hath been wry. See that you welt 
Chew the Cud,and ſee that you eſpecially remember the Feaſts 
of Loye, Do not you know who hath ſaid to you fo often 
Remember me > How often have you heard that ſweet Word 
fince you came hither > What 2 Do you think it is enough to 
remember him for an tour > No, but Jt it be a living and 
laſting remembrance, Do not you Write that Name of his 
in the Duſt, that hath written your Names upon his Heart, 
Your High Prieſt I:ath your Names upon his Heart, and there. 
with is entered into the Holy Place, and keeps them there 
for a Memoria! before the Lord continually, O that his Re- 
mewbrance might be ever written upon your Hearts, writ- 
ten as with a Pen of a Diamond, upon Tables of Marble, thax 
might never be worn out | That as Ar/tofle ſaith of the cu- 


tious Fabrick of Minerya, that he had fo ordered wy +0 
rick, 
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brick, that his Name was written in the midft, that if any 
went to take that out, the whole Fabrick was diſſolved. So 
the Name of Feſ5 ſhould be written upon the, ſubſtance of 
your Souls, that they ſhould pull all aCander, before they 
ſhould he able to pull it aut, | | 

 Fifthly, Let the Bonds of your AfMidtion, ſtrengthen the 
Bonds of your Aﬀe@ion. Brethren, G O D hath fent us hi... 
ther to teach us among other things, the better to Love one . 
another, Love is lovely, both in the fight of GOD and Men, 
and if by your Impriſonment you have profited in Love, 
then you have made an acceptable proficiency. O Brethren, 
look within ; Are you not more indeared one to another > 
I bleſs the Lord for that Union and Peace that hath been 
eyer among you ; but you muſt be ſenſible that we come. 
very far ſhort of that Love that we owe one to another , we 
have not that love,that indearedneſs,that tenderneſs, that com. 
placency, that compaſſion towards each other, that we ought 
to have, Miniſters ſhould be more indeared one to another, 
and Chriſtians ſhoulg be more dear to each other, then they: 
were before. We have eaten and drunk together, and- 
lived on our Fathers Love in one Family together ; we have 
been joyned together in one common Cauſe, and all put in-. 
to one Bottom : O let the Remembrance of a Priſon, and of 
what hath paſſed here, eſpecially thoſe Uniting Feaſts, ingage. 
you to love one another. oy ES 

Sixthly, Let preſent Indulgence fit you for future hard-' 
ſhips, and do not look that your Father ſhould be alwayes 
dandling ou on his Knee, Beloved, G OD hath uſed you 
like Fondlings now, rather than like Suffterers : What hall 
I fay > I am atalofs, when I think of the tender indulgence, 
and the yearnings of the Bowels of our Heavenly Father upon 
us. But ( my Brethren ) do not look for ſuch Priſons a- 


ain, 
2 Afi&ion doth but now play and ſport with you, rather 
than Bite you ; but do you look that AfiiQtion ſhould here- 
after faſten irs Teeth on you to purpoſe : And do you look 
that the Hand that hath now gently ſtroked you, may poſh. 
bly buffet you, and put your Faith hard to it, when you come 
to the next Tryal, This fondneſs of your Heavenly Father, 
is to be expected only while you are voung aud mn but 

| | | oat 
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afterward you muſt look to follow your Buſineſs, and to 
keep your diſtance, and to have rebukes and frowns too when | 
you need them. Bleſs GOD for what you have found here, 

fit prepare ya , this is but the beginning, (hall I fay the be. . 
ginning of Sorrow,I cannot fay fo ; for the Lord hath made it 
aplace of Reoycin) this is but the entrance of our AMi&t- 
on ; but you muſt look, that when you are trained up to a bet= 
ter perfetion, GOD will put your Faith to harder Exerciſe. 

' Seventh{y, Caſt up your accounts at your Return, and fee 
whether you have gone as much forward in your Souls, as 
you have gone backward in your Eſtates. I cannot be inſenſi- 

le, but ſome of you are here to very great diſadvantage, as 
to your Afﬀairs in the World, having left your buſineſs fo 
rawly at home in your Shops, Trades, and Callings, that it 
5 like to be no little detriment to you, upon this Account : 

But happy are ye, if 'you find at your return, that as much as 
your Afﬀairs are gone backward, and behind-hand, ſo much 
your Souls have gone forward. If your Souls go forward 

in Grace by your Sufferings, bleffed be G OD that hath 
brought ou to ſuch a place as a Priſon is. 

E:ghtly, Let the Snuffers of this Priſon make your Light 
burn the brighter, and fee that your -Coutfe and Difcourfe 
be the-more ſavoury, ſcrious, and Spiritual for this prefent 
Trya)l. O Brethren ! Now the Voice of the Lord is to you,as 
it.1s in the Prophet 1/254h 60,1, Ariſe, and ſhine,zow let your 
Light ſhine before men, that others may ſee your good Workss. 
and glorifie your Father which 55 1n Heaven. It is faid of thoſe 
Preachers beyond Sea, that have been ſent into Englond, and. 
here reaped the benefit of our age practical, Divinity : At 
rheir Return, they have Preached fo much better than they 

ad wont to do, that it hath been faid of them : Apparnre 

wne fruffe in Anglia, So do you my Brethren, Live fo much 
better than you hat wont, that when men ſhall ſee the change 
in your Lives, they may ſay of you, Apparint hunc fuifſe im 
Czſtodig. See that your whole Courſe and Difcourfe be more 
Spiritual and Heavenly than ever. See that you ſhine in your 

amilies when you come Home ; be you better Husbandss 

tter Maſters, better Fathers, ſtudy. to' do more than you 

ave done this way, and to approve your ſelves better. in 

7our Family-Relations than you did belle; that the ſayour 
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of a Prifon ggay be upon gu in all Companies, . then will-you 


praiſe and pſeaſe the Lor 
XNinthly, And laſtly, See that you walk Accxrarely, as thaſe 
that have the Eyes of GOD, Angels, and Men, upon you : 


- ( my Brethren ) you will be looked upon now with very cu- 


rious Eyes. GOD doth expe&t more of you than ever; for 
he hath done more for you, and he looketh what Fruit there ' 
will be of all this. Oh! may there be a ſenſible change upon 


| your Souls, by the Showres that have fallen in Priſon, as there 


Is in the greenneſs of the Earth, by the ſhowres that have fal, 
len lately abroad. : 


By way RR alſo, I have theſe four things 
| ro Leave with you. 


_ Firſt, Revile not your Perſecutors, but bleſs them, and pray 
: them, as the Inſtruments of conveying great Mercies to 
you. De not you ſo far torget the Rule of Chriſt, as when 
you come home, to be ſetting your Mouths to talk againſt 
thoſe that have injured you. Remember the Command of 
your Lord, Bleſs them that curſe you, pray for them that de- 
ſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute yow. Whatſoever they intend. 
ed, yet they have been Initruments of a great deal of Mercy 
to us; and ſo we ſhould pop for them, and kdeſs GOD for 
the good we have received by them. 
Secondly, Let not the humble acknowledgment of GOD's 


:Mercy degenerate into proud, Vain-glorious boaſting, or 


Carnal-tryumph. I beſeech you, ſec that you go home with 
a great deal] of fear upon your -Spirits in this reſpec, left 
pride ſhould get adyantayt of you , leſt inſtead of humble 


acknowledging GOD's Mercy, there ſhould be Carnal boatt- 


ing. Beware of this, I earnettly beg of you, for this will ve- 


i much ſpoyl your Sufterings, and be very diſpleaſing in the 
's 


ht of GOIN). Bur Jet your acknowledging of his Mercy, 
be ever with humble Self-abaſing Thankfulneſs, and be careful 
that you do not make his Mercies to be the Fuel of your Pride, 
which were to loſe all at once. 

Thirdly, Be not Prodigal of your Liberty upon a conceit 
that the Priſons will be eaſfie, nor fearfal of adventuring your 
felves in the way of your Duty. Alas ! Iam afraid of both 

theſe 
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theſe extreams on the one hand, leſt ſome among us, having 
found a deal of Mercy here, will now think there is no 
"need of any Chriſtian prudence, which is alwayes — 
and is a great duty, It is not cowardice to make uſe of 
"beſt means to preſerve our Liberty, not decling our Duty. 
On the other-fide,' there is fear leſt fome may be fearful, and 
ready to decline their Duty ; becauſe they have newly taſted 
'of a Priſon for it. Far be it fi®m you to diſtruſt GOD, of 
whom you have had fo great experience, but be ſure you hold 
on in your duty, whatſoever it coſt you. 

Fowrthly, Do not load others with cenſures, _ 
ment, or Practice, differs frotn yours, but humbly bleſs GOD 
that hath ſo happily dire&ted you, You know all are not of 
the ſame mind as to the Circumſtances of Suffering, and all 
have not gone the ſame _ Far be it from any of you (my 
Brethren) that you ſhould ſo far forget your ſelves, as to be 
unmerciful to your Brethren, but bleis GOD that hath di- 
refed you into a better way, Your charity muſt grew higher 


' than ever ; GOD forbid that you ſhould increaſe in Cenſures, 


inſtead of increafing in Charity, 

Having ſpoken to my Fellow-Priſoners, I have two Words 
-to ſpeak to you our Friends and Brethren with us. 
© Ferft, Let our experience be your —_ O love 
the Lord, ye our Friends, love the Lord, fear him for ever, 
believe in him, truſt in him for ever, for our ſakes ; we have 
taſted of the kindneſs of GOD. 

You know how good GOD hath becn to us in Spirituals & 
in Temporals. Encourage your hearts in the Lord your God, 
ſerve ym the more freely and gladly for our fakes. You 
ſee we have tryed, we have taſted how good the Lord is : Do 
you truſt him the more, becauſe? we have tryed him ſo much, 
and found him a Friend ſo Faithful, ſo Gracieus, that we are 
uttterly unable to ſpeak his Praiſe, Go on and fear not in the 
way of your Duty : Yer«ly there zs 4 reward for the Righteoxs., 
GOD hathgiven us a great reward already; but this is but the 
leaſt, we look for a Kingdom, 

Secondly, and laſtly, My deſire is to our Friends, that they 
will all help us iti our Praiſes. Our Totigues are too little to 
ſpeak forth the Goodneſs and the Grace of GOD, do you help 
us in our Praiſes, Love the Lord thg better, Praiſe him the 

more 
v 


more, and what 1s anon 
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g in us, let it be made good by you) 


- O that the Praiſes of GOD may ſound abroad in the Coun-' 
try by our means, and for our fakes, SEAS 


| HE was prevented of going to the Waters, by his laſt Irapei. Y ] 


ſonment z for want of which, his Diſtempers. idcreq 
much upon him all the Winter after,and the next Spring mote z 


yet not ſo as to take him fully off from his Work, but he .. 


Preached, and kept many Dayes, and Adminiſtred the Sacra- 
ment among them frequently. , 


three dayes taking them, he fell into a Feaver, which ſciſcd on 
his Spirits, and Gecayed his, ſtrength exceedingly, fo that he 
ſeemed very near Death : But th2 Lord then again revoked 
the Sentence paſſed upon him, and enabled him in fix Weeks 
to return again to his People, where he much defired to be : 
Bur finding, at his return, great decay of his ſtrength, and 
a weakneſs in all his Limbs, he was willing to go'to Dorcheſter, 
to adviſe further with DoRor Loſe, a very Worthy and Re- 
verend Phyſitian, from whom he had received many Medicines, 
but never converſed with him, nor had ſen him, which he 
conceived might conduce more to his full Cure, 

The Door ſoon perceiving my Husbands weakneſs, per. 
ſwaded him to continue for a fortnight or three weeks there, 


that he might the better adviſe him, and alter his Remedies, as 
| he ſhould ſee occaſion ; which motion was readily yeelded un. 


to by us. 

But we had not been there above five dayes, before the ufe 
of all his Limbs was taken away on a ſudden ; one day his 
Arms wholly failing, the next his Legs ; ſo that he could 
not go, nor ſtand, nor move a Finger, nor turn in his 
Bed, but as my ſelf and another did turn him night and day 
in a Sheet : All means failing, he was given over by Phyſiti- 
and and Friends, that ſaw him lie ſome weeks in cold 
Sweats night and day, and many times for ſome hours roge- 
ther, halt his Body cold, in our apprehenfions, dying ; recei- 
ving nothing but the bz| Cordials that Art could invent, and 
Almond Milk, or a little thin Broth once in three or four days. 
Thus he lay from Seprexaber 28, to November 16. ay he 

gan 


But going up to the Waters in F-«ly 1667, they had a con- By 
trary fat ck him, from what they had at firſt : For after 
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began-to Revive, or it could be diſcerned that Remedies did' 
* at all prevail againſt his Diſeaſes : In all this time he was till 
| chearful,and when he did ſpeak, it was not at all complaining, 
but alwayes praiſing and admiring God for his Mercies ; but 
his Spirits were fo low, that he 7 ce ſeldom, and very ſoft. 
ly. He fill told us he had no pain at all, and when his 
- Ffiends admired his Patience, he would ſay ; God had not + 
yet tryed him in any thing, but laying him aſide out of his 
Work, and keeping him out of Heayen ; but through Grace . 
he could ſubmut to his pleaſure, waiting for him : It was Pai 
he ever feared, and that he had not yet felt ; ſo tender was 
his Father of him; and he wanted ſtrength (as he often told . 
us) to ſpeak more of his Love, and to ſpeak for God who 
had been, and was |tiJl ſo gracious to him. Being often askr 
by my {lf and others, how it was with bis Spirit in all this - 
weakneſs > he would anſwer : He had not thoſe rav:/ſhrng joys 
_ that he expeRed, and that ſome Believers did partake of ; but 
he had a ſweet ſerenity of Heart, and confidence in God, 
grounded on the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and did believe it 
would be well with him to all etcrnity, '... 
In all this time, I never heard one impatient word from him, 
© Nor could upon my ſtrifteſt obſervation, diſcern the.leaſt difſ- 
content with this ftate ; though he was a pitiful Obje& to all 
others that beheld him, being ſo conſumed, -befides the loſs of 
the uſe of his Limbs : Yet the Lord did ſupport and quiet his 
. Spirit, that he lay as if he had ezdred nothing ; breaking out 
_often moſt affeftionately in commending the kindneſs of the 
Lord to him, ſaying, Goodneſs and Mercy had followed hint 
all bis dayes. | E... 
=. And indeed the loving kindneſs and care of God. was fin- 
gular to us in that place, which I cannot but mention to his 
Praiſe. : | 
. We came Strangers thither, and being in our Inn, 
\ we found it very uncomfortable ; yet were fearful to impoſe 
:our ſel\cs on any private Houſe : But neceſſity inforcing, 
we did enquire for a Chamber, but could not procure one z 
the Small Pox being very hot in moſt. Families, and thoſe 
that had themnot, daily expeing them, and fo could not 
Tpa'e Rooms, as eHe they might. But the Lord who faw our 
a{liction, inclined the heart - a very good Woman, (a m__ 
rs 
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* accepted off ; where we were ſo accommodated, as we 


| Yard of the afliſtance I had froni four young Women 


| (8) "i 
ſters Widdow ) one Mrs. Barzler, to come and invite us t6 ©. 


bo 


a 


not have been any where elſe in the Town, Eſpecially 


ved under the fame roof, and fo were ready; night 


to help +3e, (7 having no Servant -tibr Frierd near me )\ we." 


being ſo unſet 
- elf to that time : And the Miniſters and 
of th 


OY 
7. 7. 


as 
A 


2 Lodging in her Houſe ; which we readily and unabeally LIONS 


ed, I kept none, but had alwayes & $) ht | 


at place were very compaſſionate towards us, viſiting and - 


Praying with and for us often : And Dr. Loſe viſited> hink*+ 
twice a day for twelve or fourteen Weeks, except when - he - 


was called out of Town, refuſing any Fees tendered to him : 


* 


The Gentry in and about the Town, and others, ſending td 


us what-ever they iniagirted night be pleaſing to him ;-fur= 
niſhing him with' all delicates that might be grateful te one ' 
ſo weak; So that he wanted neither Food nor Phyfick, has 


ving not only for neceſſity, but for delight, and he did” much 


delight himſelf in the conſideration of the Lord's kindnefs to 
him in the love he received, and would often ſay, 7 was 4 
$*ranger,and Mercy took me in ; in Priſon, and it cami to me 


ſick, and weak,, and it viſited me. _ There was alſo ten 


Women, beſides the four in the Houſe, that took their turns 


to watch with him conſtantly ; for twelve weeks ſpace I nes 
ver wanted one to help me : And the Lord was pleaſed to 
ſhew his power ſo in ſtrengthening me, that I was every night 
( all theſe Weeks in the depth of Winter } one that hel 

to turn} him, never lyitig out of the Bed otic night from hams, 
but every time he called or wanted any thing, was , waki 

to aſſiſt her in the Chamber, though as ſome of them have 
faid they did tell, that we did turn him more than 4o times 
a Night, .he ſeldom ſleeping at all in the Night, in all thoſe 
Weeks : Though his tender Aﬀe&tions were ſuch, as to haye 
had me ſometimes lain in another Room, yet mine were ſuch' 
to hini, that I could not. bear it, the wy, of it bein 
worſe to me than the trouble or diſturbance he accounted 
had with him, for I feared none would do any thing abour 
him with ſuch eaſe ; neither would he fuffer any one all the 
day to touch him but me,.or to give him any thing that he 
did receive z by which I diſceraed - was moſt gratetul to yo, 
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and therefore ſo tome ; And I never found any want of my 
Reſt, nor did get ſo much as a Cold all that Winter, thoug| 
I do not remember that for 14 or 15 years before, I could ever 
ſay I was one month free of a moſt violent Cough, which'if I 
had been moleſted with then, would have been a great additi. 
on to his and my affliftion ; and he was not a little taken with 
the goodnefs of God to me in the time of all his ſickneſs, ' but 
eſpecially that Winter ; for he being not able to help himſelf in 
the leaſt, I could not be from him night nor day,with any com- 
fort to him or my ſelf, MN J 
' In this condition he kept his Bed till December the 18th, 
And $hen, beyond all expeQation, though in the depth of 
Winter, began to revive and go out of his Bed ; but he 
could neither ſtand nor go, nor yet move a finger, havin 
ſenſe in all his Limbs.,but not the leaſt motion : As his ſtren > 
did increaſe, he learnt to go, (as he would ſay) firſt by being 
led by two of us, then by one; and when he could go one 
turn in his Chamber, though more weakly, and with more 
fear than the weakeſt Child that ever I ſaw, he was won- 
derfully taken with the Lord's Mercy to him : By Februar 
he was able, with a little help, to walk in the Streets ; ( but 
_ to feed himſelf ) nor to go up or down ſtairs without much 
help. | 

When he was deprived of the uſe of his Limbs, looking 
down on his Arms, as I held him up by all the ſtrength ] 
had : He again lifted up his Eyes from his uſeleſs Arms to 
Heaven, and with a chearful countenance ſaid : The Lord hath 
given, and the Lord hath taken, and bleſſed be the Named 
the Lord, 

Being asked by a Friend, How he could be fo well contented 
to lie ſo. long under ſuch weakneſs > He anſwered, 

Vhat, zs God my Father, Feſwus Chriſt my Savioury and the 
Spirit my ſweet Friend, my Comforter, and Sandttfyer, nnd 
Heaven my Inheritance? Shall 1 not be content without Limb 
and Health > Through Grace 1 am fully [atisfied with my Fa- 
ters pleaſure, : 

To another that asked him the ſame, he Anſwers, 7 haw 
choſen God, and he is become mine, and 1 know with whom | 
have trufted my. ſelf, which 5 enough : He is an unrtaſonabl 
w7retch that cant be content with a God, though he had m- 

thing 
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thing tlſe : My intereſt in God al wy joy _ - 
His riends Come of Taunton) coming to Dorceſter to ſee 


him, he was much revived, and would be ſet up in his Bed, - 
and have all the Curtains drawn, and defircd them to ſtand 

round about the Bed, and would have me take out his Hand, 

and hold it out to them, that they might ſhake him, though 
he could not them ; as he uſed formerly to do, when he had 
been abſent from them : And as he was able, thus he ſpake 
to them : O how »t _ my heart to: ſee your Faces, and 
ro hear your Voices, though 1 cannot ſpeak, as heretofore to 
Jou : Methinks 1 am now like Old Jacob, with all his Sons 


about him : Now you ſee my weak, eſtate ; thus have 7 been for 


many weeks, ſince / parted with Taunton, but God hath beer 
with me, and 1 hope with yow ;, your Prayers have been heard, 
and anſwered, for me many wayes\ the Lord return thim in- 
fo your own Boſoms. My Friends, Life 1s mime, Death is 
mint, in that Covenant 1 was preaching of to you, is all my 


. Salvation,and all my deſire ; although my Body do not proſper, 


T hope throagh Grace my Sol doth. | 
1 have lived a ſweet Life by the Promiſes,and I hope thraugh 
Grace can Die by 4 Promiſe : It xs the Promiſes of God which 


are everlaſting, that will ſtand by us : Nothing but God in 


them will ſtead us in a day of Afﬀiidtion. | 
My. dear Friends, 1 feel the power of thuſe Dodtrines. I 


. Preached to you, on my Heart : Now the Dodtrines of Faith, 


of R ance, of Self-denyal, of the Covenant of Grace, of 
COLES 2 the off, 0 As Jou would is _ 
now 1 cannot Preach to you. | 
It 4 4 ſhame for 4 Believer to be caſt down under AfﬀidtHont, 
o many glorious Previledges, Fuſtification, Adop. 
tron, Santtfication, and eternal Glory, We ſhall be as ha 
Angels of God in a litHe while : Nay, to ſay the truth,” Be. 
levers are, as it were, little Angels already, that live in the 
power of Faith, O my Friends! Livelike Believers, trample 
thus dirty World under your feet ;, Be not taken with its Com 
ys _ diſqureted with its Croſſet, Tow will be gons out of 
#& ſhortty.. 
| When they came. to take their leaves of him, he would 
Pray with them as his weak ſtate would ſuffer bim ; and 
in the words of Moſer; and of the Apoſtles , Blefſed ws 
Ga as 
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any uſeleſs Limbs, be a Sermon to you 3 Behold me, 1 canmt 
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The ſame he alwayes uſed after a Sacrament : The Lord bleſs 
You aud keep you, the Lord cauſe his Face to ſhine upon you, 
and give you peace, And tht God of Peacethat browght agam 
fom the Dead our Lord Feſus, through the Blood of the Ever. 
Lafting Covenant, make you perfett im every good Work, to ds 
hu 1 working in you that which zs well-pleaſing im by 
feeht, through Feſus Chrift, to whom be glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

And then ſpake thus, [ Farewell, farewell my dear Friend] 
Remember me to all Taunton ; 7 beſeech you and them, if | 
ever ſee your faces more, go Home and live over what If 
have preached to you, and the Lord provide for you-when 1 am 
Lone: O! let not all mylabours and ſufferings, let not my 
waſted ftrengthyny uſeleſs Limbs, riſe up in judgment againſ 
Jou at the great Day of the LORD. 

Another time, ſom? coming to Viſit him there, he ſpake 
thus to them: O! my Friends, let your whole Converſation 
be as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt ; whether I am preſent ar 
abſent, live to what I have ſpoken to you in the Name of th 
Lord: Now 1 cannot Preach to you, let my waſted ſtrength, 


move 4 finger, all this zs come upon me for your ſakes, and 


the Goſpel ; It xs for a. and yor that 1 have thus ſpent out 


2ny ſelf: I am afraid of you, left ſome of you, after all that 
F4 Ele} ri ox gry Er be PH f -< Fr There art 
many Profeſſors who tan pray well, and talk well, whom we 
ſhall find at the left Hand of Chriſt another day : You have 
Jour Trades, your Eſtates, your Relations 5 be not taken with 
rheſe, but with God: Oliveon him! For the Lord's ſake gn 
Home and take heed of the World, worldly Cres, worldly Come 
forts, worldly Friends, &c. Saying thus, 

The Lord having given Authority to his Miniſters to bleſe 
hes People, accordingly 1 bleſs you m his Name, uſing the ſame 
words as before, «1 fo parted with them ;z with many other 
dear Expreſſions of his Love to them and the Town. 

And thus he was uſed' to Converſe with all that came ta 
Viſit him, as he was able, looking alwayes chearfully upon 
them, and never complaining of any Afflition he was un- 
der, except it were to excite his Taxmror Friends to their 
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In February, he being very defirous to return among his 
People, he moved it to his Dottor, who conſented to it 
fearing that Air mi hr be too keen for him in March : And 
hoping that it might much add to his Cure, to fatisfie his 
mind, 

In a Horſe-Litter I removed him : He was much pleaſed at 
the fight of the Place, and his People, who came flocking 
about him ; and he ſeemed to increaſe . in ſtrength, fo that 
he was able to feed himſelf the Week after he came Home : 
But I fearing the frequent Viſits of his Friends might be pre.. 
judicial to him, perſwaded him to remove to Mr. Mabacks 
Houſe, which he was again invited to, and moſt courteouſly 
entertained. 

And thus he continued increaſing in ſtrength, till the be. 
ginning of April, and then he began to decline again, and 
was taken after ſome dayes with Convullſion Fits, as he fat in 
his Chamber one Afternoon, and had three or four more 
fits that Night : Bur in the uſe of Means, through God's Blef- 
ſing, he had no more in three Weeks. One Evening being 
in his Chamber, he defired me to leave him a while alone ; 
which I was very unwilling to do, but his importunity made 
me to go down from him : Bur in leſs than half a quarter of 
an hour, he was fallen to the Ground in one of his former Fits, 
and had hurt his Face ; and from his Noſe came much Blood, 
which was very clotted and corrupt, which Phyſitians ſee. 
ing, did conclude (though it were grievous to me, that un- 
der ſuch Weakneſs, he ſhould have ſo ſad an Accident ) that 
the fall ſaved his life : For had not that Blood come from his 
Head, he had, fo far as they could rationally judge, died in 
that Fit, which took away his Senſes for the preſent ; but he 
went to Bed, and ſlept fo well that night, as he had not in 
many Weeks before ; ſo that my Self, and Friends, feared 
that he had been in an Apoplexy : But he awaked about fix 
in the Morning, much refreſhed, and full of the Praiſes of 
God for his Mercies to him, being very ſenfible how ſudden- 
ly he was ſurpriſed the Evening before, After this, he lived 
alwayes expecting Death, ſaying often to me and his Friends, 
It us but 4 puff, and { am gone ; And therefore would, ever 
Night after he had been at Prayer, bid all the Family farcwe!, 
telling them, He 7ight be dead _ the Morning ; and dio". 
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ing ſome holy Counſels to them, would depart to his Chan: 
ber : All the while T was undrefling him, he would be dif. 
courſing of Spiritual things, it being all his delight ; and 
when we lay down to reſt, his laſt words wete uſually, [ we 
ſhall ſhortly be in another Bed, therefore it zs good to mind 
it, and provide for it apace ; farewel my Dear Heart, the 
Lord bleſs thee ] and ſo he would go to his Reſt, In his 
Health and Sickneſs, his firſt Speeches in the Mornings would 
be, [. Now we have one day more ;, bere xs one more for God, 
row let ws live well this diy; work hard for our Souls; 
lay up much Treaſure in Heaven this day, for wo have but af 
ew t0 live, | Z 
+ After this, the ſtrength of his Limbs, which were decayed, 
returned again, and he was, beyond all expe&ation, ſo far 
recovered, that we had. no fears of his relapſing again : His 
Appetite, and Reſt, and all repaired. But about the ſixth of 
May, he began again to find weakneſs in his Stomach, which 
in a few dayes ſo grew upon him, that he loſt his Limbs again ; 
and on the 12th of May, in the Morning, having lain ſome 
dayes and nights in cold Sweats, as heretofore at Dorcheſter, 
he was again ſeiſed with Convulfions, firſt lying four hours 
with his eyes fixed to Heaven, not ſpeaking one Word, na 
in the leaſt moving himſelf, my ſelf and Friends weeping 
by him, at laſt he ſpake to us with a very audible Voice, 
Weep not for me, my Work, zs done |] and ſeemed to be 
lo Matter to utter to us, but was immediately ſeifed with 
a tertible Convulſion, which was fad to behold ; it fo altered 
his Countenance, and put him into ſuch Sweats, that *twas 
fi ange to ſee how the drops lay and run down his Face, and 
Hands, and Body : This held kim two hours or more, and 
ceaſcd, but he was left by it without any ſenſe ; and in a 
quarter of an hour, or little more, fell into another, in which 
he ratled, and was cold, ſo that we apprehended every 
breath would be his laſt, The Phyfitian who was then by him, 
accounted his Pulſe to be gone, and that he would be dead in4 
few minutes : But the Lord thewed his Power here once again 
in raiſing him, ſo that many that came and ſaw him, that heard 
th- next day he was alive, would- not believe till they came 
and ſaw him again, Theſe violent Fits went off about twelve 
z Clock, and he revived, but had no ſenſe to converſe with + 
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fill the next day, nor did he perfe&ly recover them four dayes 
after, and then was as before, and fo continued very weak till 
Fuly, no ſtrength coming into his Hands or Legs ; for the 
molt part confined to his Bed, bur ſtill chearful in his Spirit, 
and free to diſcourſe with any that came to viſit him, as long 
as he was able. | | 

But the Lord had yet more work for him to do : I ſeeing 
him lie ſo hopeleſs, as to his Life or Limbs, and conſidering 
the Winter was growing on _ I propoſed it to the Do- 
Eors to have him to the Bath ; ſome were for it, others 2- 
vainſt it ; acquainting my Husband with it, he was much 
pleaſed withit, and ſo earneſt in it, that I ſent immediately 
to Bath for a Horſe-Litter, and the Lord was pleaſed firange- 
ly to appear in ſtrengthening him for his Journey ; fo that he 
that had not in many weeks been out of his Bed and Cham- 
ber, 'was able in two dayes to reach near forty miles, ( but 
when he came to Bath, the Doors there ſeemed to be much 
amazed to behald ſuch an Obje&, profeſling they never faw 
the like ) much wondering how he was come alive fuch a 
Journey, and doubted much to put him in: But he having. 
tryed all Artificial Baths, and Oyntments, and Plaiſters 
before, he reſolved, againſt their Judgment, to adventure 
himſelf. 

Ar his firſt appearing in the Bath, being waſted to Skin and 
Bone, ſome of the Ladies were afrighted, as if Death had been 
_ in among them, and could not endure-to look towards 

im, 

The firſt time he went in, he was able to ſtay but a little 
while, but was much refreſhed, and had no ſymptom of his 
Fits, which he feared the Barb might have cauſed again : 
Through the blefling of the Lord upon this means, without 
any thing elſe, except his drinking of Goats-Milk, he that was 


not able to go nor ftand, nor-moye a Finger, could in three 


weeks time walk about his Chambey, and feed himſelf : 
his impaired Appetite was again reſtored, and his {{renzth fo 
increaſed, that there ſeemed no doubt to the Phyſitians of his 
full recovery, he having not the leaſt fign of any' inclination 
to - Fits, from the twelfth of May till his Death drew 
nigh, 

In this time of his being in Barb, his Soul was far more 
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ſtrengthened with Grace ; ſo that my ſelf, and all that beheld 
him, and converſed with him, diſcerned ſenfibly his growth 
and he was in the nights and dayes, fo frequently with God, 
and often in ſuch raviſhments of Spirit,from the Joys and Con... 
folations that he received from the Spirit of God, that it was 
oftentimes more than' he could expreſs, or his bodily firength 
could bear ; ſo that for my own part, I had leſs hopes of his 

> continuance on Earth than ever before : For I pergcived plain. 
ly, the Lord had ſpared him but to recover ſtrength of Grace, 
and to make him a more evident inſtance of his fingular Love, 
before he took him hence. 
He being now more chearful than formerly,and more exceed. 
ingly affect jonate in his carriage to me, and to all his Friends, 
eſpecially with thoſe that were moſt Heavenly, the Lord was 
pleaſed to order it in his Providence ; there were many ſuch 
then who came to uſe the Bath, as Mr. Farrclowgh and his Wife 
Mr. How of Torrington, Mr.Foſeph Barnard and his Wife, au 
ſeveral of qur Tawntor Friends, and of Br:ffol Miniſters and 
others, which was a great cornfort to us. 
His parts ſeemed to be more quick in his Converſes, what. 
. ever he was put upon, either by Scholars, pr thoſe that were 
more Inferiour. He had many viſitors there,both of ſtrangers 


and Friends, who were willing to ſee him, and diſcourſe with 

im, having heard what a monument of Mercy be was and he 
would to all of them,ſo amplifie upon all the Paſſages of Gods 
dealings with him, as was very —_ to all that heard him ; 


and did afte& many that were ſtrangers to God, and to Reli- 
gion, as well as to him. | 
* He found much favour, even among the worſt, both Gentry 
and others ( ſuch as would make a ſcoff at Religion, or holy 
' Diſcourſe from others) would hearken to him. Though he did 
often faithfully reprove many for their Oaths, and exceſs in 
Drinking, their laſcivious Carriages, which he obſerved in the 
Bath ; and there was none of them but did moſt thankfully ac- 
cept it from him, and ſhewed him more reſpe& after, than they 
had done before : In which he obſerved much of Gods goodneſs 
to hinf, and would often ſay tome; 0! how good ue It ro be 
faithful to God, The vileſt of theſe Perſons, as I was by feve- 
ral informed, ſaid of him, That he never ſpake with ſuch 4 
max in bis fe, | we 7 
His 


Tennight, what progreſs they had made : He alſo ingaged 
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His Reproofs were may with ſo much refpe& to their 
Perſons, and the honourable eſteem he had of their Digoky 
that they ſaid, They could not but accept his Reproofs, t engh 
very cloſe and plain 5 And his way was, ſometime before 
intended to reprove them, he would often in the Bath Con- 
verſe with them, of things that might be taking with them ;, 
and did fo ingaye their AﬀeCtions, hat they would willingly 
every day converſe with him : He being frn:ſhed (from his 
former Studies) for any Company, deligning to ule it ſtill 
for Holy ends; by ſuch means hath caught many Souls, 

While he was in this place, though he had many Diver- 
fions, by his uſing the Bath conſtantly every day, and his fre. 
uent Viſits, beſides his Weakneſs, yet he kept his conſtant 
aſons, four times a day, for his Holy Retirements ; wa- 
king in the Morning conſtantly at or before five a Clock, and 
would not be diſturbed till about ſeven, when he was carried 
to the Barth, Having the Curtains drawn cloſe, he ſpent his 
time in Holy Meditation, and Prayer, and Singing, and once 
again before Dinner, but then he ſpent leſs time ; and about 
od _ hour before two in the Afternoon, juſt before he went 
abroad. 

For though he never attained tq ſo much ſtrength, as to be 
able to walk abroad in the Streets without my leading him 
or ſome other, yet he would be imployed for his Lord an 
Maſter. His Chair-men that uſed to carry him to the Bath, 
he appointed to fetch him about three a Clock, who 
carried him to Viſit all the Schools and Alms-houſes, and 
the Godly Poor, eſpecially the Widdows ; to whom he would 
give Money, and with whom he would Pray and Converſe 
with them, concerning their Spiritual States, according as 
their Neceſſities required ; ingaging thoſe that were Teachers, 
and Governours, to Teach the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, buying 
many Dozens,and giving them to diſtribute to their Scholars ; 
and many other ſmall Books which he thought might be 
uſeful for them ; and then would come and ſce, in a Week or 


ſeveral to ſend their Children once a Week to him to be Ca- 
techiſed;which they did hearken to him in : And we had about 
ſixty or ſeventy Children every Lord's-Day to our Lodging, 
and they profited much by his Inſtructions, till ſome took 

ſuch 


go 
ſuch” offence at it, that he was forced to deſiſt, and the School- 
Maſfter was threatned to be cited to Wells before the Biſhop,and 
many others afrighted from it, 

He alſo ſent for all the 'godly Poor he could find in thar 

lace, and entertained them at his Chamber, and gave to them 
every one as he was able, as a Thank-Ofering to the Lord 
for his Mercy to him, and defired them, with ſeveral others, to 
keep a day of Thankſgiving for him ;Mr. Fairclowgh, Mr. Hows 
and Himelf\, performing the duties of the day. - 

Thus though his Sickneſs had been long, and his Expences 
great, he thought he could never ſpend enough for him from 
whom he had received all :. He contantly gave Money or Ap.. 

les to all the Children that came to be catechized by him, to 
ingage them, beſides all he gave to the Teachers, and Poor, 
which indeed was beyond his ability, conſidering his Eſtate : 
But I am perſwaded, he did foreſee that his time would be bur 
ſhort ; and having made a competent and comfortable proviſi- 
on for me, he refered to lay up the reſt in Heaven ; he did of- 
'ten ſay to me, /f he lived never ſo long, hc would never mcreaſe 
by Eſtate, now 1 was provided for ;, ke having no Children, 
God's Children ſhould have it. 

But he was yet again deſigning what he might do before he 
took his leave of the World : And his next work was, to fend 
Letters to all his Relations and intimate Friends, in moſt of 
which he urges them to obſerve his Counſels,for they were like 
to be his iaſt to them, TI alwayes wrote for him, for he could 
not, by reaſon of his weakneſs, write a Line. 

At thistime he had a great deſire to go'to Mr. Foſeph Bar 
»ards, which was about tive Miles from Bath, there to finiſh 
his laſt Work for God, that ever he did on Earth ; which was 
to promote the Exerciſe of Catechifing in Somzerſerſhire and 
W:ltfhire ; Mr, Barnard having had a great deliverance as well 
as himſelf, h2 propoſed this to him as their Thank-Offering to 
God, which _ would joyntly tender to him. They had inga. 

ed one to another, to give {o much for the Printing of fix 

thouſand of the 4//emmblies Catechiſm, & among other Friends 
to raiſe ſo-e Money, for to ſend to every Miniſter that would 
ingage in the Work,and tv grve to the Children for their Incou- 
ragement in Learning + This Work was finiſhed by Mr. Bar- 
nard, after my Husband was gone to his Rell. 
| He 
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 Hefinding' himfelf to decline again, apprehended it was 
for want of uſing the Bath, and t crefore clired to return, 
and I being feartul he ſhould ride home, ſe:ing ſome Symp. 
tors of his Fits, ſent for the Horſe-Litter, and fo carried him 
again to Bath : Where, by the DoQors advice, after he had 
taken ſome things to prepare his Body, he made uſe of the 
Hot Bath ( the Croſs-Bath being then too cold ) and ſo he 
did for four- dayes, and ſecmed ro be refreſhed, and the . 
firength that he had in his Limbs to recover, rather than 
abate ; and two of his Taunton Friends coming to ſee him, 
he was chearful with them : But on the third of November 
I diſcerned a great change in his Countenance, and he f 
a great alteration in himſelf, but concealed it from me, as I 
heard after : , For ſome Friends coming to viſit him, he deſi- 
red them to pray for him, for his time was very ſhort ; But 
defired-them not to tell me of it : All that day he would not 
permit me to move out of the Chamber from him, except 
once while thoſe Friends were with him, After we had dined, 
he was in more then ordinary manner tranſported with Aﬀe.. 
ion towards me ; which he expreffed,. by his returning me 
thanks for all my pains and care for him and with him, and 
utting up many molt afteCtionate requeſts for me to G OD, 
forks would ſuffer me to riſe as we fat together : At Night 
again, at Supper, before I could riſe from him, he ſpake thus 
to me. 

Well, now my dear Heart, my Companion in all my Tribn.. 
lations and Afflitions, I thank thee for all thy pains and la- 
bours for me, at Home and Abroad, in Priſon and Liberty, in 
Health and Sickneſs ; reckoning up many of the Places we had 
been in, in the dayes of our affli&tion : And with many other- 
moſt —_—_ and affe&ionate A h2 concluded 
with many Holy Breathings to God for me, that he would re- 
quite me, and never forget me, and fill me with all manner of 
Grace and Conſolations, and that his Face mig}:t {ti}! ſhine 
upon m?, and that I might be ſupported and carried through 
all difficulties, 

Afﬀeer this he deſired me to ſee for a Prac#ice of P/2ry ; and 
I procuring one for him, he turned his Chai: trom me, that T 
might not ſee, and read the Mediratimns c63ut Death in the 
latter end of that Book z which I diſcernin;;,askt of A - 
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ther he did apprehend his end was near > To which hereplyed, 
He knew not, in a few dayes { would ſee ;, and fo fell into 
Diſcourſe, to divert me; deſiring me to read two Chapters 
to him, as I uſed to do every night ; and ſo he haſted to Bed 
not being able to go to Prayer ; and with his own hands did 
very baſtily undoe his Coat and Doublet, which he had not 
done in many months before :- As ſoon as he was in Bed he 
told me, He felt ſome more than ordinary ſtoppage in his 
Head ; and I brought him ſomething to prevent the Fits, 
which I feared : Bur in a quarter of an Gow after he fell into a 
_—— Convulfion : Which I being much afrighted at 
called for help, and ſent for the Doors ; uſed all former an 
other means, but no ſucceſs the Lord was pleaſed to give then 
to any : But they continued for two dayes and nights, not cea- 
fing one hour. | | 

This was moſt grievous to me, that I' ſaw him ſo like to de- 
part, and that T ſhould hear him ſpeak no more to me ; 

ing it would harden the Wicked to ſee him removed by 

Juch a ſtroak : For his Fits were moſt terrible to behold : 
And I earneſtly beſought the Lord, that if it were his plea- 
ſure, he would fo far mitigate the heavy ſtroak I ſaw was 
coming upon me, by cauſing him to utter ſomething of his 
Heart before he took him trom me ; which he gratiouſly 
anſwered me in ; for he that had not ſpoke from Tueſday 
Night, did on Friday Morning, about three a Clock, call for 
me to come to him, ſpeaking very uuderſtandingly between 
Times, all that day : But that Night about nine 4 Clock, he 
brake out with an audible voice, ſpeaking for ſixteen hours t0= 
gether, thoſe and ſuch like words as you formerly had account 
'of ; and did ceaſe but a very little ſpace, now and then, all the 
— till about ſix on Saturday in the Evening, when he 
departed. 

bows three in the Afternoon he had, as we perceived, ſome 
conflict with Satan, tor he uttered theſe words ; | 

Away thou foul Fiend, thou Enemy of all Man-kind, thou 
ſubrile Sophiſter, art thou come now to moleſs me! Now 1 am 
joft going ! Now I am (o weak, and Death upan me. Trou- 
ble me not, for I am none of thine ! I am the Lords, Chriſt 
3s mint, and I am hy : His by Covenant ; 1 have ſworn my 


ſelf ro be the Lords, and hzs I will be: Therefore _ 
.TNEIC 
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Theſe laſt words he repeated often, which T took muc'Þ no 
tice of; That his covenanting with God was the means le aſed 
to expel the Devil and all bis Temptations. 

The time we were in Bazh, I had very few hours alone with 
him, by reaſon of his conſtant uſing the Barh, and Viſits of 
Friends from all Parts thereabouts, and ſometimes from 7.4» 
ron z and when they were gone, he would be either retyring 
to G OD, or to his Reſt : But what time I had with him, ke 
alwayes ſpent in Heavenly and Profitable Diſcourſe; ſpeaking 
much of the Place h2 was going to,and his Deſires to be gone : 
One Morning as I was dreſſing him, he looked up to Heaven 
ns ſmiled, and I urging him to know why, hz anſwered me 

us 

Ah m Love, 1 was thinking of my Marriage Day, at will 
be Fhortly : O what 4 joyful day will that be ! Will it not think- 
eff thou my dear Heart > 

Another time, bringing him ſome Broth, he ſaid, Bleſſed 
be the Lord for theſe refreſhaments in the way home; but O how 
ſweet will Heaven be | | 

Anether time, / hepe to be ſhortly where 7 ſhall need no Meat, 
z0r Drink , nor Cloaths. | 

When he looked on tis weak conſumed Hands, he would 
ſay, Theſe ſhall be changed ; Thu vile Body. ſhall be made like 
to Chrifts Glorious Body. 

O what a glorious Day will the Day of the Reſyrredion be 9 
Methinks I ſee it by Faith ; How will the Saints lift up their 
_ and rejoyce, and how ſadly will the wicked World look 
then. 

O come let us make haſte, our Lord will come ſhortly, let us 
prepare. | 6.2 

1f we long to be im Heaven, let ws haſten with our Work ; 

for when that is done, away we ſhall be fercht. | 

O this vain fooliſh dirty World, I wonder how reaſonable 
Creatures can ſo dote upon it ! What 5 in it worth the looking 
after ! 1 care not to be 1n at longer than while my Myſter hath 
either doing, or ſuffering work for me, were that done, farewel 
to Earth, 

He was much in commending the Love of Chriſt, and from 
that exciting himſelf and me to obedicnce to him, often ſpeak- 

ing of his Sufferings and of his Glory. wo 


Ut 


this laſt he did fr 


r 


FzOf his Love-Letters; as he called the var Prog ms of his | 


. Life, Peath, Reſurreftion, Aſcention, and his Second com 
ing ; Thethoughts of which he ſeemed alwayes to be much 
' raviſhed-with.” | 


He would bee reckoning the choice Tokens Chriſt 
had ſent him, which I remember he would frequently reckon. 
up, 1. The Pardez of Sin, 2. A Patent for Heaven, 3. The 


Gift of the Spirit. ; 4. The Robe of hs Righteouſneſs. 5. The 


ſpoyies of Enemies. 6, The Charter of all Liberttes and Privi- 
edges. 7. The Guard &- his Angels, The confideration of 

ently ſolace himſelf in; ſaying to me of- 
ten, when we lived alone in the Priſon, and divers other Pla- 
ces ; Well, my Dear, though we have not our Attendants and 
Servants as the Great Ones, and Rich of the World have, we 
have the Zlefſed Angels of God ftill to wait upon us, to mini- 
feer to 5, and to watch over us while we are ſleeping ; to be 
with us when journeyng, and ſill to preſerve us from the rage 
of Men and: Devils, EEE nn” >, =" 

He was exceedingly affefted with the three laſt Chapters of 
Sarnt Fohp's Goſpel, efpecially Chriſt's parting Words, and 
Prayer for his Di ciples. But it is time for me to ſet a ſtop to 
my Peri, God did pour into him, and he did pour out fo much, 
thar it was ſcarce 'pofſible to retain the Converſes of one day, 
without a conſtaht Regiſter : His Heart, his Lips, his Life was 
filled up with Grace ; In' which he did thine both in Health 


' and Sickneſs, Profperity and Adverfity, in Prifon and at Li- 


berty, in his own Houſ-,and in the Churches of Chriſt, where- 
ever heTame : I never heard any that converſed with him, but 
would acknowledge it wasto their advantage. 

At my Husbands firſt coming to Tawnron, he was entertain- 


[ed by Mr. Newrox as a Sojourner, and after he was ordained it 
- Tawnton in a Publick Apciat r 


ation Meeting, he adminiſtred all 
Ordinances joyntly with him; though he were but an Afliſtant, 


' Mr. Newton would have it ſo,who dearly loved him,and highly 


.efteemed of him ; and ſeeing him reſtleſs in his Spirit, and 
putring himſelf to-many tedious Journeys to viſit me, ( as he 
did once a Fortnight 25 miles ) he perſwaded: him to marry, 
conti21y to our purpoſe, we reſolving to havelived much lon- 


ger ſingle. - The 4#h of O#ober 1655, after a year and two 
- . Months acquaintance, owr Marriage was conſummated. 


And 


c : "ws y 


And we lived togerher with Mr.|Newtor, near two years, 
where we were molt courteouſly ke: and then hope- 
ing to be more uſeful in owr Station, we took Houſe, and I 
having been alwayes bred to work, undertook to teach a 
School, and had many Tablers, and Scholars,” our” Family be- 
ing ſeldome lefs than Twenty, and many times "Thirty ; My 
School uſually fifty or ſixty of the Town and other places; 
And the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs us exceedingly in our en- 
deayours : , So that many were converted in a few years, 'that 
were before Strangers to God : All our Scholars called him - 
Father : And indeed he had far more care'of them than moſt” 
of their natural Parents, and was moſt tenderly affe&ionge to 
them, but eſpecially to their Souls, Fae 

His courſe in his Family was Prayer, and reading the 
Scriptures, and finging twice a day, except when he cate- 
chiſed, which was conſtantly once, if not twice a Week ; Of 
every Chapter that was read, he ezpe&ed an account of, and 
of every Sermon, <ither to himſelf or me : He dealt with them 
and his Servants frequently together, and apart, about ther 
Spiritual ſtates, weling them to all their Duties,both of Firſt 
ahd Second-Table, and calling them ſtrifly to account, Whe- 
ther they did not omit them, He alſo gave them Books ſui. 
table to their Capacities and Condition, which they gave a 
weekly account of to him or me ;. but too often by publick 
Work was he diverted, as I am apt to think, who knew not fo 
well what was to be preferred. 

His Lords-Days Work was great, for though he Preacht 
but once in his own Place, yet he was cither deſired by fome 
of his Brethren to ſupply theirs on any Exigency, or would go 
where was no Miniſter 3 and ſo was forced often to leave his 
Family to me, to my great grief and loſs : -In his'Repetitions 
In Publick, as well as Satechifing, his own Family came all in 
their turns, to Anſwer in the Conyregation,both Scholars and 
Servants. h 

When I hive pleaded with him for more of his time with 
my Self and Family, he would anſwer me: His Miniſterial 
Work would not permit him to be fo. conftant as he would ; 
for if he had Ten Bodies and Souls, he conld imploy them 
all, in, and about Tarrtor :. And would fay, 4h my Dear, 

4 know thy Soul is [afe ; But how many that are Periſhing © 
ave , 
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have 1 to leok after? O that 1 could do more for them ! 
He was a Holy, ruguas Tenderly-Aﬀeionate Husband, 
and I know _— I could complain of, but that he was ſo 
. taken up, that I could have but very little converſe with him, 
His love was exprefſed to me, in his great care for me 
Sick and Well; in his Proviſion for me ; in his Delight in 
my Company ; ſaying often, He could not bear to be froni 
me, but when he was with God, or nay for him ; 
and that often it was hard for him to deny himſelf to be fo 
lopg abſent : It was irkſome to him to make a Meal with. 
out me, nor would he manage any Afﬀair almoſt without 
conyerſing with me, concealing nothing from me, that was 
fit for me to know ; being far from the Temper of thoſe 
Husbands, who hide all their Concerns from their Wives 
which he could not indure to hear of, eſpecially in Good 
Men, | | | 
He was a faithful reprover af any thing he ſaw amiſs in me, 
which I took as a great evidence of his real good will to my 
Soul ; and if in any thing he gave me offence, which was but 
ſeldom, ſo far would he deny himſclf,as to acknowledge it, and 
defire me to pals it by, profz{ling to me he could never reſt rill 
he had done fo ; and the like I was ready to do to him,as there 
was far more reaſon ; by which courſe, if any difference did 
ariſe, it was ſoon over with us, De ep 
He was a very tender Mafter to his Servants, every way ex- 
preſfling it to their Souls and Bodies, giving them that incou- 
ragement in their places they could defire ; expecting from his 
wholc Family that reſpe&, and obedience to his Commands, 
which their Rule required ; reproving them that were careleſs 
and negligent in obſerving them. 
He was frequent in keeping ſolemn dayes of Humiliation, 
eſpecially againſt a Sacrament. 
He was a very ftri& obſerver of the Sabbath, the Duties of 
which, he did perform with ſuch joy and alacrity of Spi- 
rit, as was moſt pleaſant to joyn with him, both jn Publick, 
and in the Family, when we could enjoy him : And this be 
did muck preſs upon Chriſtians, to ſpend their Sabbaths more 
in en - 2nd Thankſgivings, as dayes of holy rejoycing in our 
Viagicemer,.:. > : 
1] the wie of his Health, he did riſe conſtantly at, or 
before 
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before four of the Clock, (and on the Sabbaths ſooner, If 
he did wake) he' would be much "tronbled if he heard any 
Smiths or Shoomakers, or ſuch, Tradeſmen at work at their 
Trades, before he was in his Duties with God : Saying to me 
often, O how this' Noiſe ſhames nie !  Doth not iny Maſtet 
delerye ifore than theirs > From four till eight, he Tpent in 
Prayer, Holy Contemplation, and finging © Pſalms, which 
he much delighted in, and did daily pra&iſe alone, as well as 
in his Family : Having refreſhed himſelf about half an hour, 
he would call to Family-Daties, and after that to his Studies 
till eleven or twelve a Clock, cutting out 'his Wotk . for every 
hour in the day. Having refreſhed himſelf a while. after 
Dinner, he uſed to retire to his Study to Prayer, and fo As 
broad among the Families he was to viſit, to whom he 'al- 
wayes ſent the day before ; going out about twoa Clock, and 
ſeldom rerurn ing till ſeven in the Evening, ſotnetimes latcr : 
He would often ſay, Gyve wie 4 rk that contrts his time 
more precions than Gold, His Work in his publick Miniſtry 
1n Tawnton, being to Preach but once a Sabbath, and Cate= 
chiſe ; he devote himſelf much to private, Work, and alſo 
Catechiſed once a Week in Publick beſides, and repeated the 
Sermon he Preached on the -Sabbath-Day, on Tueſday in the 
mm 
He found much diffitulty in going from Houſe to Houſe, 
becauſe it had not ben praRtiſed a lorig time by any Miniſter 
in Tawzton, not by any others of his Brethren z and he be- 
ing but a Young Man, t6 be looked upon as fingular, was 
that which called for niuch Self-denyal, which .the Lord ina- 
bled him to Exerciſe : For after he had Preached up in Pub. 
lick thz Miniſters Duty to their People, and theirs to receive 
them, wheri they canie to thei for their Spiriteal Advantage, 
e ſer Ipeedily upon the Work: _ Be 
In this Work, his' courſe was, t6 draw a Catalogue of the 
Names of the Families in each Street, and fo to fend a day 
or two before he intended to viſt thethl, that they might nor 
be abſent, arid that he might underſtand who was willing to 
receive him : Thoſe that ſent flight Excuſes, or did obſtinate- 
}y refuſe his. Meſſage, he would notwithſtanding goto them, 
and if ( as ſome would ) they did ſhur heir $ againſt 
him, he would ſyeak ſome few _— words to them ; 
- Or 


ns } 
fe 1 


would. Jad Ate Terters to. 
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PTS Dw cauſes deooiince the Thnearnings f God apainſt 
than © tys Miniſters, and'! ſo deprep [7 06 . 
ve 
expreſſions of his preat dcfiresto do t er Sh 5 hey as di 

Expreſſions. thi H Hons: Bey hey di id many of the afterwards 
pEneY Fry Hin 1 Into 7 theif Houſc IF Herein was his Com. 
9). to all -Sorts ll Poor and Rich, not dif. 

or eo Cich Houſes amongſt the Poor, as were" of, 

en heck ofitinets Kim .r0 fit in, he being of an exa& and 
emper.z ,yct he with Joy and freedom, den) 
Eamnfclf for the good by heit Souls, and that he might ful 
s Mickey among thoſe the Lord had given him the over. 


fi JE © 
The Lpeeegirin this Work, with what he did otherwiſe;td be to6 
car ing often he would bring himlelf to Diftem, 
m_ per and ey aſes,” as he did ſoon after, Pefonr ht him not ty 
&. Tout; "His anſwec wayld be, What have 4 ſtrength 
Bok bux to end or for God d What 5 4 Contle fer, bx# to bi 
burnt > And be would fay, 7 was like Peter, fil eryi: ag, 0 
ſpars thy Telf; But 1 muſt not hearken to thee, no more this 
Maſter did to him = "Though his Labours were fo abun. 
id [ never knew him, for nine years together, under the 
leaſt Diſtemper one quarter of a anhour. - -- 
He was exceeding temperate in his Dyer, thoiigh he had x 
very fv Appetite, ,yet did he at. cyery Meal deny himfclf 
pet{waded that ir did much conduce to his Health! 
The Eire at his Table was very profitable, and yet hy 
fant, never riſing, either at home or abroad, without A: 
ping ſomething of God, according to the Rule he laid rk 
roothers. He was, very. much in commending and adrl. 
ring the Merciesof God in efery Meal, and was till fo ple, 
ſed” with his proviſion for him, that he would often fay: 
He fared dcicion'y every day, and lived far tetter than' th: 
Great Ones of the Ward, who had theit Tables far better 
furnithed : For he cnjo God 3 in all, and {aw his Love and 
Bounty ip what he ri recely at.every Meal : So that he woull 
ſzy,, 0 wife! 1 rhiveavo wptuons life ; but bleſſed be Godyt 
#p0:1 Spiritual Dainties, ſuch as the World know not, nor 7aft 
wot c 
He was much' in minding the Poor, that were in want 6 


ib, wy hn wc 
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all things; often wondering that God ſhould make-ſuch 4 dif- 


' ference between him and them,. both for this World and that 
to come ; nd hin Chariay was ever beyond his Eſtate, -as. my 


Jelf and many other Friends did conceive, but he wouldnot 
be difſwaded, alwayes ſaying, 4f he were Proargdl, it was, far 
God, and nat for hiniſelf,, nor fon. > ERIT?IY 
. There were but few, if any, Poor Families, eſpecially of 
'the in 7 4»tas, but he knew their deceflities,. and did 
by himſelf or Friends relieve them:-'So that our Homes wete 
ſcldom free of ſuch as; came to make complaints to him; Aﬀeer 
the times grew dead for Trade, many of our godly. men; det- 
.caying, he would :giye much beyahd his' ability ta. xetovet 
them : HE would buy Peaſe and Flitches of Bacon,and diftrt- 
bute twice a year, in the cold and hard Seaſons. He kept 
ſeveral Children at. School at his own Coſt ; bought. many 
Books and Catechiſms, and had many thouſands of Prayers 
printed, and diſtributed among tent Ag after his Brethren 
were turned out, he gave four pounds a yeat himſelf to a 
pack Stock for them,, by which: he excited. many- ethers to 
o the ſame, and much mote, which elfs would never have 
doneit: And on any other gecaſiors as did frequently fall 
in, he would give even to the ofence of his Friehds ; So 
that many would grudge in the Town ts give-him what wy 
had agreed for ;- becauſe he would give ſo much. Beſides. all 
this, the neceſſities of his own Father, -and many other Rela- 
tions were till ey on him, and he was open handed to 
them all : So that it nh been ſometimes even incredible to 
vur ſelves to conſider how much he did, out of a little Eſtate, 
and therefore may  ſeem- ſtrange to others: Moreover, when 
he had received any more than ordinary Merey at the Hand 
of GOD, his manner was, to ſet, apart fome conſiderable 
Portion out of his Eſtate, and, dedicate it to the Lord, as a 
Thank-offering, to be laid out for his Glory in pivus and chart. 
table Uſes, Ra . | 
_ When I have begged him to confider himſelf and me ; 
he would anſwer me, He was laying up,and GOD would re- 
pay him : That þy liberal things he hobla ſtand, when others 
might tall that cenſured him ; that if he ſowed ſparingly, he 
ſhould reap fo ; if bountifully, he ſhould reap bountifully. | 
And I muſt confeſs I did often ſee ſo much'sf GOD in his 
H a dealings 
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dealings with us, according to his Promiſes, that I have been 
convinc'd and filenc'd' God having often ſo ſtrangely and un. 
expectedly provided for us : And notwithſtanding all he had 
done, he had ar laſt ſomewhat to diſpoſe of to his Relations, 
and to his Brethren, befides comfortable proviſion for me. 
Thus his whole Life was a continual Sermon, holding forth 
evidently the Do&rines he Preached ; Humility, Self-denyal, 
-Patience, Meeknefs, Contentation, -Faith, and holy Confi. 
dence \ſhining in him, with moſt dear Love to God, and his 
Church, and People ;: and where he longed and panred to be, 
he-isnow qe bo Heaven, finging Praiſes to God,' and to 
; -*"Ig703 which Work he much delighted in, whilſt here on 
E L " $0102 I | 
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CHAP. VIL 


Some Notes from another, whoſe Hoſe he Lodzed 
ff oa in ( Mr. F.) | 


The Narrative of his moſt Conſt.:nt, Tender, Compaſſionatt 

. +dealing' with jgnorant and bad People, in the places when 
he came, ( frequently giving them Monty, with bys Exhor- 
#ations) 4 mentioned before, TAY 


| As for ſuch as'feared God already, h2 was ſtill ſeeking 
their Edifcation, and {tirring them up to a Holy Lite; 
Very much prefling them, to intend God as their end, and 
to do whatever they did for God, When the Week began, -he 
would ſay, Another Weok 55 now before us, let ws ſpend thy 
Week for God, Andin the Morning he would ſay, Come mow 
ter this day be ſpent for God. Now let us live this one day wel: 
Cold we reſelve to be more than ordinary circumſpett, but fit 
ove dry at a times, and fo on; we might live at extraordinary 
r.:te, Inthe day tim?, he would ( ſeafonably ) ask Peqple, 
How did you ſet out today > Did your ſet out for God to day? 

What were your Morning Thoughts ? 
In the Week tiare, he would often "ask- the Servants for * 
oY Heads 
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Heads of the Szrmon, which they had heard on the I ord's- 
Day before, As he walked about the Houſe, he would make 
ſome Spititual uſe of ,what-ever/did occur, and ſtill his Lips 
did drop like the Hony-Comb to all that were about him, 'to- 
do any Offices for him in his Weakneſs, were all well requited, 
To give a few Inſtances of his ſavoury words. | 

To one that had done well, © There are two things ( {ad 
&© be) that we muſt ſpecially look to after well doing, and the 
&« ſpecial taſt of'the Love of God. 1. That we grow not 
©* proud of it, and ſo-loſe all, 2. That we grow not ſecure, 
* and fo give the Tempter new Advantages. 

Speaking of .the Vanity of the World, he ſaid : Ir is as 
© gcod be without the World, and to bear that ſtate as be-. 
* teem2th a Chriſtian, as to enjoy the World, though ir 
* were never ſo well imployed : If a Man hath Riches, and 
© layeth them out for Gud, and for his Servants, yet is it as 
© happy a ſtate to receive Alm3 of another, ſo we bear our 
© Poverty aright, and are chearful and thankful in our low E- 
© {tate, (Though yer it is true, that Riches may be uſed ro 
© the good of others ; and it is more honourable to give; than 
* to receive.) | horas 1 | | 

Another time he was ſaying : © How neceſſary a Duty it is 
© for 2 Child of God, plariar, to ſuit with all God's Diſpen- 
* ſations, and that a Chriſtian muſt not onely quietly ſubmir 
*to Godin all his dealings, bur ever to be heſt pleaſed with 
* what God doth, as knowing that he is infinitely Wife, and 
©Good. And, O how unbecoming a Chriſtian is it to do 0-- 
© therwiſe, To which one anſwering, How ſhort we ordina- 
rily fall as to that temper : He replyed, *We have much ground - 
© to go yet, but ſo jt muſtþe z but we ſhall never be well in-. 
© deed till we come to Heaven, 

- Another time ſaid he, © O what an alteration will be ſhort- 

© ly made upon us | Now we are the Sons of God, but yet 
© it doth not appear ( to fight ) what we ſhall be : Dil we 
« imagine onely that we ſhall ſhine as the Sun in the Fir- 
© mament, it were toq low a Conception of our Bl.{{ednefs 
& hereafter, . * 

Another Morning as he was Drefſing, he ſaid, © O what a 
* ſhout will there Eh Chriſt ſhall come in his Glory ! I 
and 0 00 we whens Bl rontribute to that ſhout, _ 
| H 3 Another 
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Another time, *T-bleſs the Lord, I delight in nothing in _ 


5 this World, further thanTI ſee God in it. - SON 
Another time {in his weakneſs ) ſaith he : © There are 
£ three things which muſt be unlearned; as roar miſtakes a. 


< mong men. x. Men think that their: happineſs lyeth ini ha-.. 


© ving the World, when it js much morc-1n contemning the 
© World. 2. Men think that the greateſt contentment lyeth in 
© having their Wills, when indeed it Ilyeth in croſſing, mor- 
*tifying, and ſubduing their wills to the Will of God, 
<3. Men think it their buſineſs and benefit to ſeck themſelves, 
< when indeed it is the defying of themſelves. I 

Another time this-was his advice, © 1. Value precious 
5© time, while time doth laſt, and not when it is irrevocably 
« Joft. 2. Know the worth of things to come, before they 
<« come, ( or are preſent ) 'and the worth of things preſerit, 
& before they are paſt. | | 3; Value no Mercy as it ſerveth to 
© content the fleſh,” bnt' as it is ſerviceable for God, and tg 
<« things eternal.;-- *-'{'7- +411. +2 - 

Such was his talk at the "Table, where he would be fill 
raiſed in gs for God's Bounty, and uſed to cat his meat 
with much chearfulneſs and comfort,as ſavouring of a ſweeter 


" He took one that was watching with him by the haud, and 
faid;*T baby to paſs ah Eternity with thee,in the praiſes of our 
n 


«God; In the mean time, -Let us live a- life of praiſe while 
© we are here, for it is'fiveer to us, and delightful-to God : It 
« js hatmony in his Ears, our failings being pardoned, and we 
< and our praiſe accepted throngh Chriſt, Such difcourſe is, 
I hope, -no great rarity with good men,” iff: the chearfulneſs of 
roſperity in health ;-- but for a man onthe Bed. of tedious 
anguiſhing it is more rare. | 

The night before he went to Bath, where he die, he ſaid to 
the ſainz Perſon : * O how much more hath God done -or 
* you, than for all the World of unconverted Perſons, in that 
< he'hath wrought hrs Image on your heart, and will bring you 
& at laſt to his Celeſtial Glory : Seenow that you acknow- 
<« Jedge the Grace of God, and give him the praiſe of it : For” 
© my part, I bleſs the Lord, I am full of his Mercy ; Good- 
* neſs and Mercy have: followed me all my dayes ; I am full 
£* and running over: And now & charge you to walk chear- 


< fully, 
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« fufly, and to follow me with your Praiſes whillt F am 
« 2}tve. : | 
And for fuch in the Family as fay under doubts of their 
condition, he took great. care of themy epdeavousing daily 
to fatisfic their Doubts, and anfwer their Scraples'; and Pill 


| would be enquiring, whether ax” rar yer any more fettls. 


ment : And if they faid; they knew net tow to try thews. 
felves ; he would ay, Coe, ler awe help you; and fo wenld . 
take thens afide, and propaund Dine heb or fon? fopng 
Marks, by way of Queſtion, and would asFthenr whether tt 
were fo with thent or-not > And if any doubt appearedto re 
main about it, he wonld not eaftly leave. theny, till tfigy: 
fowewhat fatisfied at that time, and would bring all down ta. 
the meaneſt Capacity, by putting, his* Oneftions Eytral 
wayes., And if yet doubts remained, he would uf alt*the 
compaſſion and pitifulneſs that might be;”and oper to 1Hews 
the goodneſs of God's Nature, the fufhctency of Chri{t; and 
bis. readineſs to accept returning Sinners ;, and after ' fon 
tryal by fairer means, would plainly labour te ceny neethetrs 
* the Sin of Unbelief, (&c: And for any inthe Family that 
ſeemed to ſtick under baze Convittions,, he muck urges them 


' to go on, and make a through, and found, and fure work 


of It, 2 oh 1G 
In Family Duties, he fremed more exceltent thar ar orfurr 
times. hone 
He was a man of ſingular patience iv Afiition. Thorwghh 
he lay under ſuck Es certain Fears, as Ferdred 
him almoſt wholly unable for his publick Work, and ny 
times not able to. move a Hand or Fingers, or hardly any 
other part ; yet fome that have beer much with hin, never 
heard him once complain, of one pain,or other, unjes. ary 
askt him, and then would alwayes make the leaſt of it. 'And 


| when he lay "many nights. and never took the Teſt reſt by 


fkep,hewould never ſhew the leaſt impatiency, ner fo muck 2 
fay, he had nor ſlept, unkeG it were askt him > And {ill would 
po and glarifie God, and fay, Shall 2 receive gavdl at Gad"s 

nd, and no evil > 


Fa Abi 
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Additions. 


Speaking of Exhortations and Reproof, he ſaid, 7r's rhe 
ſafeſt courſe ( where it may be done ) 70 24ke the opportwnity, 
and nat to ſuffer our backward hearts to cheat us of the preſent, 
on pretence of ſtaying for 4 fitter time, 
' As advice for profitaþle Diſcourſe, he ſaid, 77 x good for 
fech Chriſtians as need it, to ffudy befort-hand what to ſpeak, 
that they may alwayes have fmwnng en readineſs to bring 
forth for the benefit of others, which will prevent empertinencie;, 

Og oy wi ers he wage : We _ watch 
ggarmſs confining our Thoughts 2nd Deſires to the caſes of our 
= Sowls, aur the mlelh of thoſe ag joyn with ws ;; £ 4 
bave all, with the negletÞ of the miſerable World, and_of th: 
Church of Chriſt, For though indeed Hypocrites uſe to Indite 
almoſt all their publick Prayers from the ſuppoſed caſe of 
thoſe that are preſent, and meddle but lirtle with their own 

fins and wants, unleſs In formality ; Yet finctre Chriſtians are 

at firſt too apt to dwell upon their own Caſes almoſt alone, 
inſomuch that they have need to be called outward , and as 
they grow in Love, they will grow enlarged in the caſe of 
their Brethren, bur eſpecially of Publick and Univerſal Conſe 
quence. | 70 & TP 
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CHAP. VIE. 

Au intire and exatt Delineation of this Holy Perſon, 

Written by one of his familiar 4cquaintance; 
preſented in the laſt place, as the Portraiture of 
compleat Goſpel-Minifter. ES 0 


Firſt, Hs Perſonal Charatter. His Stature and Complexion! 


A*® to his Perſonal nw Chara&er, He was of Stature, 
* tall and ere& ; of Complexion,clear and lovely, his Coun- 
Fenance being the ſeat of chearfulneſs, gravity, and Jove. Tt 
MF Es Eng wars ?* © contra: 


CEN 

ntradifed that uſual ſaying, viz. Fronts nels fides , for 
is ſpritely 8 ſerene Countenance was the /zdex of an ative 
and Narnia Soul. * Anger as it ſeldom beclouded, fo & 
became not that Face moſt uncapable of ſowr impreflions: 
It was forc'd, and ſo not of long continuance, for it never 
Appeared but upon Summons, when commanded to interpoſe 
it ſelf, the Glory of G ON, and Honour of Religion —_ 
concern'd, Neither did his Reaſon and Vertue fre i 
than lay it when the Cauſe was ceaſed. He was angry, and 
finned nor, by being angry chiefly or only for fin, 


£5 wt. . 


years water, till the period of his life, he ſcarce knew what 
was an hours health, Moſt deplorable it is, that his yu 


innocent flames of Divine Love to G OD, and Zeal for his 
Glory, and the good of Souls, made all his ſtrength a whole 
burnt Sacrifice, and as well deyored, as if ſacrihced to the 
flames of Martyrdom. 


Hi Fudgment. 


And here ſome injury would be done to his Worthy 
Name; ſhould his internal Excellencies, which are of all the 
greateit, be wholly forgotten. His Judgment was as the Pot 
of Manna, wherein were found and conſerved all' wholeſom= 
Soul-feeding-Do&rines ; moſt folid and accute it was. For 


- though with the Eye of his Body he could not ſee far off, yet 


with 
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wich the Eye of his mind or underſtanding, he, penetrart 
far into the recefles of difficult Truths, and. out of ment: 
pepl=cities he was wont happily to extricate himſelf and 
others, the toy] of his Intelle& herein being not fo pleaſarit 
2s facee6ful. He was all judgment in his enquiries after 
Truth, 2nd. all affeRion in purſuing and. promoting that 
which is good. | | 
: His Memory, _. 


His Memory was as the Tables of the Covenant, GOD's 
LAW kbewghts Meditation Day and. Night, and as the Sa- 
cred ; there kept.. It was a moſt Faithful and Retine& 
Tecakary, out of which he continually brought Things New 

fa the Inſtruction and Confolation of his Hearer: 

tenadons & was, that it needed not, and wholly refuf 
tha kelps by which it is ufually fortified, and its, defefts. 
2d. It knew not the ſlavery of an impoſtd task, for 
| ence engaged his love, was without delay or dificul- 

xy pefiEſi of his Mind or Memory. Sas | 


Hwe Phanſe. 


His Phanſie was as 44r07s Rod budding, ever producing: 
freſh BlofbOms of refined Divine Wit and Invention. It was 
qua andhapyy, a fruitful Store-houfe of hallowed and ſub. 

Notions. Ever pregnant, yet never bringing forth any 
exthep thamrhe Off-fprings of Judgment & Diſcretion. Though 
K ſoared high, yer like a Bird in a String, when it had gone ta 
Its utwnodt leveth, it was check'd by his Fudgracut and Humi- 
lity, If it fbould aſcend abave its beight. - 


Hu Will aud Aﬀections. 


His Wall hc had: fo Jong loſt in the Divine Will, as not to 

. find it, ex robe troubled with its reluCtancies under fo 
.andfad a Sextes of Tryals and Aﬀfiittions, as thoſe which at- 
tended him ety to his Grave, His Aﬀections.were 
| Trong 2nd fervent, and to ufe his Words, They kept to 
their rhe: Objecs z0d their due. Bounds, never inkinle 
: | T 
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bat with a Coal fromthe Altar, and thenthey ſoared to mar-- 
yellous Heights. He was indeed, as it were, all affe&tion in 
purſuing and promoting the grand intereſts of Religion. The 
Zeal of God's Houſe had conſumed him, and that not Blind 
nor Wild, but well attempered with Light and Heats. In Sum 
what Holy Mr. Herbert ſaid of himf{2i, that may be ſaid of 
him, That his Ative Seul was as a keen Knife in a thin 
ever _—_ to cut through, and take its flight into the Region 
of Souls. - | eg 


Hy great Gravity. 


But to proceed to ſome of his excellent Properties, His 
gravity appeared to be true and genuine, (as not afteQea or. 
moroſe, not through any inability, but unwillingneſs to preſs 
his Wit to the ſervice of Vanity) reſulting from a mind ever 
in the awe of God, Becauſe his Preſence and Deportmenr 
ſtruck ſuch an awe even on all with whom he converſed, and 
compoſed them to a true decorum. So that as Reverend Mr, 
Bolton, when walking in the Streets, was fo much cloathed 
with majeſty, as. by the notice of his coming in theſe Words; 
Here comes Mr, Bolton, as it were to charm them into order, 
when vain or doing amiſs ; fo this moſt grave Divine, where- 
ſoever he came, was as a walking Ghoſt by his preſence, conju. 
ring them into a grave deportment, bis countenance ever. 
pointing at his awful Soul, What the Image or Statue-of Se. 
xacherib did ſpeak, that much more did this lively Image of 
the moſt High GOD ſpeak, vsz.. He who looketh to meylet bias 
be Religious. | 

This his great gravity was not onely Univerſally diſcerned: 
by all, bur alſo more particularly and eſpecially acknowledg. 
£d and loved by his Brethren in the Miniſtry, for there being 
ſome matter of moment depending among them, the- care. 
of which was to. be devolved on ſome one man : A worthy 
Divine far exceeding him in years, ſolicited him to take-it 
on him, who modeitly waved it, wondering that they ſhould 
pitch on one ſo young and unexperienced as himſ-1f, for fo 
folemn an undertaking : To whom the for2named Divine re- 

. plyed 3; Thar of all rhe Miniſters, his Brethren, whereof many 
or Age were his Fathers, he knew none of greater Gravity, 


Induſtry, 


ST 
Thduſtry, and fitneſs for the management of that Aﬀair than 
binfclf. | 


Fits Afability. 


+ Neither was h2 ſo inimurcd in his Study, as to be a ſtranger 

to, or averſe from, that generous and innocent freedom and 
obligineneſs of converſe, for Love and Afﬀability, were accu- 
rately attcmpered with his great Gravity. He became all 
things to all men, that he might gain the more, and ſo com- 
municative innocent- and obliging were all his Converſes, 
that he commanded the imitation and admiration of his 
Friends, and forc'd this acknowledgment from his Adverſa- 
ries, both Prophane, Atheiltical, and Sefarian, yv/z,, That 
if there were ever a good Man among ithcm,(meaning the Nor- 
confermifts) Mr, Alein was be, 


His Charity. 


- Communicative I fay he was, both of Spiritual, and alſo 
Temporal good things together, according to, and even be- 
nd his Power, ( as it is elſe-where abundantly aſcertained ) 
th when he heard the loud Complaints of ſome, and when 
he liſtened to the ſilent Suits of others, v-2,, ſome modeſt and 
indigent Houſe-keepers, who only ſpake by their real needs, 
and entercd their Svits at the Eyes of an inquiſitive Almoner, 
more than at his Ears. Of the good things pertaining to this 
Lifey he was often liberal beyond his meaſure, and of thoſe 
pertaining to another Life, often beyond his ſtrength z and by 
this Condlitiation of his Charity and Alm S, he made 
the one more Profitable, and the other more Acceptable ; the 
one the greater,and the uther the happier, and more ſucce Gful ; 
and by this ConjunRion alſo, he approved himſelf more per- 
fe& before God, the more throughly furniſhed to every good 


Word and Work, 


His Urterance, 


| His Prolation or manner of Speech was. Free, Eloquent, 
'Sublime, and Weighty, Of him it may be well ſaid, as of 


our 
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our Blefſ-d Saviour, That all bear him witneſ;, and wondered 
at the grationt Words which proceeded out 4 his Mouth, It 
will be hard to tell what Man ever ſpake with more Holy Elo- 
quence, Gravity, Authority, Meekneſs, Compalſion and Efh- 
cacy to Souls, than he did to thoſe ro whom in Inſtruction, 
Exhortation, Conſolation, Reprehtienſion, he moſt wiſely, 
frequently, and ſucceſsfully applyed himſelf. Few could re- 
fiſt, or ſtand before ths powerful Charms, and united Force 
of his Love and Authority, being equally attraQted by the one, 
. and awed by the other. In him, if in any, that common ob- 
ſervation did evidently fall, v-z, | 


Non bene conveniunt, nec in und ſede locantur 
Majeſtas © Amor. 


| True itis, that this young T--29thy (with whom few were 

like minded, in caring naturally for the (tate of his Flock) 
was at his firit entrance on his Miniſtry,deſpiſed for his Youth, 
by thoſe who after with ſham? conteſſ:d their Errour, and 
deplored their raflineſs, reſolviag after for his ſake, no more 
to judge according to appearance,burt to honour for their work, 
and intrinfick worth, thoſe whom Age hath not made Vene- 


rable. 


| Secondly, His Studies and Learning. 


- As reſpe&s his Studies, he had a m_ inclination to, and _ 
delight in, the Study of the Natural and Erhnrckh Theologre, 
in which he proceeded to a great acquaintance with the 
chi:f Sets of the Philoſophers, eſpecially the Academicks, 
and Sz9icks, of his inſight into whom he made ſingular uſe, 
by gathering their choiceit Flowers to adorn Chriſtianity 
<A ny _. indeed, ſcarce did he Preach a S2zrmon, where- 
j1 he did not Sele& ſom? exccllent; Paſſage or other out 
thſe, whereby to illuſtrate and fortifie his Diſcourſe, And 
how well. becoming a Divine, and mo{t lavdable this his In. 
clination and Choice was, is moſt maniteft to conſidering 
Men ; for hereby he more confirm:d himſelf in the Chriitian 
Religion {which he had eſpouted with ſo mach Tudgm nt and 


Zeal) by a diſtin& and certain knowledge of the hizheft __ 
| ciples 
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* ciples 2nd Hopes. of the Erhnjck, Religions, and by a ſober 
; comparing of = with theſe. He alſo much deli heeg in A- 
- a&r0ey,in which he acquired a conſiderable $kill, which alfo he 
- Hot a little improved by frequent DiſſeRions. And in his pub. 
_ lick Miniſtry, he often made uſe .of this his inſight, by com- 
'Þ , with Galez, Hymns to the Creator, whoſe infinite 
Wiſdom he was often heard to admire, in the contrivance of 
: Mans outward frame, and in the rare contexture, dependance, 
and uſe of all, even theminuteſt parts,in the excellent Fabrick 
of Mans body. As to his skill in the Languages,it was not con- 
tible, eſpecially in thoſe three which (as Lydovicas Vi- 

'ves faith) Cluiſt fanRifed upon the Croſs. 


Thirdly, His Moderation and Humility. 


- He managed his difſents in Judgmint from others with 
great Charity, Humility, and Moderation, moſt ſtriatly ob- 
ferving what he {till exhorted his Flock unto, vsz, To ſpeak 
evil of no 47, much leſs of dignities. Inſomuch that when 
his Judgement was at any time deſired concerning any Ser- 
whuch he had heard, and any Miniſter, (Contormilt, or 
| Nonconfarmiſt) though weak and mean, he would yer ever 
find matter of Commendation, none of Diſpraiſe, judgipg 
the Miniſter and his Diſcourſe, at leaſt, to be honeſt, and of 
good intent, He abhorred-to intrench on the Divine Prero- 
gative, in judging of Mens States before the time; and in 
condemnibg Mens Actions at all adventures, without conſi- 
dering their lefſening or altering Circuniſtances. And as he 
tied to judge no man beyond his Sphere, and ſpeak evil of 
.no Man; ſo in his Lite did he reap as great and viſible Re- 
, ward as any for this moſt Chriſtian Practice ; for the Tongues 
-even'of all did pay tribute to his good Name ; which was a 
thing ſo.cntire and ſacred, that fcarce a Rabſbeka or Shimei 
"coulg find a paſſage by which to invade it, His good Name 
was as a precious Box of Oyntment, by his Death eſpecially 
| broken and poured forth, the delicious ſcent whereof all thoſe 
Hearts with gieat delight retain, which like Lzdsa's, were 0. 
pen d to his Heavenly Dod&rine z and not onely fo, but they 
will perpetuate it, »vhillt they have Childrens Children by 
whom to eternize his Memory, 
Fourthly, 
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Fomrtlily, 73 Pratce as #0 Church-Cormunine: Hit 
| Fndgment as t0 Obedtence ro Autharary... >. 


- 


As reſpe&s his Pra&ice, and -moderate Opinion tn yount of | 
C Obedi. 


Church-Commuynion, and his Judgment in poimtef 

en& to the Supream' Power, together with tisfreatregmd to, 
and earneſt infifting-on Second-Table” Dutics, mnrxcb way 
Faid to his worthy Praiſe, He as frequently attend on the 
publick Worthip, as his qpportuniries and ſtrength peri 

and often declated his very good liking: of ſome - Seunnans; 


whichhe heard from the preſent Incumbent... - He dal mott ac 


count that none could worſhip God aright, unieſsia all In. 
ſtances, -and ſmaller - Circumſtances of Worſhip, they wholly 
accorded with his Apprehenſions z But withthe Divane Apo 
{tle he had learnt- to ſay ; Notwrhfanding. every wy; wikis 
ther in Pretence or 1n Truth, Chraft as hed, and {theren 
&o rejoyees yeay and well rejoyce. He knew of how Ft 7, 
ment it- was,that the publick Worſhip of God be main- 
tained, and that its Aſſemblies ſhovld not be relinquicked, 
though ſome of its Adminiſtrations did not dearly approve 
themſelves unto him; becauſe upon the account of fone Ind 
perſ=Rions' and Pollutions in them, ſuppoſed or real, w with- 
draw Communion, is evidently to ſupvoſ: our iſciyes joyn 

before our time to the Heavenly Aſſembly 3 or w have 
found: ſuch a one here on Earth, exempt” from all mixtbtes 
and imperfetions of Worſhippers' and Worthip. Hz.aban. 
Gord _ all Ro bur - ergo ule 3 5 thoſe: tm 
particular, publickly Eſtablithed, (through a ptcjadices 
or Cartialey: as —_ be affirmed of roo ——_— but hath been 
heatd much ts commend: that Form of Thankigividg,: both 
E <cellenit and Antietit; v2, the Te Deane, and paticularly 
that Sentence init, The-noble Army uf Mans thee z 
which he was wont to mention with a certain Exaltatzon./:: $6 
moderate and calm he was in his Judgm?nt, that when the 
two new Forms inthe Lirwrgy, v2, onthe horrid Decollati. 
on of King Charles.the Firſt, and on thererurn of King Cherles 
the Second, were firſt Printed, ho was 'fo far from Nauſea= 
ting them, becauſe Forms, or becauſ2 vzartng] the' ſtamp! of 
Authority, that he- had ever reſolved to read them, (hen 
dM I on 
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then only, 25 IT remember, recommended) had not ſome oe-: 
currences, which ] need not name, prevailed with him ar pre. 
ſent to forbear. 


His Loyalty: 


- Tt appeared that he had a due ſenſe of the grand importance 
of the Obedience of Subjets to. the Supream Magiſtrate, 
by ſome excellent Sermons which he Preached on that of the 
Apoſtle, Roms. 13. ver. 1: alittle before his Ele&ion z where 
and when his ] ent was fo {tift, as unjuſtly to offend 
ſome, whoſe uv $ and ignorance, by reaſon. of a long 
Proſcription of the Regal Power, had Ay de over-ſcrupulous, 
or erroneous, © His Loyalty alfo to bis Prince, he diſcovered 
ia obſerving the i.yunRion of the Wiſe Man, v2. Not to 

* the Krug, no nt an hes Bed-Chamber, or Retiring-Roqms : 
for he hath of.en been ſeen with indignation to turn from, 
and huſh into filence,; all Reports or Surmiſes, true or falſe, 
which dire&ly or indire&tly, did tend to detrat from, and de- 
fame Dignities, accounting them no cauſ2 of withdrawing 
or leſſening our juſt Honour and Obedience'; but rather of 
giving our ſelves the more to Prayer and Humiliation. 


Fifthly, His reſpet to Second-T able Duties. 


- He was not onely a manu aſpiring to the Heights, but alſo 
reſpeting the due breadth and extent of Religion, being 
well-adviſed, how much the Vicals and Honour of Religion 
in the World are conſerve4 by, and concerned in a confcio- 
nable diſcharge of Second-Table Duties, That he had a 
deep ſenſe of the great advantage or diſadvantage accruing to 
Religion, by the firi& or remiſs performance of the Durics 
cf the Second-Table, and particularly thoſe of the Fifth 
Commandment ; all bear him witneſs in, that be upon eve. 
fal Texts for a long time together, moſt taithfully inſtrufted 
his People in Relative-D:tics, (than wkich, none indecd are 
more mom-ntous, and leſs obſerved) and moſt ſharply re- 
_ the Guilty for thei: failures therein ; on all which Re- 
ations, th:ir Duties, and Defe&s, he particularly, and with 
mach Zeal infiited. Witneſs alſo his great grief and. indig- 


nations, 
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nour of which to Religion, and the Negpout how he reſent- 
D aghly know: 


2bove in the Mount with God, as not alfo to come down to 
kis Neighbour, whom he did accoſt as Moſes, with both Ta- 
Life and Dofrine did cor 


bles in his Handy, on which. his Li did cott- 
ſantly and excellently conimient. 
Sixthly; Hic Labowrs in the Miniſtry: 
As Reſpets, His great and happy Labours in the 


Mays t r with his great Prudence and Compaſſion, 
in applying himſelf to the Souls of his Flock, according to 
their moſt preſſing needs ; none who knew the former, but 
muſt alſo confeſs, and admire at the latter. h 


I. His Prudunce :z them. 


His Prudence ; Then in apportioning, as well as deſigning 
the moſt ſuitable and ſeaſonable inſtructions to his Peop 

was moſt apparent, in that he was ſtill (after be had Gniſh- 
ed a foregoing Text or Diſcourſe) even at a loſs, as he 
hath often exprefſed himſelf to ſome of his Friends, what 
Subje&t moſt advantagious and ſeaſonable to his Auditory, 
he ſhould next infiſt on ; ſo far he was from aiming or 
ſhooting at Rovers in his Divine Inftruions and Exhorta- 
tions. And fo Joth he was to labour in vain, and to. paſs 
from one Diſcourſe to another, as one unconcerned whether 
he had fown any good Seeds or no on the Hearts of 'his 
Hearers 3 that in the cloſe of his Applicatory part on any 
Jext , { which ſometimes he : ed — 

| W 
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white): he &ver expreſſed. this per erage to leave: 
O 


that ye, till he could* have ſome aſſurance, - that he had 
B 


not fou 


thern as he found them. And here wi. h how much Holy-Ta. 


-king Rherorich,, did he frequently expoſtulate the Caſe with 


Impenitent Sinners, in words too many to mention, and yet 


roo weighty: to be forgotten-z vehemently urging them to come. 


to ſome good reſolve before he and they parted, and-to make 


their chbice either of Lite or Death, 


2, His Compaſſion 0n Souls. | : 
. His 'Compaſſion alſo towards all committed to his charge 
was moft manifeſt, eſpecially. towards the Ignorant ; thoſe 
that were out of the way, and thoſe that did moye heavily on 
In the way, | 


.I. On the Ignorant, in tnſtrutting and catechizang them. 


. To the Ignorant. And here knowing that withoiet knowledge 
the Heart is nat, and cannot be good ; and conſidering al 


how too ſucceſsfully the evil one, by ſowing evil Seeds betimes | 


in the hearts of Youth, doth ever after toreſtal and defeat 
the moſt laborious: endeavours for their recovery and: fal- 
vation: Thus knowing and conſidering, he was jn nothi 

more induſtrious, and in'nothing more happy and ſucceſs 

inexerting his induſtry, than in an early fowing thoſe Blef- 
ſed Seeds- of Divine Knowledge in the Hearts of all the 
Youth that hz could reach © in perſon or otherwiſe A, 
which they were exceedingly formed to receive all goo 

Impreſſions. - During the time of- his publick Miniſtry on 
every Lords-aay in the Afternoon he conſtantly carechiſed, 
before a great. Congregation, the Youth of each Sex by turns, 
amongſt whom -were ſeveral both young Men: and Women, 
fometimes hve , or fix -of the © chief Scholars of the Free- 
School, fometimes five or fix of the Apprentices of the Town, 
ſome of whom, though of mans eſtate, who accounted it not 
a. diſgrace togJeatn ( fccetding to the a 
"3 (0. < ; or 


% 


in thar Spiritual Warfare againſt Sin, as one who- 
beateth the Air-z when alſo: he expreſſed his great fear, leſt 
he ſhould, after all his' moſt iniportunate Warnings, leave 
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orld ) but to be ignorant. Sometimes, of the other Sex, 
6: or fix young Gentlewomen, who were under his Wifes 
Tuition, and io his Domeſtick over-ſfight) kept their turns, 
of whom ſhe had not a few, and thoſe the Daughters of 
Gentlemen of good rank far and near, whoſe Jaudable en. 
lation, and love to their Father (as they ſtyled him) and to 
the Work, was the cauſe why they were not ſo over-baſhful 
as to decline fo advantagious a courſe ; by which, together 
with domeltick. Inftructions and Example, even all received 
a tinure of Piety and Religion, and many a through Tm. 
preſſion : Beſides theſe ſeveral Virgins alſo, and among theſe 
the Daughters of ſome of the chief Magiſtrates in the Town 
did keep their turns, In this his courſe he drew out on the 
ſhort Anſwers in the 4/emblies Capechiſm, an excellent Dif- 
courſe on all the Points of the Chriſtian Theology, which he 
handled ſucceſsfully, reducing his Diſcourſe to ſeveral Heads, 
which he alſo proved by pertinent Places of Scripture ; which 
done, he gave both the Heads and Proofs written at length, 
ona Week day, to thoſe whom he n—_— to Catechize on 
the enſuing Lords-day, which, beſides the ſhort Anſwers in 
the Carechiſm, and the annexed Proofs they committed to 
memory, and rendred on the After-noon of the day atore- 
ſaid, Throughout all which courſe he approved himſelf to 
be a moſt ſubitantial Divine. . 
| Neither did his Catechiſtical Labours reſt here, but alſo 
on Thurſdayes in the Afternoon ( as I remember ) he Cate- 
chiſed in the Church, Street by Street, whole Families, 
gg the Married or more Aged, in order : Which Ex. 
erciſe ( I ſuppos he defigned as preparatory to his Lord's. 
Dayes Work; Beſides this, on Satwrdayes in the Morning, he 
Catechiſed the Free-School of that place, inſtructing Je 
in the Points of Chriſtian DoQtrine, and excellently explain- 
ing the Anſwers in the. Aſ/emblres Catechiſm, diſcovering a 
Mine of Knowledge in them, and in himſelf, How excellent 
Was his deſign, and great his Labour, beſides a this, in go- 
ing from Houſe to Houſe, and inſtructing both Old & Young, 
is elſewhere abundantly d-clared. Neither was this his 
Labour in vain, bur became even as, ſucceſsful as laborious ; 
for there are few but have gratefully acknowledged that by 


this meatts they were either led into the Knowledge, or in- 
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duced to the belief, choice and praQic? of that which was and 

. isof Soveraign advantage to them to this day. And how hap. 
py and hkely a courſe he rook herein to advance Religion in 

the Nation, on the hearts and lives of men ; and how far leſs 

ſreceſsful and/probable all other means are,aiming at this end, 


without this imtial Work, it is left to all pious and conſidering 
micn to judge. | 


2. Oz theſe that Err, by refroveng and reducing them. 


He had not onely compaſſion over the gnoranr, but alfo 
over tlioſe who were out of the way; witneſs his faithful 
and effetual diſcharge of that great duty of giving 
ſcaſenable reproofs,, of which his great faithfulneſs there 
i5 abundant mention elſe-where, And by ſo much the more 
did his excclient diſcharge h:reof ſpeak forth his high 
Praiſe, by how much the more difficult he ever apprehend- 
ed it aright to apply it. He hath been heard often to ſay, 
That it was far more difficult to him to give, than to take 4 
Regroof, conſidering bow great Wiſdom, Courage, Compaſ. 
ſton, Self-denyal, Vc. # required in order to its right dif. 
charge, And though he was ſo rarely Paſſive, and often Aﬀtive 
in this Work, yet the frequency of his giving a Reproof, ne. 
vex made it ſo eafie as tob2 leſs difhcur than to receive it, 
Lat ever. his Work was to him, not only an Ac of the great. 
eſt S:H-denyal, bur alſo the reſalt of a ſtrong confli& within, 
*rwixt his Indignation at the Sin, and Compaſſion on the 
Simer. And yet the conſideration of the difficulty was not 
to him an Argument to forbear, but rather a ſtronger Motive 
to undertake 1t ; who ever delighted to converſe in, and con- 
quer the difficulties of Chriſtianity, both in doing and ſuffer- 
ing. Small difficulties here were not his match, and there 


were no noble Atchievements in Religion, to which he at- : 


tained not, or vigorouſly aſpircd. 
His truly Heroich Spirit, 


As it is ſaid of Themifecles, that famons Athenian Cap- 
eain, that the Aﬀts of Milriades broke his ſleep ; fo as 
truly ma; itbe ſaid of this Blefſed Saint, That the As and 
| | Monu- 


now 1 ow 


3. + THE 
Monuments of the. Famous Worthies, mentioned in the He 
brews, and of thoſe of the fame Archievements with them, in 
all Ages of the York, even broke his fteep, by impregnating 


is Soul with high deſigns of afpiring after their pcxfections. 
Of therefore he hath _ Be (6c Ms Chri#ians long. 
to move in the. Sphear of difficulties, ri]I the fweet fevertties 
of Chriſtianity (as he often called them) 'wete fubdued, and 
even made familiar ; encouraging them with this confiderati» 
on, Thar then they would pick approve their Nivine Love 
and Sincerity, and conceive a pleaſure inthofe difficult Aas 
which would equal, yea, exceed the pleaſure of thei: natur 
Actions. - 


3. Gn the Doubring, by Reſolving and Rel eafng them. 


Neither had he onelv compaſſion on thoſe that were out of 
the way, but alſo 0» thoſe who moved heavily on in_the wa). 
How hc hath often raiſed and reCifyed deſponding Cluiſtians, 
thoſe who are toa prone to account doubting, which 1s their 
Sin, to be their Nuty and Vertue. Ar once he hath often un- 
looſen. d them from the ſtraitncH$ of their needleH fears and 
diſquiets, and undeceived them by difcovering the latent un- 
belzef that did lie lurking in fuch defpondings, affuring them 
mn thefe words, That wnder 4 ly pretence of Humility, they 
aid call en queſtron God's Veracty. | 


Szventhly, His ſngalar Ptety. 


As reſpets bis ſcagular Piety, all who knew him can fay 
much, and yet all but little, conſidering how auch more ha h 
eſcaped the moſt tenacious memory, obſervant eye, and atten 
tive ear. Yet he muſt be wretchedly inobſervant,who amidit to 
many and great inſtances of ir, can make no reflections. 

How much he conceived it as-his own, and others greateſt 
Intereſt, Ornament, and Felicity herein io excel, will be ma- . 
niteſt by his e- ho:tation which he gave to 2 young Scholar 
ready to depart to the Univerſity, in words to this purpoſe : 
T know, faith he, chat you will labour to excel in Learnimg, 
bur be ſure to excel as in that, fo alfa and eſpecially in Urls 
neſs, which will render you ene of the moſt »f:fol aud amiable 
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Creature; in the World. Learning will rendey you perchance ac2 
cept ble to menybut prery both ro God and Menthy that you will 
ſv:ne only on Earth to the Clods thereof, and perhaps in ſome ob. 
ſcure corner of it ; but this is an Orient Pearl, which will ſhine 
in yau on Earth and i Heaven, bth to God, Angels, and 
Men. How much he dwelt on this Exhortation, and theſe 
Apprehenfions, will be evident by a Pious. Letter which he 
_ ſent to the Perſon forenamed, ſome years after, wherein his 

words are theſe : © O ſtudy God, and ſtudy your ſelf cloſly, 
< and purſue Holineſs more than Learning, though both theſe 
<« together make a happy Conſtellation, and are like Caſtor 
<« and Pollex ; which when they appear together, do ever pre. 
< ſage good to the Mariners, And that it might appear that 
he did not onely commend Holineſs in the general, but alſo in 
the particular and chief Inſtances of a Holy Life : He excel: 
lently proceeds in the ſame Letter, ſaying, © I much com. 
© mend unto you thoſe four bequtifying Leſſons, ſo ſhortly 


£ comprehended in this Diſtich, 


Sthernere mundum, ſpernere nulum, = [eſe, 
'3 Speraere ſe ſpernt, quatuor iſt be 
f 


Hys Contempt of the World. 


Happy is the man that can but learn this. When once 4 man 
xs arrived hereto, he zs above the Worlds reach, and hath at. 
raincd to the true Heroich mind, ſo as that no exterual comme. 
trons will be able to diſturb his Tranquility ; neither will the 
Comforts or Croſſes here below, make any great acceſſion toy or 
diminution from the ſerenity of his Spirit. . And indeed, no 
thing was more conſpicuous in this Bleſſed Saint, than that 
generous contempt of the World, that true loftineſs, and 
yet profound humility of Spirit (of which the Leſſons afore- 
mentioned, are but as ſo many inſtances) which he recom- 
mended unto others, He was much a ſtranger on the Earth, 
Jikz the Kingly Prophet ; not becauſe with old Barz,zllas he 
could not, Pat would not taſt or comply with its Pleaſures 
and Delights ; but he was chiefly rs x4 by a' forced ex- 
Hement from his defired and deleftable Habitation, to think 
on his ſtate of Baniſhment from his Heayenly Country _ 

. ere 
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fere-militant upon Earth, and ro folacchis Thotghts: under» 
id great 2 grievance, by. ſuch Divine Conſiderations: as thoſe, 
which he mentions-in the following words -of 'hisfotenam2d: 
Letter. Jt was ( ſaith he )) the Devine Argument that Epi- 
&etus wſtd for comfort 1m baneſhment. - 'Ohbiq; habendlt flew 
colloguia cum Deo. 1 mct lately mith.8. paſſage our of one of 
the Fathers which I which engraved upon my heart.Cui Patra 
folum placer, nimis dilicatus eft ; Cui omnis Terra-Patri7 is 
fortis eſt ; Cui omnis Terra exiltum is Sanctus cft, That's worm 
thy of 4.Saint indeed to account himſelf” alwayes im the ftate 
of Baniſhment, whilft inthe ftate of Martality, lihetbe Wars 
thies that ſojourned even in theLand o 'Promaſe,as in 4 ffrange. 
Conntrey. Such a ſojourner I wiſh both my felf and yon; and 
may the moveableneſs of: our preſent State fix our defires upork 
that Kingdom which ſhall never be ſhaken, So far he, -  _._ -.- 
Hi Univerſal and Uniform Obedzonce, - : -,) * 

But to proceed ; He declared that his Tiety was Genvige 
and Excellent by its univerſal regard and extent, as to all 
GOD's Commands, fo to all Man's Converſes and Employ- 
ments, witneſs his earneſt and frequent Exhortations, where- 
by: he did daily. call upon his -Peopke ro a conſtant 'unF#m 
care over their Hearts and. Wayes, . Nothing did he mot 
paſſionately. dehort them from, than from that undoing fraud + 
unto their Souls, vz2... Confiting their Religion to ther Clos 
ſets, upon the ſuppoſal that in. ſo doing they had thexe 
in ſufficient ſecurry. for their after. converſation, and fad: b 
fair for the Divine favour, as if Religion -had taught Man 


' 6nly to kneel, .and not how to work; and walk, .as it it were 


folitary or deformed, loving onely to: move in the private 
Path,. and narrow circle of our Morning ar Evening Devath- 
ons, and ſo ever before and after to appear leaſt in fight, or 
238 if it were. a fury,and ſo to be limited, and nat to be entrufied 
wi.h the univerſal condutt of 'our, Lives and Actions. [For 


 manythere are who think fit rather ro;make. Religion thet 


Vaſſal,* than. undivided 'Companior : to command it, rathz 

than it ſhould. command them, and therefore they make it to 
tkeep its Times ''and Places, ITE and due — 
©, $1645 1 <>} 292 85 & 
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and think not good that it retain to their 


c = x 
in their Words or ARtions, unleſs when it may ſerve the Uſes 
of a cloak and cover of 'Hypocrifie and Iniquity. y 


Hys care of his Thoughts and Ends ecialy 
Auden and Evening. - is 


But enough of this digreflion. Theſe his fore-mentioned 
momentous Exhortations, attended with moſt excellent Mo, 
tives,defigned chiefly to dire& them how well to begin, and 
end the day in the fear, and as in the preſence of G O D, by 

ing their Thoughts, and ( as his Words were ) ſet. 

ting their ends aright in the morning, won edn re- 
folves, and piouſly for ing the Work of the day following) 
by an i ial ſurvey and examination in the evening gf 
their Compliance or Non-compliance with their foregoing 
Preſcriptions upto themſelves ; whether obtained their 
defigns and ends, and how they acquitted ves in the 


His delight im Self examination, 


- Thus inting at the'two extreams in each day, he bap 
ily raked on middle. _ He tacitely convinced them boy 
own example and great growth in Piety hereby, and expreſl 
by many other emment inſtances, how advantagious a courts 
he had recommended to them, To this end he much applaud. 
Books,” the Pra. 
#ice of Prety, and Scudders daily Walk, By this courſe he 
had taught himſelf and others, as by conſtant, though ſmall 
gainsto arrive to great acqueſts in Chriſtianity, by conſtant 
and ſhort accounts, -the more accurately to know the ſtate of 
their Souls, and the more eaſily to diſcern their Progreſs or 
Declinings ; fo,as the more to rejoyce in and promote the one, 
and the fooner to put limits to and redreſs the other, Alſo 
he much inculcated on each Chriſtian, that important duty of 
forc-appointing: and fixing his ends, not onely in the general, 
but as much as might: be particularly and explicitely before 
eachaction of the day,but eſpecially each folenn ARion,revol- 
wing and conceiving ſuch a Thought and Reſolve as this in his 
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Hu frequent and geneone Deſigns) 

. This, or this will I do for G OD, (Fc. By wie heedful 
courſe, he afſured the Obſerver, that he would ballow all his 
A&ions, and reap this treble advantage (to ſay no more) 
both of eſpouſing the Divine DireRion and Bleſſing and of. 
obtaining a ſurer Teſtimony of his ſincerity. , and alſo a. 
ftronger motive to Diligence, and an awful circumſpe&... 
neſs in the right diſcharge of what he undertook, In'com-- 
youm with this his excellent Exhortation unto others, he 

new not. a. day wherein he aroſe without ſome Heavenly: 
defign of promoting G O D's Glory, and the good of Souls; 
accounting it a ſhame that the Covetous ſhould ariſe with 
fuch anxious- proje&s of compaſſing his defired Wealth, the 
Ambitious his aiery Honours and Grandeur, the Voluptuous 
his yain Pleaſures ;' and that the Religious, who have fo glo« 
rious a Prize and Trgphics before their eyes, ſhould be Mem! 
of no Proje&s or Deligns. If of any, it may be affirmed of 
him, that according to his frequent and vebement Exhor- 
tation thereunto, made Religion his buſineſs. Whick 
worthy advice in the ſame words, he did fo often inculcare; 
that a Gentleman meeting a plain honeſt Countrey Man, and 
diſcourſfing of Mr. Aber, cavil'd at this paſſage which he ha& 
often heard from him, as appearing unto him abſur'd and un« 
intelligible, not knowing bow any thing ( as he ſaid ). could 
be a Man's buſineſs, unleſs that which is ſecular 3:16 
fooliſhly ignorant of the juſt Intereſt and Power of Religion, 
is an unhallowed heart, and fo apt to: quarrel with-that 
wholeſome advice, and loth to be in-carneft in any thing; 
naleſs in the purſuit of Vanity or Vice, 


Hi Delight #2 M, editation, : 


Neither did onely- the Coquens and faithful performance 
of the two great difficulties of Chriſtianity, v-z., R 

and Self-Examination, ( conſiſting of ſo many. complicated 
Self-denyals ) proclaim and improve his great Piety, but 
afo his fo great acquaintance with the -delightſome Work 
of Heavenly Meditation, A Specszuen of his profitable ma» 
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nagery of this Work, and his grent Heights herein he often 

gave in ſome of his moſt excellent- deyotional-and contem. 

plative Diſcourſes, both dropt from his Mouth, and commit. 

ted to Writing, And as was his delight,” ſo were his Conver- 

ſes with thoſe Authors who did encreaſe his contemplative 
Pleaſure ; but'particularly he 0s 91m in Mr, Bexters Plat-- 
farm of Meditation 6n-the Heavenly Felicity, in the cloſe of 
his Saets Everlaſting Reſt; great part whereof he ſo digeſted, - 
as often to cite it with rea? pleaſure, prefacing his Citatjons 
with theſe words. -: Moſt divenely [arth that Man of. GOD, : 
Holy Mr. Baxter, &©c. And indeed had: not his zeal for 

GOD's Glory, and the Salvation of Souls, engaged him fo. 
niuch to an Attive Life, he could have even lived and dyed- - 
wholly in Divine Contemplation and Adoration ; fo much” 
did he delight to ſhrink within himſe}f, and to abandon the. 
view of the deſperate Adventures, and-Antick Motions of a. 
mad World, that ſo a> Frm to theſe, he might onely open. 
his Soul to G OD and Glory, diſplaying it to the. glorious: 
Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs. - Therefore did he often- 
delight in his devotions to converſe with the Fowls of the Air, 
and the Beaſts of the Field, fince thefe were more innocent, 
and leſs degenerate than Man. OW 
- With Streams and Plants did he delight to walk, and alt 
' theſedid utter to his attentive Ear the Praiſe and Knowledge: 
of his Creator, and in his unſetled ſojournings from place 
to:place he did often ::('to ofe his Words ) look back with 
Fectneſs and great content on the. places of his former plea- 
{ant retirements, _— as it were a- Mark upon thoſe which 
had marvelloufly pleaſed him in his Solitudes, by.adminiſtring 
to-his-contemplative delight. IS SOS. 


Hut delight im Praifongs Ic, 


Tn the Cloſe, His great perfe&ion in holineſs was mani- 
felt; in that he loved fo much, and' lived: a life of Praile, 
and Thanksgiving. Being arrived to ſome perfe&tion, he des 
fred and: deſigned to antedate the Work an4 Songs of Spt- 
rits made perte&. . Thus Duyid much proclaimed his: per. 
tection in Pizty, by [his ſo great heights in this Heavenly 
Employment. And its Evident that Saints moſt devoted 
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to this Heavenly repaſt, are moſt perfe& ; becauſe the more 
Men adore and praiſe, the leſs they want, (for fad and con- 
tant Complaints, and p__ Thoughts, are the Attendants. 
of great wants) and the leſs men- want, the more -is -their 
perſctin His Exhortations to Chriitians. did- frequently 
eſign to raiſe them to that ſublime life of Praiſe and Thanks. 
giving. Often hath he reproved Chriſtiaris, charging them 
with the greateſt folly and ingratitude in ſo much negle&. 
ing this fo pleafing and profitable duty, and in intereſling it 
fo little in their Religious Exerciſes, He much condemned - 
them for that too general praftice in thruſting ſo enlarging 
a part of their Devotions into ſo narrow a Room, as only 
the cloſe of their Prayers, Eſpecially did he excite Chriſtians 
ro this Duty on the Lord's Day, as the moſt proper Worle 
for ſo Divine a Feſtival. Shaming them with the excellent 
Example of the Primitive Chriſtians, who welcomed in the 
Sun that brought ſo glorious a Day as the Chriſtian Sabbath 
with their Heavenly Hymnes to their Creator and Redeemer; 
And reproving them for ſo little confidering and obſerving 
the proper end of its Inſtitution, But as he xſpeds his own 
practice a great, yea, and ſometimes the greateit part of his 
Prayer was Thanks-giving, and indeed he was never ſo much 
in his Element either in Prayer, or in Preaching, as when he 
was extolling and adoring the Love of Chr:/#, and marvel. 
Un at GOD's infinite 'goodneſs in thz Gift of his Son our 
aviour. F4296 
Neither did he ſo gaze upon and adore Chriſt his Redee 
and his Redemption, as to forget to found forth Praiſes of 
GOD, the Creator, for often Ta bath been heard with ad- 
miration and praiſe, to take notice of the Divine Power and 
Wiſdom in the Works of Creation, and therefore in the open 
Air, in the private retirement of ſome Field or Wopd, he dg- 
lighted to addreſs himſelf to God in praiſe, that his eyes 
might affe& his heart, and awake his glory. And hereoften 
he hath been heard to ſay : That Mar was the Tongue of the 
whole Creations, appornted as the Creatures Interpreter,to [pedk 
| forth, and mats articulate the Praiſes which rhty but ſulent- 
lently imtimate. | Lk | ; 
He much delighted in Vocal Muſick, and eſpecially -in 
fingiong Pſalms and Hymns, particularly Mi, Barrons, =_ 
| $ 
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nefs his conſtant” praftice after Dinner elſe-where related. 
In hint it may be faid, in as high a degree as of moſt Saints 
on Earth, That each bagay was to him a Prayer, each 
Prayer a Song, cach Day a Sabbath, each Meal a Sacrament, 
2 Fore-taite of that Etcrnal Repaſt, te which he bath now 
Arrived. 

His Time-redeeming Thrift, 


Ta conclude 3 That he might effe& all the excellent pur. 

ſes. of a Holy Life, he ſet a high value on his molt prectous. 
Time, and did with fo Wiſe and Holy Fore-caſt each day 
redeem and fill it up, that he did not onely not do nothio 
but. alfo not little, though in a little and ſhort time. Alt 
Companies did hear him proclaim the Price 'of Time, and 
how excellently and advantagiouſly he did it in publick be- 
fore his Ejection, in ſeveral moſt uſeful Sermons an Ephe[* 
4.16, many that heard him, do to this dayyto their great com- 
fort and profit rem-mber. And the more remarkable was this 
bis Holy Thrift, becauſe prophetical of his ſhort aboad here 
on Earth. - Noon 
- . Hys diligence and holineſs in this his Sphere of ARion,was 
a prefage of his ſpeedy Tranſlation, as with Enoch, to the 
DF a. Viſion and Fruition, for a reward. of his fingular 
Piety: z it being not probable that he who made ſo great a haſte 
todifpatch his Heavenly Work, ſhould be long without bis 
defircd Recompence. | 
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# few Additions to the former Charatier, by bis Res 
. +, vereud and Intimate Friend Mr. Re F. 


HE was a Perſon, with whom for many years I was well 
=*.* acquainted, and the more I knew him, the more I loyed 
and admired the rich and exceeding Grace of GOD in him : 
I looked on him as one'of the mo!t-elevatcd, refined, choice 
Saints,that eyer I knew,or expe (while I live) to know ; and 
"3% that 


- oF "hoo OY 


( 125 ) 
that becauſe (among others) I obſerved theſe things of him, - 
1. A moſt ſincere, pure, 2 abſolute ————_ of hin. 
ſelf to GOD in CHRIST FESVUS : his Soul had firſt praftifed 
the Covenant-Dedication, which his hand afterward preſcri. 
bed. as a Patern to others m his Father-in-Laws Book, | 


3 


- There ſeemed no finifter end, or falſe 2fe&ion, to move or 


. Coay him in his m—_— Bur the pleaſure of the LOKD, the 
elif h 


ification of his Church, -and the Salvation of Souls, were 
the only marks his eye ſeemed {at all) to regard, in his De- 
figns and AQts: I know no other mans heart z but thus ke ap= 
peared to my moſt attentive obſervation ; and ſol fully believe 
concerning him, as much as of any Perſon I ever ſaw. 

z. In this his dedication to God, he was carried with the 
higheſt and pureſt flame of Divine Love that ever I obſerved 
in any : And that Love ariſing from a clear viſion of the 
Beauty of Divine Perfe&tions, eſpecially his ow Love 3 
the ſight of which Beauty and Excellency ſeemed perpeta. 
ally to poſſeſs and raviſh his Soul : This Love ſeemell 
wholly 'unmixed from all that carnal heat that would car- 
ry him into Faataſtick or Indecent Expreſſions z but his 
mind ſcemed to be alwayes aſcending with its might in the 

eateſt calmneſs and ſatisfaQion. . Thus have I oft obſerved 
Pim in frequent and {lent elevation of Heart, manifeſted | 
the moſt yours and private lifting up of his eyes, aad joyn 
with the {wzeteſt ſmile of his Countenance, wine (IT am con- 
fident) he little thought of being ſeen by any : Thus have [ 
oft heard him flow in Prayer and Diſcourſe, with the cleareſt 
conviction, and deareſt taſt2 of divine Excellency and Good. 
neſs ; and the fulleſt, higheſt, and moſt pleaſed expreſſion of 
his being overcome by it, and giving up his ALL incfteemto 
it ; but this Love, in the greateſt demonſtration, appeared: 
his perpetual greedy and unſatiable - car of his whole lf 
for the Glory of God, gondof the Church, and Salvatio: of 
Souls, His Head was ever contriving, his Tongue preCang, 
and his whole Man a&ing ſome deſign for theſe ; ſo he Ivods 
and ſo he dyed : He laboured and ſuffered himſelf into! the 
Maladies which ended him : And when he was at B«th, 'like a 
perfet Skeleton, and could moye neither Hand nor Foot, 
when his Phyſitians had forbidd.n him all Preaching, and di- 
{ſwaded him from Vocal Praying, (as being aboye his fireogth) 
ww 4 yer 


( 142 ) | 
yec then would he almoſt daily be carricd in his Bath-Chary t6 
the Alms-Houſes, and little Childrens Schools, and there 
give them Catechiſms, teach them the meaning of them, and 
call them to an account, how they remembred and underſtood, 
. And he died deſigning a way how every poorChild in So-zerſer= 
forre might Have; Leam, and be inflruted in the 4ſſermblies 
Carechiſm ;” yea and at the expreſſion of his affeRion, I cannot 
but mention the frequenteſt Extafies or Raptures of Spirit, 
wherein he lay on his Bed (when his Body was even depri« 
ved of All power of its own motion, but with no great pain) 
in conſideration of Divine- Love to him in general, and in 
articular, that he felt no great pain :- Never heard I God fo 

oved, and thanked, in te higheſt confluences of pleaſing 
providences by others, as he was by him in his afMi&tion, for 
not infliting great pain upon him z though he was otherwayes 
fo fad a Spectacle of wekurſs. and looked fo like death, that 
ſome great Ladies oft hindered his coming into the Bath, the 
gaſllineſs of his look did fo aftight them. | 

3. His pure and ſacred Love wrought in him a great Spirit 
of Charity and Meekneſs to Men of other Judgements and 
Perſwafions ; and great affeftion towards all ſuch in whom he 
found any Spiritual good. His Zeal was all of a building, 
and no deſtroying nature ; he had too much wiſdom to eſteem 
his own thoughts to be the Standard of all other Mens : His 
clear Light and pure Heat, made him of a more difcerning 
ſubſtantial and divine teniper, than to reje& any (in whom 
Charity could ſee any thing of a new nature) for differing 
from him in the Modes or Forms of Dſcipline or Worſhip, or - 
Diſputable Pornes. 

4+ Suitably to his high degree of Holineſs and Divine Com- 
munion, he enjoyed the richeſt affurance of Divine Love to 
himſelf in particular, and his ſaving intereſt in Chriſt; I be- 
heve few Men were ever born that attained to ſo clear, ſatisf- 
ed and powerful evidence, that his fins were pardoned, and 
his Perſon accepted in Feſz, into eternal Lite, and had more 
glorious fore-taſtes of Heaven, I remember once, coming in 
when he was kneeling down to Family Prayer, his Heart was 
(in that Duty) carried forth into ſuch expreſſions of love and 

aiſe for the ſcalings of everlaſting Love and Life, as I never 
hows before or ſince ; and ſuch as (1am fully ſatisfied) _ 
5: co 
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( 143 ) | 
could expreſs , but who had received the White Stone with the 
new Name in it, . 

But this was not accidental to him, or unuſual ; for (what- 
ever Clouds he might poſſibly have, though I know of none) 
yetT am ſure (for a good time betore his death) he lived in 
the very nyo; to Glory, both in the full aſſurance of it as 
his Portion, aud a Spirit of Sanity, Love, and Praiſe, like 
unto it, | 

And though in the very hour of his dying, his Diſeaſe had 
heat his Head ; and in his Raptures,he had Expreſfſions,which 
at another time his Grace and Reaſon would not have uſed ; 
yet, all the Copies, (I have ſeen of thoſe Tranſports) in the 


ſubſtance of them, ſpeak only fuller aſſurance of God's Love 


to him, and his higheſt returns of love to Chriſt again. 

And I donot at all wonder, that a Perſon ſhining ſo much 
with the Divine Image, and {iving fo uninterruptedly in the 
cleareſt and neareſt Divine Communion, ſhould enjoy fuch 
aſſurance of God's everlaſting Love, and be filled ſo with 
Joy therein, and making ſuch returns of Love and Praiſe 

ereto., 
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Its Dear Heart: 
| X this rime Fr thou haſt METER. mine by Miriins 
. and whe Wn fo wer touching their Reſolutiog at Tam 
ton, _ hrs have been much uponthar Buſineſs 
x late - & ral outward; Incouragements in point of 
Poet <e are, Fac find my heare much, tnelin- 
ing toe my L wilt rell ghee che Principles upon, whirl ! je 
Ge I lay. this for. : Foundation, That a many 
h not in the Abundance of the things tharhs he 7 
It.was accounted a. wiſe Prayer that Azvr putup 
Fight only he Fed-with Food convenient for ay W: 
ln it 15 har where. mep bave leaſt of the warla ; th o 
&em'it leaſt ; and live more by bl and in dependance 
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- tage of abundance of mcans, ary the daily opportunities of 


| (4) 
upon God, caſting their care and burden upon him. © 
the ſweer breathings of Pavigs. ſoul \, the ſtrong aftings of 


' his Faith and Love , that we* find-come from him , when 


his condirion was low and mean in the World, How cloſe. 
ly doth he cling? How fully doth he Relie upon God ? The 
Holy Ghoſt ſeems ro make ir a Priviledge to be brought to a 
neceſſity of living by Faith, as, I think , 1 have formerly 
bintred thee, our of Beut. 11, 10. LI»; Where Canaan bg pre- 
fer'd before :«<Fgypt ; in regard of irs dependance por} God 
for the former and latter Rain , which in <gypr they could 
live without , and have ſupplies from the River. And cet- 
rainly could we that are unexperienced, bur feel the Thorns 
of thoſe cares and troubles that there are in gathering and 
keeping much , and the danger when Riches increaſe of 
ſeruing our hearts upon them, we ſhould prize the appine 
of a middle condition much before ir. Doubtleſs, Godlineh 
' with contentment, is great gain; ' Seekeſ3 thou great things fr 
thy felf (faith the Prophet to Baruch) ſee&. them not. Cercainly 
2 good Conſcience is a continual Feaſt, and enough for x 
happy Life : no man that Wareth _intaogleth himſelf. with 
the affairs of this Life,that he may pleaſe him who hath cho 
ſen him to be a Souldier, We ſhould'he þur little Incumbrel } 
with the rhings of this World, and withal free from a World 
of Intanglements, -which ina greatplacetammiirred 1 
to -n charge , would be upon our Conſciences as no ſm 
Burden. | EI 
Secondly, I take this for an undoubred truth, that a dra 
of Grace, is better than a Talent of Weahh and therefore 
ſuch a place where our Conſciences would be free ,.and we 
"had. little to do in the World to take off our hearts-and 
thoughirs from the things of Erernity , and had the adya 


warming our hearts with the bleifed Society and Conference 
of Heavenly Chriftians , 'and no temptations to carry ws 
away, nor diſcouragements in ovr walking.with God , .ard 
the due performance of our duty is (if we paſs a rrue and 
Spiritual” Judgement, as the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture woill 
without compariſon before another place, void of thoſe Sp 
rirvial helps and adyanrages. Ler us think with our ſclve 
what though our Purſes, our Eftares,, may thrive Few 
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in a place ofa largef maintenance? yer where are our graces, 
our fouls ; [like ro' thrive any way, dtifwerable ro what they 
are in this ? We ſhoul& have bur tnrte in rhe World',' and 
we could live hereafter 5, bar alas, what is this if ir be'made 
up to, us ,' as it, will farely be in Communion with God and 
ts People ? If we thrivein Faith, and Love, Humiliry, and 
Reavenly mindednefs',' as one i aces I know: we are 
likely ro do there, 'whar matter is it'chough we do norraiſe 
our (elves. in'the World? rhething it may well be accounted 
tbat mean; buralas; ler us look upon ic witha ſpiritual Eye, 
andthen' we ſball paſs, another Jolpemente of it, Oh! who 
would leave ſo much Grace, and ſo much comfort in Com- 
* munion with co and his Saints,as we may gain there, for 

the probabilities of living with a lirtle'more gentility and 
handfomnefs in the world ? 'Tis 'ſtrahge thing'to fee how 
Chriſtians generally do judge ſo carnaly ot things, looking to 
the things thar areſeen and Temporal, and'not the things that 
will ſtick by us ro Erernity.” Whar'iS1t worth a year? is the 
Maintenance cerrain ard. ture? What charges arc there like 
ro be? theſe are the queſtions we commonty aſk firſt, when 
. we ſpeak of ſerling. But alas, tho age ings areduly to 
be confidered roo,yet what good-am'T liketo do? viutgood 
am 1 like ro ger ? (Borh which queſtions I think might be as 
comfortably Anſwered eoncerning this, as any place in Eng- 
land; ) Theſe ſhould be the.tnain Interrogarories , andthe 
_ hings we ſhould judge of 2 place” to fertle in by.” What, 
if. we haye bur a liccle in, the World? 'Why, then we muſt 
keep buta ſhort Table,and ſhall make bur a little noiſe in the” 
World ,'and muſt give' the meaner 'entertainments.to our 
Friends. .' O bur will nor'this be abundantly 'made up,” if' we 
have more outward and inward Peace, as we may well count 
we ſhall have. One dra of ſaving Grace will weigh down, 
. all-this. Ler others Hug rhemſelves in their Corn,and Wine, 
and Oyl, in their (c Liyings,and their Jarge Tables,and their” 
great teforr ,'is we have more'of the Light of Gods Counte-. 
nance, more grace, more comfort , who would charge with 
them? ſurely if Paz! were to chuſe'z Place, he would nat look 
ſo much whar'*twas a year , but would Wiſh us to rake that 
where we might be moſt likely 'ro ſave our own and others 


(a3) Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That the beſt and the Fayeo haye any out» 
watd' rd, The wiX rai " NT he W! Fa mers = 
are over-eager after or 
a Sur ys Houſe well [Furnihed, Ind Wiley ife,a 
thus and thus Qualified ,' orelſc oy not 


alk 4 as 


God doth ually, if nox cont y, TE > by d 
nyt Them, as'one would 0 of 

born humour : Or cle pus a ftingires them,hgza man 
been, 35 good he had been without them ,, a5: 2 1 


an ' WOj 
ive athi ro a froppiſh Ch jt may be with aknoc 
on his F ingrs, ? frown to poet veſt way to get 
Riches, is our of oubr to fer them ſows 0a; ares, 
Solomon found it fo : Alas, he did nor gsk Riches, ut Wit: 
dom and Ability,to Glcharge h his gen Truſt 3 Ba d way 
ſo pleaſed with his Prayer, | Lend gh, ew in them into «| 
Bargain. If we ſeek the Ri Go F 
neſs i the firſt plave.of deer other "th ro him,G 
not ſtand with us for 


them in as the Vantage, And to ry ſuits : te Exper.ence 
of our dear Honorathiys : And i Cn ; 9-aiHrEgy of 
God.) Honorathius finds, that his onely hiding place and re- 
fuge, and a place pf Succour,from - Storms thar fall upen 
him, and hath had ſuch Helps a4 dead liftthere, that he is 
IL En a 
oweſt, and inthe gr. rai ath- gone and; made 
\ hismoan Heaven-ward, with Fee tb bmiſſion to the x 
diſpoſer of all things, and he hats been ſo liberally ſupp 
as makes him very confident the beft way to Ry: EF» 
cy,or ſupply, is to be content to be withour it; he is 
perſwaded nothing ſets Gods Mercies farther off, than want, 
7 free ſubmiſſion to want them. Certainly, God wi ney 


ex- 
be behind hand with us. Let our care beto Build bs VewlS: | 


and ler him _ ro build ours. - ſhall be T 
Fourthly t none ever was, or ever ſha 2 p 
Jeſus Chriſt. Many have loſt much for him,but be, nie ty 
ver ſhall any loſe by him. Take this for a certainty, wharſocver. 

probabilities of ourward Comforts we leave, wharſocver Out» 


ward advantages we balk”, thar we may glorifie him in our. 


Pg and enjoy himi in his —— more than where 
.i. , where 
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where we could, .we fhajl receive ;2n-bundred fold i in this 
Life. - *Tis a (ad. to ſee how little Ghriſt is truſted or 
betieved in the 'Worlkd : Men will truſt him no farther than 
—— and will leave no work, for Faith. Alas, 
he not athoufand ways, both-eurward; and inward, .to 
—————————— What doth our. 

oo ayer Have any themſelves upon him in 
—_— but:he made good 'cvery-word of the Promiſe to' 

jet. us therefore.exerciſe our Faith,and ſtay ourſelves. 
upon the - gs. 006 6-Samee.00 06 EROmgs of our 


->Pifthly , Tha | waning is .the-means , God will. 
make up inthe for acertain rruth, while 
amancommirs-himdeif Wire tte ur andis ma way: 
that God pur himvinto.: Now if a.10an-heve bur a little In- 
come, ifhe have a great Bicing ; haat's ro make it 
—_—_ Alas, we nut tiqe account Mercies: by the Whar 

r haves Pound to my Ounce, ifgune be Gold for his 
Silver, I will never change with! of Kin As," hn Bread that 


os INN that proceedeth- | 
our of 'his Mowthiof:God ; '{o Ns s of the. 
Means ,”butthe ofthe te Lond rm rich. Oh! 

if mendid/but believe t _—_ ſo much of 
theWorld as they do. br re orhers rake their. courſe, 


and we wilt rake ours,towait upon God by: Faith and Prayer, 
andrelt in his: Promiſe 3 and amp: C that is the way 
to-beprovided for : Lev others royied eniarge their Income, 
(bur alas, theywill ind. they gonothe right way ro work ) > 
we will bleſs God ro-enlarge our! bleſſing,and I doubtnor bur 
we'fhall-prove the Gainers. - ' 
 Sixthly , That evcry Conditiat hach i irs Snares ; Croſſes, 
26d rroubles', and therofore: we 'may. not expe to be with- 
out 'them where ever we be,onely that condirion is moſt; eli- 
gible that” _ feweſt and lcaft; Icanner Qbjedt any thing 
of Taunton, but che -meancſs of the Main- 
renance 3 — if our Income be bur ſhort, we can I hope be 
_ live anſwerably ,:we muſt fare the Meaner , that 
alt the inconvenience tharIiknow.,, and truiy 1 hope - 
we #@ ot bf the natute of thix Anitnal , that hath his 
Hearth his Belly, I know how D21ie/ thriged by his _ 
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andVulfe-, and think: #mean Dict is as wholſome tothe boy 
dy, *yea;'and farleſs hurtful-rhan a full and liberal'is ; and 
perſvade my ſelf it would be no ſuch hard matrer for. us'cans 
retitedly-to deny! our Fleſh-in this reſpeR&.. 'But tet us con+ 
fider tow little” and atverly inconfiderable (this Inconvenis! 
ence is, ' in coir pariſon of-thofſewe muſt-reckon /upon meers 
ing with, Cf'Gotl caſÞus nts anorher place, and whether this 
be fot'a great'deaF eſs than the trouble we. iſhall have for: 
want of 'comforeable and Chriſtian Society: for want of the 
frequent and quickening' means -we "ſhall here have , in 
wrangling and contending wich the Coverous , or elſe loſing 


our daes, in the Railings:and rn entenictn the 
ports;-thatiare-wes py pon the beſt by:the wicked it 
moſt ® places ,- in-theircomentions abour their right co. the 
Sacraments, in our Intanglement in the cates and troubles of 
rhis life, &-c. all which we ſhould be here A from. 
Uport theſe'and the like coufideracions,'F find: my heart very 
much indlinedto a ofitheir offer at Taxnton.' I befeeck 
thee to weigh, and 'thy onghly confider the matter, and: ell 
ne imparrially thy thoughts, and which way-thy Spirit in- 
clines,for I have always reſolved' the-place-L fertled in ſhould 
be thy choice, and to thy content. © Theleaft jintimarion of 
thy will to the contrary, ſhall overballance all my-thoughts 
of ſertling there, forÞ aecount ir the greareſt 

pitieſs if I ſhould thys ſetihe; and thou ſhouldft afterwards be 
diſcontented ar the/ſtfaightneſs' of our condition. Bur I need. 
not have Wrorte this hadſdnor hou fully fig thy mind 
already ro me, I had nevergone ſofar as I have. | Well,the 
Lord whoſe we are, and whom we ſerve, do with us as it 
ſhall ſeem good unto him. We arc always as mindful as is 
poſſible of thee here , borh' together and apart. -Captais 
Lybe-defired me to intrearthee ro'meet him one two Hours. 
in a' Day , for the Commemoration . of Mexcies upon the; 
rwenty-third Day of -every Month. Send:word to me df 
their Reſolution at Tuuntorn,: in two Lerrers, leaſt y 
one ſhould miſcarry.; though never a onedid yer. , 1 dare 
nor think of _ under fixty Pound ar. Taunton , and 
ſurely ic cannot be leſs. 1 have Written as well 2s I could. 
on a ſuddeu my Mirfd to thee, I haye been ſo large, n 
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adgement , thac 1 muſt thruft up my Af- 
Eons T's Corner. ow —_— ey recur 
corner in my Letzer, I am. ſure the ye room enough 
in my w_ Bur I muſt conclude; s Lord keep thee - 
Dear, and cheriſh thee for ever in his Boſom, Fare- 


| wel mine ow Souk | 
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7 as ar ever" Wa ae 
Thin own Ly, 
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©  Preparefor Suffering; | | 
Tomy dearcy belaped the. Flotkof Chrift in Taunton, 


Grace and Peace. 
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. Mo low Chriſt ian: : 
AY 'extream firaights of time will now force me to bind 
my long loves in a few ſhorr lines yer 1 could flor 


rell howto leave you unſalured, nor chuſe but weire to you 
in a few words , that you ſhould nor be diſmayed neither at 
our preſent ſufferings,or ar the evil tidings that by this rime T 
doubt not are come unto you. Now, Brethren, is the time 
when the Lord is like to pur you upon the trial ; now is the 
hour of remptation come. Oh! be faithful ro Chriſt to the 
death, and he ſhall give you a Crown of life : Faithful is he 
thar hath called you, and he will not ſuffer you upon his faith- 
fulneſs to be tempted above whar you are able.Give up your 
ſelves and your Allto.che Lard,with reſolution to fallow him 
fully,and two things be ſure of,and lay up as ſure grounds of 
everlaſting conſolation. 

I, If youſeck by my and ſtudy ro know the mind of 
God,and do' reſolve to follow it in uprightneſs, you ſhall nor 
fail either of dire&ion or pardon; Kicher God will ſhew you 
what his pleaſure is, or will cercainly forgive you if you mils 
your way. Brethren, fix upon your Souls the deep and livel 
affc&jpg_apprehenfſions of the moſt gracious, loving,mercitul, 
ſweet, nare,tender nature of your Heavenly Father, 
which is ſo great that you may be ſure he will with all readi- 
neſs and love accept of his poor Children when they endea- 
your to approve themſelves in fincerity ro him, and would 
fain know his mind and do ir, if they could bur clearly fee ir, 
though they ſhould unwillingly miſtake. | 

2. That as ſureas God is faithful, if he do ſce thar ſuch or 
(uch a tempration ( with the forethought of which you my 

e 


your Jane 
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be apt to diſquiet == ſelves, leſt you ſhould fall away when 
p 1 be roohard for Ju Graces, evil 


rhusor 

never ſuffer itt ÞY dear Brethren, 

let nec the irc ppoygop leg pending move 

you. This che wa of the Kingdom : hmpendin jon is one of 
landyaking W Croſs is your 

3 you have | earht die.Crok that have nor 
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Chriſt is your g uamape att g ſtrit and me: 4 
diligence, your + CO PRs you ould bet 
what is coming, but not diſcouraged ; bled,h dif- 


mayed \ hambieyos hearts broken, = 


righre« ;pons,bus ſtrong crying anilieays 3 ledk- 
EN er 4 Farh? ooUlepe eres, | 
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fient not, bur 4he good. fight of Reith: Mn you' miſt; 
my re earneſtly : Strive not but againſt fin, add 
reſiſt pep. vi unto blood 3: now:ſee that you 
rather than fin. Rags 
cy embrace fi by prayer : I know you woo but Fwould you: 
ſhould abound more and mare : Share my.1 pany: 2 


and continue earneſt prayers for me,and be 
thar. Lam and ſhallbe nah Rong: Grace, 7 _ thankful EW 


e's your Sou concernments 
vB | the __ Gaole _ 
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Ah. Drown 


Tom mot dev ly belted, my Clriſtigh. Friends tn- 


4 30.3.2 j to gry rot th 5 51oigY QED, 5 3 
Aſs loving Bruthrev : 5 WS: IITOW CV 4» 
| &+- nover fotger your-old kindneſſes, and the entire af- 
fetions char you have ſhed upon me, nor by drops, bur 
by floeds ; would I never ſo fair forgec them, yer I could 
not, they are ſo continually renowned-; for there is never a 
h pins hear of themz nay, more than hear of them,'l feel 
rate them, The God that hath promiſed-to them that 
Ore ro & Prophet though but a tup-of cold Water , ſhall re- 
ve « Prophets reward; he will 'recompence” your labour 
of love, your'fervenr prayers, «nd conſtant cryes, your care 
for my welifare,your bountiful fopplies who have given me, 
Nor 2 CIIES water, burthe Wine of your Toves,with the 
ſeriſe arid tidingswhereof 1 am courinually refreſhed, I muſt, 
F do, and will bleſs rhe Lord as long as I live, that he hith 
caſt my lot in'ſo fair a place, - ro dwell in your communion 3 
and” meas 4 ro go in and our before you , andto be the 
Meflenger of the Lord of Hoſt ro you,to prockim his Law, 
andto Preach his Excellencies, to be his Spokeſman to you, 
and ro wooefor him,and to eſpouſe you'to one Husband, and 
ro preſent you asa chaſte Virgin unto Chriſt: '' Lord! how 
unworthy am I, everlaſtingly uriworthy of rhis'glotious Dig- 
nity, hich T do verily believe the moſt brighceſt Angels in 
Heaven would be glad of, if the Lord ſaw ir fir-ro imploy” 
them in this work! Well, Ido not, I cannot repent, not- 
withſtanding all the difficulties and inconveniences that do 
artend his deſpiſed Servants, and hated ways, arid that are 
like toartend them; for we have bur ſipped yer of the Cup 3 
but I have ſet my hand to his plow 3 my Miniſtry I _ up 
oughr 


(£13) _ 
with pay. api Telmony ited it ». though 


| _— into that Fo Sr Saeages LS 


imployed.in nk old you.ig- inche cloſe. pers w 
- hyi holy Hands upon wie (T0c 
Fey pay with. 


| EE Try rſt, & (o.him de 
m , and my tribulations for Chri 
rind ro.me belongs nothing but ſhame and:confufion of ; 
Gees face) confirm my choice and my reſolution ro ſexrvehim with 
more than my labours,, .. Verily, Brethrenzit'is 2 good 
chalet ther I have commended-to you ; Oh! rhat there mighe 
. Not one, be found among.you- that hath not made Mares 
choice, 1 mean of thar good; part which ſhall never be taken 
away from you. Brethren, let1hem 1c up with the world: 
char have no. better portion. :- be-content thay they ſhould 
carry the bel, and bear away the riches and perferments and 
glory, and ſplendor of the. bework.: Alas | you have noreaſon 

o envy them: verily, they have a lycin their right hand : 
Ah! ! how ſoon will their hopes fail chem : how.ſoon will the 
— blaſt be out, and. jeave them in eternal darkneſs 2 


they ſhall gororhe freep ey of their Fathers, they ſhall ne- 


. ver ſee light , like hey ſhall be laid in their. Grayes, 
and the upright ſhall have Dominion over them i in.the marn- 
ing. Burfor my. Brethren ,;.'I am jeatous that : , of you 
ſhould come, ſhort of the Glory of God. | I ama! for 
you that you ſhould be all eirs of an endleſs life ,; the - 
hopes of the Saints, the inheritance incorraprible, A—_—_ 
file , and thar fades not away. 
ah my Brethren ! why ſhould not ou be all. happy? 1 
am jealous for you with a Godly jeatouſie, leſt;a promil 
ing lef: you of entring into his-reſt,. any of you ſhquld come 
ſhort of ir; O look ilgeruly,leſt; any man failof,rhe Grage 
of God :. Alas! how. it pities me to ſee this Reſt . nepſeRed: 
How i grieyes we that any,of you ſhould fall ſhort.of mer- 
cy at laſt ! Thar-any of th k oyer w $holy Ghoſt 
hath made 1 by in part overſeer, ſhould periſh 3, when Chriſt 
hath done ſo. much for,you: ,,, and. when his under; Officers 
Cthrough his. Grace, for we are-not ſtifficient:of ee ac 
ave 


[ (#9) 
| 1 [ tigve- og ern: HI "AY Ueat Bfe- 
| DS 2 the of DAS: you 
nd the mercy that i n 


Ott. Alas! 
andto 


Not, - . ar 
tim the be * how 
| eo ſeeZout ih in CEN ing, nor otily to 
the (ex 6iſes; bhit to Repetitions and t6 moſt ha- 


ies, for which you are to be.com- 
EE Ve we La Kind iy PAT Tanger 
EC rok: 
iſh for nt of goi | raiſe your 
Eigen, att Af | NT eg ve Jour 
that'made 2 willing miniftry and a willing people : for Tre- 
- nicttiber M1 nee gone urniſhed with a Tram!" How I 
' went with the triultirude roYhe Houſe of God, with the voice 
of joy and ws, wirh the mm pra MELSL Hdly-days. 
: The remembr rarice of whichi moves my : bur,O flock, 
-niy moſt Year flock, how fain a car yo WE che 
the eiterngl and ourward, ; 0! jocth am £70 
ll you thete! How led n to think that aty of you 
bn ſont oo far md hazard mucti for Religion a apt 7 yet adongen 
for ever oy cheEharid of ſome onmortified Juff! CRP 
of un Noa jon, or ati unbridled ron; ix rich 1 fear 
"moſt of Tedominar© love of the World i 
Alas! imi ſo, and'is 'there no remedy but bred ar. 
'ry you. to Heavens: -gate and leave you there ! Da thac I 
Nod leaye th oy of, your” ovls but half done; ; and 
bring you no ver chan one " zlmoſt of x —racrngg Hear,QO, 
m ry, air Tr command you, upon. your 
NR Fort in'rthe Name of the Lord * pr at ſha ſhortly 
e you, I beſeech you , warn you as a Father dorh his 
hi jo look o fo the th he? ing. of your paige 
INg CO icjori 5 Al or of your reſting in the 
ingeon _ of Relig 5 bur to be e reſell you find on 
throv ange egeneration within t you are qui re 
new in the frame & bent of your hearrs: for here's the main of 
Religion in the hidden man of the heart : For Cirifti-lake, 
or 


NO JTOImS, U relerve, th You © ſ ſ'OU 
worldly ppes , and count upon paring al for Chriſt : 
ou t2 him alone for Jour Jhol W 

_—_ I ſo often inculcate this? 

all; 3 if unſound Berne Go grodes m_ fo 

re undone» Brerfſr grei#tryals co 
fo Profeſſors fall like leaves in he ham unleſs t 
wel ſetled-: therefore is ir that I would fo fam have you look 
es your" to ſecurethe main. And for you whoſe 
nn are ſoundly wrought upon, O make ſure whatever you 
evidences Clear! How dreadfulwould 


_ temptations be, if you ſhould be called to parc with all 
for Chriſt , and nov be ſure. ther: get a righrand/ 
Cer ie of rhie ti ife , which I have ſer 


before you in that form of wich in Chriſt 
that I cmmcaell rot comming def you ſhould 


be —_— 2 in Ince Ih it : be es Gags fo airs gour. coder 


—_— I yo 
—— fr is 6 able _ Eoekedr fully per pen ale 
your Evidert rl 
watchful in your A courſe,and 1 doubt not nn _ 
quickly grow up to'affurance;'® 

I cannot rellhow tofmake an end. methinks,T could 
all the day to you,but my ſtraights SIIme Fr > are-Lrear 


and 
cy: ag, Y 20 fel Es yer Lcarmot Bejoor mot ft 


oh prion "Surely: it ſhall be in ſlore with vo 
among my Treaſures ; that God is. pleaſed fo 19; ir your 

hearts ro me, and to make uſe of me " your ed 
matter of aps joy unto me 3 as alſo to ſee your ſeth: 
,%eſs in Chriſt, your unſhaken reſolutions notwithſjanding. 
all the Temprets wiles, Go on,my deatly Belpved,and the 
Lord ſtrengthen your hands and and.-your ur hearts,and. lift, you up 
above the fears of men. My moſt dear Brothey Norman ſa- 
lures you with manifold Loves and Keſpedti, earneſtly wiſh= 
- ing 
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- {£47 LETTERS Iv. | 

EN. | (A Call to the inconveried,) | 

Fo the Beloved Proplethe Inhabitants of the Tows of 
Taunton, Grate,” Mercy, and Price from God onr 
Father, and from the Lord feſus Chriſt. 


$A PIRY S275 19 , 2 us POP TY, #1 

Moſt endeared and beloved Friends * | 

Do wioft readily acknowIedge my ſelf 'a. Debtor, ro you 

all, 'and a Servant of all, 'and therefore T have fencrheſe 
few Lines to ſalure you all. My Lines did fall in a fair place 
when the Lord did caſt my Lot among you; for which 1 de- 
fire ro be rhankfal. God hath been pleaſed ro work a mutual 
affeRion between meand you. I remember the Tears and' 
Prayers that you have ſent me hither with , and how I ſaw 
your hearts in your eyes; How can I forger how you pour- 
&d out your Souls upon me. And truly yourare a. People. 
much upon” my heart, whoſe'welfare is the'mittet ' of my 
continual prayers, care, ghd ſtudy: And oh! thitI knew 
how to do you good : Ah? How certainly ſhould' never a 
fon of you miſcarry if Iknew how to ſave you, Ah! how ir pi 
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(17+) | 
ries me to think how that ſormeny of you ſhould remain iri 
your fins after ſo. many and iSong nderrours to carvert 
and bring them in. Once more, Dt ! may Beloved, once 
more hear rhe. call of the moſt high, God unto yon, The 
Priſon Pr to. you , the ſame Dodrine thar the Pulpic 
did. Hear, O Pcople , hear ; he that hath an ear let him 
hear. The Lord af Life and of Glory offers you all Mercy, 
and Peace, and Bleſſednefs.: Oh, why-ſhould Ly die ! who- 
ſoever will, let him take of rhe Waters of Life ſreely 3 whar 
miſs of life when ir is ro be had for the raking? God forbid; 
O my Brethren, my Soul yerns for you, and my bowels ro- 
wards you. Ah! thatI did bur, know what Arguments to 
uſe with you : who ſhall chuſe my words for me that I may 
prevail with finners.not to rejedl their own Mercy : how 

111 get wichm them ? How fhall I reach them ? Oh! thac 

I did but know rhe words that would pierce them ? Thar I 
could but get berween their fins and them. Beloved Bre- 
thren, rhe Lord Jeſus hath made me , moſt unworthy, his 
{hang , ko beſpeak your hearts for him : And oh, that 
knew but how to wooe for him, that T might prevail ! theſe 
cight years have I been calling, and yer how great apart do 
remain _ in. their ſms,and how few; alas ! how few ſouls 
have I gained co Chriſt by ſound converſion. Once more 
I defire with all poſſible earneſtneſs ro apply my (elf to you, 
I have thought ic may be a Sermon our ofa Priſon might d6 
thar whici I could not do after my long ſtriving with., you, 
but have left undone . «ome th, O Friends;and let us rea- 
ſon togerher, Pie FN oe | 
Many among you remain under the power of Ignorance : 
Ah ! how often have I cold you the dangerous, yea, damna- 
ble eſtare rhat ſuch are in. Never make excuſes, nor flatter 
your felves chart you ſhall be ſaved though you go on in this ; 
I have rold you often, and now tell you again; God muſt be 
falſe of his Word, ifever you be ſaved without being brought 
out of the ſtate of Ignorance : If ever you. enrer in at rhe 
door of Heaven , it muſt be by the Key of Knowledge , you 
cannot be ſaved, except you be brought to the knowledge of 
the Truth. A people that remain in groſs ignorance , that 
are without underſtanding , the Lord that made ahem, will 
Kot have mercy on them. O why will vou flacrer your ſclves, 
F Cb) avd 


rion ſuch as thefe. O how crimſen is their guilt ! how often 


(13) 
and wilfully deceive your own ſelves 7 when the God of 
Truth hath faid-you ſhall ſurely dic if you'go' on in this  e-. 
Nate : 'Oh, fot the love of God and of your Souls, I beſeech 
you awake and beftix your ſelves to get the ſaving knowledge 
of God; you that are capable of learning a Trade to live by, 
_ you not capable of learning the way to be ſaved : yea, I 
ou 
heads-abour ir , and'take pains to ger'ir. And is it not piry 
char you ſhould periſh f6r eyer for want of a Jirrle pains, an 
ſtudy', and care ro ger the knowledge of ' God : Study the 
Carechiſm, if poſſible ger it by hearr, if nog read it often, or 
et it read to you, cry unto God for kriowledge ; improve 
the little yen have by living anſwerable. Search the Scri- 
pture daily, ger them readro you if you cannor read them, 
Improve your Sabbaths wc and Pdoubr nor bur inthe 


ve of theſe means you will ſooner arrive'to the knowledge 


of Chriſt than of a Trade.” But for thee, O hardned finner, 
thar wilt make thy excuſes tha: thou haſtnox-time nor abili. 
tic3 roget knowledge, and to fir ſtilwirhour ir, I pronounce 
unto thee that thou ſhalt: ſurely periſh :' And I-challenge 
thee to tel! me, if rhou canſt, how thou wilt anſwer it before 
the moſt High God when he ſhall fir in judgement upon 
thee , that thou _wouldeſt be contenred/to undergo a ſeven 
years Apprentiſhip to learn how to ger thy living , and that 
thou mighteft have gor rhe knowledge of the primciples of Re- 
Irgion in half the time , but rhou wouldeſt nor bear thy hea 
about ir, © ' 5. I08; 5: 8 
Many are ſwallowed up in meer profaneneſs: Alas ! that 
there ſhould be any ſuch in a place of ſuch means and mercies! 
bur ir cannot be concealed. Many of them proclaim their 
fin like Sodom, and carry their deadly Leprofie in their fore- 
heads. F am aſhamed to'rhink thar in 'T1u2ton there ſhould 
be ſo many Alchouſe-hannters and Tiplers , ſo many lewd 
Gameſters,and Riorers and debauched livers; ſo many black 
mouthed Swearers , who have Oarhs and Curſes for their 
common language, fo rtiany. Raylers at Godlineſs, and Pro- 
fane Scoffers, ſo many Lyars and deceitful Dealers , and un- 


clean and wanton Wretches, O what 2 long liſt will rheſe 


and ſuch like make up;if put together : ir ſaddens me to men- 


4 


have 


t. not bur you are s Fain if you! would bur bear your 


(49)! 
tuve you beers wartied;and yerare ſtilkurireformed, yea loge 


and profane, - Yet ane Warning more; have:L ſent after, you! | 


fromthe Lord, ro tepentz; Returny/ Of finners; what ! avyil! 
you run into-everlaſtmg buraings with your eyes opeti21itc/z 

-Repent, O Drunkardggg';or clicyou thall be-fhur our-of the; 
Kingdom of Heaven';”:ViCor.16."9,” 1677 RepeitO Swearers, 
elſe you ſhall fall mro:condemnaribn;'(Fam?s5y; £44; Repent,O! 
Lyars;putaway lying;and-ſpeak everyone ryuch ro his neigh+ 
bour ; cKe you ſhall have:your parrm»the Lakethar burnerty 
with Fire and Brimftone, &:7.20.8.-REepent, O:Company>kee-+ 
pers, forfake the fooliſh/and live ,» but a Companion of the 
wicked ſhall be ezſtroyed; Prov.13.::20 7 Repent you Decei- 
vers of your unrighteous:dealings,' ofelſe;you ſhall have:no 


Inherixance in-the "Kingdom of God; -1:C9x.56.' 95/10.) The 
Lord that made us; knows my carneRt 1defirefor your conver- 


fion and Salvation', - and-that I (peak-nor'this ro'you'ontrof 
any evil will roward'you,.. for I'wonld:Iieat your feertodo 
you good, but out of a ſenſe of your deplorable eſtace, while 
you remain in your fins, I know there is mercy for you if 
von do foundly repent and reform, and how ro.the Righteout-. 
neſs arid Government-af the Lord Chriſt : bur if you go on, 
and fay, you ſhall yet,bave peace, I pronounce unto you, thar 
there isno eſcape,bur che Lord will make his wrath to ſmoals 
againſt you, he will wound the head of his enemies, and rhe . 
hairy ſcalp of ſuch an one as goerh on ſtill in'His Treſpaſſs. 
Others have eſcaped the groſs polluricqs! of the: World, bur 
ſtick in the form of Godlineſs, and content themſelves wirh 
a negative Righreouſaeſs, that they are no Drunkards , ror 
Swearers, &:, or at beſt with an outward conformity to the 
duries of Religion, or ſome common workings, inſtead of a 
ſaving. OT am jealous for you that you ſhould nor loſe the 
things that you have wrought,and miſs your reware for want 
of ſincerity : for the Lords fake put on, and heware of pe- 
tiſhing in the-Suburbs of the Ciry of Refnge : beg of God to 
make through-work with you,and be jeaſons Tor your [elves; 
ger a right underſtanding of the difference between a Hypo- 
crizeanda fincere Chriſtian, and try you eſtates much, bur 
only with thoſe marks, that you are ſure from rhe Seriprure 


| wiltahde Gods trial. 
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(20). 
"Dn that fearthe Lord in fineefiry I have nothing 
. good and comfortable words: I have proclaimed your 

Sihefs in the laſt Tokeniſent h- the Town: I mean the 

of the Covenant of Grace, upon the Priviledges, 

cr mace upagpd ſer before you. May 

our ſouls ever live; what condition can you deviſe where- 

= there willnot-be abundance of comfort, and mater of joy 

ible, to-you. O Beloved, know your own i ru rr 

live in thar holy admiring, — adoring, prai- 

fins.of your gracious God ; rhat becomes the people of his 
iſe. I have been long, er merhinks I —_ emptied 

my heart unto _ : 1 rreſpaſs much, Ifear, ve 

- rn m haſte 1 commend you to God? T good 

will of him that dwelt in the Buſh be with you 8ll, TheLord 

Create a defence upon you , and Deliverance for you : the 

Lord cover you all the day, and make you to dwell berween 

his ſhoulders; I defire your conſtant, inftant, earneſt Pray- 
ersfor we, and reſt, . 


A willing Lubowrer, and thank: 
Fol Sufferer for jou, | 


From ia common Goa in Juel- 
G cheſter, 7 uly 4th. 1663. 


JOS. ALLEINE,. 
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To wy moſt endeared Friends , the Sirvants of Chrif 
in Taunton, Grace.and Peace. , 


Adoft dearly Beloved and longed for, 
m9 Joy nd Crom: 
| Y hearts defire and prayer to God for you-is, that you 
LVL may beſaved. I knowithar youre the But of mens 
rage and malice : bur- you may farisfic your ſelves 3s Pavid 
in his patienr ſuſtaining of Shan? fury and corſes > Jr, may 
be rhe Lord will look upon our affliction, and require good 
for their curfing-this day. But'however it be for that. , þe 
ſure to hold vn your way :' your-name-indeed is caſt. 
- 5 evil , .and/you are harcd of all men for Chyiſts-fke ,. for 
- your profeſſion: of his Goſpel, :and cleaving to bis Ways and 
' Servants: but ler hot Og you, for you;grenew 
- more than 'cyer' bleſſed : onehy hold-faft, that no; man take 
hs yy Crown.” Letnot any tharhayedbegun; in the Spirir,cnd 
inthe fleſh; :Doinor forſake Gotty! ri} he forſake you-3 he 
thar enduret!} to the: end ſhall'beſaved : The. Promiſe is 40 
- him thar overcomerh ;- thetefore: rhink-not of Jooking-back : 
"Now you have ſet your hands 10! OhriſtsPlow.,; though-you 
' labour hard; arid ſuffer long;rhe! Crop-will pay;far alf.: now 
- the Lord is trying what cfedirhecharh in the Wenly ;; and 
who they be:thart wil} truſt him; The unbelieving World 
"are al} for piefent'Pay ; rhey rhuft have ready Money;ſome- 
' thing in han&and will nor- follow the Lord whenthert is like 
to be-anyipreatharzard ard hardfhiplintiis Service: Busnow 
- isthe'time Tof yo my Beloved; rb-prove ytur:Rlves-Beljc- 
; vers , when ithere' isrnorhing vidible but proſenthazard and 
'"expenice, mandifficuley: in'your Makers fervice. Now ir will 
: be ſeen who! can/rruft-the Tordz-arid who thruſts him not : 
p . Cb2) Now, 
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(22) 
Now, my Brethren, bear you up, ſtand faſt in the Faith,quir 
you like men , be ſtrong : now give gtoryro God by befte- 
ving. If you can truſt in bjs+ rgmilog or your reward now, 
when nothing apþears But The*diſpfeafare of Rulers, and 
Bonds, and Loſſes, and Tribularions on every fide, this will 
be ſomewhat Jike/Btbevers: BreiÞrep ,,"t beſeech you ro 
reckon upon no other bur croſies here. Let none of you 
dream of an Ear hl aradiſe , or flatter your felves with 
Preatns' of Ncepinh it Your*eale'; ane temporal. Proſperity, 
and carrying Heave#i#o87* Fhinh noritukieepiyour Eſtates, 
and liberties and conſciences too : Count not upon reſt till 
you come to'the Land ugh, Fromiſy. this, I. uidetave 
any of you to run upon Hazards unca) * No,we ſhafſmeer 
them ſoon enough in the way of our a yNthott\we will 
'Balke ir," ard” ſhamefully mon aide: bubrk would have you 
- caſt overiboard your Worldly hopes, ahd:.aauart not uporg an 
' Farthiy fehititypducbeiconienr wowajetil 4ghcome on the 
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/ other fide the Gravis) Kirmet nough;toſhave.a whole eter- 


'niry of Happitic@yer b@hind ? :H-God. dd throw: injthe com- 
-Forrs'of this life roprinrorathe Hargaity zi T:would not haveyou 
throw then: back iagaing: ax;deſpite:the- goodneks of the Lord: 

; Ber T'would; my Brerhreti; Thar you Jhould} ule this World, 
--45 nor-abafing it;:ivitady bo ſhouſdbe-tyicjfied ro the. world, 
' 26d /thd/W or ld xavype;:imhatyon fhonid dddere plainly char 
you ſetk a Countrts;#Herter! Gountref,,Whiehjs an Heaven- 
Jy." Ah Emy:dearBrevhreny:befeccht;you carry-in; like Pjl- 
:prims ard ſtrangers b bdſcerh Fou abfiainfromticſhly luſts, 
© whith:waf! apdinſt daowBoulli's: for what have' we to-do with 
- the cuftomes andoeruries: and fafbons: of this World, whoare 
Nrdagpers int-!Befcorſtenred/wich. Travellers, Lots: know 
© y6u' rior thariypa argin@firange Land? ;41k-45 well as long as 
-]e is well #f home; pray you, Brerhren,daily. and frequent- 
' Jy r6 :confider your condition; and ftarjon,;; Do you nor xe- 
meniber-thar you are: an;Inn4; and whar thoughyour be but 

© poorly atrended, :ari$tweenly ;necommogated?; though: you 
-farevihard, arid: lieihard'?:1s this = firgnge> hinge What 
- -"ſhould'Tyarelierslook foriglle?>Wilhyowmferdork inaJour- 
'ney; - and promiſe: yourſelves nothing; but airway and fair 
weather? Shall aman pur'foryjv to. Sea, and; regkan-.ypon no- 
: thing bur. the calm? i If you ware of the; World; he Wont 
gi? | : E 0 2 WOou A 
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wanjd loye his.own.. Bat now God hath.ghoſen. yougard. eale, 
led you out of the World, therefore the World hateth you: 
Bur, remember, my Brethren, it is your duty to love them, 
exen while they. hate. you; and to pray for -mercy fo Sp 
thar, will. ſhew,no ;mercy, nor do. no Julbice for us, 5 5.1 
deſire you to, obſerve.as 4 great duty, of the preſent times; 
And let nor any fo far torger their. duyy and pattern, as to wil 
evil to them thar do eviltous, or to pleaſe themſelves with 
the thoughts of being even with them. Let us commir our 
ſelves ro'him that jndgeth righteeuſſy> *and ſhew our (elves 
the children of the moft High, who doth good ro his Ene- 
mies,ard is kind ro the ry _ unthankful : And whar + 
though they do hate us ? Their love -ayd.good-wi 
mTerd wha feared, than their hatred, and a: 
ſign. - Brethren, keep Four ſelves in the love of God, here 
is Wiſdom. O happy Souls , that are his Favourices!” For 
the Lords-ſake look to this , make ſure of ſomething : look 
ro your ſincerity above all things in the World : ler notany 
of You conclude, that becauſe you Are of the ſufferinip-pat- 
ty, therefore all is well : Look ro the Foundation, that your 
hearts be ſoundly leyn off from everyiin, and ſet upon God 
above as your Bleſſedneſs : Beware that none of you have 
only a name to live,and be no more than almoſt Chriſtjans. 
For..the love of your Souls, make a diligeht ſearch, and try 
upqn what ground you ſtand, for ir heartily pities me to 
think: thas any of you ſhould he in.{g.deep , and hazard'fo 
much as theſe, muſt P that will, now-cleave to the hated 
ways of people of God", and yer loſe all at Taſt for want 
of being rhorow and ſound in the main work , 1 mean con- 
vertion and Regeneration. *None- ſo.miferable in all the 
World as an unſound Profeſlpr of Religion now js , for he 
ſhall be hatred and perſecuted of the World, becauſe he rakes 
up-3 Proteflian,, and. yer. rejeed of, God. roo , becauſe he 


ſtigks ina Profellijon-: Bur when once you hear the marks of | 


Gods favour. , ,you.nced not fear the Worlds frowns : Cheer 
up. therefore, Brethren, be ſtrong inthe Lord, and of good 
conrage under the Worlds uſage: Fear nor, in our Fathers 

ouſe.chere is bread.enough, and room enough 3 this is ſuf- 
ficient: ro. comfort us under all the. inconveniences-of the 


Way, that, we haye.ſo happy a youu ſo POP a Portion, fo 
LS: 1:0 3 


ready 


, 

(24) 
ready a Farher, ſo goodly an Hericage, fo furea Tenure. Oh, 
mer one another wit theſe mis. : Gd! fee that you 
can truſt in his Word : Jer the World ſee thar you can live 


ppan a God. I ſhall ſhare my Prayers and loves among you 


1, and commir you ro the Almighty God ; rhe Keeper of 
Iſracl rhar never flymbereth nor fleepeth,be your Watchman 
and Keeper to rhe end, Farcwel, Iam ly ; 


. 


Al fervent well-wiſher of your T emperal 


and Erernal Heppineſs, 
From t nan Gaol at Fel. p 


tbefter, July 24. 1663. 


of 
. 
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LETTER, VI. 
[Look out of your (Graves upon the World. } 


Tomy mot dearly Beloved Friends, the choſen of G od 
' 5» Taunton, Grace and Peace. 


Toft endeared Chriftians, 

CY heart is with you , though F am Abſent, as ro my 
M Bodily preſence from you;and therefore as Thave wy 
ren a'ready, fol — Wraren to you to ſtir vp your 
prom by way of Remembrance , and tocall upon you 
tor your fiedfaſt continuing, and vigrrous proceeding im the 
ways of God. Dear Frienk D fellow Souldiers under 
Chriſt the Captain of our Salvaripn, confider your Calling 
ard Station, and approve your ſelves 25 good Souldiers of 
Fclus Chriſt, as men of refolunion and courage, be diſcoura- 
ge with no difficulties of your preſent Warfare. OT 
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' the life of your Souls Mm 


: ts ſaw your Bones tumbled out of your Graces, as they are 


(25) 
humane affairs, T would have you-to be as you are, Mer 
Peace : T would have you Armed not for reſiſting ,' God EY 
bid, bur for Sufftring only , as the Apoſtle hints : You! 
ſhould refiſt , even to'themtermoſt , ftriving againſt Sin. 
Here you muſt give apts yn jf you ſpare bar one Agag, 

utt go forthe life of your Sins : you 
muſt make no Peace, for God will not ſmile on'thar Soul 
that ſmiles on Sin , nor haye'any Peace with him , thar is 
at peace with his Enemy. Other Enemies you muſt for- 
give , and love, and pray for (which I again defire you 
ro mind as one ſpecial duty of the times ) bur for theſe Spi- 
rirual Enemies , all your affeions, and all yonr Prayers 


muſt be engaged againſt them'z 'yea , you muſt admit no 


Parley : It's dangerous ro diſpute with Tetmprations. Re- 
meraber whar Eve loſt by Parleytng with Satan.: you muſt 
flie from Temptations, and pur them off ar firft with a Pe- 
remptory denial. If you will but hear the Devils Argumenits, 
and rhe Fleſhes Pleas, and fair Prerences, it is an hundred 
to one bur you are inſnared by his Sophiſtry. - And for this 

efent evil World , the Lord deliver you from irs Snares. 
Surely you had need watch-and be ſober, and uſe your ſpiri- 
tual Weapons dexrerouſly anddiligently , or elſe this wor! 


is like to undo you, and deſtroy-you, F have often warned 


you not to build upon an External happineſs, and that you 
ſhould promiſe your ſelves nothing bur hardſhip here : Oh 
ſtill remember your Station 5 Souldiers muſt norcount upon 


| Reſt, and Fulneſs, bur Hunger , and Hardneſs. - Labour rs 


ger right apprehenfions of the World. Do nor think theſe 
things ne 3 one thing is needy] : You may be happy 
in the want of all outward comforrs. Do nor think your 
ſelves undone, if brought to Want or Poverty : ſtudy Erer- 
nity, and you will ſee it to be little material to you, whes. 
ther you are Poor or Rich; and rhar you may have never 
ſuch an opportunity for your advantage in all your lives ,''ﬆ6 
when you'pirall ro hazard, and ſeem to roi the Veſſel 
on the Rocks.Ser your enemies one againſt rhe other : 

againſt the World ; no ſuch-way to get above the World, ﬆs 
xo: put your ſelves into the poſſeſſion of Death. Look ofren 
pon your Duſt thar you ſhall be Reduced to, and imagine 


like 


| (:26.), 

like ſhortly to-b6, and;men handling your Skplls, and enquir- 
ivg whole is this. ; -Tell me of what. account will rhe; Wald 
he then , whar, good- wilt it-;do you : pur your; ſelves often 
into your.Graves,and lyok-our-fram:; thence upon rhe World, 
and-fce, what Judgement: yaw hayeof it then.-, Muſt nor you 
be ſhortly forgor:; among the Dead ? your: plages will know 
you no more,and your-Memory,will be no,mare.among men, 
and then what will it,profit youtp. haye lived-in faſhion and 
reppre, and, to haye-heen Mencyf eſteem 2? one ſerjous walk 
over a Church:-yard, as one ſpeaks, might make.q. man mor- 
tified ro the World, - Think upon:-how many; you Tread, but 
you know/rhem not:, no doubt;they had their: Eſtates, their 
friends,rheir,;Frades, their buſineſles, and kept as. mych ſtir in 
the. World as: othersdo naw; ,: But alas,. what are they the 
betrec for any,, for all this? .know you nor. tharthis muſt be 
your, own caſe very;ſhorgly :.. oh'the unhappineſs of deceived 
man ! how anitterably, is he bewirched, and befooled, that he 
ſhould expend himſelf for,thatwhich he knows ſhall for ever 
leaye him. -, Brethren, I befeech you lay no ſtreſs upontheſe 
- periſhing things, .þur labour to. be at a Holy. indifferencie a- 
bour them-; Is iv.for one thayjsjn;his wits to fell his God, his 
conſcience, hjs, foul , for things thar'he is. not, ſure.xo keep a 
week, nor-a,day,/and which he is.ſure after a few, fleepings 
and wakings more,to leave behind him for ever2.4g9 af ralk 
with dying, men,and ſee whar apprehenſions they-have of the 
World ?- if any fhould come to ſuch as theſe, and ell them 
here isſuch and.ſuch preferments for you, you ſhall haye ſuch 
zirles of Honour and delights ,, if you will now gdifown Reli- 


gion,or ſubſcribe ro iniquity; do.;;you, think ſuch a morion ' 


would be embraced ?. Brethren, why;ſhould we-nor be wiſe 
intime ! -why ſhould we not now be of the mind of which 
we know we: ſhafl be all ſhortly !. woe. ro them .thag. will nor 

wiſe,till ir be toro purpoſe !. woe to them whoſe eyes no- 
= bur Deathrand; Judgemenr,will open; woe gorhem that 
though they have been warned; by; others,and- have. heard the 
Woarlds greateſt; Darlings in Death to cry our of 85; yanity, 
worthleſne(s and deceirfulneſs, and have been told where 
and how. it would leave them 3 yer wauld rake. no warning, 
bur only muſt ferve rhemſelves to,for warnings to others. Ah 
my Beloved, beware there be no worldly Profeſſors among 
$3 you, 
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you, that will part rather with their part in Paradiſe , than 
their part in Par7s 3 that will rather part with their Con- 
ſciences, than with their Eſtates; that have ſecrer feſerves in 
hearts to ſave themſelves whole, when ir comes to the pinchz 
and not to be of the Religion that will undo them in the 
World. Beware that none of you have your hearts where 
your Feet. ſhould be , and love your Mammer. before your 
Maker. Ir is time for you to learn with Paul,to be Crucified 
to the World. | | C TEL: 
Bur ir is time for me to remember thar''tis «Letter, 'and 
contain my ſelf within my Limits... The God;gf all. Grace, 
fabliſh, ſtrengrthen,and ſettle you'n theſe ſhaking times, and 
Taiſe your hearts above the fears of the Worlds Threats, and 
abovethe Ambition of its favours. My deareſt loves to you 
all, with my fervent defire of your Prayers. . May the Lord of 
Hofts be with you, and the God of F4cob your” refuge.” Fare- 
wel my dear Brethren, Farewel , andbe ſtrong inthe Lord, 
; ' i”; - v4.1 2:8) 8 
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+ LETTER VI. 
' * - Firſt, Chriſtian Marks : 2: Duties. 


To”. the Beloved 1 &# endearing, aud endeared 
- ' '» Prignds, the Flock, of Chrift in Taunton , Sal- 


ation, 
; ;« AF. LSE "= ' 
b* Moſt dearly Beleved and louged for, 

- | 0} fon and Cromn *. - Sap - 
I Muſt fay of you as David did of Fonathan, Very pled 
. fant have you been unto me,and your love to me is won- 
derfaul. And as I have formerly taken great content in that 
my Lot was: caſt among you , fo through grace I ycjoyce in 
my pr ny Lot , that Tam called ro approve my love to you 
by ng for you; for you, I lay: for you know that1 
have nor ſought yours but you 3 and thar for doing my duty 
to your ſouls , Iam here in. rheſe Bonds, Whichi do ch&r- 
fully accept through the grace of Gad thar' ſtrengrheneth 
me, Oh ! Thar your Souls might be quickened and eplarged 
by theſe my Bonds! that your hands might-be'ftrengthen- 
ed; and your hearts encouraged in the Lord your God by 
our ſufferings! See to it, my dearly Beloved, that you ſtand 
faſt in the power of the Holy Do&rine which we have 
' Preached from the Pulpir ; preached ar the Bar ; preached 
from. the Priſon to you : Ir 15 a Goſpel warth the ſuffering 
for : ſee that you follow after Holineſs, wirhout which no man 
hall ſte God : Oh ! the madneſs of the blind World , that 
they ſhould put from them the only Plank upon which they 
can ſcape tro Heaven. Surely the Enimies of Holineſs are 
their own Enemies. Alas for them! rhey know not whar 
they do. What would nor theſe fooliſh Virgins do art aft, 
when it is roo lace for a little of the Oyl of the Wiſe 3 Oh, for 
| one 
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late ; Look. diligently left any. man fail of che Grace of 
God, Beware that none of you be cheated through the ſubs 
tlery ofSaran and deccirfulneſs of your Hearts with counter- 
feir grate. There is never a grace but hath irs counterfeit: 
and there is nothing in all the World that is more common 
or more cafie , than ro miſtake common and counterfeir 
Grace for true and ſaving ; and remember are undone 
for cvermoregif np ſhould dic in ſuch a miftake : Not thar 
I would ſhake the confidence of any ſound Believer , who 
upon often and through ſearch inco the Scripture and his own 


. heart , and putting himſelf upon Gods tryal , hath gotren 


good evidence that his Graces are of the right kind : Build 
your confidence fare ; See thar you ger the knowledge of 
the certain and infallible marks of Salvation , and make ſure 
by great obſerving your own hearts that theſe marks be in 
you, and then you cannot be too confident. Bur as you love 


' your ſouls take heed of a groundleſs confidence, Take heed 


of being confident before you have tried. Dear Brethren, I 
would fain have you all ſecured'agzinſt the day of Judge- 
ment ; I would that the ſtates of your ſouls were all well 


ſerled : Oh how comfortably mightyou think of any trou- 


bles, if you were bur ſure of your pardons !-, Were your Sal 
vation ourrof doubt , no marter though other things were in 
hazard. I beſeech you, whatever you negleR, look to this : I 
am afraid there are among you that have not made your 
peace with God yet; that are nor yer acquainted with that 
great work of Converſion : ſuch I would warn and charge 
before the living God to ſpeed into Chriſt, and withour any 
more diſputes or delayes to put away their iniquities., and 
to come in and deliver up themſelves ro-Jeſus Chriſt , thar 
they may be ſaved. It is not your Profeſſion,nor performing 
external duries , nor partaking of external Priviledges thaz 
will fave you: No,no,you muſt be converted or condemned. 
It is not enough Gon you have ſome love and liking ro Gods 
ways and people, andare willing ro venture ſomething for 
them ; Ali this will nor prove you ſound Chriſtians : Have 
your hearts been changed ? Have you been ſoundly convin- 
ced of your fits ? of your. dumnable and undone condition 


(43S). 
in your ſelves? "and your utter inability to lick your ſelves 
whole again by-your owt duties'? have you been'broughr ar 
leaſt ro fach'a Highr and (en(Eof fin, as that: there-is no fin, 
chough agreeable to your confticution”, though a'ſupport ts 
yonr gain, but you do nw gee it, and utterly diſallow 
of it ? are you brought ro ſuch'a ſenſe of the beaury-of holi- 
neſs, and of the'Laws and ways of God, as thar'ybu'do de- 
fire to know'the whole' mind of God, and: would ner excuſe 
your ſelves by i$fiorance from'any duty,and thar you do not 
allow your (elves in'the ofdinaty negle& of 'any thing thar 
conſcience- charges upon you'as a dury ? are your-very hearts 
ſer upon the glorifying and enjoying of God, as your greateſt 
happineſs, which you deſire more'than Corn and Wine and 
Oyl ? had you rather 'be the holieſt than the richeſt and 
greateſt in'the World ? and'is your -greateſt delight (ordina- 
rily, and when-you are your felves) in the thoughrs of God, 
and in your converfings with God: in Holy: Exerciſes ? Is 
Chriſt more 'precious*rthan all the World to you ? and are 
you willing upon the through conſiderarion of rhe ftrineſs, 
and holineſs, and felf-denying'Nyrure of his Laws , yet to 


take them all for the rule of your choughts, words, and a&i- 


ons ? and though Religoin may coſt you dear,do you reſolve 
if God will a ou by his Grace, to go through with it, ler 
the coſt be what. it will ? happy the man thar is in ſuch a caſe. 
This is a Chriſtian indeed, and whatever you be and do ſhort 
of rhis, all is. unſound. Bar you'thar bear in your ſouls the 
marks of the Lord Jeſus aboye mentioned, vupon-you I ſhould 
lay no other burden, bur to hold faſt, and make good your 
ground, and to preſs forward towards the mark. Thankfully 
acknowledpe the diſtinguiſhing grace God to your ſouls : and 
hve rejoycingly in the hopes of the glory of God, rhe hopes 
that ſhall.never make you aſhamed: live daily in-the praiſes 
of your Redeemer : be much in admiring God,and ſtudy the 
worthineſs, excellency, and glory ofhis Artribures : ler your 
ſouls be much raken up in contemplating and commending 
his glorious 'perfe@ion,and bleſſing your (elves in the goodly 
Portion you have in him: live like thoſe thar have a God, 
and then be diſconſolate if you can : If there be nor more in 
an inftnite God ro comfort you, than in a Priſon, or Poverty, 
or orher affiition ro dejeR you, our-Preaching:is vain , arid 

\ your 


(5) 

your Faith is vain. Let the thoughes of God be your daity 
repaſt : and never be ſatisfied till your hearts run"out as 
freely,narurally, conſtantly, un Fjedly aftzr God,as o-hers 
do aiter the World: a'litth& fo pon your hearts for a 
while to turn them into this _ Channel, may quickly come 
ſo to habiruare your minds ro h6lineſs, that they may naru- 
rally run that way. . But it is cimero ſhut up: Farewel, my 
dear Brechren, .the Lord God Almighty be a prote&ion 6 
you,and your cxceeding great reward; Farevel intheLord, 
I am (2080 Uhlg F.. "21 


Totrs in the Bowels of the Led Zeſas, 
.. Jos. ALLEINE; 


From the Priſon at Juelcheſter, , "ey 
Septemb.-1k.';1663. , ;- } 

Juſt now. I received your mekirgLetrer,to whichTam nor 

able now to return an anſwer. but ſhall with ſpeed : your 

very great afteRions for me- cannot bur move me, and make 


me ready to repeat again thefirſt words of my Letter above. 


The Lord inabte me ro rerurn ſomething to. you for your 
great loves; Tam. ſenfible I have come very ſhort of my duty 
co you 3 bur I muſt needs relliyou,- my Bowels are moved 
with your loves , Which I hope E-ſhall greatly prize: once 
more Farewel:;: ': br! , 


My dear Brother. Norm4n remembers you with much love, 
defiring that you may be blameleſs and heomtebaiy Sons of 
God without tebuke in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
Nation, among whom ye ſhould ſhine 3s lights in the World, 


= - 
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LETTER, Vit. f 
[How to ſhew love ro Miniſters,and live joyfully.] 


To the moſt Loving and dearly Beloved, my Chriſtian 
Friends in Taunton,Grace, Mercy,and Peace, from 


God onr Father, and from the Lord feſns Chrift. © 


oft endeered Brethren, 


I Have received your moving melting Letter, and could not 
look over ſuch render expreſſions of your working afte- 
&ians, without ſome commorions in my own : I may con- 
fidently ſay, I ſpent more Tears upon thoſe Lines, than evet 
you did Ink : Your deep ſenſe of my labours in the Miniſtry; 
1 cannot bur rhankfully acknowledge,and take notice of: yet 
withal, heartily and unfeingedly c ys that all was but 
the duty which I did owe t© your precious and immortal 
Souls : which God knows, are very. much ſhort of my dury; 
The omiſſions, i edions, defetts, deadneſs, that accom- 
anied my duties I do own, I muſt and will own; and the 
rd humble me for them. But all rhar was of God (and that 
was all that was good )) be ſure thar you give to God alone: 
To him I humbly aſcribe both che Will , and the Deed , to 
trhom alone be Glory for ever. 

My dear Brethren , my bufineſs as T have often told you, 
j5 not ro gain your hearts, or turn your eyes towards me, bur 
ro Jeſus Chriſt : his £ I am , will you give your 
hearts to him ? will you give your hands , your names to 


him ? will you ſubſcribe to his Laws, and conſent to his Offi- 


ces, and be at through defiance with all his Enemies ? This 
do,and 1 have my Errant. Who will follow Chriſts Colours ? 
who will come under his Banner ? this ſhall be che man that 
ſhall be my Friend 3 this is he that will oblige me ſor ever: 
Do theſe Lerters come to none thar are yet unſanAified ? to 


29 looſe finner ? tono ignorant ſinner ? to no unſound x0- 
ſeffor ? 


/ 
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feſfor ?' Oh that rhere were none ſuch indeed! oh that TI had 
ſeft fo Tuch behind me ! but would they do me a kindneſ$-as 
I believe they would, oh then let them come away to Jeſus 
Chriſt ar this ca#! lie no longer O finner, in thy will, be 
no more in love with darkneſs! ſtick no longer inthe skirts 
and ourſfide of Religion, demure no longer, diſpure not and 
waver no more, halt no further, bur ſtrike tn throughly with 
eſus Chriſt, except nothing, reſerve nothing, bur come off 
throughly tro the Lord , and follow him fully, And then 
happy man that thou ſhalt be , for thou wilt be made for 
ever 3 and joyful man thar I ſhall be, for I ſhall ſave a Soul 
from death. The earneſt and pirriful beggings of a poor 
Priſoner , do uſe to move ſome Bowels*: hear O Friends, 
will you do nothing for a Miniſter of Chriſt ? Nothing for a 
Priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt? merhinks I hear you anſwer, [yea, 
rather what will we not do., he ſhall never want while we 
have it; he ſhall necd no office of Love, bur we will run and 
Ride tro doit. ] Yea, butthis 1s not that T beg of you; will 
you gratifie me indeed ? then tome in, kiſs the Son , bow 
ro the Name of Jeſus; nor in a Complement, with Cap and 
Knee, bur ler your Souls bow , ler all your Powers bend 
Sail, and: do him homage. Ler that Sacred Name be Gra- 
ven into the ſubſtance of your hearts, and lie as a bundle vf 
Mirrh berween your Breaſts. Ler me freely ſpeak for him, 
for he is worthy for whom you ſhall do this thing; worthy 
ro be beloved of you; worthy to have your very hearts, 
worthy to be admired, adored, praiſed, ſerved, glorified to 
the uttermioſt by you,and every Creature ; worthy for whom 
you ſhonld lay down all , leave all : Canany thing be too 
much for him ? 'can any thing be roo good for him? Or too 
great for him? come give up all, Reſign all, lay it ar the 
Feet of Chriſt Jeſus, offer all as a Sacrifice to him, ſee thar 
= be univerſally the Lords ; keep nothing from him : I 
ow through the goodneſs of God , thar with many of you 
this work is not yer to do: bur this ſer ſolemn reſignation ro 
the Lord is ro be done more than once; and to be followed 
with an anſwerable praRice when ir is done : See that you 
walk worthy of the Lord? burhow? in the fear of the Lorg, 
and'in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt; let theſe two goroge- 
ther, So ſhall you adorn the Dottrine'of Gcd our Savicur : 
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and experience,the Heavenly felicity of a Chriſtians life:while 


Holineſs is made the Burr of others Perſecurion, do you make 


it the white, the mark, of your proſecution z that you live it | 


up, as much as orhers cry :t down, O watch, and keep your 
Garments about youu z the plain,. but comely clothing of hu. 
miliry, the ſeamleſs Coat of Chriſtian unity , rhe ſtrair and 
cloſe Garment of ſtrifneſs, mortification and Self-denial,the 
warm Winter-garment of love and charity,this Garment wilt 
keep you warm in the Winter : love will not, be qnenchett 
by the Waters, nor cooled by the nipping Froſts of perſecu- 


tion and oppoſition. Cleave faſt ro Chriſt,never let go your 


hold ; cling the faſter, becauſe ſo many are labouring to 
knock off your fingers, and looſen your hold, Hold faſt your 
Profeſſion, hold faſt your Integrity , hold faſt the beginning 
of your confidence ſtedfaſt to the end : If = do bur keep 
your hold, and make good your ground, and keep your way; 
all char the World can do , and all that the powers of dark 


neſs can do, can never do you harm. Keep your own Vin- 


1ard with conftant care and watchfulneſs-, and be ſure tha 
there be no Irroad made upon your conſciences, that the E; 
remy do nor get between you and home, berween your ſouls 


' and God ; and then ler who or what will aſſail you without, 


younecd not fear : let this be your daily exerciſe , to keep 
vour conſciences void of offence,; keep fair weather at home 
however it be abroad. But I would not only, that you ſhould 
walk bolily,but hat you ſhould walk comfortably : But I neet 
ſay the leſs ro this , becauſe rhe fear of the Eord , and the 
comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, dolie rogether. Oh the provi 
fron God hath made for your continual joy and comfort! 
cear Brethren , do but underfiand your own bleſſedneſs, 
happy men thar you are, if you did bur know and confide 
ir 5 who would count himſelf poor and miſerable thar hath 
All rhe fulnefs of the Godhead for his : ſound in this deep: 
can you find any bottom ? take the heighth of rhe Divine 
Perfe&ions if you can , till then you cannot tell your own 
feliciry, Take a ſervey of Immenſity, tell me the longirude 
or laritude of infinite goodneſs and mercy , of the Eternal 
Diety : if you can dothis, you may gueſs at your own hap- 
pineſs. Oh Chriſtians } live like your ſelves, live worthy of 
your Portion, of your Priviledge, and your glorious preroga- 

five, 
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tives. I am in haſte, and it is time for me to end 3 how«s 
ever, that you may, walk-worthy of your glorious hopes, and 
may live anſwerably to the mercies you have received from 


above, is the greatdefire of 


Tour Souls fervent well wiſher in the bonds 
of affliction and tribvlation. 


Prom the Priſon at Juelcheſter, 
September 18. 1663. 


JOS. ALLEINE.- 
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LETTERS IX. 
[ Eaxfie Suff:rings.”] 


Tothe moſt Lovin and Beloved,my Chriſtian Friends 
at Taunton, Salvation : 


Þ 


= Beloved and longed for,my Joy and Crown, for | 
whom I am an Embaſſadour: in Bonds : what thanks 
to render to God in your. behalf, I know not, for your fer- 
vere charity towards me,and all the fervants of my Lord, for 
all your labours of love, for all your. diligence,and boldneſs, 
and reſolution, in owning the deſpiſed ways, and hated 
yants of the Lord Jeſus, in anevil day. .. The-Lord. js not 
righteous to forget this: Is north's upon .record with him, 
and ſealed up among his Treaſures? ſurely the Lord, will 


| have mercy upon Taunton : T have no doubt but that the 


God of yonr Mercies hath yer a choice bleſſing in ſtore for 
you; be not weakned by my Bonds. Glory beto:God in the 


- (36) 

Chriſt upon his Miracles, He bath done all things well; it is 

all as I would have ir, I am fully ſatisfied in my Fathers good 
leaſure. Verily there isno little honour and haypinels,no 
ittle Peace and Privilidge in theſe Bonds, Verily all is true 

that Thave told you of the All-ſufficiency of God, of the ful- 

neſs ofChriſt, of he ſarisfa&orineſs of the promilſesof rhe peace, 

tranquility,conrent,and ſecuriry,that is ro be had in a life of 


' Faith. Surely methinks I ſhould be content to ſeal to theſe 


things ata much dearer rate than this 3. but my gratious Fa- 
ther will not pur me tothe hardeft Leſſon at firſt; oh what 
reaſon have I ro ſpeak good of his name ! whar elſe ſhould 
I doall my days, but love, and fear,and preach, and praife,ſo 
g00d a God? whenT look back upon the gentle dealings of 
God with me, I often think he hath broughr me up as indul- 
gently as Dquvid did Adonijah, of whom iris faid , His Father 
had not diſpleaſed him. T have received nothing but good at 
the hands of the Lord all my days; andnow he doth begin 
ro affli&, I ſee ſo much Mercy in this very Gao), that I muſt 
be more thankful for this than for my proſperity. Surely the 
name of the place is, The Lord zs here : Surely it may be cal- 
led-Pex7e!.. Be ſtrong in the Lord, my Brethren, be parient, 
ſtabliſh your hearrs, for the coming of the Lord draws nigh, 
In nothing be terrified by your adverſaries. Now let thoſe 
that fear the Lord be often ſpeaking one ro another, I hear 
that Satan is praiſing ro ſend more of you after me : I de- 
fire and pray for your liberty : but if any of you be forced 
hither for the the reftimony of the Goſpel, I ſhall embrace you 
wich both arms. Fare you well,my moſt dearly Beloved : be 


perfeR, be of good comforr, be of one mind, liye in peace, 


and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with you. My Bre- 
thren in Bonds ſalure you with much affe&ion, rejoycing to 
behold. your order and the ſtedfaſtneſs- of your Faith in 
Chriſt : ſhare my hearr among you, and know that I am 


Te willing Struant of your Faith aud Foy, 


 Foſeph Aleine. 


From the common Gaol at Juelcheſter, 
Seprember 28, 1663, 


LET- 
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LETTER, X. 


[ The Love of Chriſt. ] 


Tomy Beloved in the Lord, the F lock of Chriſt in 
Taunton, Grace and Peace. + 


MoH Loving and beſt Beloved , | 


Y heart is with you, my affeRions are eſpouſed co you. 
M And methinks I could even ſay with the Apottle, (yo 
are in my heart , to live aud die with you: ) and who can bur 
love where they have received ſo much love (and continuall 
do) as I have from you! the Lord require your love whic 
is great (and if compared with his, bur little) with his which 
15 infinite.z this is a love worthy of your ambirion, org of 
your adoration and admiration. This is the Womb that 
bore you from eternity , and our of which have burſt forth 
all the Mercies,Spiritual and Temporal,that you eryoy. This 
was the love that.choſe yqu, when leſs Offenders, and thoſe 
that being converted, might haye been a hundred fold more 
ſerviceable to their Makers Glory, are left to perifh in their 
fins : May your ſouls be filled with the ſenſe of this love. 
Bur ir may be you will ſay, how ſhall T know if I am anob- 
je& of EleQing love ? leaſt an unbelieving thought ſhould 


damp your jay ; know in ſhorr, that if you have choſen God, 


he hath certaſnly choſen you. Have you taken him for your 
bleſſedneſs ? and do you more highly prize , and more dili- 
gently ſeek after conformiry ro him,and the fruition of him 
than any, than all the goods of this World ? If fo, then away 
with doubts , for you could nor have loved, and have cho- 
ſen him ,' unleſs he had loved you firſt. Now may my Be-, 
loved dwell continually in the thoughts, the views, the taſtes 
of the love. Ger you down under irs ſhadows , and taſte 
its pleaſant Fruits, Oh the Provifions that loye hath mace 
for you, before the Foundation of the World ! Ah filly duſt, 
that ever thou ſhouldeſt be thought upon ſo long before thou 
waſt : thar the centrivances of the infinite Wiſdom, ſhould 
be taken up about thee ! rhat ſuch a Crawling thing, ſuch a 
{3 5 Mite, 


Mire, a Flea , ſhould have the conſvleations of the Erernat 
Diery exerciſed abour'thee ! verily his loye to thee is wonder- 
ful. Lord what is man! thou telieſt us he is Duſt and Varity, 
a worm, notbing, leſs-thin nothing ; how then doſt thou love 


him ! oh wonderful! be aſtoniſhed yea Heavens art this : be 


moved ye ſtrong foandarion of the Earth. Fall down yea El- 
ders,ſtrike up ye Heavenly Quires, and fing = again, Glory 
to God inthe higheſt : for all our ſtrings would crack to reach 
the Notes of love, praiſe, and zdmirarion that this loye 

call for. Ohthar ever emptineſs and vanity, ſhould be thus 
prized ! that Jehovah ſhould make account of ſo worthleſs, 
| aſclefs a thing as man ! that ever baſeneſs *ſhould be thus 
prefcrred! that ever nothing ſhould be thus dignified! that 
ever rottenneſs ſhould be thus advanced, a Clod, a ſhaddow, 
Parſheard, ſhould be thus glorified ! Oh Brethren, ſtudy 1 
beſcech you, not to requite or retaliare (there's _— 
biliry,and blaſpeny in ſuch a thought) bur to admire and imi- 
rate his love. Let love conſtrain you, ler love put you npon 
doing , and prepare you for ſuffering; forget not a loveſo 
memorable, undervalue not a love ſo nnvaluable; I would 
have youall the captives of love: may the cords of love draw 
you towards, and knit you to your Redeemer 3 may the di- 
yided ſtreams be united in him. Alas, that our ſouls are fo 
narrow, that the Waters are ſo ſhallow with us! how lirtle, 
how very little would our love be, it he had icall, infinitely 
lefs than the. Glow-worm to the Sun , or the Artome to the 
Univerſe? and have weany of this little to ſpare for him ? 6h 
that we mighr love him wirh our little All! that all our little 
powers were ingage@ for him! Brethren, here is no exceſs : 
oh love the Lord ye his Saints! he is worthy for whom you 
ſhall do this. Do but think whar Joye hath done for you,and 
think if you can, whar it means te do for you. This is the 
love that yarned upon yeu, when in your Blood no eye pity- 
ing you, This is the love that rook you up when you wete 
Robbed, and wounded, and left for dead,and poured in Wine 
and Oyl into your wounds. This is that love that reprieved; 
and ſpared, and pardoned , when the Law had condemned 


you,and Juſtice would have had you delivered up; and your þ 


Self-condemning conſciences-gave up all for loſt, concluding 
there was no hope. This is the love , the expenſive love 
'* | EE. IS > rhat 
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zhar bought you from rhe power of darkneſs, from the ererna 


- burnings , the devouring fire in which you muſt ocherwiſ@ 


have dwelt. Do ”=_ nor remember how you were hungry, 
and ir fed you, naked and it cloathed you , ſtrangers and ir 
rook you ingfick and ir viſited you,in Priſon andt came unto 
you ? you were dead and arealive , - you were loſt and ae 
found. And me thinks I ſee how love runs ro meet you,and 
falls upon your necks, and kiſſerh the Lips thac deſerve to be 
loathed, and rejoyces 6ver you, and makes a Feſtival,and as 
it were a Holiday in Heaven for you , inviring Angels to re- 
joyce, And ifthefriends do rejoyce, how much more doth 
the father ? for ſaith he, Theſe my Sons were dead and are alive, 
were loſt aud are found, Oh melting loye ! ah Brethren,how 


 Nrangeis rhjs, thar our recovery ſhould be Heavens rriaumph, 


the joy of God and Angels. That this love ſhould feaſt us,and 
feaſt over ws, and our Brrth-day ſhould be kept in Heaven : 
that rhis ſhould be rhe round ar Heavens Table, and the bur- 
den of the Songs above : [ For this my Son was dead, and is 
alive,) and well, what remains bur that you ſhould be ano- 
ther manner of People,than ever yer you have been , more 
Holy, more humble, more even, more reſolved, more liyely, 


'more a&ive ? where is your Zeal for the Lord of Hofts ? will 


ſlender returns ſuffice you in anſwer to ſuch a.love ? God 
forbid. Bur neceſlity calls me off from going any further. 
May the love that choſe yon , and redeemed you , for ever 
dwell in you,and overſhaddow you, and bear you ſafe to the 
Kingdom. In the Holy Arms of Divine Love I defire to 
lcare you. May you live under its daily 1ntluences , and be 
melted and overcome with its warming Beams , with its 
quickning, piercing, powerful Rays. , My moſt dear love, to 
yau al. See that yon live not in a dull, fruitleſs, liveleſs courſe, 

e patient, be watchſul, inſtant m Prayer, fervent in Spirit, 
ſerving the Lord : Iam very healthful and chearful through 


grace: See thar none of theſe things move you that befal us. 
Fare you well my dear Brethren,farewel inthe Lord,lam 


Torts in the ſtrongeſt Bonds of 


Aﬀeftion, and AFuttion, 
Frem the Priſon at Jeulcheſter, 
Qctob. 2g. 1663, JOS. ALLEINE. 
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LETTER, XI. 
[Remember Chriſt crucified, and crucifie Sin. 


To the Faithful aud Well-beloved People, the Servants 
of Chriſt in Taunton, Salvation : , 


Aloft acar Chriſtians, 


] Am by Office a Remembrancer, the Lords Remembrancer 
for you and your Remembrancer in the behalf of Chriſt- 
My butineſs is, with the Apoſtle, to ſtir up your pure minds 
by way of Remembrance. And what or whom ſhould Itc- 
member you of, bur your moft mindful Friend, your Inter- 
ceſſour with the Father, who hath you alwayes in remem:- 
brance, appearing in the preſence of God for you? May his 
Memory ever live in our Hearts, though mine ſhould die: 
Oh Remember his Love more than Wine, Remember in 
what a Caſe he found you, and yet nothing could anihelate 
his Heart, nor diverr the purpoſe ofhis Love from you: He 
loathed nor your Rags nor your Rottenneſs : He found you 
ina loarhſome Vomir and filthineſs, in a naſty and Verminous 
Tarters, ( think not theſe expreſſions too odious : No Pen 
can deſcribe, no Heart can imagine the odiouſneſs of fin in 
his ſfighr, in which you lay and rolled your ſelves as the fil- 
thy Swine in the mire) Yer he piried you,his Bowels were 
moved, and his Compaſlions were kindſed, when one would 
have thought his wrath ſhould have boiled and his indignation 
have burned down to Hell againſt you : he loathed nor;but 
loved you, and waſhed you from your fins in his own Blood : 
Ah monſtrous and pollured Captives? Ah vile and putrid 
Carkaſes ? that ever the holy Jeſus ſhould take the hands 
of you, and ſhould his own ſelf waſh you, and wrinſe yo! 
methinks I ſee him weeping over you; and yet ir was a 
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wore coftly Bath by which he cleanſed you. Ah Sinners! 


| Took upon the ſtreaming Blood flowing our wharm from his 


bleſſed Body , to fetch our the ingrained filthineſs that you 
by fin had contracted. Alas !'what a horrid filthineſs in fin, 
thar nothing but the blood of the Covenant could waſh a- 
way! and whar a love is Chriſts , than when no Sope nor 
Nitr= could ſuffice to cleanſe us, when a whole Ocean could 
not waſh nor purifie us, would opon every vein of his heart 
ro do the work ! look upon yoar crucified Lord : do you not 
ſee a ſacred ſtream flowing our” of every Member ?' Ah, 
how thoſe Holy Hands, thoie unerring Feet do run a ſtream 
to purge us ! Alas, how that innocent Back doth Bleed 
with aruel ſcourgings to ſave ours ! how the grgat drops of 
Blood fall ro the ground from his ſacred Face this mirdcu- 
Tous ſweat , in his bitter and bloody Agony , to waſh and 
beautifie ours ! how his wounded hearts .and fide rwice 
Pierced , firſt with love and pity; and then with Souldters 
cruelly do pour our their healthful and ſaving Flouds upon 
us ? Lord, how do we make a ſhift to forget ſuch a love as 
this! ah mirrors or rather Monſters of ingratitude, that can 
be unmindful of fach a Friend ! do we thus requite him: is 
this our kindneſs to ſuch an obliging friend ! Chriftians, where 
are your affe&ions ? to what uſe do you pur your: faculties ? 
what have you memories for:bur to remember him f Whar 


' have youthe power of loving for ,” but that you ſhould'loye 


him ? wherefore ſerves joy or defire , bur to long for him 
and delightfully ro embrace him ? may your ſouls and all their 
Powers be' taken up with him # May all the little, Dobrs of 
your ſouls be ſet open to him. Herefix your rhoughtshete 
rerminate your defires ; here you may light your Candle an 

kindle your Fire when almoft our. Rub and chafe your 
hearts well with the deep conſideration of the love of Chriſt, 
and it is a wonder if they do not ger ſome warmth.The Lord 
ſhed abroad his love in your hearrs by the Holy Ghoſt : .Oh ! 
that this loye tight, conſtrain,you.! Brethren whar will you 
do now for _Jeſbs Chriſt, 7 Have you never a Sacrifice'rs la 

upon his Altar ?.come , and I will ſhew you whar you ſhaſl 


do, ler your hands be in the blood of your fins, fall foul with 


them , ſcarch them out with diligence , ſearch your hearts 
and your houſes's whatever tuiquities you find there', our 
| ok, he -with 


(42) 
with them , putthetn far from your Tabernacles; if you 
crucifie them-nor, Now are not Jeſus his Friends. 'Godfor- 
bid chat there ſhould be a lying Tongue, or any way of de- 
ceit in your Shops, Thar hus ſervice ſhould give place to the 
World in your Families. Far be i from any of you, my Bre- 
thren, that you ſhould be eareful ro teach your children and 
ſervants the way of your Trades and Callings , and negle& 
to inſtru them in the way of Life, Is weekly Catechifing 
up in every one of your Families? The Lord convince an 
of yon that may be guiliy of this negle@: Oh! ſer up Ge 
in your Houſes ; and ſee that you be not flovenly in Cloſer 
_ ices: beware of ſerving the Lord negligently; 
ervenot i Lord with that which coſts you nothing : look 
to it that you content not your ſelves with a cheap and eafic 
Religion. Pur your fleſh to it : be well aſſured that the Re- 
ligion that cofts you nothing will yeeld you nothing : keep 
up the life of Religion in your Family and Cloſer duties. 
Fear nothing like a cuſtomary and careleſs ormance of 
Gods Service. Judge your own ſelves whether lazie wiſhes, 
idle complaints, and yawning Prayers are like to carry you 
through the mighty difficulties that you muſt get through if 
ever youcofhe to Heaven, When you find your ſelves going 
on in a liftleſs,liveleſs, heartleſs courſe, and have no mind to 
your work , ask your ſelves , is this to rake the Kingdom of 
Heaven by violence, or can I hope to win it without? ſee 
that you ſaciifice your: ſelves to the Lord , thar you deliver 
up your ſelves to him , that now you live to Chriſt himſelf, 


As Chriſt hath made over his life and death to you, To ler it - 


- be your care to live and die ro him : labour to forget your 


ſelves andlook upon all your enjoyments as Chriſts goods ; 
upon your time, parts, ſtrength, as his Talents : look upon 
your ſelves only in the quality of Servants and Stewards that 
are.to hysband all theſe for your Lords advantage, and as . 
thoſe that muſt give an account. And pray for me that 1 
may take the Counſel that I give. Iblefs the Lord, I want 
| bur the opportunity, of being ſerviceable unto you, 
and to enjoy you: butT hope the Lord will make my bonds 
for you to be uſeful ro your edification ; that is the White I 
aim ar, if 1 = glorifie God , and ſerve your Souls beſt b 
being herc, I ſhall neyer wiſh to come out, though I conſe 
iberry 
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liberty of irs ſelf is very precious. Finally, Brethren, Fae- 
wel : be perfe&, beof good comfort, be of one mind, livein 
peace,and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with you, I 
am 


T he ready Servant of your 
Faith and fo), 


Jos. ALLEINE. 


From the Priſox at Juelcheſter, 
Þ... Oftob. 14. 1663. 


My dear Brother Nokg1an ſalutes you tenderly,defiring you 
ro be patienr, to ſtabliſh your hearts , for the coming ot the 
Lord drawerh nigh, _ 


_ - LET- 
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LETTER XII. 
[For daily Self-Examination. ] 


To the woſt Beloved People » the Flock of Chriſt in 
| Taunton , Salvation, | 


r 
IL 


Aoft dear Brethres : Oe in 

I Would my rime were as long as my heart, that I might 
open my {elf ro you ; bur I was not without ſome diſ- 
content diverred , when I was ſetting my ſelf to have Writ- 
ten at large to you. Now I am pinched, however I could 
not leave my dear charge altogerher unvifited, bur muſt 
needs ſalute you in a few Lines. Brethren, how ſtands it 
with you? doth the main work go on ? do your ſouls pro- 
ſper ? This 1s my care, beware that you Flag not, that you 
faint not now in the evil day. I underſtand that your dan- 
gers grow upon you, may your Faith and courage and reſo- 
lution grow accordingly,and much more abundantly to over- 
rop them. Some of your enemies I hear are in great hopes 
to ſarisfie their Luſts upon you : well, be nor diſconraged 
my dear Brethren, bur bleſs the Lord who of his abundant 
Mercy , hat ſo remarkably preſerved you fo long beyond. 
all expeation. Ler ir not be a ſtrange thing to you, if the 
Lord do now call you to ſome difficulty : forſake nor the 
Afſembling of your ſelves together , as the manner of ſome 
is, I plainly ſee the Coal of Religion will foon go our, 
unlefs it have ſome hetrer helps ro cheriſh it, then a Carnal 
Miniſtrie, and lifeleſs Adminiſtration. Dear Brethren, now 
is the time for you that fear the Lord, to ſpeak often one to 
another : manage your duties with what prudence you can, 
bur away with that Carnal prudence, thar will decline duty 
to avoid danger. Is rhe Coramunion of Saints worth rhe 
venturing for ? Shut not up your doors agdinſt Godly Meet- 
ings, 
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ings. I amtold that it is become a hard matter, when a Mi- 
niſter is willing to take pains with you to ger plate : Far be 
this from you my Brethren. Whar,ſhut out the World! fup- 
poſe there be ſomewhat more danger to him thar gives the 
Miniſter entertainment ? Is there nor much more advantage 
accordingly ? did not 0bed Edom, and his Houſe, get the bleſ- 
fing by entertaining the Ark there ? or do you think God hath 
never a Bleſſing for thoſe that ſhall wich much Self-denial en- 
rertain his Meſſengers, his Saints, his Worſhip ? are you be» 
lievers, and yet are aftraid you ſhall be looſers by Chriſt ? do 
you indeed not know that he that runs moſt hazard for 
Chriſt, doth expreſs moſt love to Chriſt, and ſhall receive the 
greateſt reward? away with that unbelief , that prefers'the 
preſent ſafety, before the future glory. 

I left you ſome helps for daily Ezamination, I am jealous 
feaſt you ſhould grow ſlack, and ſlight, and careleſs in that 
duty, Let me ask you' in the name 6f the Lord , doth rie- 
ver a day paſs you, but you do ſolemnly and ſeriouſly call 
your ſelves to an account , what your carriage hath been ro 
God and. Men'? ſpeak conſcience , Is there never an one 
within the hearing of this Letter , that is a negleRer of this 
duty ? doth every one of your Conſciences acquit you ? Oh 
that they did ! oh that they could ! tell me,would nor ſome 
of you be pur ſhrewdly to ir , if I ſhould ask you when you 
read or thought over the Queſtions that were given you for 
your help ? and would you nor be pur to a bluſh, re give 
me an anſwer ? And will you not be much more aſhamed, 
thar God and Conſcience ſhould find you tardy ? nor that I 
would neceſſarily bind you up to that very Method, only till 
you have found a way more profitable: I would defire you, 
yea, mechinks I cannor but deeply charge you,ro make dai- 
Iy uſe of that. Awake conſcience , and do thou fall upon 
that Soul that thou findeſt careleſs in this work, and never let 
him be arreſt ill chou eanſt witneſs for him, that he is a daily 
and ſtrif obſerver of himſelf, and doth live in the conſtanr 
praice of this duty. What ſhall r:eicher Gods charge, nor 
your promiſe, nor profit hold you to your work ? yer T ma 
not doubr , but ſome of you do daily perform this duty, 
The Lord incourage you in it : yet give me leaye to ask you 
what you have gained? are you grown more wy CON- 

Cie» 
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ſciences,more ftri&, more humble, and more ſenſible of your 
many and great defe&s, then you were before ? If fo, bleſſed 
are you of the Lord; ifotherwiſe, this duty hath been per- 
forme bur lightly by you. What can you ſay to this que- 
Non ? doth your care of your ways abate,or doth it increaſe, 
by the conſtant uſe of this duty ? If it abate, remember from 
ance ou are fallen;and repent; as good nor do it ar all,as 
not. to the purpoſe. Y AE 
My Pen 1s apt to run, when I am writing unto you. Thbe- 
ſeech you, thar my Letters may nor beas ſo much waſte Pa- 
to youz may they be provocarions to your duty, and 
Medicines ro any corruptions that they meer with ; Oh that 
they might find out mens fins , and cxcite their. graces ! I 
have run much farther than I thought I ſhould have done, 
but now I am called upon, and muſt ſhut up, The Lord 
God be a Sun and a Shield ro you. My moſt dear Love to 
you all; fare you well in the Lord, I am 


Your Embaſſader in Bonds, 
JOS: ALLEINE; 


From the common Gaol ar Fue!- 
cheſter, Otfober 20. 1663. 


LET: 
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LETTER, VIIT. 
[Motives and Marks of Growth. 


To the moſt Loving, and beft Beloved, the Servants 
. of Chriſt in Taunton, Grace and Peace 2 


Moſt dear and tender Friends : 


WW Hoſe I am, and whom under God I defire to ſerve; 
ro build you up in Holineſs, and comfort hath been 
chrough grace my great ambition. This is that which I labour- 
ed for}; this is thar which I ſuffer for : and in ſhort the end 
of all my applications to you,and to God for yon, How do 
your Souls proſper? art they in a thriving caſe ? what pro- 
greſs do you make in SanRification ? doth the houſe of Saul 
grow weaker and weaker,and the houſe of Davzd ſtronger and - 
ſtronger ? beloved,Idefire to be jealous of you with a ww 
jealouſte , leſt any of you ſhould loſe your ground in theſe 
declining times : and therefore cannor bur be ofren callin 
upon you to look to your ſtanding, and to watch and hofd 
faſt, tharno man take your Crown. . Ah! how furely ſhall 
' youreap in the endif you faint not ! take heed therefore that 
you loſe not rhe things you have wroughr, bur as you have be- 
gun well, ſo go on in the ſtrength of Chriſt,and give diligence 
to the full aſſurance of hope to the end, *cis your thriving, 
I tell you, I drive ar. 
Do you need Moxives ? } 1. How much are you bebind-hand? 
Oh, the fair advantages that we have loſt ! what rime, what 
bborths, Sermons, Sacraments, are upon the marrer loſt ? 
w much work have we yet to do ? are you ſure of Heaven 
'et? are you fit todie yet ? ſurely they that are in ſo much 
overty, under ſo many great wants, had need to ſet upon 
ſome more thriving courſes, | _ 
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Secondly , Conſeder what others have gained , whilſt we it 
may be ſit down by the loſs : Have we noc met many Veſlels 
richly laden, while our Souls are empty ? Oh, the rich Boo- 
ties, the golden Prizes that ſome have won , while we have 
folded rhe hands to fleep! have nat many of our own ſtand- 
ing in Religion left us far behind them ? 

Thirdly, Conſider what a ſpending time there is.coming : Aﬀ- 
fAiition and Tribulation ſeem to be nor far from you : had 
you not need to be well ſtocked againſt ſuch 4 day? go to 
the 4nt thou ſluggard,ſhe layeth up her mear in the Summer, 
Happy man that can ſay to his Soul on guod grounds , whar 
he vainly ſpake , Thou haſt much goods laid np for many years : 
Who will nor Vi&ual the Caſtle againſt che Siege? and the 
Ship againſt rhe Voyage ? 

Fourthly, Conſider you will find all little enough when you 
cometo die : the Wiſe among the Virgins have no Oyl to ſpare 
at the coming of the Bridegroom : diſtreſs and temprations, 
and dearh will put all your Graces to it. How much ado 
have many poor Saints had ar laft ro pur into this harbour ? 
Davw7d crics fot reſpite till he had recovered a little more 
ſtrength. | | 

Fitthly, Conſider how little it will avail you to thrive zn your 
Eſtates,and not thrive in your Souls : Poor Gehaxz, whar did 
he ger by it when he gained Nzamans Talents, and came off 
wirh his Leprofie ? 

Sixthly, Conſider bow ſhort your time for gathering in proba- 
bility is: tlie Iſraelites gathered twice ſo much Manna againſt 
the Sabbath as they did ar other rimes, becauſe at that rime 
rhere was no Manna fell. Brethren, you know not how long 
you have ro lay infor. 

Seventhly , Conſider Gods expectations are great from you : 
he hath been lopping and pruning you,and now hecboks for 
more fruit : he hath had you for ſome rime under his more 
ſeverer Diſcipline, and therefore expe&s you ſhould be ber- 
rer proficient : he hath tried new means with'you, and is 
come to you witha Rod; and he will be angry with a witneſs 
if he do not find you now ro mend, Times of Afﬀiitions 
uſe ro be gaining times to Gods People 3 God forbid that 
you aJone ſhould be loſer<, 


Do 
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Do you ask, for mirks how you may know your ſouB be in 
a thriving caſe? _ | Oo RR 

Firſt, If your appetites be more flrong. Do yourhirſt after 
God, and afrer grace,more than heretofore ? do your-cares 
' for and defires afrer. the Workd abate? and do.you hunger 
and thirſt afrer righteouſneſs ! whereas you were wont to 
come with an ill-will ro holy duties, do you come to them as 
a hungrie Scomach to its Meats ?. -- 0 tes 

Secondly, If your Pulſes meat more even; Are you ſtill off 
and on, her and cold. Or is there a more even ſpun thred 
of holineſs through your whole courſe? do you make good 
che ground from which you were formerly often -beaten 
off? - | | | 
Trirdly, If your Natural heat do grow move vignro»s, and your 
digeſtion more quick, Do you take more norice of God in eve- 
ry thing, than heretofore ? and ler none of his works, nor: 
words pa(s withour ſome careful attention,-and obſervation ? 
do you ponder upon, and pray ovet his Word, and his Pro- 
vidences ? | : | 

Fourthly ,, If you do look mure to the Compaſs , and latitude 
of Religion, and mind more than ever, the carrying on tog*ther 
the duties of both Tables. Do you-not only look to the keep- 
ing if your qwn Vineyards, but do you begin ro look more 
abroxd,and to lay out your ſelves for the gaod'of others, and 
are filled with zealous defires for their converſion, and falva-., 
tion ? do you manage your talk and your Trade, by the rules: 
of Religion ? . _ | 

Do you ear and ſleep by rule? doth Religion form, and 
mould, and dire& your carriage rowards Husband; Wife, Pa- 
rents, Children, Maſters, Servants ! do you grow more uni- 
verſaliy conſciencious ? Is piety more diffuſive than ever with, 

ou,doth ir come more abroad with you,out'of your Cloſſers 

nro your Houſes, your Shops, your Fields? doth ir journey 
with you, and buy and (ell for you ? hath ir the caſting voice 


4 


in au you do ?. | | 
 ."*fthly, If the duties of Religion be move exfie , (wont , and 
delightful to you. Do you take more d:lipht in the Word 
than ever ? are you more in love with ſecret Prayer , and 
more abundant in ir ? caanor you he content with your or- 
dinaty Seaſons, bur are ever and andn miking evrracedinary 

NO | D Vifars, 
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Vifirs ro Heaven ? and-upon all occaſions turning afide tg 
ralk with God in ſome ſhort Ejaculations ? are. you. often 
_ dartiogypyour ſouls Heaven-warxds ? Is ir mear and drink of 
_ You, t@ do the Willof God ? pick gov come off more free] 
with God,and-anſwer his Calls, and open art his knocks, with 
more Alacrity and readineſs of mind ? 

-Srxthly, If you are more abundant 7u thoſe duties which ar 
voſt 4 eaſing to the Fleſh. Are you more earneſt upon the 
+: dury of :Mortification ?- are you more ſtri& and ſevere than 

ever inthe duty of daily Selt-cxamination,and holy Mcdit. 
tion? do you hold the Reigns harder upon the Fleſh than 
ever ? do you keep a ſtrifter watch upon your Appetites! 
- do you ſera ſtronger guard upon your Tongues ? have you; 
more jealous eye upon your hearts ? 
Sevently, If you grow more-vile in your own eyes. Pride is ſuch 
a choaking Weed, that nothing will proſper naer ir. Do you 
grow more out of love with mens efteem, and fer leſs by ir? 
are you nor marvellous tender of being flighted ? can you 
rejoyce co ſee others preferred before you? can you heartily 
valuc, and love them that think meanly of you ? 
Eighthly ,. 1/ you grow more quick of ſenſe,more tender of ſn- 
aing, more ſenſible of Divine influences, or withdrawings. Are 
you more aftraid of fin than ever ? are your fins a greater 
Pain to you than heretofore ? are your very infirmiries, your 
great affii&ions ? and the daily workings of corruption a con- 
tigual grief of mind ro you ? 

Ninthly, Ifyou are afted more by love to God and Faith 11 thi 
Promiſes. Fear is a flaviſh principle : do you find that youare 
acd leſs by fear,and more by love ? do you look more fre- 
quently ro the things nor ſeen than cver ? anddoth the World 
abate in your eſteem? do _u g£0 more our of your ſelves! 
do you live upon Chriſt as the Spring of your life, and make 
more uſe of him upon all occafions.than ever ? do you prize 

_ the Promiſes more, and hug and imbrace them with greater 
dcarneſs , and live more upori them. 

Tenthly , 1f you grow of a more publick Spirit, A ſelfiſh 
Spirit 1s unworthy of a Chriſtian”: are the common concern- 
ments of Gods Glory,and the proſperity of the Church, much 
upon your hearts ? will it no way content you-to dwell in 
plenty, peace, and fſafery your ſelves , excepr you-may ſee 

peace 
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peace upon Iſrael ? do the wounds in Gods Name and Glory 
go deep into you? are the fins of others your ſorrows ? 

Time, and room, and ftrengrh fails roadd means too, as 
I intended. I haverreſpaſſcd in length already,may theſe be 
helps ro yau to put you forward, and to help you in diſcern- 
ing your growth. I muſt conclude abruply, and commend 
you ro God wich my dear loyes to youlll, I rake leave, and 
can only tell you that Iam, 


Tours in the Lord feſus, 
JOS. ALLEINE; 


From the Priſon at Juelcheſter, 
Odtob. 31. 1663. 
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LETTER XV. 
[ Perſwaſion to Sinners, and comfort to Saints] 


To my drarly Beloved, the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Taunton, Grace, Mercy, avd Peace from God on 
Father, and the Lord 7eſus Chriſt. 


Meſs dearly Beloved : 


[| Have been through mercy many years with you , and 
ſhould be willingly ſo many years a Priſoner for you, 
I might eminently and effeRually further your Salvation. ! 


muſt again, yea again, and again thank you for your abun- 


dant and intire affeRions ro me , which value as a grea 
mercy, not in order to myſelf, if I know my own heart, but 
in order to your benefit, as I may thereby be a more likely, 
Inſtrument to further your good. Surely, ſo much as I 

value your love, which is not a little, yer had I rather (ifl 
am not unacquainted with my ſelf be forgotren and forſ 
ken of you all, and buried in oblivion, So that your eye 
and hearts might be hereby fixed on Chriſt , and- fincerely 
engaged ro him. Brethren, I haye not beſpoken your affe- 
Rions for my ſelf: O thar 1 m_ win your hearts univer- 
ſally rs Jeſus Chriſt, though T had loſt them for ever! O that 
I might be inſtrumental to convert, you to him though you 
were diverted from me. I am perſwaded that T ſhould much 
rather chooſe tobe hatcd of ail , ſo this might be the means 
ro have Chriſt honoured , and ſer up ſavingly inithe hearts 
of you all. And indeed there K nothing great bur in ofder 
ro' God ; nothing is much —— conſiderable as it is 
terminated in us : It matrers not wherher we are in Riches 
or poverty, in fickneſs or Health, in honour or diſgrace, 


ſo Chriſt may be by us , magnificd in rhe condition we are 
in 


my ft a ll... 
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in, Welcome Priſon and Poverty, welcome Scorn and En- 
vy, welcome pains or contempr, if by theſe Gods glory may 
be moſt promored. What are we for bur for God ? what 
doth the Creature fignifie ſeparated - from his God ? why 
juſt ſo much as the 6”, xe ſeparated from the Figure , or 
the letrer ſrom rhe Syllable, we are nothing or nothing worth; 
bur in reference to God and his ends. Better were it that we 
had never been, than that we ſhould not be to him. Bet- 
ter that we were dead than we ſhould live, and nor to him. 
Betrer that we had no underſtandings than that we ſhould 
not know him. Better that we were Blocks and Bruits than 
that we ſhould not uſe onr Reaſon for him. Whar are our In- 
tereſts unleſs as they may be ſubſervient to his Intereſt ? or 
our eſteem or reputation,unleſs we may hereby glorific him ? 
do you love me ? ] know you do: but who is there thar will 
leave hiz ſins for me? I mean ar my requeſts : with whom 
ſhallI prevail to give up himſelf in ſtrifneſs and (elf denial 
ro the Lord? who will be intreared by me to ſet upon ne- 
gle&ed duties, or reform accuſtomed fins? O wherein may 
you rejoyce me? in this, in his, my Brethren, in this you 


ſhall befriend me,it you obey the voice of God by me, if you 


be prevailed with ro give your ſelves uP throughly ro the Lord? 
would you lighten my burden ? would you loofen my bonds? 
would you make glad my heart ? ler me hear of ycur own- 
ing the ways and fervants of the Lord in adverſity, of your 


coming in , of your abiding and patient continuing in the 


ways of holineſs. O that I could but hear thar the prayer- 
leſs Souls, rhe prayerleſs Families among you, were now gi- 


yen to prayer ! that the profane finner would be awakened, 


and be induced by the preaching of theſe Bonds, which here- 
rofore would nor be prevailed with,to leave their drunkenneſs 
their looſe company, their [ying and deceit, and Wanton- 
nets, by all the threarnings of God that cou'd be pronounced 
againſt them , nor all the beſeechings, wooings, and entrea- 
rics that I was able to uſe with them} will ycu not be mage 
clean? when ſhall ir once ve? how long ſhall che pazience of 
God wait for you? how long ſhall the Lord Jeſis ſtretch onr 
his hands toward you ? O finners, caſt your ſelves into {:'s 
Arms? Why ſhould you die? Why will yey forſake vor r 
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own Mercy? will you periſh when mercy wooes you ? con- 

feſs and forſake your fins,and you ſhall find mercy : will you 

part with Chrift, and (ell your Sonls ro perdition for a little. 

eaſc and delighr ro your fleſh ? or alittle of rhe gain of un. 

righteouſneſs? or a lirtle Ale or vain mirth, or looſe com. 


uy ? why thefe are the things that part berween Sinners - 
Chri 


iſt, 

I know many are ſpun wirh a finer thred, and are not fo 
far from the Kingdom of God,as the praycrleſs, ignorant, Sab- 
bath-breaking, intemperate fort are, Bur I muſt-onee again 
warn you of ſtaying in the Suburbs of the Ciry of Refuge. 0 
whar pity is it that any ſhould periſh at rhe Gates ! that any 
ſhonld-eſcape the pollutions of, the world and do many things, 

yea, and ſuffer it may be roo,and yer ſhould fall ſhort oft 
glory of God, for want of a through work of grace ! Oh you 
halring Chriſtians , that halr berween Chriſt and the World, 
that are as wing like a Cake not turned, dow: baked, Pro- 
feſſors, that have Lamps without Oyl, that cry, Lord, Lprd, 
bur donor the will of our Father which is in Heaven! how 
' long will you ſtay in the;place of the breaking forth of Chil. 
dren? and ſtick becween the Womb and the World ? your 
Religion will carry you among the profane deſpiſers of God. 
lineſs, but do own the people of the Lord , and do love the 
Miniiters and Ordinances, therefore all is well. T tel] you,God- 
lineſs is a hearr-work , it goes deep, and ſpreads far : unte(s 
the frame of your hearts , and the drifrs of your. courſe he 
changed, unleſs you be my conſcientious,and unrefer- 
vedly delivered up to the Lord for all rimes, and conditions 
whatever be the coſt, you are none of Chriſts, how far ſoever 
you go in common workings and external performances, Hear 
then, O people, and ler.nor profaneneſs ſwallow you up : ler 
not an almoſt Chriſtianiry deceive you, orignorance carry you 
blindfold ro perdirion. Oh the thouſands,and ren thouſands 
that have been nridone by one of theſe! Ah how often have 
you been warned apainſt rhem, leaſt you ſhould ſplit againſt 
theſe dangerous Rocks. O Fer»/alem, Feruſalem, ſaid Chriſt, 
and O Taunton, Taunton, may I ſay from him, how often? 
who can tell how ofren, would Gods ſervants have gathered 
you, and you would not ? many, very many of you would. 
nor. But will you now ? will you yet come in ? gfe am 
| Sn orbear 
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Ferbear once more, even out of the-Priſon to call afrer poor 
Sinners, and make one tender of mercy more. O come to 
the Warers of Life,waſh you, make you clean; read with 
diligent obſervation, the melting paſſages, Prov. 1.22, to the 
end, Iſa. 1."16, 21, Ifa, 55. 6, 10. Oh obdurare Sinners, if - 
none of rizeſe rhings move you ! © , : 

Bur for you, whoſe very hearts are ſer againſt every in, 
and are deliberately reſolved for God and Holineſs before all 
the Worlds delight ; you that have experience of a rhorow - 
change , and are broyght to have reſpe ro all Gods Com- 
mandments,who will have none bur God for your —_— 
none bur Chriſt for your Treafure-, that-muſt and wilt have - 
him, eome what will come, bleſſed areyou of the Lax 9 O 
happy Souls rejoyce in the Lord, arid again; I'ſay, Rejoyce t 
ont win Souls magnifie the Lord, and your __ ts rejoyce in-- 
God your Saviour. Live you a life of praiſe, you are highly” 


| favonred of the Lord , your Lines-are+fallen in a pleafarit- 


place : only ſtick-you faſt to your Thoice :* Beware left arty - 
man beguile you of your reward: warch-and keep your Gar- 
ments about you ;7 left you walk/neked,- and men ſee your: 
ſhame. _ will -be/placking 'ro-pult you our of Chrifts- 
hands 3 but the hatder they pluck; theharder do yourcling;' 
and cleave to him ,-and the hold faſt do you take of 
him : Bleſſed is he rhar overcomerh; ©: ft i ni 
And now rhe God of Heaven fill yowall wirhhimfelf, and 
makeall Grace to abound in you; 'and:roward you; and thar-- 
he-may be a Sun'ro comfort you; and a Shield of proteRion-: 
to you, and ſhine with his happy Beams of Grace and Glory 
on you'all : Farewel in the Lord, Tam ' 2:71 1 RW 


 , Tonrrin the Bindi of the Gofoel, | 
$i JOSEPH ALLEINE. 
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72 LETTER, XVI. 
.: x2: [How to liveto God. 


To the Relived People,.the Inhabitants of the Town of 
; Taunton, Grace and Peace : 

Aloft tnileared Chriftians,” | 
Ty tel you -1 love'-and long for you ſeems ſomewha 

- - needleſs. ; F cannor'doubr of your confidence that you 
haye adeep.ſhare in my tengdereſt afﬀfeRjons : for this Jer my 
labouxy amongyou, andthe hazards for you ſpeak', rather 
that E gp(clf, -Beloved,-I gm, withour a Complement the 
deyored fervant of your:ſonis proſperity, and the intereſ} of 
Chriſt 48! you ; may the Lord Jeſus be (et up higher in your 
hearts 3 may his nameever live in yoy,and be magnified by 
you, and I have what Iask. --It rhis work be not-promored a- 
mong you, I ſhall accent allmy letrers butwaſte Paper, and 
all my pains bur laſt; Jahour.Brethren, I beſeech you,rhar none 
. of you live to your ſelves, for this weredircRly to croſs the- 
very end of Chriſt's death : for ' therefore he- died rhat, you 
ſhould nor live:ro your-(elyes,.'2 Cor.: 5.15, Oh live to him 
that died for you | live-to him that is the God of your life! 
live ro him that bought your; lives with the expenſe of his 
own-! To;him' that'bought 'you from deſtruRion ; and not 
only (6, bur boughr-your-names into rheerernal Inheritance, 
reſerved in the Heavens for you. - Will-a man be cafily per- 
ſwaded to loſehis life ? -how-infinitely render are men here! 
And yer in the worſt ſence rhe moſt of men.do: loſe rheir 
lives, yea, loſe them for nothing. Beloved, confider, I be 
ſeech you, thavr life is loſt, that isnot lived unto God. If ycu 
would not loſe your lives that you live,ſee to him who js the 
end of your lives, Oh remember this, and reckon that day loſt 
which you have not lived nnto God! Brethren, how great 4 
part of our lives have we really, alas! too too really loſt? 1 
beſcech you take heed : here you are catefulabour many 
things , bur be beware that other things donor pur out this 
which ſhould be the main of your cares, to wit, the ſpend- 
ing your days and ſtrength for him rhar made you. Would 


it nct be dreacful for a man to fird ar laſt when he comes 
to 
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to his account with God, thar his whole life, or at leaft the 
main of-it had been bur damnable ſelf-ſeeking. That a man 
ſhould have ſo many years allowed him by God,and he ſhould 
at Jaſt be found ro have been bur a falſe and wicked fervanr 
tharhad ſer up for himſelf with his Maſters ſtock,and aliena- 
ted his goods, and turned them to his own uſe ? Well, that, 
you may —_ learn the grand leflon' of living unto God, 
rake.theſe Counſels. 
birſt, Serele 7t wpox your beart that 78 1s the ſum of all your 
buſineſs and bleſſedneſs to live unto God : 'Tis your buſineſs; 
for his pleaſure you are and were created : what have you: 
elſe to do bur to ferve your Maker in your general and par- 
ricular Callings? what was the Candle made for ({aith one). 
burtro be'burnt ? beloved, what elfe have you ſtrength for, 
but for God ? doth he maintain ſervants,and ſhall nor he looke 
for their Work? Would you endure ir rhat the ſervants thar 
you find with meat and wages ſhould ſer up for themſelyes, 
that they ſhould:eac your bread and all the while do rheir 
own Work ? beleyed, Gods ſervice is your buſine(s, and ke 
wade you and keeps you for no other end; and it is your 
bleſſedneſs roo. Labour ro be under the rooted convigion of 
this. prikciple, rhar your very happineſs lies in | ep and 
honouring of God. Ler the ſenſe of this live freſh upon your 
hearts, and ir wilt regulate your whole courſe. 
' Secondly, Remember what a dangerous, yea, damnablething 
zt is to live your ſelves: To make ir our main care and bufi- 
neſs to' pleaſe and gratifie our ſelves , or to have-applauſe 
from and reputation with others,or to grow rich in the world, 
and greaten our ſelves and poſterity, is the certain'evidence 
of a graceleſs hearr. And though the Godly do make God their 
principle end in general, yet they muſt know,thar for ſo much 
of their-lives as 1s ſpent befides, rhis end (which is rob roo 
much} they ſhall ſuffer lols. | ED 
- Thirdly, Labour to beep alive upon your ſelves a deep ſenſe of 
your ſtrong obligations to Good, Often think with your ſelves 
whar a righteous, what a reaſonable thing ir is, that you ſhould 
with all thar you have ſerve the Lord, Beloved, ſhall nor 
the Veſſel be for rhe uſe of the Porter that made ir ? Shall 
not the ſervant Trade for his Maſter with whoſe goods he is 
catruſted ?' do you not fetch all your bread front Gods door ? 
Is 
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Is not he the Rock that begat you ? the Author of your be- 
Ing and well-being ? is not this he that can crucifie you or 
releaſe you ? can ſave you or damn youat his pleaſure? 'Is ir 
not from him thar you fetch every breath ? your intereſt ob. 
liges you to pleaſe him:Why ſhould Beltſhaz3ars charge be a- 
gainft you ? that rhe God in whoſe hand your breath is, and 


whoſe are all your ways, you have not glorified, Dan.5.23. 


Fonrthly, Do not only intend God as the general end of your 
courſe,but in every ſolemn attion aftually mind your end, Though 
a man need not, cannot think of his Journeys-end ar every 


, yer with care he might come to this in eyery ſolemn . 


aQion, particularly and expreſly to mind his end : a man can- 
not (nor need he) think at every bit thar. he puts into his 
mouth,I will eat this for God: yet he might every time he fits 
down to his Table, remember to car and drink, not to gratifie 
his fleſh,bur to glorifie God, by getting ſtrength for his work. 
you cannot think of irin every ſtep in your Journey 3 bur 
without intending ſome glory to God by ſerving his will m 
your Place and ſtation ? and ſo in your viſits and labours. 
Fifthly, Every morning let this be your fr and firm reſolution, 
1 will ſet forth this day in the Name of God, Yourfirſt and laſt 


thoughts are of greateſt confequence ; and therefore I adviſe- 


you to begin and end with this : when ever you lie down, 
fay in your ſelves,I will make uſe of my Bed as an Ordinance 

God,rhar a Servant of his may be refreſhed and firred for 
his work : when ever you riſe up, think T will ſpend this day 
for God, and follow the bufineſs of my calling,becauſeT am ſe 
appoimed by God, Ztch. 10. 12. And they ſhail walk up and 
down in his Name,ſaith the Lord,%c. 


Beloved, I defign the ſweerneſs and comfort-, 28-well My 


Kri&nels of your lives. Live ro God as you are direted,and 
you ſhall marvellouſly proſper in both. ' 1 ara nor ſure yet, 
whether or no I ſhall ſee you at the Afſizes, which I earneſt- 
ty defireto do. T leave all things to our Fathers wiſe diſpo- 
Q1, and commending you to God, I divide my Joves among 
you,and ſo reſt 3h 
Yonrs in the bonds of the Lord Feſlis, 


From the Priſon at Jeulcheſter, - 
Nov. 14. 1663. JOS. ALLEFNE. 
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LETTER, XVIt. 


[Motivesto ſet our ſelvesto pleaſe God.] 


Tomy meſt Dearly Beloved, the Servants of Chriſt 
iz Taunton, Grace and Peace. (Ir 


AMeſt dear Chriftians, | 
Our Priſoner in the Lord ſaluteth you with all dearneſs-; 
you are the care of my heart, the defire of ty Eyes, 
the joy of my Bonds , and the ſweet of my liberty. Tam 
" much ſatisfied in the wiſe diſpoſa] of our Heavenly Father, 
wherher he ſee it good for me to be a Bond-man, or a Free- 
mar, fo I way bur ſerve your Sovls to the greateſt adveritage. 
Methinls I begin to feel in my ſelf, more than ever the bene- 
fir of your Prayers 3 rhe influences of Heaven, through the 
riches of Free-Grace (to which alone be the Praiſe )-Heing 
mote fully ſenfible , and ſweet upon me, T hope the Lurd 
will reſtere'us ohe to another in his time, much berter than 
we parred; in the mean time, ſee that you'ſtand faſt in rhe 
hope of the Goſpel. The Lord raketh infinire carefor you,” 
ſee that it be your'care, the care of your very hearts, to pleaſe 
the Lord : Ser your hearrs ro it as the buſineſs of your 
lives, and the very end of your beings, to walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all well-pleafing. Ser home on your ſelves ſuch 
conſiderations as theſe. h 77 

Firſt, It 7s the very buſine(s you were made for, and ſent into 
the world for, to pleaſe your Maker, For his pleaſure you are, 
and were Create, . Why ſhould the Lord repent rhathe had 
made you? Gen.6.6, Whar treacherous and damnable faſhood 
is this, that when the Lord hath: given us Breath and Being, 
and ſent us into the World on purpoſe on his ſervice, we 
ſhould like falſe and wicked ſervants , ſet up for our ſelves ? 

why ſhould your Creator ſay, he hath made you in vain ? 
w, | Secondly, 
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Secondly, If you ſet yoir hearts to pleaſe the Lord,you are ſare 
you ſhall pleaſe him. It is not ſo with men, all the eare inthe. 
World will not ſuffice to pleaſe ſome men, How .often do 
Princes forſake their greateſt Favourites? ſo thar if you ſet 
ro pleaſe men , you are not ſure roatrain your end ar laſt 3 
yea,rather you are ſure not roartain ir. Bur if the Lord doth 
ſec your very hearts be ſer to pleaſe him, he will accept you, 
thaugh you-come ſhort, 2 Cor.8. 12. Read tharsſweer paſſage, 
2 Chron. 6. 7Se -.. + | 

Thirdly, It will be 2 certain fegn of your ſincerity , when the 
pleaſing of the Lord is your greateſt buſineſs, Phil. 1. 20, To 
ſuch rhe Promiſe runs , 1/2. 56. 4, 5. Ir is a diſtinguiſhing 
evidence, truly to ſeek and prize Gods'fayour ,, more then 
Corn Wine, Pſal. 4+ 6, Jo == ” 

Fourthly , This will ſet all in order, and bring all your buſi- 
neſs to a Head, when you bave ſet down this as the one thing ne- 
ceſſary,that you are reſolved to pleaſe the Lord, this will regulate 
your whole lives, and bring all your buſineſs into a little compaſs, 
A Chriſtian hath bur one thzng to do in all condirions,and thar 
: Is to carry it ſo in his preſent ſtate, as that he may pleaſe 
. God, A man-pleafer : 0 bow many. hath. be to pleaſe ' whar 
an endleſs workhath ſuch an one to do? 

Fifchly, Confider but how careful the Man-pleafping Paraſite, 
aud time-ſerving Hypocriteis to pleaſe men : and ſhall not we 
take as much care. to pleaſe our God? oh how doth the flat- 
rering Courtier ſtudy the humour of his Prince ! be you as 
carefulro ſtudy,and to be acquainted, with the mind of God. 
Whar will not men do to (ſcrew themſelyes into the favour 
of the Mighty ? oh that you were but as diligent, and un- 
wearied, and punQyal in your endeayours,ro ger and to keep 
the favour of the Almighty ! | | : 

Sixthly, Conſider whoſe fguonr or diſpleaſure is of that conſe- 
gyence to you, as the Lords isof, What if men ſhould be an- 
gry with you, have they the Keys of Hell,and of Death? no, 
no,fear them nor. Can they undo your, ſouls? can they ſend 
you to Hell? Alas they cannot, See that you dread' his dif- 
pleaſure thar can. Alas what will, cheir favour avail you? - 
if they be pleaſed,can they ſtand berween the Wrath of Gcd 
and you? can they pardon your fins ?,.{qve your ſovls ? (e- 
cure your Eternal concernments ? where is alt there favour 

or 
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or good will, when they or you come to die ? It will not be 
worth a Ruſh when moſt needed. Therefore beloyed Bre- 
. thren, whatever you do keep in with God. Reſolve upon ir, 
He muſt be pleaſed, though all the World be diſpleaſed. Ler 
it be enough to you to have his good will ; ler this be the 
- Onething that you bend your ſelves to ſeek, and if you ſet ro 

ſeck ir, you may be ſure to find it. The Meſſenger ſtays 
for me, and ſo I muſt hereſhur up my Letter, as Fude doth 
his. Ye Beloved, building up your ; om 1n your moſt holy Faith, 
Praying in the Holy Ghoſt , keep your ſelves in the love of God, 
looking for the Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chrift unto Eternal life, 
Unto his Grace I commend you all , and ſhall add nothing 
but to ſhare my loves among you, and ſo reſt, 


Tour Embaſſador is Bonds, 


Jos. ALLEINE. 
Juelcheſter, November 22. 1663, 


' 
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LETTER, XVIJL, - 
[The Worth of Holineſ,] 


To the Buleved People the Flock of God in Taunton, 


Aſt dear F riends, and Brathren, 


l| Am now a Priſoner of the Lord for you Gentiles , and 
therefore have ſenr theſe few Lines , ro beſcech you by 
theſe Bonds which I gladly e for your ſakes, to hold 
forch , and hold faſt the\Profeſſion of your Faich wichour 
wavcring, The Lord make you ſtedfaſt in the Holy Do- 
Arine wherein you: have been taught. I have not ſhunned 
ro declare unto you rhe whole Counſel of God. O retmem- 
ber that by the ſpace of cight years, I ceaſed not to warn you 
every one, and kept back nothing that was profirable unro- 
yon, but have taughr you publickly, and from Houſe to 
Houſe, warning every man , and teaching every man thar_ 
I mighr preſent eyery man perfe& in Chriſt Jeſus. Oh thar 
Impenitent finners would yer remember the Invitations, and 
the obſccrations, and the obteſtations, that they have had! 
have they not been ſought unto?have they not been intreated? 
have they nor been followed from the Publick, to their own 
Houſes ? hath not the Word been - brought c } their Daors? 
Hath nor Mercy wooed them ? have they not been called un- 
der the Wings of Mercy? And yet they would nor. Oh 
that they would conſider ir now in the latter days! er. 
23. 20+ Oh that they would remember , and repent, that 
there mfghr be yer an afrer Harveſt ! That they would yer 
- comein and live! Are you yer willing co turn ? 'hear how 
Wiſdom calls afrer you , Prov. 11. How long ye fimvle me 
| | wil 


Wy 


4; 


. (63) 
will you love ſmplitity, and fools bate hnowledg? : turn you at 
my reproof. Bur if they will net hear, good were'ic for them 
that-chey had never been barn : Ir be more, and berter 
'F.. for Sodom andGomorgh,.then for them, | 
6 90 Bur for you that have taken upon you the Profeſſion of 
firi& Godlineſs, I ſhall only preſs you to follow on,and preſs 
towards the Mark, You have much work yet to do,and God 
hath given you no time to Loyter in. I beſcech you topur 
on. That Pcrſon that fits down when he hath gorren tothar 
- Pitch that he thinks will bing him co Heaven, is never like 
ro come chither ;. Grace. is one of thoſe things that ſaith, 1 
never hath tnougb. Ler meurge upon you the Apoſtles Coun- - 
ſel, Heb. 12. kg. Follow after Holineſs, 

Firſt, Holineſs is the choiceſt Ornament :- it is and adorn- - 
ing in the fight of God., of great prize. It is the Glory of 
God, and will you cqnr it your ſhame? Exod. 15: God is 
glorious in Holineſs, and Grace is called Glory, 2 Cor. % 18, 
Bur we may nuw cry out as the Pſalmiſt , in his complaint, 
6 ye ſong of men, how long will ye turn my. glory into (hame e P/. 
4+ 2- Bur be of good:comfort , the ſhame of Holineſs is real 
Glory : how confidently dorh Paul ſhake his Chain? Afts 28, 
20. We read of ſome that did glory in their ſhame in a fad 
ſenſe, that is in that which was real-ground of ſhame, to wir, 
their ſin, Ph/. 3. 19. Burwe meer with others that ina hap- 
py fenſfe, did glory in their ſhame ; thar is in the ſhame of 
Religion, which is indeed a Crown of glory. So did Peter and. 
Fobn, As 5. 41. 

Secondly, Holineſs is the ſafeſt Muniment : Grace js not 
orely for Ornament, bur for Uſe. Righteouſneſs is a Breſt- 
plare that keeps the Virals, and is ſure defence from any 

- mortal wounds , Ephe/. 6. 14. When che Politicianz have 
done their beſt with all their politick ferches , ir is he thar 
'* walketh uprightly , that walketh ſurely , Prov. 10. 19, Let 
* *zntcgrity and uprightneſs preſerve me, ſaith D:214;P/a. 25. laſt. 
Idefire no ather Prote&ion than Innocency.I dcfire ro be no 
longer ſafe than theſe can preſerve me; when I muſt ler g& 
| my Integrety or my ſafety , I will choſe rhe danger rather 
's | © thantheſin: andyer will never doubr bux-my integrity will 
- fave me hartnleſs, and prevent me, forever coming off a- 
Eoſer, Never perſwade me thar that man durh chooſe wiſely 
| OF 
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or will conſult his own fafety , rhat- runs upon the diſplea- 
fure of the inftnire God, who is a devouring fire, to flic the 
danger of mans diſpleaſure. Did you ever read or hear of 
a man ſo mad as to run upon the ſwords point, to avoid rhe 
fcratch of a Pin ? or torun upon a roaring Canon,rather than 
indanger his being werſhod ? why this is the beſt wiſdom of 
the diſtraked World, who will fo rather than ſuffcr,and ro 
fave themſelves harmleſs in the World , will run upon Ged, 
even _ his neck, and the thick Boſles of his Buckler, Fob 
15. 25, 26, 

> biraly, Holineſs will be fouzd to be your real happineſs : 


Ear of rhis Tree,and you ſhall be indeed as God. Godlinefſs is 


Gods likewiſe. The beauty of Holineſs is this very Image 3 
Sin is the diſeaſe of which holinefs is the Cure, Pride is the 
Timpany , paſſion the Feavour of the mind ; how reſtleſly 
raging is the mind where they reign ? holineſs, hamiliry,meek- 
neſs, are a preſent caſe, a preſent Cure, if the Patient can take 
bur enough. O whar peace and tranquiliry doth Holineſs 
work in the Mind! Great peace have they that love thy Com- 
mandments , and nothing ſhall offend them, P(alm 119. 165. 
Read 1/a. 48. 18, 22. and 26.3. and 32. 17. Holineſs will be 
2 Treaſure of Riches, Fam. 2.5. and a Crown. of honour, 
Afts 17. 11. a Paradiſe of Pleaſure ro you, Prov. 3+ 17. Ina 


wor4, holineſs is the perfe&ion of mans nature, Heb. 12.2T. 


the Communication of the Divine Nature , 2 Pet. 1.4. the 
earneſt of Glory, Matt, 5. 8. and the very entrance of Hea- 
ven, Phil. 3. 20. 

Ler me ſay now to every one cf you , as our Saviour to 
* Martha, 7 bn 11. 26. Believ:d thou this ? Tf you do, live like 
Believers , and do you follow after Holineſs as others follow 
their Trades, or Studies. Ler Religion be your buſineſs, and 
fiot a thing by the by with you : follow as hard upon the 


Hurſuir cf Grace , as if you did indeed believe riches and 


Honour were in ir. Count your ſejves well, as long as you 
keep within the line of your dury. Let holineſs fir in your 
Lips, and ſeaſon 2!l your Speech with grace. Profels it, 
Own it, plead ſtourly ahd reſolve for it , be you Advocates 
for Holineſs, in an Adulterous and wicked Generation, wear 
jr as a Robe of honour, when the ſpightful World caſt 
the dung of their Repfoaches at you for ir: let it dwell 

; Th 
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in your Hearts : Let it adorn your Houſes : Tet it be your 
Companion in your Clcſets; Let it Travel with You in your 
Journies : Let it Lie down and Riſe up with You: Ler it 
ck ſ: your Eyes in the Evening, and call You out of your 
Beds in the Morning, Be You the Votafies cf Holineſs : 
Keep Her, and She thall Keep You, .. © 

I ſball cloſe with my Loves to You all; onely becauſe F 
know You loye to hear of my Well-fare : I muſt tell You 
that -Goodneſs and Mercy do follow me ou every 
Day, and every Night, Glory to God in the bigheſt, Deaz 
Pjthren, Fare you well in the Lord, I am' 


, Your Devoted Servant in the G of< 
Rs pol, whether a Bond- Man, 
bon or a Free, 


tes 1 JOS. ALLEINE. 
From the Priſon at Fuck 
chefter, Decemb, 3, 
.-. 1663, 
: Moſt Dearly Beloved, SM | 
' This. was intended for you a Week ſoonet then it comes 
to be Communicated, I purpoſely Write in the middle of 
the Week, that if any Opportunity be juddenly offered, I 
may have ſomewhat ready for You : But laſt Week I failed 
of a Conyeyance, I ſhall not add any thing further now, bur 
that T ſhall follow my Counſels with my Prayers, and thall - 
be an humble Intercefſor night and day before God for You ; 
To him I commend You, and to the Word of his Grace, 


Remaining Tours while I am; 
J. Ag 
(e) Let 
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LETTER KXIX- 


3 


[x. Try. 2. Rej6yce.] 


To the moſt Loving, and beſt Beloved, the Flock, of 
Chriſt in Taunton, Grace and Peace: 


eſt endeared Friends, 


M:! heart is ſolicitous fer You : Your Spiritual and E. 
VA ternal welfare is the matter of my deſires and deſignes, 
Let not my Beloved think they were forgotten by me , be. 
cauſe you heard not from me the laſt Week : ſleep depart 
ed from my eyes to write to you at large ; but in-the morn- 
Ing I concluded it beſt, ro defer the imparting of it to You 
for a ſeaſon, that you might have it a better way, Can a wo- 
man forget her Child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſioq 
on the Son of her Womb > Yea, they may forget ; but Chil 
will earneſtly remember You till, Natural Parents may be 
G far unnatural ; ſpiritual Parents may be ſo far carnal, as to 
forget their own Children : I would have you count nothin 
as-certain but Chriſts love and care, This you may buil 
"upon : You need not fear leſt time and diſtance ſhould weat 
out the remembrance of you with him : Your names are in- 
Tolked in the cyerlaſting Decrces of Heaven, and a wholeE. 
zternity hath not been able to wear them our, Do any of 
you Queſtion whether you are ſo, happy as to have your 
Names recorded aboye 2 I ſhall bring it to a ſpeedy iſſue : Do 
you Queſtion whether Chriſt hath taken your Names > Whe- 
ther you are upon his heart > Let me ask you, Is Heaven upos 
90ur Hearts > Is the Name of Jeſus deeply engraven upon 
your Souls > Is his Image and Superſcription there > If you 
can find that Heaven is the main of your cares, that your 
hearts are ſet upon it as your home and your Countrey.; and 
Tſhat it is your great buſineſs to {eek jt and to ſecure it, then 
Ne- 


8 
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never doubt, if your hearts be chiefly upon Heaven, your 
Names are unqueſtionably written in Heayen, Again, hath: 
Chriſt recorded his Name in your hearts > Is the N:m2 ot 
Jeſus the Beloved name with you > precious above all ; 'next 
to your Hearts ? Is there no other Name under Heaven ſ», 
dear and ſweet to you > What rcom hath Chriſt in you > If 
any thing be deeper in your hearts than he js, you are un- 
ſound, As the Father hath given him, ſo do your hearts give 
him a Name above every Name : Is Chriſt uppermoſt with 
6 in your eſtimations and affeQions > Then re: yce ard 
eap for joy; for y_ Names are moſt pretious with Chriit, 
if his Name be above all dear to You, Once more , hath 
Chriſt drawn out his own fimilitude upon You > Is Chriſt 
within You 2 doth he dwell in your Hearts > Then be ſure 
You have a rocm in his heart : The Image of Chriſt is in ho 
lineſs, Ts this that which your very hearts are ſt upon > Da 
You thirſt for Holineſs > Do You flow after Holineſs > Do 
you prize it above all Prcſperity and worldly Greatneſs > Do 
You hate every fin and long to be rid of it as your moſt irk- 
ſome burden > and uſe all Gods means again -it as far as you 
know them > If it be thus with you, Chriſt hath ſet his ſtamp 
upon your hearts, and ſo you may be 1..re he hath fet You as 
aSeal upon his heart, | 
_Rejoyce then, O Chriſtians, and blcſs your.ſelves in thz 
happy priviledge that you have, in bcing under Chriſts care, 
Fear nor little Elock ; Stronger is he that is with you, than 
he that is againſt you ; What though Satan ſhould raiſe all 
his Militia againſt you, adhere to Chriſt in a patient dc ing and 
ſuffering his pleaſure, and he ſhall ſ:cure you : The Lord will 
not forſake you, becauſe it hath pleaſed the Lerd to make yeu 
his people : God hath entruſt2d you with his Son : You. are 
his Care and his Charge : Many ivill be lifting at you, 'many 
will be plucking at you, but fear not, you ſhall not be mo-- 
ted, none ſha]l pluck you out cf Chrilts hand, he hath all 
wer, Mat, 28, 8, Can Omnipotence ſecure you > He is all 
reaſures, Col. 2, 3, Can unſ:archable Riches ſuffice you 2 
In a word , he is all Fulneſs, Cel, 1, 21, Can al Content 
oo ?, Can Fulneſs fill you > if ſo, you ar? bleſſed and thallte 
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' Beloved, We Icf: unutterably . for want” of conſideting] 
for want of viewing our own Priviledges,. and Blefſednef, 
O Man, is Chriſt thine, and yer doſt thou live at a low rate 
and Comfort > Is thy name written in Heaven, and yet 
doſt thou not rejoyce > Shall the Children of the Kingdom, 
the Candidates of Glory, the choſen Generation, the Royal 
Prieſthood, be like other men? O Chriſtians, Remember who 
and whence you are, confidcr your Obligations, put on a bet. 
ter pace ; Beſtir your ſelves, run and wreſtle, and be ſtrong 
for the. Lord of Hoſts ( and earneſtly, yet peaceably ) 
contend for the Faith once delivered to his Saims 
What ſhall we make nothing of all that God hath faid and 
done for us > Chriſtians, ſhall he that hath gotten an inrich- 
ing Office. boaſt of his Booty > or he that hath obtained the 
Kings Patent for an Earldome, glory in his Riches and Ho. 
nour > And ſhall the Grant of Heaven fignifie little with 
thee >. Or Chriſts Patent for thy Sonſhip and Partnerſhip 
with himſelf be like a Cypher > Shall Haman come home from 
the Banquet with a glad heart, and glerying in the great. 
neſs of his Riches, the multitude of his Children, and all 
the things wherein the King had promoted him above the 
Princes > And ſhall we turn over our Bibles and read the 
Promiſes, and find it under Gods own hand, that he intends 
the Kingdoms for us, that he will be a Father to us, that he 
gives and grants all his infinite perfe&ions to us, and yet 
not be moyed > Beloved Chriſtians, live like your ſelves, kt 
the Werld ſee that the Promiſ:s of God, and Priviledges of 
the Goſpel are not empty ſounds, or a meer Crack. Tet the 
Heavenly cheerfulncſs and the refilefs diligence, and the ho- 
ly raiſedneſs of your Converſations prove the reallity, ex- 
cellency, and beauty cf yeur Religion to the World, For- 
get not your Priſcner, Labovr earneſtly for me in your 
Prayers, who am night and day Jabouring and no 
for you, I can neycr bleſs God enough for his moſt tender ani 
indujzent care for you, which appears ſo wonderfully in 
his Fatherly Protection, and his Fatheriy Proviſion, Sce that 
you receive not the Grace ct Ged in vain, Remember with 
trembling, that of our Lord, To-whom much ts given of him 
much ſhall be required, With- my molt Dear -Loves to 
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you all, Icommend you to your Father and my Father, you 
God and my God, remaining 


- 


Yours in all manner of Obligations, 
JOS.' ALLEINE. 


From the Prifon at Juelcheſter, 
January 2oth, 1663. 


LETTER XX. 


[The Felicity of Believers.) 


Tothe moſt Beloved People, the Servants of God 31 
Taunton, Sa/vation: 


% 


* Maſt endeared Chriſtians, 


] Have Jonged and waited for a little breathing time, where- 
in I might write unto you, but I have been oppreſſed 
hitherto with ſo many cares, and ſuch a throng cf buſineſs, 
that till now ( and ſcarcely now ) I have had no time of re- 
ſpiration, wherein I might ſufficiently refe& on-you, or my 
elf. But although ſo great a part of Taunton be tranſlated 
to Feelchefter with ne, yet I may not, I cannot forget you that 
ae behind, 

Alas poor Tauntoy, how ſhould I bewail thee ! did I look 
upon thee onely with the Eye of ſenſe, Alas ! fer thy 
wonted Liberties , for thy fcrmer plenty , and yariety 
vherewith the Loxd hath bleſſed thee > He had 

(ez) ſpread 
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ſpread a Table for thee in the midſt of thine Enemies ; Bread 
hath been given thee, and thy Waters have been ſure : But 
now a Famine ſ:ems to threaten thee, and the Comfcrters 
that ſhould relieve thy Soul are far from thee, Thy Shep- 
heards are remoyed, Thou ſ-eſ{t not thy Signs, nor thy Pro. 
phets, and thy wonted helpers are now diſabled from giving 
thee ſupplies, Alas, how do thine Enemies triumph , an 
thy Teachers and thine Inhabitants are become their Cap. 
tives Aa how great is the Cry of thy Poor, and thine op. 

refled ! : ſy” OR ;b 
n Such would be the Language of Senſe, if that were ſuffer. 
ed to be the Speaker, But Faith will ſpeak in another Dia. 


lea. And therefore amongſt my other Counſels,' that I ſhall 


ſend you, this ſhall be the firſt, | 
Judge not of the preſent Providences, by the condu of 


Senſz, but by the cye of Faith, Faith will ſee that we are. 


then moſt Honoured, when' we are moſt vilified , and re. 
proached, and ſt at nought for the ſake of Chrift z and: that 
we are then moſt happy, when the World hath done its worlt 
to make us miſ:rable, Faith will tell youz that GOD is a 


very preſent help, when you ſectn quite to fail of Help ; and 


will thew you the Well of Water, that is near, when the 
Water in the Bottle is ſpent, What: though you ſeem to 
have loſt Miniſters, Husbands, Friends for a Seaſon ? Faith 
will tell you, that they are well beſtowed, and that: it will 
wp both your, and their Advantage, in the Day of Ret- 
ution, EO | 

Brethren, what are you for 2 Are you for the preſent World, 
or for that to come > Arc you for your Temporal enjoy- 
ments, or do you ſ:ek for Glory, Honour, and Immortall- 
ty 2 If you are for this World, you- have made a very impru- 
dent chcice, 'in taking up the Profeſlion of Godlineſs and 
c]:aving to and owning the hated ways of the Lord ; But if 
you are for Glory, and for Eternity, then be of good Chear all 
_ theſe things do make for us, You are Witnefles how often I 
have told you of theſe things, and I can ſy with the Apoſtle, 
I believed therefore have I ſoken, 'and therefore I am no- 
thing moved with all thcſ2 things, nor with the things that 
do yet further abide me, I believed, and therefore I told 
you, that you ſhould never be loſers by Feſus Chrift, Nay, 
0 
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do I ſay T told it yon, You know the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
ſhewed you, that che Perſecuted are doubly blelfed ; that 
ſuch ſhould rejoice, and leap for joy, becauſe grear is their 
"Reward in Uebven. Hath not God ſaid, thar if we ſuffer 
with him we, ſhall alſo Reign with him ; and that theſe light 
aflitions work for us a weight of Glory > And if this be 
true, '{ pray you, tell me whecker GOD heth not dealt well 
with us in counting us worthy of this little Tribulation for 
his Name > Indeed the Sufferings is but little ; but verily the 
Reward will not be little, . I know whom I haye truſted : I 


am well aſſured the Glaſſe is turned up, and ever hour reck= 


oned of our imprifonment, and every Scorn and Reproach 
of our Enemies is kept. in Black and White, I believe, there- 
fore do I ſpeak ; GOD is. infinitely tender of us, my Bre- 
thren, though a Poor and deſpicable Generation, I value 
not the pop-gun threats of a Gronning World ; *tis well with 
us, we are GODS Favourites, Come by Beloved , let us 
fir down under his Shadow: Here is ſafety, and reſt, if God 
be for us, who'cah be againſt us « Verily he Bottles all our 
Tears, and tells a}l oux Wandrings : He numbers all our hairs, 
whcſoever toucheth us ſhall 'not be Innocent, Know you 
not that we are the Apple of his Eye > Hath not he reproved 


the greateſt for his Peoples ſakes, ſaying, reproach not mine 


anointed > , And fo we forget how he loved us. Are not we 


. his Jewells > Doth he not own us for his Members, for his 


Children > 
| Ah what a Block doth Unbelief make of man > What, do 
you think that all this doth fignifie nothing > Can you forget 
your Children > Will you ſuffer your Jewells to lie in the 
Dict, or make no zeckoning of them whether they are loſt 
Verily I write not this without ſhaming retle&tious upon 
my cwn ſtupidity, What, Beloyed of God, adopted by 
God ! What, a Member of Chriſt Jeſus! A veſlſel-of Mer- 
cy | An heir of Glory > What, and not yet ſyallowed up in 
the ſ:nſe of Gods infinite love ! Bluſh, Oh my Soul, and be 
confounded before the moſt High, 8 cover thy face with ſhame. 
I remember what the Heathen Seneca writes, otfcrving the 
expreſtions of Gods love to tpan in his common Providence 
Verum i uſque in delicias amamur, that is, it is a very truth, 
'we are beloyed of God eyen as his darlings, | 
— — TESS My 
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- My Brethren, Have Faith in God. Believe his Promiſes ; 
Walk in the ſenſe of his love, Comfort your ſelves in Gods 
Jove towards You, under all the hatred and envy of men, 
and the contradifion of ſinners that You meet with, Be 
Riropg and of a good courage, God is for You, | Be affured 
that he that wnkah uprgiry, walketh ſurely : Forfake not 
the aſſembling of your ſelyes together, Now ſee that You 
ſpeak often to one another, and build up each other in 
the holy Faith, God knows I cannot do for you, as I would , 
T would have been Jarger to You, but I cannot, My moſt 
deag Loves I deſire You to ſhare among you, I am greatly 


'Yours, The Peace thar paſſeth all Underſtanding keep your 


Hearts and minds, I am 


Yours to ſerve you and for you 
with all readineſs of mind, 


JOS. ALLEINE. 


From vhe Prifon at Fuelchefter, 
_ July 28th. 1665. 
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LETTER XX), 
[What do you more than others > ] 


T o the moſt Dearl y Beloved, the Servants in Taun- 
ton, Grace and Peace. 


Aſt loving and entirely Beloved, 


 &+ are a great Joy to me, I know not what thanks 
to render to the Lord for you, when I hear of your 
Conſtancy, and Fidelity, and Zeal, in adhering to him, and 
his Ways, even in ſach a time as this, you are highly favour- 
ed, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, that he hath regard= 
ed the low Eſtates of his Servants: That he ſhould ever 
Indulge you as he hath, and Hover over you, even as the 
Eagle ſtirreth up her Neſt, and fluttercth over her Young, 
ſpreadeth abroad her Wings, taketh them, beareth them on 
her Wings, for ſo hath the Lord your God dealt with. You : 
He hath kept you as the Apple of his Eye, and fince the 
Streams of Cherith were dried up, yet to this day he hath 
put ſuffered the handful of Meal to waſt, nor the Oyl in- 
the Cruſe to fail, but (though you have no certainty to truſt 
to) hath continually provided for you to the full, How 
ſhould I love and blcſs the Lord for this his great Grace to- 
wards you, while I live! Now I beſeech you my Brethren 

that you conſider the Kindneſs of the Lord ; for the Lord 
your God is he that careth for you, and that you love the 
Lord your God, and fear him for ever, for he is your Life, 


and the Length of your Daies, .And as Fob had a holy fear 


of his Children, leaſt they ſhould have offended : So my 
moſt dearly Beloyed, I am jealous of you with a Godly jea- 
loufie, leit any of you ſhould receive this Grace of God in 
yain, IT muſt not ceaſe to put you in mind, that God doth 
Jok for no ſmall matters from You, Remember my - 

cndear- 
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endeared Charge, that the Lord doth look for ſingular things 
from. you, that there” be not a barren Tree, nor a Dwarf 
Chriſtian among you ; where the Lord doth firow much, he 
Jooks to gather much ; and where he ſoweth much, he ex. 
_ to reap accordingly, Whoſe account my Beloved, is 
ike to be {> great as yours > Of look about you, and think of 
the Maſter coming to Reckon with you for his Talents ; when 
he will expe& no ſmall increaſe, Beloved, what can you 
do > How much are you. grown ? What ſpoil have you made 
upon your Corruptions > "What progreſs in Grace > wh, 
Suppcſ2 Chriſt ſhould put that awakening Queſtion to you, 
What do you more than others > Beloved, God doth expe& 
more of his People, 'than'of any others in the World beliſes : 


And well he may, For A 


-* Firſt, He ' hath beftowed more on them thay on others : Now 


where much is given, much - ſhall be required ; Can you 
them 


think of that without trembling z' He hath heſtowed on 
ſingular Loye more than on others ; Tou only have I knows 
of all-the Families oy Earth, He hath a diſtinguiſhing Love 
and Fayour fur his People, and he looks that his Love ſhould 
be a conſtraining Argument to Obedience, Again he hath 
Jaid out a ſingular care on his People, more than on others; 
He cares for no man, for nothing in all the World, in com: 
pariſon of them. He reproveth Kings for their ſakes, He 
will give Nations, and Kingdomes tor their Rarſome, $o 
recious are they in his fight , and fo dearly Beloyed, that 
e will give men for them, and People for their Lite. He 
withdraweth not his Eyes from the Righteous, he will not 
indure them out of his fight, The Eyes of the Lord re 
upon the Righteous, and firſt the Eyeof his more accurate 
Obſervation : God can wink at others as it were, and ovet- 
look what they do with little notice, but he hath a moſt cu- 
rious eye upon his People, he marketh their ſteps, and bocketh 
their words, he weigheth 'their Actions, and pondereth all 
their goings, And thould not they walk more cautiouſly, 
and charily, than any alive, that are under ſo exact and cu- 
rious an Eye > Secondly the Eye of ſpecial Care, and Pro- 
teftion, Behold the Eye of the Lord is upon them that fear 
him, I will guide thee with mine Eye : And ſhould not 
they be infinitely tender and careful how to pleaſe the w_ 
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who have his ſingular Care laid out on them? In ſhort, God 
hath beſtowed on them ſingular Pyiviledges more than 
others : Theſe are a peculiar Treaſure to him above all Peo-. 
ple, a Kingdome of Prieſts, an Holy Nation, a ſingular ſepa- 
rated People, they dwell alone, they are diverſ: from all 
People : When the whole World lies in wickedneſs, theſe are 
Called and Cheſen, and Faithful , Waſhed and juſtified, 
and Sanftitied' in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 
Spirit of our God, The reſt are the Refuſ2 : Theſe the Jew-. 
or: Theſ2 are taken, and they are left, : Shall, not Gods 
Prieſts be Cloathed wich Righteouſneſs, and ſhall not Princes 
Live above the rate of Peaſants ? 

Secondly. He hath intrufted them with more than others x 


' Not onely with the Talents of his Grace (fcr the increaſe 


whereof they muſt give a ſtrict account) bur alſo with the 
Jewel of his Glory, How tenderly ſhould they walk, that 
are entruſted with ſuch a Jewel > Remember, your Makers 
Glery is bound up in your fruitful walking. | 

_ Thirdly, He bath qualified them more than others, He hath 
put into-them a Principle of Life, having quickned them to- 
gether with Chriſt, He hath ſet up a Light in their Minds, 
when others lie in Darkneſs, He hath given them other Aids, 
than others have, even his Spirit to help their Infirmities, 
when others lie like Veſlels that are Windbound, and can- 
not ſtir, 

Fourthly, He hath provided for them other manner of things 
than for others. Theſe are , the little Flock to whom it 
3s his good pleaſure to give the Kingdom ; great are the 
preparations for them, The Father hath prepared the King- 
dome for them from the Foundations of the World ; The 
Son is gone to Heaven on purpoſe to yo a place for 
them : The Spirit is preparing them, and making them meet 
to be partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light : 
And thould theſ2 be like other People > | 

Brethren beloved, God and Men do expe@ you ſhould do 
more than others, ſee that that you be indeed ſingular, For 

'1, If youdo no more for God than others, he will do 
more againſt yqu then others : Tow onely have I known, there- 
fore will T puniſh yow, The barren Tree in the Vineyard muſt 
down, whereas had he been in the Common he might have 


ttood 


(76) 

ſtood much longer, God looked for Grapes from his Vine- 
yard, on which he had beſtowed ſuch Care' and Coſt more 
than ordinary, but whzn they bring forth wild Grapes, he 
will lay them waſte in a worſe manner than - the Forreſt. 
When Chriſt came to the Figg-tree ſecking Fruit, and met 
with none, he Curſt it from the Root, whereas had it been 
a Thorn or Bramble, it might have ſtood as before, _ 

2, If youdo no more than others, you muſt look for no 
more than others : If you ſhould put off God with a common 
Obedience, you muſt expe& to be put off with common 
Mercies. 

3. Except youdo more than others, God will be diſho- 
noured more by you than others, 

I have been too long with yoo, but I am earneſtly defi. 
rous you ſhould be ſ:nfible of Gods extraordinary ExpeCta- 
tions from you. And-truly, as God looks for more from his 
own than others, ſo he looks for more from you than others, 
even of his own, becauſ2: that he hath done more : See thar 
you be ſhining Chriſtians, that you be ſtrong in the Grace 
of God ; that you preſs toward the Mark, But I muſt con- 
clude ; I give my Loves among you all, being able to add no 
more, but that Iam | 


\ 


Yours un fervent Loves 
and Lonoings, 
JOS. ALLEINE. 


From the Priſon at Fuelchefer, 
Fanuary 2, 1663. 
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-- LETTES' X28 ©: 1, 
[Chriſtian Care, Faith, Self-denial.] 


To the moſ# Beloved People, the Servants of God in 
Taunton, Salvation: 


Moſt endeared Chriſtians, 


T He reaſon why my Letters have not of late come ſo thick 
as formerly to you, is not becarſelI forget to love-you, 
and to care for you ; but becauſe I have been bufily taken up.in 
other Labors of ſundry kinds for you. I am yours, and love to 
be ſo, being ambitious not to have dominion over your faith, 
but to be a Fon of your Joy. Chriſts Officers are ſo your Ru- 
lers in the Lord, as yet to Preach not themſelves, bur the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and themſelves your Servants for Jeſus ſake, 
I have no greater felicity under God, than to ſerye the good 
of Souls, . Brethren beloved, How fares it with your Souls 3 
Are they in Health > Do they proſper > I wiſh your Temi- 
poral proſperity. It is a joy to me to hear when your Trade 
doth flouriſh-: But theſe are bur very little things if we look 
into Eternity, Brethren, my ambition for you is, that you 
ſhould be Cedars among the Shrubs, that from you ſhould 
* ſound out the Word of the Lord, and that in every place 
your Faith to God-ward ſhould be ſpread abroad, That 
Tzuntow ſhould be asa Field that the Lord hath bleſſed"; 
That you ſhould not onely have the Name, but the Spirit, 
Life, Power, Heat, Growth, Vigour of Chriſtianity among 
you, Let not Taunton onely have the Name to live, and be 
noted for the Profeſſion of Religion, bur ſee to it my Bre. 
thren, that the Kingdom of God be with you': Oh that every ' 
| one of your Souls might be a Iemple of God ! Oh that oy 

one of your Families might be a Church of God ! _ f 
| Jogl 


©, HP 
look to it, that every one that nameth the Name of Chriſt 
among You do depart from Iniquity, ſecret as well as open, 
of the Heart as well as of the Life, Let no man think that 
to make an out-cry upon the Wickedneſs of the Times, and 
to be of the Profelſong Party; will ſerve lis turn ; many go 
to Hell in the company of the wiſe Virgins, That no man 
may be a Self-d:ceiper, let every man be a Self-Searcher, He 
that keeps no Day-Book in his Shop, and no Account, nv 
Record in his Conſcjence, his Eſtate and his Soul will thrive 
both alike, Beloved, I would that You ſhould remember 
whither You are a going, If a man be after a fewiMonths 


to be ag <9 into ariother Countrey, never to.Return . 


more, he will ſend oyer whatever he can, and make the bei 
Proviſion that he may againſt he comes into another Coun. 
mn Dear. Brethren, You are. Strangersand Pilgrims here, 
and ha 


ve but a few Months abgde in this Countrey, ſee that - 


you Traffique much with Heaven;-"Chriſt is our Common 
FaQor, O ſend over to him what' poſiibls you-can, Give 
Alms plentifully, Pray continually, be much in Meditation 
and Conſideration ; Reckon' with your ſelves daily : Walk 
with God in Your Callings : Do all the Duties of your Re- 
lations-as unto God : Live: not one day to your les, bur 
unto Chriſt: Set forth continuaHy.in his Name, fo ſhall you 
be continually Tranſporting into another World, and Jaying 


up Tresſure in- Heaven : And'O the bleſſed Store that You . 


ſhall find' there after a 'few Years diligence in ſuch a holy 
Couiſe ! Beloved, while You are here in this World, You 
are bur like a Merchants Ship in a ſtrange Port, the day for 
your Return is ſt, and You are to itay no longer then till 
your Fraight is ready, Be wiſe, know your ſeaſon, improve 
our time, You are made or mar'd fcr eyer, as You ſpeed 
an this one Voyage, There is no returning again to this Coun- 
grey to mend a bad Marker, God will call in all his Talents, 
Time ſhall be no longer. Oh>come in,come and buy now while 
the Market is open, that You that want may have Grace, and 
You that have may have it more abundantly. Go and plead 
with the Lord Jcſus, that he hath bid You come, buy and eas 
without Mony,and without Price; that he hath counſe]lled You 
to come buy of him Gold, Raiment, and Eye-ſalve ; tell 
Him You axe come according to lys call, and wait upon oy 
I ra nes - 
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for Grace; for Righteouſneſs, for Light and Infirution: Lay 
hold on his Word, plead it, live _ it: he is worthy to 
be Believed, worthy to be Truſted, go out of your ſelves 
to him, unlearn your ſelves, There is a threefoold Foot that 
Carnal-ſelfftands npon, our own Wiſdome, our own Righte- 
ouſneſs, our own Stren h, theſe three Feet muſt be Cur off, 
and we muſt learn to have no ſubſiſtence in our ſelves but 
only in Chrift, and to Rtandonly on his' bottom, Study 
the excellent Lefſon of Self-denjal, Self-annihilation, A 
zrue Chriſtian is like a Vime that cannot Nand' of it ſelf, bur is 
wholly ſupported by the Prop it leans on, Ir is no ſmall 
thing to know out ſelyes to be nothing, of no might, of no 
worth, of no-underſtanding, nor reality ; to look upon our 
felves as helpleſs, worthleſs, fooliſh empty ſhadows. This 


holy Lirtleneſs is a great matter; when we find that all our 


Inventory amounts D nothing but Folly , Weakneſs, and 
Beggery ; when we ſet down our Selyes for Cyphers, our 
Gain for loſs,: our Excellencies for. very Vanities, then we 
ſhall learn to live like Believers, A true Saint is like a.Glafs 
without a Foot, that ſet him where you will, is ready tofall 
every way till you ſet him to a Prop : Let Chriſt be the..only 
Support” you lean unto, When you are throughly Sopot 
on. Nullifed, and ſee all comelinefs tg be but as a: wi 
Flower, dead, dried, and paſt Recoyery,then You will be put 
upon the happy neceflity of going out to Chriſt for all, 

The Meſſengers haſte forceth me Abruptly to end here: I 


ean add no more, by my Praycr; to my Counſels, and fo 
commending you.to God, and the Word of his Grace, I reſt 


The fervent Well-willer - 
of your Souls, 


Y ; Jos. ALLEINE. 
From the Priſon at Jucle | | | 


. Cheſter, April 16, 


1663. 
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LETTER XXII, 
[Right Reaſons in Suffering. | 


To my dearly Beloved, the Flock of Chriſt in Taun- 
OF ton, Grace and Peace ; © k 
Aoſt leving and: dearly Beloved, : 
I Know ' not what thanks to render tor you, nor to God for 
'You, for all the unexpreſſable love which ] have found 
in you toward. me ; and not terminatively ” tome, bur' 
Chritt in me; for I believe it is for his fake,' as T am a Mef- 
ſenger 'and Embaſſador'” of his to You, that you have loved 
me and done ſo much every way for me ; and I think I may ſay 
df 'Lawnton'as the Pſalmiſt of Ferwſalem, If T forget thee, let 
ry right hand forget her cunning, if I do not remember thee, In 
fongue cleave to the roof of my mouth,” T would not, _ 
dear Brethren, that You ſhould be dejefed or diſcourag 
at the Late diſappointments : ' For through -rhe -goodnefs df 
Gal am not, but rithe? 'more ſatisfied than before : and 
this T can truly ſay, nothing doth ſadden *me more than to 
ſee ſq much ſadneſs inyour faces, As on the contrary nuthing 
doth- comfort me ſo much, as to ſ:e your Chear and Cou- 
rage. Therefore I beſeech you, Brethren , faint not be- 
cauſe: of my Tribulation, nor of Gods delays, but ftreng- 
ther the hands, and the feeble knees, And the Lord bolſter 
up -your hands, as they did the hands of eſes, that they may 
not” fall down till Iſrael do prevail. Let us fear leſt there be 
ſome evil among us, that God beirg angry with us, doth ſcad 
this farther tryal upon us, Pray earneitly for me let 'the 
eye of the moſt jealous God ſhould diſcern that in me which 
ſhoyld render me unfit for the mercy You deſire, And {kt 
-eyexy one of you ſcarch his heart , and ſ-axch his houſe to 
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ſee if there be not carſe there: Let not theſe difappoint2 
ments make you to be neye:theleſs in love with Prayers, but 
the more our of love with fin, Let us humble our ſelves un- 
der the mighty hand of God; and he ſhall exalt us in due 
tirtte, And. for the Enemics of God, you muſt know a!ſy 
that their foot ſhall ſlide in due time, Let the Servants cf 
God encoutage themſelves in their God.: for in the things 
wherein they deal proudly, he is above them : Therefore 
fret nct your ſelves becauſe of evil-doers ; commit your 
Cauſe to him that judgeth righteouſly. Remember that you 
3re bid if youſee oppreflion of the poor, and violent per- 
verting of Judgment and Juſtice in a Province, not to mar- 
vel ,ar the matter : Verily, there isa God that Judgeth in the 


Earth: And you have the liberty of Appeals : Reſt in the' 


Lord, and wait patiently for him, and fret not your ſelves; 
becauſe of the men that bring wicked deviſes to paſs : take 
'heed that none of you do with Peter begin to fink, now yout 
ſee the waters rough, and the winds boyiterous : theſ2 things 
muſt not weaken your Faith, nor cool your Zeal: for they 
are great Arguments for the ng porn of it, Whatclea- 


' rer evidence can there be for the future Judgment ard Per= 


dition of the ungodly, and Ccronation of the Juſt in ano- 
ther life, than the moſt unjuſt proceedings that are here upon 
Earth : Shall not the Judge of all the Earth fe right to be 
done > We fee here nothing but confufion and diforder, the 
wicked receiveth acccrding to the work of the Righteous, and 
the Innocent according to the wctk of the Wicked, The 
Godly periſh and the Wicked flouriſh ; theſe do preſper, and 
they do ſuffer, What ! Can it be ever thus ! No doubtleſs, 
there muſt be a day when God will Judg the Werld in Righ-. 
trovſneſs, and re&ifie the prefent Xforders, and revezſ2 the 
unrighteous Sentences that have been poſſed againſt his Ser. 
rants, And this evidence. is ſo clear, that many of the Hea.. 
then Philcſophers have from this very Argument (I mean the 
unrighteons 1fage of the Goud) concluded that there muſt 
certainly be Rewards and Punithments adjudged by 'Gcd in 
mother World, 
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Nor yet lcſ: your Zeal : Now is the time that the love of 
many doth wax cold : but TI bleſs Ged itis not £> with you; 
I am fure your love to me is, as true Friends ſhould be 
like the Chimneys, warmeſt in the Winter of Advcrhity : an 
I hope your love to God is much more, and I would that 
'You ſhould abound yet more and more, Where elfe ſhould 
you beſtow your Loves > Love ye the Lord, ye his Saints, 
and cling about him the faſter now ye £:e the World is ftri. 


ving to ſ-parate you from- him, How many are they that 


go to knock off your fingers! O methinks, I ſe what tug. 
ging there is, The World is plucking, and the Devil. is. 
plucking * Oh , hold faſt, I beſeech you ; hold fait , that 
no man take your Crown, Let the Water that is fprink- 
led, yea, rather 'poured upon your Love , make it to. flame 
up the more. Are you' not betruthed unto Chriſt > Oh 
Remember , Remember your Marriage-Covenant : Did you 
not take him for Richer for Pocrer, tor better for worſe : 
Now prove-your love to Chriit to have been a true Ccn- 


Jugal love, in that you can love him when moſt ſlighted, de. * 


ſpiſed, undervalued , blafphemed among men, Now acquit 
your ſelves, not to have followed Chriſt for the Loaves, 
Now confute the Accufcr cf 'the Brethren , . who may be 
ready to -faggeſt of the beſt cf. You, as he did of Fob, 
Doth he ſerve the Lord for nought > And let it be ſeen that 
You loved Chriſt and Holincfs purely for their own ſakes, 
. that You can love a naked Chriſt when there is no hopes 
of worldly adyantage ,, or prcmoting of ſz}t-intereſt in fol- 


' Jowing him, 


Yet beware that none of you do ſtick to the wayes of 
Chriſt and Religion upon ſo camal'an Account as this, be- 
cauſe this is the Way that you haye alieady tak? wp, and 
you count it a ſhame to recede from your Principles : Iam 
very jealous leſt ſome Profetlors ſhould miſs of their Re- 
ward for this : Leaſt they ſhould be accounted Turn-coats 
and Hypocrites ; therefore they will ſhew a ſtoutn.f; of ſpi- 
rit in going on, fince they have once begun , and cannot 
with honour retreat, Would you choſ2 holincſs and ftri&neh, 
if it were to do again> Would you enter your {:lyes amon 
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Gods poor people, if it were now firſt to do, Would you 


have taken up the Profeſſion of Chriſt, though you had fore< 


ſeen all this that is come and coming > This will do much td 


evidence your ſincerity, But I forget that I am writing a Let- 


ter, being prone to paſs all bounds when I-have thus to da 
with you, The Lord God remember and reward you and youy 
Labours of Loye, The Eternal God be your Refuge, and pur 
under you his everlaſting Arms, The Peace of God that paſ- 
ſeth all underſtanding Keep ycur Hearts, Chriſts Legacy of 
Peace I ws with you, and Reſt, with my dear, atfe&iong 
to Youall : | 


Your Embaſſadur 
82 Bonds, 


JOS. ALLEINE,; 
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A LETTER XXIV. 


[Councel for Salvation. 


To the moſt Beloved, the Servants of Chriſt in Taws 
ton, Salvation. | 


"Moſt endeared Chriſtians, 
: [ continual Solicitude fcr your State, will not ſuffer 


me to paſs in quiet one week without Writing to you, 
unleſs I am extraordinarily hindred, Your Sinccrity, Sted- 
faſtneſs, and Proficiency in the Grace of God, is the matter 
of my earneſt defire, and that which I ſhould account ny 
Elf happy in.- E have a longing deſire to ſee the Faces of you 
all, and (befides mine ExpeQation) ſhall ( I truſt ) ſpee. 
dily have tlie opportunity to ſee you at the approaching Af- 
fizes, which I ſhall greatly rejoice in, mocriſizntins ole 
coming may be otherwiſe attended with many Fncc;veni- 
__ In the mean time I fend you a few Prifbn Coun- 

Ss. As, 

I. To improve for Eternity the Advantages owr preſent 
State, Thi, h for are at —_ Free ac hors Lin 
ro the publick Ordinances, yet you have many wondrous and 
moſt happy Priviledges, which Spiritual Wiſdom would make 
no ſmall improvement of, Oh what a Mercy have you that 
you may ſerve God while you will in your Families ! That 
(02.008 be as much as you will with God in ſecret Prayer, 

4 holy Meditation, and Self-examination ! I befeech You 
confider what a Blefling You have above others, that have 

our Health, and a Competency of the Comforts of this 
Life, and are free from thoſz continual pains, or Heart-cat- 
jpg Cares, that others are diſabled by, from looking _ 
| 0 


. C35) 
God and their Souls, as You miy do, Oh conſider what 4 


\ bleſſed Seed-time You have fr Eternity ! Now be wiſe and' 


improve .your happy Seaſon , your day of Grace, Prepare 
for Death, make all ſure : Preſs on towards the Mark, lay 
up in ſtore for your ſelves a good Foundation againſt the 
time to come, In the Morning ſow your. Seed, and in the 
Evening withdraw not your Hand, Treaſure up much in 
Heaven : What prokt is it that you have more than others ? 
more Liberty, more Comfort, more Health, more Wealth, 
than others > except You :Joye God more, and ſerve him: 
better than others, Now ply your Work, and diſpatch your 


Buſineſs, ſo as that you may have-nothing to troubje You 
upon your Death-Beds, | 


2, To Confider alſo the Temptations , and Diſadvantages of 
your State, Study to know your own weakneſſes, and where: 
your danger lies, that you may obviate Satan, and prevent 
your Miſcarrying : There is no Condition but hath its Shards, 
See that You acquaint yorg ſ:]ves with his Devices, leaſt You® 
he beguiled by him, and caught in his Trap through 'your? 
own unwarineſs, You that are well provided for in the' 
World, had need to watch your ſelves, leaſt You fall in love: 
vith preſent things, leaſt you be lifted up, leaſt You truſt 
in thoſe Carnal props, and put confidence in the Creatures,” 
leaſt You warp, and decline, and baulk your duties through 
Carnal fear, and the deſire of preſerving your Eſtates, You 
that have little in the World, arc not without your tempta- 
tions neither : Oh take heed of envying others proſperity, 

murmurring and diſcontent, of diffidence. oy diſtruſt- 
tulncſ;, of uſing indire& means to. help your ſelves :- Be ſure 
You make not the Worlds preſſures upon you,. an excuſe 
from your daily ſerving of God in your Families, and in fe= 
cret, Set this down as your Rule, and unchangeeble* Reſo- 
lution, thar God and your Souls and your Families ſhall be 
looked duly and continually after, go the werld which wa 
it will, Conſider what fins your Tempers, Relations, Cal- 
lings, do moſt expcſ? you to, Be nat ſtrangers to your 
Flves. Proye your ſelves upright in keeping from your [njz 
quities, | 
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5. To converſe often with your Duft, Brethren we are 
poing, we are going, the Grave waiteth for us: Oh forget 
not - that Corruption is your Father, and the Worm your 
Mother, and your Siſter, Theſe are your poor Kindred 
that you muſt ſhortly dwell with, when you come to your 
long Home : Remember the days of Darkneſs which ſhall 
be many. Take every day ſome ſerious turns with Death, 
Think where you ſhall be a few days and nights hence, 
Happy he that knew what to morrow meant for 20, Years 
| er, Belieyeit, you will find it no little m_ to die, 
[Think often how you are provided , how you ſhould receive 
the Sentence of Death, Were you never within fight of 
Death > How did it lcok > What did you wiſh for moſt at 


that time > What did then trouble you moſt > Oh mark theſe | 


things, and live accordingly, Often ask your Hearts,What 
if God ſhould this night require my Soul > . 

4; To Joon your Generation with your might while "you have 
Bime. You have but a very little time to bring God any 
[Glory here, or to do your Friends any | _ now up” and 
be doing. - Now or never live in the deep and and con. 
Rant fenſe of the very little time that You have for this 
World, and the great work You have to do, You are going 
whence You ſhall not return, There's no After-Game tq 
be Plaid, What,! But one caſt for Eternity, and will You 
got be carcfull to throw that well > 


Moſt dearly Beloved, I covet after your furtherance in 
Mortification , and Growth in Grace, And Oh that I 
could but repref2nr Death to You, as ſhortly it will ſhew 
ze, ſelf : Or could but open a Window into Eternity to 
You: , How effeually would this do the work, Then the 
Cripple would fling away his Crutches, and betake him- 
ſ:1f ro his Leggs: Then the Slothful would pluck his Hand 
out of this Bcſome, and ſhake off his Excuſ:s, and be Night 
and Day at his work, . Then the Laodiceau would be reco- 
vered from his benumed frame ;. then we ſhould have no Hal- 
ving in Religion, no Lazy wiſhing and complaining ; but men 
would ply the Oars to purpoſe, and ſweat at their work, 


But 


Er 


= 


=: 
But Oh unhappy man, how powerfully hath the Wcr'd 
bewitched thee ! How miſ-rably hath Sin unmanned thee, 


' that thou ſhould} look no farther than thou canſt ſee, aud 


tobe taken up with prcſcnt things, and ferget ſo mementous 
Concernments as are befcre thee > 


But You my Brethren, lift up your ſelves aboye the 
Objects of Senſe : May You be men for Eternity , and 
carry it like theſe that ſcek for Gloty , Honour , and 
Immortality, I am apt to be too long with Yon: I com- 
mend You to Divine Grace : my deareit Loyes among You, 
I am | 


. 


Yours in the Bonds of the 


Goſpel of our Lord Feſus 


bs | 10S. ALLEINE; 

Erom the Priſon at Fwed-. | | 

Chefter, March 5, |; 
1665, 
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fo the loving and moſt Beloved People, the Servants 
of God 37 Taunton, Grace and Peace. | 


- 


Aoft dearly Beloved, 


FA Lthough I am forced at the prefent, to be at a diſtance 

from You; yet I would not have you ignorant, that 
the 'dear remembrance of you is always freſh with me, and 
the care of your eternal Welfare is always living upon my 
heart, Therefore as my Beloved Friends I warn you , and 
ceaſe not to ſtir you up by way of remembrance, being jea- 
Jous for you with a Godly jealouſie, that no man take your 
Crown, My dearly Beloved, T know you have many Ene- 


mes, and aboveall, I fear your boſom Enemies : and as the _ 


Watchman of the Lord, T give you careful warning , and 
exhort you all not to be' high-minded, but fear, Bleſſed is 


the man that feareth always, Look diligently, leſt any of you | 


fail of the Grace of God. You haye made much and long 
Profeſſion of the Name of Jeſus Chriſt : Oh, look to your 
Foundations, fee upon what Ground you ſtand, to 
your ſinterity, You muſt every one of you ſtand ſhorth 
before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt , and be tried for your 
lives : Oh, try your ſelves throughly firſt, *Tis eafte to mi- 
ſtake Education for Regeneration, and common Convidion 
and Illumination for Converſion, and a partial Reformation 
and - external Obedience, for true Sanincation, Therefcre 


T beſcech you every one, to examine whether you are in the | 


Faith, Prove your own ſelves, Tell not me, you hope you 
are ſincere, you hope you ſhall go to Heaven : Never put it 
off with Hopes, but pray, and try, and ſearch, till you are able 
zo fay, yea, and know you are paſſed from Death to Life, _ 
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that you kriow you haye a Building, not made with haAds; eter 
nal in the Heavens, 


- Suppcf: I ſhould ask you one by one, Where are your E< 
yidences for Heaven > Could you make out your Claim» Can 
you bring me Scripture-proof > Can you ſhew:me: the Marks 
of the Lord Jc{us > What mean you to live at Uncertainties > 
Brethren, it is an intollerable Ignorance for any of you in 
theſe dayes of glorious Light, not to be able to. tell the di. 
ſingujſhing Marks of a ſaund Believer, | And it is intollera. 
= careleſneſs of your everlaſting Welfare, if you do not 
ring your ſ:lves to the Trial by' thefe Marks, What are 
your hands filled with Books, and your ears filled with Ser. 
mons, that tell you ſo plainly from the word of - God, how 
you ſhall know whether you. are in Chriſt, and ave -you- ſtill 
to ſeck> Oh, ſtir up your own ſelves, - Take heed , left 
2 Promiſ2 being left of entring into his Reſt, any of you fall 
ſhort of it at lait by Vnbelief You are a Profeſſing Peo- 
ple, you pray, and you hear, and you run_ upon ſome Ad- 
yentures for -Jcſus Chrift : But, O look to your fincerity. 
Look to your Principles, lock to your Ends, elſe you may 
loſe all at laſt, Examine, not onely what is done , but 
whence *tis done, look to the Root, as well as tothe Fruit: 
Eye, not onely your Actions, but your Aims.” Remember 
what a ſtrict and ſ:yere Eye you are under. The Lord Jeſus 
makes ſtri& obſervation upon: all your works and wayes, He 
obſerves who of =o be fruittu!, and who' be barren and un. 
profitable, He knows who of you be thriving -and who - be 
declining. He obſcrvcs, wito be warm, and who lukewarm : 
x be ſound Chriſtians, and who of you have onety.a name 
to live, a 


Return, O backſliding Chriſtians : You have loſt your for- 
mer ConviRions, and loſt your former Aﬀe&ions, * You are 
_ remiſs in your watch, and own Zeal is turned into a 

ind of indifferencie, and your diligence into. negligence, 
Your Care is turned into Security, and your teridernels inte 
ſenſleſsnels, Oh, your caſe is dangerous. The Lord Jeſus 


hath a great Controyerfie with you, , . Oh, remember whence , 


Fu 
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you are fallen; and repent, and do: your firſt works, Streng 


then the things that remain, and are ready to die, Oh, rub 


and chafe your ſwooning Souls, and ply them with warm ap= 
lications, 'and rouſing confiderations, till they recover their 
ormer heat... And know ye from the Lcrd; that the backſli- 

ders in heart:fhall bo tilled with his own wayes. | 


O ye barrenand fruitleſs trees : Behold the Axe is lifted 
up to fell yowto the ground , except you bring forth fruits, 
and thoſe worthy of Repentance, May not Chriſt fay to ſome 
among you, Behold theſe three years have I come, ſeeing fruit, 
and finding none > How is-it then that you read not the Sen. 
rence ed.'on- the fruitleſs Tree > O fleepy Profeſſors, 
how Jong will you drive on in this heavy come 2 How long 
will :you continue in an unprofitable and cuſtomary Pro- 
feſlion'> Would' you be the joy of our Lord, why know ye, that 
the thriving Plant is the Maſters praiſe, and his hearts de. 
light. : Chriſtians, put on, - preſs towards the Mark, be ad. 
ding to:your: Faith, Virtue ; and to Virtue, Knowledye, (5, 
See that you grow extenſively, in being abundant in all forts 
of good works, Be pitiful, be courteous, gentle, eaſily to 
be entreated, Be flow to anger , ſoon reconciled, Be pa- 
tient; ,-be-ye temperate, be ye chearful, Study not every one 
onely : his iown::things, but the good of his Neighbor, Think 
it notenoughi ito look to your' own Souls, bur watch for o- 
thers Souls, Pray for them, warn them, be kind to them, 
ſudy:to: eblige: them, that by any means you may win them, 
and gain:;their Souls, 2 .. | 


* 
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- : Laboyt+tes grow intenſively, to do better the things that 


you did before, to be mere fervent in Prayer, mere free and 
willing in all the ways of the Lerd, to hear with more profit, 
to examine your ſclves more thorowly, to mind Heaven more 
frequently than heretofcre. , | 


FROST aft 102, 7 #26 5 30. 

And you, Q carnal and unſound Profeſſors, that reckon your 
#:lyes, to be.in Chriſt, but are not new Creatures ; that becauſz 
you' have the good opinion of the Gedly, and- are outwardly 
conformable | to the wayes of God, perſwade- your ſelves 
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you are ina good condition, although your hearts have not - 
yer to this day been renewed : O Repent ſpeedily. Repent, 
the 


and be converted, What though we cannot diſtingui 
Tares from the Wheat > Yet the Lcrd of the Harveſt can. 
Chriſt, will find you out, and condemn you for rotten and 
unſound, unleſs you be ſoundly renewed by repentance, and 
effeftually changed by converting Grace, Sh 


Brethren, I fervently wiſh your Salvation, and to this, 
while I am able, I ſhall bend my ardent endeavours, I am 
now taking advice fer my health, and hope in ſome few 


' Weeks to: be reſtored to you, - In the mean time .T com-' 


mend me to Your Prayers, and you to the Grace of God, re 
mMaining, . 


Taurs in the Zord: | 
Jeſuits 
JOS. ALLEINE!'- » 


2 


Dorchefter, July 7th, Aon trons 
1666, i 3 2.07 
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LETTER XXVI. 


[The Character and Priviledges of true 
=> Believers. ] 


To the Loving and Beloved People, the Servants ef 
Godt Taunton, Salvation, 


hf dearly 8B eloved, 


I Longed to hear of your Welfare , but by reafon of the 
Carryars intermitting his Journeys, could not till now ob- 
tain my deſires, neither had I Opportunity till the laſt Week 
of wriging.to' you; I a to hear by Mr. Ford, of Gods 
continual goodneſs towards you; he is your Shepherd, and 
therefore it is that you do not want. Me you have not a}-' 
wayes, but he is ever with you, his Rod and his Staff ſhall 
comfort you ; Nay, mcre then all this, you may hence con- 
clude comfortably for all times, yea, tor the whole Eterni- 
ty tocome, Surcly Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall follow you 
gall the days of your Lives, and you ſhall dwell in the Houſe 
of the Lord for ever, 

In this, my dear Brethren, in this rzjoyce, and again I 
ay rejoyce, that God js ingaged 'in fo near and ſo ſweet re- 
Jation to you. Doubtleſs your Souls ſhall Lodge in good- 
neſs, and be provided for carefully, and lie down in everlaſt- 
ing ſafety, that have the Almighty for our Shepherd, Bleſſed 
are the Flock of his Hands, and the Shccp of his Paſture, hap- 
py is the People that is in ſuch a Caſe. 

"But who are Cliiits Sheep > 

© Nor. all Profeflors, I befzech you take heed how you reſt 
in Profeſſion, It is not Profeſſion, but Converſ.02 that tr msa 
man from a Swine to a Sheep, Let none of you be deceived, 

Ui) 
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nof flatter your felves, that becauſe you bear the Name of 
Chriitians, and do many things, and have cſcaped the open 
groſs pollutions of the World , therefore you are ſurely a- 
mong the number of Chriſts true Sheep, All this you may 
attain to, and yet be but waſhed Swine ;' here muſt be an 
inward deep and thorow and univerſal Change upon your 
p—_ Diſpoſitions, Inclinations, or elſ: you are not®Clriſts 
Sheep. 
In 2a word, If you will be put out of doubt whether you are 
his Sheep or not, you mult trie it by this certain Mark thar 
Chriſt ſets upon all his Sheep, even your SanTification, you 
that will ſtand to the trial, anſwer me truly and deliberatel 
to theſe Queſtions, Do you hate every ſin as the Sheep dot 
the Mire > Do you regard no Iniquity in your Hearts > Do 
you firive againſt, and oppcf:a]l Sin, though it may ſeem 
never ſo neceſſary, never fo natural to you, or. have you not 
you ſecret Haunts of evil > For every Swine will have his 
fwill Do you abſtain from fin out of fear, cr out of diſliked 
Are You at peace withno fin, or do you not hide ſome Ini- 

uity as a ſweet mozſe] under your Tongue > Is there not 
Gs pra&ice that Youare not willing to know is a fin for 


fear you ſhould be forced to leave it > Do you loye the Com- 
-mandment that forbids your ſin, or do you not wiſh it out 


of the Bible, as that evil man wiſhed God had never made 
the Seventh Commandment > Again , how do You ſtand af. 
feted towards Holineſs > Do you love it > Do you chooſe it > 
Do You hunger and thirſt after it, and defire it more than any 
[Temporal goud > Have You choſen the way of Gods Pre- 


cepts, and had rather live Holily than be allowed to live in - 


your fins > Do You in your very Hearts, prefer a Godly ftri& 
'Life in communion with and conformity to God, before the 
greateſt prcſperity of the World > Do You choſe Holinef, 
not out of bare neceflity, becauſe You cannot go to Heaven 
without it, but out of loze to it, and from a deep ſenſe that 
You have of the ſurpaſſing Excellency, and Lovelineſs, and 
Beauty of it > If it be thus with You, Youare the Perſons that 
the Loxd Jeſus hath maxked for his Sheep, 


- And now, Come ye Bleſſed, all that haye this Mark upon 
::Yor, come, and underſtand your happineſs; You .are mark- 
£4 out for preſcrvatiop, and ler it go how it will with = 
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reſt; this I know, it ſhall go well with you that fear the Lcrd,, 
that tear before him, You are the ſeparated Ones, the ſeal. 
ed Ones, Upon whom the Angel hath ſer the Seal of the Living 
God ; and 0 you are redeemed unto God from amopg men, 
being the Firſt-fruits unto God, and unto the Lamb, and haye 
your Fathers Name written in your Fcre-heads, 
"Y 

Hezr, O beloyed Flock, I may give you the SaJutation of 
the Angels, Hail, Tow ave highly favoured of the Loxd , Bleſſed 
are you among men; though you are but poor and deſpiſed, 
and like-little Benjamin among the thouſands of Fadah z You 
Carty away the the Bleſiing and the Priviledge from all the reſt, 
God hath dcne mcre for the leaſt of you than for the whole 
World of Mankind beſides, put all their mercies together, 
Fear mor "little Flock, , it ts your Fathers good pleaſure to give 


. you the Kingdom. Bleſſed are your of the Lord for yours ts the 


Kingdome of Heaven, All that the Scripture ſpeaks of that 
Kingdome of Glory, that Kingdome of Peace, of Righteouſs 
neſs, that. Everlaſting Kingdome, It ſpeaks it all to you, Be. 
hold yaur Inheritance, See that you believe, What know 
you-not: your own ſelves > You are the Sons of God, Inhe- 
ritours'af the Kingdom of Heaven , Joint Heirs with Chriſt 
the Icrd of Glory, Do you believe this > Take heed you 
make not God a Lyar : His Word is _ you : Have you not 
the Writings in your hands > Do I ſpeak any thing but what 
God: hath ſpoken 2-Shall I tell you of the thing which ſhall 
be hereafter > Why thus it ſhall be, The Son of man ſhall. 
come in his Glcry, and all his holy Angels with him : Then 
ſball he fit upon the Throne of his Glory, and he ſhall ſe- 
parate you as a Shepherd divideth the Sheep from the Goats, 
and- he ſhall ſet you at his own right hand, Theo ſhall the 
King ſay, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdome 


prepared for you, 

Do! you believe yet > Do you throughly believe > If fo, 
then my. work is done , ' then I need not bid you Rejoyce, 
nor bid you be Thankful, onely believe, Do this and do all. 
Believs : and you will rejoyce with Joy unſpeakeable , and full 
.of Glory, Believe and you will be Fruitfull, and ſhew your 
Faith' by your works, Believe and you will Love, for rig 
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worketh by love. In a word, keep theſe things upon your 
Hearts by daily and lively Conſideration, and this will brin 
Heaven into your Souls, and ingage you to all manner 
holy Converſation, and Godlineſs, This will mortifie you 
to the Werld , . the grand Enemy which I adviſe, nay, T 


of charge you to beware of, . When Saul had gotten his King=- 


dome, he left off taking Care for the Afﬀes, O Remember 
yours is the Kingdom : What are You the better that You 
have all this in your Bibles,” if you do not weigh -it by fre- 
quent and ferious Conſideration , and ponder theſe ſayings 
in your Hearts, Beloved, I have written theſe things to 

that your joy may be full, Ard now Peacel leave with you, 
I am Chriſts Embaſſador to you, an Embaſſador of Peace; 


his Peace I pronounce unto you : In his Name I bleſs you. 


Farewell in the Lord, I am WET 


The fervent Well-willer 
of your, Souls, 
JOS. ALLEINE. 


Deviſes, Zune 29. 
1666. 
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LETTER XXVII: 


[ Of the Second coming of Chriſt. 


To the Faithſal, and Beloved, the Servants of God in 
3 Taunton, Grace and Peace. | 


Loving and mo#t dearly Beloved, 


T Hough I truſt my Bonds do preach to You, yet methinks 
| that doth not ſutfice me, but the Conſcience of my Dr- 
' ty, and the workings of my Heart towards You, are ſtill 
calling upon me to ſtir You up by way of Remembrance, 
notwithſtanding You kuow and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent 
Truth.- And if Pal do call upon ſo great an Evangeliſt as 
Timothy, to Remember that Feſus was raiſetl from the dead at- 
cording to the Goſpel, why ſhould not I be often calling upon 
my ſe]f, and upon you, my dearly Beloved, to remember and 
meditate upon, and cloſely apply the great and'weighty Truths 
of the Goſpel, which You have already received > And in truth, 
I perceive in my ſelf and you another manner of heat and 
warmth in the infiiting upon the plaineſt Principles of Chti- 
ſianity, and the ſetting them home upon mine own heart amd 

s, than in dwelling upon any more ab{ruſe Speculations, 
in the cleareſt handling of which, the Preacher may ſeem to 


be too much like the Winter nights, very bright, but very - 


cold. 

But now, my Brethren, I ſhall not with Paw} call upon 
You ſo much to remember the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt, as the 
Rytuyn of Chriſt ; Behold, He cometh in the Clouds, and every 
Ze ſball ſee him; Your Eyes and mine Eyes : and all the 
Tribes of the Earth ſhall mourn becaiſ« of him: But we 


ſhall lift up our heads, becauſe the Day of ow Redemption || 


draws 


ES (97) : 
dtaweth nigh : This is the Day I look for, and'wait for;/and ' 
have laid up all ty hopes in, If the Lord returi-nor, I pro- ” 
ff; my telf undone, my Preaching is vain; gnd my" ſuffering . 


in his parting'$ermons, and fiis laſt Prayer -* And/yet of all ©. 
the reit thcſ2 are the ſweeteſt, will come again and receive you * © 
ts my ſelf,” thad' where T aim, there: you may be alſo, What 
need -yoit afty; furthers witneſs. You have heard him your 
klves, ing you of his Return, Donbtkf he cannot de- 
cive you; yo tiave not onely known, bur ſzer and felt the 
rath of hi romifes, lth tivr br ps 1 607 <0 
Ad. will he come + Tremble then ye Sinnets, Triumph ye 
Saints,” Clap your hands all ye that look for-tht Confolarion 
Uo Iſrael. © —_— you _ appear > How _ 
you logk, oem , whom you hays. pierced > Whom you baye 
reared? Whoſe great Cara you have nogleted and 
lefpiſed } Worunta you that eyer you were bcrn, unleſs you 


ſhould thetibs found to be New-borw, | ; 
But you, O Children of the moſt high, how will you for= - 

xt your travel, and be melted into Joy, This js he in whor' ' 
jou have believed 3 whom having nor ſeen ye loved.” 'Bu®t 
(s) how 
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hqw -wilt Love and Joy be working :(if I may fo ſpeak) with- 
—_ unutterable when your; ſhall ſee him, and ol his! 
Feeer Voice; cg og, pplauding,. approving of you, 
no Naw all the Werld; |! :Brerhren,: 
this Wag» the, Lord ee ken it, - See that you: 
' ger not; at, the Promiſe, but. giye- Glory; to God by Bel, 


vi 
Ss The Time i is neax.; Te. hunks while: — Snthes ſhall: 
come will come, . Behold, 1 conn quickly; Aaith he : And 
The Loxd:is as hand : Sure: Yew) axe,- that death canriot .be far. 
off,. O. Chriſtian, thou doſt not-khow but the:next year, nay, ' 
ibly the. next, week. thou mayelt ;be ia Heaven, 1Chrilt ' 
will not Jong, endure thine abſence, but-:will have thee up to. 
_— the time of - Frag ap earing'; when he wy hls 
us up altogether, .and fowe hal; vet: wkh.the Lo 1} 
Soul,. be believeſt thou this, >: Ff- thou doſk indegd,;. what: re..! 
mains: - bur that thou ſbouldef\Jive.a-Life ove ad Praiſe; 
Rugying to do. all the good thought pill thav.came fo. eas. 
ven; .and waiting all the days: of thine -a he tp iro : 
thy change. ſhall come, ,, —_ Souls. look outiarigk lopgs!. ©! 
my Brethteg, be.you as the Mthes of $ifors,lpoWo@ut.no the 
Windows, and watching at the, Latie6s,: Iayingy hin orc his! 
Chariot-wheels ſo long a comivg.: Though 8b6 timerniliyiow, 
ſhall ſee him be but, very ſhopr, yet oye And-longing; make: ” 
ſeem. tedious, © _ - T _ 2d 216 = = 's 
My. Beloved, coma yapr.henvts,vith cheſs Jook: a 
upon theſe th the greateſt reallities, — 
ons be anſiyera = to.-your expo ſons a. wo tg han 
told you theſe things, - unleſs, I.;hag.,be 
for this hope that I am botiud with this Chain, -: 
of the Holy.T 
God of —_ 


lieye d:hemx far iti. 
lefltng:, 
eo wh be upon You, Fam-yours, and willbe. The 
40y oped ,2:tit 
bl, [Lt v 


3 


vijh you, I Reſt, (6, c40/12.4) 
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"LETTER XXVIIL + 
- [Of thef.ove of Chin],  -j 
Tobi mt endeared Friend, the Seruantsof Gods 


8 Ul 


Taunton, Salvation: 


Moſt dearly Beloved, 
Mins my Breſts are. not caſte, unleſs I do let them 
| 1V-L forth unto you. Methings there! is ſomethink Rillto , 
\ | do, and my, Weeks woak is not ended, unlefs- I have given - 
- | my Soul vent, and imparted ſomething to.the Beloved flock: - 
'! Þ that T have left behind, And Oh, that my Letters in my ab- + 
p} | ſence might be ufeful to you | Afſuredly it is my joy to ſerve - 
ii | You, and-my Love to you is without diflimulation : witneſs” 
i Þ my twice loſt Liberties, and ny impaired Health, all which” 
ci {1 might have preſerved, had tt not been for my readinefs to- 
}: Y miniſter to you. | ; | bi 19" 
i | But what do I ſpeak of my Love? It is-the 'Senfz of the + 
$i: I infinite Love of God your Father that I would have to dwell 
upon you, m_ me, fo you remember him, Let me be ve- , 
& Hy little, fo he be very lovely. in your Eyes. Let hint be ag ths * 
i;) YBucker that. goes- up, though I be as the Bucket that gots 
1 4 down, Buty me, fo that you do bur fet the Lord am. > ; 
| 17 ore you, . . Lex my name be written in the duſt, fo his Name ' 
\:-Þ written deep upon all your Souls, SED, | 
' | © Lord, I am thy Servant, truly I am thy feryant, Glort- , 
_ .Þffthine own Name by me, and- thou ſhalthaye my hand to , 
: Þ).that Iwill be content to be hid in obſcurity, —_ odifa 
ar through the overcoming luſtre and brightneſs of thy 


: . Pbory, | 
Brethren, underſtand mine Office, I Preach not my (elf, 
| (s 3) bug, 


- 
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but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and my ſelf your Servant for Je- 
ſus fake, Give him "_o hearts, and I have my Errand, I 
am but the Friend cf the Bridegreom , and my Buſinefs is, 


biit to give you to underſtand his Love, and to gain your - 


hearts unto him, He i an Obje& worthy of my Commen- 
dations, and of your affe&ions, His Love is worth the wri- 
ting of, and worth the thinking of, and worth the ſyeaking 
| of, O my Brethren, never forget, I beſcech you , how he 
loveth You, He is in keayen, aid Youare on ear þ ; he is 
in Gloty and you in Rags ; he is in the ſhining Throne, and 
on in dirty Fleſh, and yet he loveth you, His heart is ir- 
itely tender-of you, ''eyen now while he is at the right hand 
of the Majeſty on High, How feelingly doth he cry our at 
the hurt of his poor Members cn Earth > Saul, Saul, why 


perſecuteft thom me! Oh, of what quick Serſ is the Serſe of ' 


our dear Lord unto us ! .when we are touched on Earth he 


feels it in Heaven. 


Brethren, Chriſt is real in all that he ſpeaks unto you: He 


is not like a flovxiſhing Lover, who fills up his Lertcrs with 
Rhetorick, and hath -more care of -the dreſs of his Speech, 
than of the Truth, ' Who eyer gave Demonſtration of the re- 


allity of his Love at ſo dear a rate as Chriſt hath done > Men 


do not uſe todie in jeſt : Who will impoveriſh himf:lf to 
enrich his Friend > and diveſt himſelf of his honour zo ad- 
vance him > avd debafe himſelf to admiration below his own 


degree to contratt affinity with him? and all this but to make 


him believe that he loves bim, 


Brethren, poſſeſs your very hearts with this, that Chriſt 
Jove doth go out with 
now, while he is in all his Glory, he: earneſtly remember 
you il], This /is the High Prieſt that now is entred 
into the Holy of Holies, doth bear your names particularly, 
remembring every poor believer by name. He bears your 
names,but where? upon his Breſt-plate, upon his Herr, ſaith 
the Text, Exod, 28, 29. Ah Chriſtians, I may ſalute you 8 
the Angel did Mary, Hail you that are bighly favoured : 
Bleſſed are you among men, Sure your Lot is fallen in an happy 
: ; WI peace y 
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infinite dearnefs towards you, Even 


Chriſt now he is.in Glory, © + 


. Intereſt is potent, He is alwaies preſ-nt. Our Advocate is 


” o 

\ wa +» ? an 
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place; What in the Bcſom of Clift» pea, and verily you 


may believe, and dobbtnot. I may apply rhat of Gabriel, -0 


" Daniel, thou art greatly beloved, unto you ; mn are beloved 


indeed, to have your Names written pon e very heart of 


Oh, let his Name be written then on-your hearts, "Donot 
write kis Name in the Send,: when he hattOwricten yours up. 


UG ETSY Þ 


Hi 


never out of Court, Neverdid Cauſe miſcarry in his hand.. 
Truſt you ſafely in him. Happy is that man for whom he 


ſhall undertake to ſpeal, 


Oh, the Riches of Chriſts Loye ! He did not think it e- 
nough to die fcr You, His Love and care doth nor end with 
his natural Life on Earth, but he eyer liveth to make Inter- 
ceſſion for us, -- His Love is like his Life; ever,” ever : Know- 
ing no xemiſſion in degree, acr intermiſſion of tjme, no ceſ- 
ſation of working , but is ever, ever, in motion towards 
us, ; Te, 


But when ſhal} I end, if I ſuffer my Soul to run out its 
length, and my running Pen to enlarge according to the de- 
menfions of this boundleſs Field of Divine Love > If the 
Pens of all the World were imployed to write Volumes of 
Love, if the Tongues of all the living were exerciſed in no- 
thin2 elſe but talking of this = ; i all the Hearts _ 

$3 
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be were made up of Love O and all the Powers and affe. 
;Qjons of tle mind were: thrned into ohe, to wit the yoler of 
(Love, yet this were no leſ&than infinitely too little, either to 
onceive, or to expreſs theigreatneſs of Chriſts Love. + | 
O my dearly Beloved, -_ # your Souls be ſwallowed up 
in this Love, Think, and think while you will, you can 
never 'think. how much You are beloved. © See that ye loye 
in by way of Gratitude, though not of Requital : What 
though your Souils be but narrow, attd your powers bit lir. 
te, yet love-him-with- all you have. - Love him with all your 
hearts, and ps wy at To the Meditations, and: to 
the Embraces of Divige Love I leave you, thinking ' it nov 
nat worth while to tell You of my Love, Retnaining . * | 


© Tawrsin the Bonds 
"RE St dear Lord Feſus 


JOS. ALLEINE, 
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[Warning to Profeſſors of their Danger.J | 


'Tothe moſt Beloved People, the Servants 'of God 3 


Taunton, Salvatioz: 


\ 


 Aﬀdeſt dear Friends 


bleis the Lord for it as an invaluable — that ever he 
called me to be an Embaſſadour of 1he Lord Feſus Chriſt to 


You-wards, In this Ration I deſire to approve my felf rs 
( S 4 ) him, 


| (104) 
him, and that T am withdrawn from my Work for a feafon, 


it is but that I may return to you refreſhed, and inabled tor 


ny Work among You, You may not think that I have for. 
gotten You, and conſulted my own eaſe and pleaſure ; but if 
God proſper my Intentions,” I ſhall be found to have been 
daily ſerving You in this Retirement, I will affure You, I 
am very tender of preſerving all that little ſtrength that God 
doth add to me entirely for Your akes ; being reſolved nor 
ſo much as'6nice to broach the Veſſel rill I draw forth to You, 
I bleſs the Lord, I am in great tranquility here in this Town, 
and walk up and down the Corporation without any Queſt. 
oning.me, Onely it hath pleaſ:d the Lord to add to my Af. 
fiction fince my coming, by taking away my dear Father, the 
day of whoſe glorious Tranſlation was the day after my ar- 
riving here, Gut I bleſ; the Lord, I do believe and expe& 
the return of the Redeemer with all his Saints, and the moſt 
. glorious Reſurre&ion of my own dead Body with all Beljc- 
vers : and; this makes me to reſt in Hope, and fills me with 
unſpeakable more Joy than the death of my fſ=1f or any other 
Saint can with'grief, And now I make it my buſineſs tobe 
rendred ſerviceable to you ; and do by this, return You my 
hearty thanks for your earneſt Prayers and Interceſſivrs to 
God in my behalf, for it is he that muſt do the Cure : I ſem 
to my ſelf to be ritired to this place, as a Veſſel rent and 
ſhatter'd and torn in the Service, that is come to recruit in 
- the Harbowr : And here I amas it were rigging, and repair. 
Ing, and Vieualling to put forth again in the Service : which 
I ſhall do with the 6rſt Wind, as ſoon as I am ready, What 
is my-life unleſs I am ſerviceable > And though I mult fer the 
prcſ-nt forbear my wonted Lzbour,yet I ſhall not ceaſe to ex- 
hort You, and call upon you while I am abſent from You, 
to ſtand faſt, and to grow up in your holy Faith, 
Be warned, ' my deaxly Beloved, that You fall not upon 
_ dangerous Rocks upon which ſo many Profeffors have 
en 2 tf = 
hs are three. Things which I beſeech you carefully to 
beware of. .. - Foo 
Firſt, Leff 2phile Chriſt is in your mouths, the world run away 
with your hearts :' There is many a ſeeming Profeſlor ' that 
will be found a meer Idolater > Many a Sout goes _—_ - 
| | , 


err 3YRXY. 1 ww www. uw —_ TY TFT Sw Tt ov 


4 


Dy 
I 


fecretly undo all at Jaſt. Little do moſt Prof; 


Oppoſed, 


'(1053) 
Hel inths'fin, inthe midfi\of his Profeſſion?) and” never d; *. 
ccrns it tl it be too; fats;! 'Remember, I beſzech You, 'thae - 
the Oxen, the Farm, Wife; Merchandize,' all: of chem-[awful 
Comforts, did as effeftually keep men from a ſound and fa. 
ving cloſing with Chriſt, as the vileſt lufts'of the worſtof 
meri, Whatever You find". your hearts very-much pleaſed 
and in love with, among-th-fe earthly Comforts, ſet ar 
that thing, and remember that there lies your greateſt 
danger. What you love moft, you'muſt fear moit z and thinik 
often with your ſ:lves, This, if any "thing; is like to be my 
ruine, Oh, the multitudes of Profeflors thar periſh for ever, 
by the f:cret hand of rhis- mortal Eneiny, I mean the over. 
valuing of Earthly things, The - hearers compared 'to the 
thorny Ground, did not. openly fall away and caſt off their 
Profeflion, as the ſtony _ did ; but while others withered 
away, the blade of Profeſſion was as greet and freſh as ever'; 
and yet their inordinate affe@tion to thi things of this life, di 
ors think of this, 
while they pleaſe themſ:lves in their eſtates, while they yr 
themſ-lves to freely in their Children, in their Wives, in theſt 
habitations and poſſeſſions-; that theſe be the thirigs that ate 
like to undo them for ever. How little is that Scripture thought 
of, which ſpeaks ſo dreadfully to worldly Profeſſors 5 Low 
wot the world, for if any man love the world, the lout of the Fa- 
ther 1s net in him, Are there not many us, who _— 
they do keep up Prayer, and other hol Durics z yet the 
ſtrength and vigour of their hearts nonnl out after earthly 
things > And thcſe are their chief Care and their chief Joy; 
Such muſt know, and they are none of Chriſts, and they 
were better to underſtand it now, and ſ2ek t> be renewed 
by Repentance, then hereafter when there thall be no place 
for Reperitance, . a 
Secondly, Left while iniquity doth abwend, your love to Chriff 
doth wax cold. Remember what an Abominartion Laodicex was 
to Chriſt, becauſe ſhe grew \> luke-warm; and what a contro. 
yerlie he had with Epheſw:, a fund Church, becauſe ſhe did 


but flacken and grow more remiſs in her love, A Friend is born 


for Adverfity ; and now is the time, if you will prove the fin- 
cerity of your love and friendſhip to Jeſus Chriſt,by followi 


him zealouſly, reſolvedly, fully, now he is moſt reje&ed 
| | Thirdly, 


3 Mithows Progreſſion ; See to it my Brethren, thart|You ba not 
Drofeloes, but proficients :- Many Profeſſors think” all 


: and-1yer- ——Yy the further, Many there 
-Kre:that: keep going, but -it; is like the -Horle. in the Mill, 
i that: is gol) ; butyet no further than when he firſt 


well, 

creaſed in ſpiritual Goods, and, in.a gaining way:-but when her 
Accounts were caſt up at laſt, all comes to nothing, and ends 
in. wretchedneſs, poverty, and nakedneſs, Moſt dear. Bre- 
thren, I with and pray for the proſperity of you all : but a. 
þoveall, I wiſh your Souls proſpexity, with which, after my 
moſt dear Loves to You all, having already exceeded the 


bounds of an Epiſtle, I commend You to the living God, - 


Remaining 
| Your fervent well wiſher and Em- 
| baſſador in Criſs. 
Boba JOS. ALLEINE. 
Deviſes, Zune 22. * SY | 
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To the loving and moſt Dearly Buvved, the Seryants. - 


Hm des Frinds, 0 IG 


T- Love you, and long for you in the Lord, and Lam -wea 

| cb etl thifeosd and blſle Wo tharthe tou 
hath committed to me, for the furtherance of ,your Salya-- 
tion. © How 16og Lotd, how long ſhall I dwell in filence | 
How long ſhall my Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth} 
When wil ' God'-open my Lips, that I may ſtand up .and 
praiſe him > Bur it is my Fathers good pleaſure. yer to; keep 
me in” a total difilicy of publiſhing his Name among you 

unto him my ſoul "ſhall patiently ſubſcribe, I may not, I 
cannot complain” that he is hard to me, or uſeth me with 
Rigour : I am. full of the Mercies of the Lord, yea, Brim- 
fut"and running over, And ſhall I complain >, Far' be it 
mA ee: © Fo oe. 340 x5 

\ But though I may not murmur, methinks I may mourn a 

little, and fit down and wiſh, Of I may not have a, Tongue 

to ſpeak, would” I had, but Hands to Write, that I might 
from my Pen drop ſome. heavenly. Councels to my Beloved 
People. Methinks my feeble Fingers do even Itch to Write 

unto. you, but it cannot be, alas my Righthand ſeems to haye- 
forgot her cunning, and hath much with trembling -to 
lift the Bread unto my; Mouth, .Do,you think you. ſhould 

laye had ſo little to ſhew under my Hand, to beax-witneſgof 
my Care for you, and Love to you if God had nat ſhook. 
my Pen as it were out of my Hand > Burt all that hedoth is 

done well, and wiſely, and therefore I ſubmit, T have pre 

ES As mein pe oe pcſ- 


( 168 ) 
poſed to borrow Hands wherewith to Write unto my Beloved. 
rather-chen to be filent any longer, 

Burt where ſhall I begin, or when ſhould I end? If I think _ 
to ſpeak of the Mercies of God towards me, or mine enlarg. 
ed affe&tions towards you, methinks I feel already how ftrait 
this Paper is like tobe, and how inſignificant my Expref. 
fions-will be found; and. how infufficient.all that I can 
will prove at laſt to utter what I have to tell you ; but ſha 
I = nothing becauſe I. cannot utter all, thus muſt not be 


Come then all ye that fear the Lord, come and I will tell 
what he. hath done formy Soul, O help me to love 
that precious Name of his, which is above all my Praiſcs, 
© love the Lord all ye his Saints, and fear before him ! mag- 


nifie the Lord with me, and let us exalt his Name tog 
He hath remembred my low eſtate, becauſe his Mercy endu- 
rerh for ever. O blefſed be you of the Lord, my dearly Be. 
Joved, O thyice bleſſed may you be forall your Remembrances 
of me before the Lord, you have wreſtled with the Lorg for 
= you have wreſtled me our of the very Jaws of Death i 
1F;"O the ſtrength of Prayer! Surely it js ronger tha 
Death. See that You eyen honour the power and prevalency 
of Prayer : Oh be in Love with Prayer, and Have high and ve. 
necable able thoughts of ir,” What Diſtreſſes, Diſeaſes, Deaths can 
Nand hefore it > Surely [ live by Prayer, =_ hath given a 
Reſurre&ion to this "Body of mine, when Phyſicians, and 
Friends had:given up'their hopes. 7 
Ah my dearly Beloved , methinks it delights me to tell 
the Story of your Love, how much more 'of the Love of 
God towards me. I have not forgotten, O my dearly Be. 
loved, I have not forgotten your tender Love in all my Di. 
ſtreſſes, T remember your kindneſs to me in my Bonds, 
when once and again T wasdelivered up to a Priſon for your 
ſakes, I remember with much delight, how You refreſhed 
and comforted me in my Tribulations, how open your hearts 
were, and your hands were not ſtraightned heither, for I 


was in want of nothing, I mw not, I muſt not forget what. 
if1t me, when in places Remote 


the hand of the Lord had touched me, and thovgh my long. 


painful Fournies you took to v 


Sickneſs was almoſt incredible Expenſive to me, yer you 
4 "Sup 


ether ! 


- DOA c . ei. _. diam ” 
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(tog) 
Cupplies did not a little lighten my Burthen, _... 
| And though T pur it jaſf, yet I, do not mind it lea 


E that, 
You have been ſo ready in returning Praiſes to Godig mp... 
behalf, your Thankſgiving to God, my dear Brethren, de; 
orig er abundant cauſe to me of my. giving thanks. gato ;. 
Ou, jy Ns v4 i '  -T1 pear v7 
And now my Heart methioks is big to tell You, 3 li tle of, 
Loue to You, ſurely You are dear unto me ;, bu wines | 

it be f\vecet to tell the Story of Love, yet in this I: ll reſtrat 
ſelf, For I fear leaſt as theWiſe man ſaith of the begia-. . 
ning of ftrife, fo F ſhould find of the beginni of Love, that; . 
+ ney ooint 11, ora the Watet ; and the rather, Ido. : 
forbear, becarſe I hope you havs better Teſtimonies than, : 
Words, to bear Witneſs herein unto You, I 1, 
Burt if I ſing the Song of Love, © ler Divine Loy. EICAT 


ry the Praiſe ; I found my ſelf in ſiraights when to. 
ſpeak of the natural Love between my dear People, andan un- | 
worthy Miniſter 6f Chriſt to them; and it ſeemed thax 
I have ſaid was wuch too, little, byt wow I have to 


the Love God, it ſ*emas to be by far too much. . ears. 
 Vinfinite Love never to be Comprthended, bf ever to __ 
be Admired, Magnified, and Adoredly eve Creature), Q - 

letmy Heart be filled, Jer my Movlth be filled, let my P3-. , 
pers be tilled; ever ever filled with the thankful Ccmmenio. , 


tion of this matchleſs Love, O' turn your Eyes from other * 
Objegs 1 O Bury me in Fcrgetfulneſs, and let my Love be 
no- more mentioned nor had n+ remembrance among Y 
ſo that You may be throughly- poſſeſſed and inflamed with 
the Love of God, This, my Beloved, this is that Love 
which is ever to be Commended, and Extolled by You, See 
that You ſtudie this Love, fill your Souls with wonder, and 
feaſt your Souls with joy, and be raviſhed with rich con- 
tentment in this Divine Love : Take your daily walk, and 
kſe your ſelves in the Field of Love: Drink, O Friends, yea 
drink abundantly, O Beloyed, fear no Excc$s, O that your 
Souls may be drencht and drowned in the Love of Chri 
till You can every one ſay with the raviſht Spouſe, I am 


of Love, Marvel not thatT wander here, and ſeem, to tor- 


get the bounds of a Letter, this Love obligeth me, Yea, ra- 
ther conſtraineth me. Who in all the Earth ſhould —_— 


Tik » 
*% 
ny 


aw 


(1to) 
and commend this Love if I ſhould not ? I feel'; it, 
- - the ſweet Savour thereof oof Revived wy Soul, it is ie s Lig 


and Life co 

= "0 { re a ey Comborcd hen me, Ravithed, og 
and Soul ! My benumbed Limbs, , 

= _ s my fe = eble Knees, my Bones quite naked 
ET again Revive through the Quickning, Heal. , 
influence of pon Grace and. Love. Noy : 

Git fed me; a own. ; feet, $2, | bear me, 
is quick, my Pcs "comfortable, jand is. 
eſomie * iner cale  continua thou oug by infer I 
of, bps ſhall LE 1 raiſe” that. ove; and Grace, that - 
6 If'vii is for me}, ©, what is- this to all I haveto - 
tell You > My Heart js wed but I told You Paper could 
nothoJa'what have tofp f the Goodnels of - the, All- , 
Gtacivus God," in which Thee "I am forced to end, leaſt, 
pop ſhorild bodld oh tbear my. le My dearly Beloyed, jg ſend 

wp You, phat my Love amongſt. you "al, 


I taſte 
Me to, 


ers: tender jt to, your ad and F: ait full Paſtour ; 
whoſe Pre ence with you, Land $0 ER, an and Warchfulne(s ; 


over you,” and [ Zea] and efor you in fo dangerous a. 
time, is matter of my pen for and Thai 

God,” The Grace of our Lo 

yoli well i in the Lord, I remain 


irs 9: Tam nos Mani and fr 
ors ONO "vows Well wiſher # oa the Lord, 


ivings -unto ,, 
Jefus be with ”u all. Fare | 


* Poon 


- JOS ALLEINE.” 
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| Y Hearts deſire and Prayer for you is, (emmy 
Mite: Thiblis dia thn 


T ok hovtther Gifts; gBeamrigouy!? 

fpartberndolv3iour dow. _ ror Tet 
mobuttodaefYou:; orgive ate Tenge breritbrfeſas'? 
CkriſtplanddFiwillingt .ask you Mil fowe Yao! > 


pat wi will Sdtffet ue or You ule Tmapribiit:fave > 
005” yoni iptrilogind with v 


I call po fr by roo rams ark _— 


eater 
He, :ledame uv þ; 


1allthis' new Aran I 
thinrBlogdyiand thall Ii beehink ſrayBreath,) lor Ink, () 
ity arder to. your-Salvation | Whit pitie. ivrix; thay': 
ayink wikdukimiſtary atdbſh; ufider. fo worry: -w 
e ce,'Or.a io l 
Dr np 
Iam attai CR ad to--many 
© gt -yvain,; I: cannbt/ bur f(a to many of Your 
(conſidering the Paucity-of thoſe thatare ſaved} 3: 
ky ; _ afew ofVoninoinche Joy: ola init, 
t the Glo of Chriſt 2Dilf it.cannot be difſemblad 
2 lictle ground. to Hope;/thar = hey 


(xs) | 
are in | the ſlate of Salvation, Ant muſt not this be a ws 
toa compaſſionate Teacher, to think, 1 
cannot for his heart perſwade men, but that the moſt of them 
will wilfully mem nenen themſ:lyes ? 1s it not a Fe 
to behold the Devils'dri tipaft, of our miſerable 
Flocks (as they did once the Herd of Swine, the way 5 


ſelves amazed lookin ſa drivin the 
If dome, = Is coal oe area _ 
erdition > | 
miſerable foeftacle! —_ - the he wil blindnefs of 
ſome, what through theſe oy f ofotherry ergwhat 
through the balving, :and Ve! igion of - 
others, how great a neimbet of out who 'TFizcks;'s yank ke 
to carry utterly away from us, after all that hath been done 
dave thom!i? & oy 2:41 r5yerT bns 1.5 uns me} 
Bleek: 'catthor -batccall 'afvidhew, : 'Hearken into mic} 
me Hort long willywlove Vauity;ah&fol 


Lets, andibuſt in Jying Words. tes HonbwG0Y ; wy 


Sou urn':'! eur. 

liteiye.- prey Wap rim ,uddtuyod | wrap nay ger tear; 

guagious to guid 1 Fmn foryrn bedr, Seco yie maxrikde/ 

Nee Ee ce 
fs | Wi 

you'as'a Hew 5 hirbens!! - hear you; not 

of his Bowels > He hath normead of: You ;;Nav/libwralg! \bis') 


Sony Et dk Boe 


rreguacter rh Org 
tingidbve to finners/}Nes 


afathai, aje/45un pen iqvet rhem,/-Lp<xcirg, ory: 


pets nee Prov, 1. 22229, ' Hbtolong!yer! 
: == ones, 0 ey ye flap Noity dv all pom ack Hexwdde | 


dWywillyou die-?:Twrn you!!! 


” rep Reprants Bell _—_ out my. Spirit ypon-yous” : 


art thvu Ob come woac tas lovi 


= Qinteetibibon 1 thy.ſins:s Tobch.tlie Sceptey dOGrace" 
and: livez.Why- ſhouldei..ahwui bi daſhed in an 8 | 


QO 
S 


ns 


Py 
—C 


EO 

Tron Rod 7 Kiſs the Jon © Why ſhouſdſt' thou periſh -in the 
way ? bas wp Fats as #hy King, ] ; FIT *he Shri 
Enemy, vi e thou wouldſt not that / C1gn oner 
thee, and {> thou be called forth and flain before hs 4h 


' how dreadful will this Caſe be, to perifh pnder thepighul 


Eyes of his Merey, and to die by the haud of 2- Sayiquir/! 
double hell, to. have thy Redeemer become thips Exe- 
cutioner ! And the hand that was fo Jong firetched forth t6 
ſave thee, to be now ſtretched forth to ſay. thee: ! Attl.ubc 
mcciful heart of Chriſt himſelf bardned-againſt, thee, fo as. 
that he ſhould call thee forth, and with hizown hand hey thee 
inieces, (as Samwe} did Agag before the Lotd.) -: | | 

But I have been too too Jong in ;ptefacing to what I in- 
tended forthwith to. have fallen upon : Jodeed Lam-apt-to ran 
ut in matters thatydo fo' nearly touch 'upon iyour greateſt 
Conceramen:s. vals gicty 


- Beloved, I deſpair of ever brivging You fo Salvation, yitl:- 


out SanRtification : Or poſlefling Youwirh Happineſs, withe 


kaft hcp2 ever to ſe one of your Faces: in Klxaven, except 
You be Converted and Sanftified, and Exerciſe yeul, fulves 
tito Godlineſs, This is that I drive at. Ib;f:ech f'gu ludy 
tofurther Por jagol Godliueſs, and Family Godlineþs7 !,- > 


x, Perſonal Godlinefs, Let it be your &lt care to-{et up 
Chriſt in your Hearts, See that you make all your: worldly 
Intereſts to toop to him, that You be emtiraly! and wrf.c- 
medly.devated unto him, If you wilfully, : and delibezaicly, 
and. ordinarily harbour any fin, You are undone. See, that 
You unfeignedly take the Laws of Chriſt; as the xvle cf:your | 
wards, thoughts, and ations ; and fubjet your. wht 
man,:members and mind faithfully ro higu.: Tf ' You, ave 


| aacue reſpett to :all Gods Commandments, you per Fen: 
1] at heart, Oh ſtudy 10 get the- image and Vimpre(s of! Ghai 


you within, Begin with .;your hearts, c)fe yg 


! I build without a foundation. Labour o git a Czving,cþange | 
>| within, -or elſeall external. performances will be to. no-;witt 


f:, And then ſtudy to thew forth' the power:of goflineG 


"y-the life, Let piety'be your firſt and great:bugycls,, Js 
4} the higheſt- point of ] yſtice, CE _ due. , Beware 


that 


| (114) | 
that none of you be a Brayerlcſs perſon : for that is a moſt 
certain diſcovery of a Chrilllck, and agraceleſs perſon, of 
one that is a very ftranger to the fear of God, Suffer. not 
'your Bibles to gather duſt, See that you converſe'dayly.with 
the Word, That man'can never lay claim to Blefſedneſ, 
whoſe delight is not in the law of the Lord, Let meditati. 
on and felf-examination be your daily exerciſe, elſe the 
Papiſts, yea the Pagans, will condemn us, That. the ſhcrt 
queſtions, which T have given you as a help toſelf-examina. 
"tion, may be dayly nhrafed by you, is the matter of my paſ. 
fiohate requeſt unto-you,” If ever you come to any 
- in holineſs, without the conſtant uſe of. this praQtice, I an 
groſly deceived,” And therefore I would beſecch, 'yea,: even 
charge-you, by the Lord, that you would daily examine your 
_ by theſe queſtions, till you have ound a better help te 
this duty, | | 
Bur biery, without Charity, is but the half of chriſtianity, 
or rather impious hypocriſie, We may not divide the Tables 
'See therefore that youdo juſtly, and love mercy , and kt 
Equity, and-Chatity run like an even thred, throughout all 


your dealings, . Be you temperate inall things, and Jet Cha. 


and Sobriety, be your undivice1 companions. Let 


ſtiry, | 
truth and Purity, Serjouſneſs and modeſty, Hgavenlineſs and | 


gravity be the conſtant crnaments of your ſpeech. Ler patience 
and humility, ſimplicity and ſincerity ſhine out in all the pars 
of your converſations, See that you forget and forgive wrongy, 
and rcquite-them-with kindneſs as you would be found chil 
dren of' the moſt high, - Be merciful. in your Cer fcres, .and 
put the moſt favourable conſtruction npon our Brethren 
carriage that. their aRtions will reaſonably bear, Be flow 
in promiſing, -punQual in fulfilling. Let meekneſs and inno- 
_ cency, -Aﬀableneſs,. Yieldingneſs, and Curtelie, conumend 
yourconverſatians toall' men, . Let none of your Relatios 
wane that lovre;and loyalty, that reverence and duty, that tew 
dernefs, care,” ard vigilaucy-, which their teveral placs 
and” capacities call: fcr.\-- This is throughout gedlinc(;, 1 
charge you before the moſt high God, "that none of you be 
FO 


a4 fwearer, or 'alyar, a lover of evil company, cri 


offer, or maliciqus.,. cr. covetous., cr a druykard, cr:af} 
ghitton, untighteous in his dealing, .vncican in his living] ' 5, 
5 | G& 


2 on Fo T8 I >See naweam 
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cr aquareler, or 3 thief, or bac birer, oraajler: forT de 
nounce unto you from the living, God, thay ge{:cuttion ap4 
damnation is the end of all ſuch, Prev.'1 3. 20, Fam. 5, L2- 
Kev.21,8, 1 Cor.6.9,10, Gal.5.19,20,21, © ob Rotg: 


"2, Family Godlineſs, He that bath ſet up Chrilt in his 
heart, will be ſure to ſtudy to ſet him up in his horſe, Lec 
every family with you be a Ghriſtan Church ; every houſe, 
a horſ: of Prayer ; every -houſhold, z-houſhold of faith; Lex 
every khouſholder (ay, with Foſhus, I, and my boſe will ſerve 
the Lord, and refolve with David, Pfal, 121, 2, 21 will walk, 
' within my houſe, with a. perfef# hears, . Let me preſs upen 

you a few duties, which 1 have been lcng harpivg upon, 4 
Alas (I ſpeak it to your ſhame) with mapy (too too many) ok 
you, to little perpef: in general. E -b | | 

Firſt, Let Religion be in your families, not as a matter by 
the by, (to be minded at leiſure, when'the werld will giy* you 
leaye) but the ſanding buſineſs of the-houſe, [Let them haye 
| pour prayers is duly as their meals, is there any. of your fami- 
jes, but have time for their taking food > wretched man ! 


3 


canſt thou find time to eat in, and nor tittie $6 Pray in > 


» Secondly, Settle it upon your Hearts, that your Souls are. 
bound up in the Souls of you Family, , They committed. 
unto you, and (if they be loſt through your re. 1-&) will be 
required at your hands3 Sirs, if you do fof, you ſha}l know 
that the charge cf Souls is a heavy charge, ' ard that the 
Blood of Souls is a heavy guilt, O man, hatt thou a charge 
of Souls to anſwer for, and doſt thou not yer beitir thy ſelf 
r them, that their Blood be not found i: thy Skitts-2 Wile 
thou do no more for immortal Souls, than thou wilt do fur 
thy Beaſts that periſh 3 What doſt thoudo for thy children, 
and Seryants > Thou provideſt Meat and Drink for th-r-, 

recable to their Natures, and doſt thou not the fa:::: [*: 

ty Beaſts } Thou pgiveſt them Medicines, and c-:::1.-.- 
them when they be. Sick, and doſt. thou not fo muck. ir 147 
Swine > More particularly, : 


"5. Tet the oletivi Reading tr Weld yu 34.16.Fab.5.3 r | 
< £ þ 4 


an 


ail rglng"of in? be your Family Exerciſes, PRI. 113. 


(! 16) 


I5, f hinging wh his. Family,” viz. his Diſciple 

Aat; 16. 0 Deke 21h, 6a Bigk ; ? 
.. 2, Let every perſon iu your Families be duly called to on ac- 
count of their profiting by tht wntd heard of read, as they be 
about doing » r 60 Bun es. This is a Duty of corſequenet 
unſpeakable, and 'would be a Thcans' to bring thoſe. undet 
your charve, to retvicit ber and profit by what they recive, Set 
Chriſts Exatnple jn Calling his Family to angccount, Afas,1 6, 


*? » > 


duty of bigh iſequeee. bat (Fam afraid) ot neple@- 
leq Ly. Th 


4. Look to the firilt ſauBtiſying of the Sabbath,” by all of 5 
a 20, 4 9. Many poer Fhathd) av 


.5, Let the Moyviing and Evening, $1 fic of ſoleidn Path 
be daily offered up in Jl join Faiths. Bf L, 92, 1,2, Ex08.30, 
7,8. Luk. I, 9,10. - BW te th y be not found arhsing tht 
Families that call ict ipon Gods Kits! for Ky ſhould tht 
be wrath from the Lord upon yolr Families > Fer, 10, 35, 
O niiſcrable* Families without *Ged in the Wild, "that tt 
without Family Prayer | What have" You'fo thitny Fithih 
fins, Fwnily wants, ; Family.Mercics, what and yet.no Family 

et4 Ws 4 WL ge e6 in 20 BOFL : y- 
=> 


92, 1,2,- ag | 


73 A by noi, i. . 


bj 
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Prayers ? How do You pray with all Prayer aud Lg omen 
x Fou do not gi E ne drach, Hod 7! 20 have ne 
whe,” | What In thou all thy time'on.- ferve God, 
"Ind five thy, Soul; and is this that'for whigtrefioueanſt : find 
yo tine.” ger but aheart, and I qa findtime; Pinch our 
of your meals and fleep, rather then want ' for Prayer, KG. 
-not nly buſineſs will Hiorgi ive'leave; *Thiss f greateſt buk 
nefs, To fave'thy (eH,; ww. the Souls canmited eo; thee: By- 
fides x, wher wither ro let. * Ina-word,,” 1-the lei of. all is 
to be'got by Drayer,”Fer: 29.11, 74; x Song ;25; And bhar 
p thy biifin wittiout Gods Bleflin "gp Ba } T abinota- 
dig. Uſe th one ric ro and Bc dreafe: ity\ Mat; 25 
5 #,0c. Help arg'ts be h4d eillthowmr blires able; Purvf 
"there bens & pt] er, rericdy &how foul ylt onfley lomo abltr 


Neighbour. Ge Soetial ro11joint Prayegz: Fam. 
5.14.10 19. Als 3.5.0" _ T1; and” therefore You 
molt improve Fark ad anus - for che Mn gs! of it, -- 


*8.-Pur every one'i8 riBdmilies upon rivate Prayer. "0b- 
oe the Yoptoſur it, © Get then? the? help ofa 
Na "need if tilt they ate able-to'go withour, Di- 

"them Mole to Pray, by minding 'thewrof Fei ir fins, wants, 
20g. mbrejes, the* mareplals of Prapet, : 'Ehis' has the pragtic 
bale: and'of, Jef; Lick2t1.x, F$.7uihr 2a Hob Ob =. 

"44, | 2 ir #115 
| Set up Catechizn&4 inyour- Families At ,Hhe leaſt once 
th "week: Tt was my'parting ; dying: ueſt, that you would 
fet up and maintain t pv: "in your Famiſies. Have - you 
Yone* it all aceordingly 7 Cannot your <or[-iences witneſs, 
caynot your families witnefiyou hal noe? Well, I thought 
pF parting words would have" 'done ſamething. with uw: I 
ed the fervent: requeſt of a dying, Miniſter, would have 
oy for ſuch” a Cnall} matter* with you. "Whar, 
this day without ſol-man- catechizing ' in your houſe9? Ab, 
ta d: fcouragement ro your teacher js 'this 3 * Brethren, 
all'T yet prevail wich you > Will you 1je&t me now- alſo 2 


Oler me perfiwade you, before you take off your eyes from 


thcſe lines, to re:olve to ſet-upon the conſtant” exerife.df 
this duty, Surely I have done and ſuffered more for you 
then this comes to : will you deny me 2 I bc{-ech you, let 


hz) me 


| ig (118). 
-me- ; find; if ever God l dolning me again to viſit one houſes, 
. that the works of aſulf Fr Miniſter have ſome | whip with 
-yeu.. 'T bave ſang I p on purpcſe : what 
Picions 1{wafions — in the wind > 'and all ny 06h 
| re wag {te any have no dread of the 
Alegre, E, That ou ſhonld teach w_ things dili- 
gently 20 loam, and ol of bom a0 in your hoy- 
Ls OY ens: 6:6,7, 8. 9. aud 4.9, 10, and 11, 18, 19, 29, 
and trajy them s wp in As þ they fowl oe, Pr 09,22;6, the Mar- 


. gin, - Hath God fo.commended 4byaham, that he would teach 
is (children avs. houſbold, Ges, 18, 19. and that he had ſo 
:many isfrudel Oe Gev.14,14. the Margin and- 'given 
| ſoch a promiſe. to ro.-him thereupon, and will not ou put infor 
«are tops nefehoniniche peaſe, wx or the promiſe» Chriſt 
' honoured catec with his preſence, Luke 2. 46, and will 

ay ' not, they are eare- 


= you. own, it with your 
Iefs, and will nor learn, Fehr hve you your Authority 
fp, :#net to-uſt-it for God and.the good of, theix ſouls } 
You-will calk them 1 up, anther them todo your 3 and 
- hould-you not, at leaſt be 6s z0ghgy bo in: putting them Upon 
Gods work > Say not, they are dulland are not- capable, of 
they be dull, God xequires-of Jon. more als 280 pat 
ence, but ſo dull as they are, ;you ak hem Jeart 
to work ; and can they nor learn as wary how to Toy ' bro 
they cap _ of the myſteries of your trade, and are they not 
capable of the plajn principles of Religion ; 2 well as ever you 
would ſee the growth of RES, the.cure of jgnozance, the 
remedy of prophaneſs, the downtal of error, fulfil you my 
toy ingoing through with this duty. 
© I have been too Jongaleafly, + pb I am afraid my let. 
ter will be ended before my: wetk be done, how loath amFf 
to leave you , before .I have prevailed with ou'to a, go. 
work, to which you-are here direQed;' will you. paſ; 
promiſe, will you give me your hands > Oh that you _ 
you - cannot do me a greater plesfure. Ask whart, you. will of 
me ; See if I will not do as much for you, Oh that , your 
Families might be a joy. to me, as that twice noble Ladies 
to Fobs ; who profefſ:s he had no greater 9; then to find 
hcr.childxen walkjng in the truth ! Beloved why ſhould you 
hot give —— ONC to mores, and Fay engage each 
| i 
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| (119) 
to, On, for more vigorous and. enter in. pro- 
family godline(s, I muſt. tell you, God ok 6 
3, an ordinary from.you, in ſuch a $, as this, He ex- 
"pes that you ſhould dp, both i in wore and in your. 
pert 2s, ſomewhat more than ev _ under theſ2- his Extraor- 
dinary. diſpe gone aye mz moſt dearly beloved mine own 
bowels in Lon, Joy fatisfie the | of a tzavel- 
ling Miniſter WAI Me an Fer” the Calls Ne Pivins Provi- 
-dence > Would you' remove the Dipubbat, or prevent the 


ing Calamities > Would: you Nufcrics for the 
bn of GoanWonl that Golf uld build your: 

ſes, and bleſs yo Sane > would you that gu ur CAL 
dren ſhould b Iſs you > that” Yorr Father 


You+ Oh, then 'ſx*-upj(Pieey'in your Famfifes' as eee gu 


would. be ;:or bea\blefſing, Tg Op. "__ 


| (according to all NOS mls nn CN WR 
Bp conſtancy OTerceN) pextorim ardon ' my, proli © J 


'and iniportunity* in" $5: earnet {eo 66'Y ou ;" I-andyÞt 
«afraid 1 have dene-top Han, arid withaurt: my Errand. 
«The Lord -God peifwade you, , To:him I, fig: My: for I, am 
lt ured, Je can. Lp ail with GD * 


TICP IY WIE i Je to. rw by. 
Father f s pirits, that. hath FAN ohahy 
O Flock to wg re yorrg —_— 
Hive an account. 1h ane thy-Will,. _ 
veaghe.:ir thy Nanie," ard v4 erty bleſs thee; 
Wires have belivnd my: Reports". I. hate: given unto 


pn the Words which:thou-gateſt::wic, and they have 


received rhem. 1 have inant feed thy-Name unto them, 


86 abey have k&per thy Words: And now. 1 am 100rc 


chem,; bus {mat onto. thet 1 Hoy » "Father keep 
ehemthroug h thineogn Name; for they are thine; As 
they kev —_— the. Wok of thy Pattznce, {0 keep thou 
thew in the emptation: :They are but a flock, 
4: ana ed lei fotkt vt thow art their] Shep- 
(b 4) beard, 


(120) 
 beava, Heer eh wore wane. - Ds thou feed they, 


4:4 fold then. Rod and thy Staff comfor: 
F \ and let. not the ny Af ts of | rg Jef __ few, fo 


info of their Sonls. nt 


= "Ba what tar 7 a; fort hob "I wit: wat the Lats 
0 to | haye called afrer th em,” bit rhey world n0t an- 


fats; 1 hve bgges them. tr thy- Name , bur thi 
. "0 Woof 


Texts of Shen 26d, compel them.to come in, and ty 
bands of mercy npon them, acthou dedſt it on ling 


.Lot; anal ' theys that efczpe. for 
Hhels-tver ade be conſemed. ot DE 


anne} me nin; , much 1 
FEE "Lord prin re preihe dorll nh 
s 


by 
-*adthey ſhall Nt, brink back_rhe m1 
EE err Eme SE Lak 


pero Serwiedodhay; yo fave akin No 
5 Tcould find om wyehins vhite wordel pivyoe che ple 
Wabl#- irs wha) # - rhviy ann. vhou Yau 
S0:/d ſe we. Bier Thaorbetnwunpyears plendiog vi 

— e #1 Vain RE orfbenthocery Lay be tofþ. 
| , Pd one every ignorwny\ebery- prophune ji _ 
Me: PITS ne; end ea" 


c_ 
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. convince them of their miſerable condition, while with- 


out thee inthe world. Set gþy Image upon their Souls 

ſet up thy Worſhip in their F _ <q pride, 

£gnorance, or ſlethfulneſs, keep top #n neglet+ of the 

means of Knowledge. Let thint eyes beover the place 

of my deſires for 2d, from one-end of the p ar tothe 
7 Nay Le ein ve 


other end there every Houſe therein be a Semi- 


nary of Religion, und let thoſe that caſt their exes upon 
0 


theſe liwes, fwd thee ſliding 3 by zhe -ſecres ugfinence of 
thy Grace into their hearts, and wrreſiſtably engaging 


them to do thy pleaſure. Amen. Amen, 


ha we « C 7 
« * *%. ©. oh ” 
4 SEY > So, 1:4 ot $: vDc.@. 


e—ST Ra 2YY: RYOoOOARS: TN GS NT vc 


£ WINE Ht bal 
. : "7 o * 
- % A "> F4 I» "7 A F 
a * 
' Þ Low «> \ 
* - 
? 
It  #-uoands } 
_ i i ' q + 4p 
! 2 
: #$ > 
- ; 
- 8. SY b 
x F$ + 7; P as 
-, T 
z Fg A<. ; [1 -» X 
i : %* 
i.44 _ 4 | hoY. P 73 M- 1 
'Z FL PY wo) »& a *4t OY 0 ns 7 1 So bb A327 of bon | FATE 
ſ do. aet..4 
1 IC-i3F 
j ! ork M7 term 7 
* »* oy *s "DT 
by Cf 
+ 1 *x"F - _— _ 
3 4 Mo. oy crop  ywmatiet 
* . om .* 
, ti - > » i ; $1 
936263) 7; rf 15H; 
np , on . : 
i $7 
$5. & 
23 af 22600 6 Av L.E-T- 
11IF'@ 1 F IT” 
"% i _ 
, PET FY 


_ 


(i 
o 
[0 
F 
LY 
[1 
{ 
; 
1 
1; 
4 
pþ 
os 
} 
{| 
# 
[4 
1'Y 
j 
; 
L 


Ls « » * 
P L 0 L 
4 _ ” > 
_ ee hd 
mY 4 * + 
22 L , ; 


(122) 


k " FY 4 FI" L: FR. 7 


LETTER XXX1L 


: «Fe Fer endureth to the end ſhall be ſaved.] 


Lu 
» 


To the Loving and Well-Beloved , the Servants of 


wy Chriſt in Huntington, Grace and Peace : 


2ft dear Chriitians, 


|| Do thankfully. acknowledge, both to God, and You, that 
I am many ways obliged to love, and ſerve you : and 
furely, when the Lord ſhall turn our Captivity, I will 
( through his Grace ) endeayour to ſhew my ſelf thankful, 
wherein I may, unto You, I am the more ſenſible of your 
at love, becauf: I eannot'be inf-nſible, how little I have 
cſerved ſuch a Mercy, and how little I have. been able to 
do, to oblige You, Able, I ſay, for I am ſure, I have becn 
willing to be much more ſerviceable to you : But now, Letrers 
and Prayers azeall that I have for you; of theſe I ſhall be ready 
to be prodigal. Your love to me hath been very bountiful : 
I may not forget the liberal Supplics that you have ſent, ma- 
ny of you, even out of your poyerty tome; and not to me 


; only, but to the whole Family of my Brethren, and Fellow- 


Priſoners, who do all bicſs you, and ſend by theſe with me, 
their thankful reſpe&s unto you, I fervently pray , and do 
not doubt to ſpeed, that you may reap in Grace and Glory, 
what you have ſown to us in ovary. Perily, there 15 a ve- 
award for the Righteews, Ah, how ſure is it ! And how great 


and how near is it > Come on, my dear. Brethren, and Fel- 


Jlow-Travellers, Stir up your ſelves, and ſet to your race. 
See that you loiter not, . ſpeed apace in your holy Courſe. 
What tire by the way, 'or think ef Jooking back, when Hea- 
ven is the prize > God forbid, To him that ſoweth righre- 
| : ro 02s EY CRY ot-fncts 


is 


OY 


hes F © ! 4” of ” I 
TR 4b ans; tits i. oG. 


= 123 ) 
-ouſneks PRs, ſhall bs a ſure reward, What thouph" fr 
Feem flow 2 As Are 4p is ſo ſure; ot 7, never 
end you. ſhall rea a, impor, 
Inait bur a a, and: ou ſhall haye a ble efſed H n he 
Lurd prabs to the mos 3 as he be bis Credicey in £Y. 
Ul py 


all. Oh now for Fai 
ly would theſ: carzy. us to our. Home and Harbour, 
all dificulyes. Brethren beloy be ye followers = tes, 
who through Fajth and Patience : 
want of Patience that undges te =q br bee ;T es 
; Hot Ro a Fo: ng the inflited evil, as 

e 


the deferred ocd, Reward of Religion wobld Ye 
C:atly in < uld riot be Fe 2 Who Th 


"decetful wor Prins It "7 doubrful and dfftanr;” and*i . 
allfor Cat aron and 1 take £4 with a prekne E 


cj ; The { arcount 
F- amb Pears P yo rat xeon 


1s bur little nd ES. 5 ou ud 
to plow and x. y: TO Sw: alfar Saghting 


"when this 77 ' t "Ike nor Re 
{> te bs y. dep herfles} their Market ket Bur 
You, my nggoveable, abounding tir th 
Jour of the. = 2 mapch ag know your Jabout th: 
not be.jn vain ji ates a Utes: there isbpr a'ſho 


7 beryeen, Faſug 88 and. che blſea inheriehce of 1 ro 
oty; Ah wretghed unbelievers ! ' Hcw worthy are,you 
thug for ever out of the Kingdom, that did. fo fork at 
the Glory, that God had promiſcd,” 3 not ro ccunt ir 
ent to pay them fora fide waiting 7 Beloved,” lift np 2p yok 
Eyes and behold your Inheritance, 'the good. Land thati 
yond the 7, Ferdan, and that goodly Main, 'The _ 
are a Map of Heaven. Do. but view it believibgly. ahdiconfi 
derate]y, as it is darkly draw; there, ard tell me, "what = 
+ youof that wortby por. :1>n, that goodly Heritage Wi 
all thism3ke_ yau amends for your ſtay > Why therialt 
Believers, Ic; er bethink the pains, nor Teen of = 
on.:, Io no ma'tcarhe ſhall 'com? off a loſer, boon 

ny: you, 


You arc much u; 20 the ſpendi; gi nde'I might. 
God i; Leforeh. id with you howz ve: 'but I wotrld 
Gs 7 15 1.5. hat Ged hath ' ia 


pincinpo.. 'y 19 405 Ap rWAYYU, L 
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i Y Ms Hl who can "el Par vp mw [ lad up] 


will of all, for wagt 
calem; > 4" zchol the H man wlteth 


| recious frajts " wo Sin and hark' long -patience, 
[918 RT onns ' EY, AE d lad? rai. us K| atien;, 


Ef ud | 

& Favits of the, EF thay you'for* on br ruiits' of 

yz erhe he ILSS certainty 25 you: 

Pepich hux. a probability;o Eo Kar rhe (hath part. 
3 + 959 2 


ence: he. 1s. cantent; to. ventyhre, ext ns, and 
Zn ir be _ hat npthiny png in, 
3; [LF | | n; 


Rb 


bu \ would he & throy 
br _ Le Believets 


c 'E 


' 4 =£ EE. Eh 
EO EEE = 
T5 


s Hagk Eh ae 1 that ao Go ha Ex; of Wi wk 
| ne Dr thi Merchant fr 


wat and. give up his hopes, . When, wi hy 
{3 Dee, "IE Hug ugbaridman peta all fox 
t,; when he fees t Ng even white for. rhe * 
hall he do.mote. for a. £top of Corg, than'you'will Fr FH 
crop of. Glory > Farbe ir, Behold this! udge is even” at 
ATP ;The Lord i at.hand, He cometh'quickly, and his 
reward is with bim, He comes with the Crown in” kis hand, 
be eery the head of patience, Therefore' caſt not aw 
yols confidence, which hath great recompence of reward, 
The Priſoners of the Lord, your Brethren in the Patience of 
Jeſus, cantell you, it is 700d ſeffering for ſuch a Maſter, We 
oe tell: -you, as they ſaid to our Lord in another caſe, He 


i 


x ha ow _ big 3 Gl Kive alittle pati- 


he 1N dra\veth 
Re dre Fe PaeR ace fo; 


-4 "i mms. 
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As,we _ ou forgot not the pcor Prif >ners, when you pray, 

ſ> we would that Abankſgirings] Tad tabound in our 

behalf, And Prayer being the onely Key that' can open our 

Priſons, we truſ,that you will not lack, nor let your hands 

be heavy, but pray #rorfaftirs and” doubrleſs Prayer will 

do it, But I am apt to paſ: the bounds of a Letter, yet I pro- 
miſt ry C-lfutow'26VeaGe pardon forle lbxi vg t rp 


my dear Loves to you all, Ti col you to Gc the 
word of his Grace, Thoug | have done writing , yet not 
- ing, Iwill vn. 8 A my Letter ends,. m > Projers 


ſhall begin, Farewell, dear Brethreti':* Fate youvell & the 
Lord, I am 
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LETTER XXXIL 


| [For Fetſeverance...]. | 
the Servants of Chriſt 1n Luppit, 
Beloved Chriſtians, _,. = 
I Aving taken up a Reſolution to Write to, and to endea- 
-your to confixm all-the Places, where I have gone up 

and down Preaching the Kinydom of God, You were by no 
means to be amitted, You were the People that were laſt 
upon my Heart, before my taking up, and had I not been 
made a Priloner, 'I think I had ina few hours after the time 
cf my. Apprehenfion been'with you. Now T can no way but 
by Prayers, Letters, and Councels viht you; 'abd f hay: 
ſent theſe, to let you know, that you are upen tny ,Heart, 
and that your Welfare isdear unto me, I blcK, the Lord to 
hear that his Work doth not ceaſ2 among you, It is the 
Joy of our Bonds, Beloved, to hear that the Word is not 
>-ind, and that Satan hath not his deſign upon the People 
cf ,>-d, who doubtleſs intended by rheſe Sufferivgs to have 
ſtruck Terrour into them, and to have made their Hands 
weak, Know, dear Chriſtians, that the Bonds of the Gcf- 
pel are not tedious through Grace unto us, thar Chriſt is a 
Maſter worth a ſuffering tor, that there is really enough in 
Religion to defray all our Charges, and to quit all the Coſt 
and Expence You can be atin or upon it ; That you may 
Build upon it that you can never be Icſers by Jeſus Chriſt, 


that Chriſts Priſon is better than the Werlds Paradiſe, that 


the Divine Attributes are alone an All-ſufticient Livelihood, 
that the Influences of Heaven, and Shines of Gods Counte- 
nance are ſufficient to lighten the darkſomeſt Dungeon, ard 

FC NED to 
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to Perfume and Sweeten the nojſomelt Priſon:to 2 poor Bokit? 
ver : that if You can bring Faith and Patience, and the Aſs 
ſurance of the Divine Favour with You to a Priſon, you yill 
live comfartable in ſpight of Earth and Heil. Theſe.ars Trurhs 


that the Priſoners cf Chriſt can/jin a meaſere Seal unto; ; ad - 
. I would have you to be more ſoundly afſured' of, and. eſtas 


bliſked in, Brethreo, we are of the ſanie mind 


MA LDN, 
that we were of in the Pulpit z that there.is_ vo Life tg; 3. Lite - 


of Holineſs; that. Chrift, and his Yoak, and his Craſgarewor=r 
thy of all acceptation ; that it is the: beſt, and wiſz},. avd 7, 
ſateſt and gainfulleſt courſe jn the World to ſtick clofe-340 + 
_ *Chriſt and his Ways, and to adhere to them in all hazards; 

.Come on, Beloved Chriſtians, come on, ſlack not your pacey 


=» . 


but give dilligence to the full aſſurance of Hope unta the eyd + 


-inkerir the Promiſes, Strengthen the Hapds that hang downg 
whats 


them that trouble us, and to us that are troubled, reſt with 


bim, 


- 
LO 
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Kim, Onely believe and wait: Whathot watch with hintone 
hbur->* Why the Judg' is even at the door ! And how: biefled 
' will you be if you do but continue and hold faſt till he come ! 


Iatth therefote, andftand faſt, quit you like men, be Zea... 


tous, : and tet your! hearts be ſtrong-: God is your Friend, and 
you may truſt him,” ' He is able to bear you our, and bear you 
up: Faitit not therefore, but be ftedfaſt, unmoveable, abonnd.. 
Ingin the works of the Lord, Speak often one -to another, 


rion againſt Godlineſs, make the Torrent of your Zeal break 
oycr- with the more violence. But it's time to end, I have 
keen bold t6 call upon you, you fee; and toſtir you up by 
way of Remembrance, May the Spirit of the moſt high God 
excite y6h, /ericotrage you, 'enflame you: May thefz poor 
Lines be ſome quickning to you: may the Good-wilt of him 
that dweltin the Buſh dwell with you.” My- dear Loves to you 
31}, Pray for rhe-Itjfoners, Farewel dear Brethzen, farewell 


PO oo bo, Tours tn; tht Bonds of the 
2 TE _— j ENT n 'y ; : 
20 | Thr . REES be Lord Jeſws, 


JOS. ALLEINE! 


provoke to Love, and to good Works. Let the Bay of Oppo- 


(129) + 


— 
— 4 


LETTER XXXIV. 
To a Back-ſtiding Fellow- Student. | 


Str , 
WW = this will find you, or when, or where, I know 
not 3 bur I have ſhot this arrow at a venture. Once 
you were an Aſlociate with me in Corpys Chriſti, where T, 
remember your blameleſs Converſation, and your zealous af- 
fe&ion for , and adheſion to the ways and people of God, 
May you be ſtill found in the tame parhs ef Holineſs, with= \ 
out which no man ſhall ſee God. The vows of God are np- | 
on me (which, I confeſs, I have been roo ſlack to pay) thar 
T would put you in remembrance,- and in all Brotherlyren- 
derneſs adviſe you,toremember from whence you are fallen. 
Twas informed, before your leaving of E1gland,of many un- 
happy miſcarriages, which the great reproach of your holy 
Proteſſion, you had been too manifeſtly guilty of, Iamnor 
withour ſome hope ,. chat the Lord may have fince recal- 
led you, and brought you back to himſelf ; and yet not 
without more fear, leſt, if the power of aorruption were ſo 
ſtrong, as to precipirare you with ſuch violence , art ſuch a 
time as that was, and in ſuch a place as England, as Oxon 
where you had ſo many encouragements, and inducements, 
examples, and fairhful friendly, watchful obſerves , you may 
now much more be carricd away,in ſuch a place, and among 
ſuch Company , as now you may be likely to be in. Sir, I 
beſeech you to be aſſured , that nothing but the conſcience 
of my duty harh engaged me , now you have been fo ma- 
ny years a ſtranger to me, and are at ſo many thoufand 
miles diſtance from me, to write notwithſtanding to yoo. 
AndI befeech you, bear a little with me. Is it wiſdom after 
you have begun in the _=_ to end in the fleſh? yau did 


run well , who hath hindred you ? I remember your ſtrie- 
ki '{ 0h Walk» 
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walkings , your holy converſe, your many tears : will you 


loſe rhe things that you have wrought ? have you found our 


another a nearer way to Heaven ? do you hope to get in ar 
the wide Gate, in the broad way ? need I ro mind you,thar 
it had been better for you never to have known the way of 
life, then afzer yon have known ir, to turn afide from the 
Holy Commandment ? can you ever enter into Gods Hill, 
without you be of clean hands,and a pure heart? I know, you 
are not ignorant, That ſtrait is the gate, and narrow #s the way 
that leadeth unto life , and few there be that find it : and will 
you yer doas the moſt , and decline the way of ſtrifnefs, 
and holy ſelf-denial,and give the fleſh the reins? whar, when 
God, thar cannot lie, hath ſaid, 1f you lrve after the fleſh, you 
ſhall die ? Do you nor know that you do in vain name the 
rame of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , except you depart from ini- 
quity ? I am ſure you knowir: Oh Sir, conſider ir, improve 
it. Oh ! have you for learnt Chriſt, as to think, that the way 
of Carnal liberty and looſneſs, the way of evil company and 
fleſhlineſs, is rhe way to eternal life? I am nor for rying up 
Salvation to this, or that Opinion : but certainly, let men be 
of whar opinion they will, without ſtri&neſs, (elf-denial, and 
holy diligence, they cannor be ſaved, Mat. 16. 42. Mat. 1, 
I2. 1 Pet. I. 15, 16. Once yon could fay with David, I am 
a companion to all them that fear thee : is it ſo now? © Sir, 
lernot the wicked entice you, Hath not God ſaid, 4 Com- 
panion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed, Prov. 13. 20. That you muſt 
forſake rhe fooliſh , if you defire to live, Prov. 9. 6. Sir, I 
have no more hopes ever ro meet you more on Earth : O 
chat T might meer you in Heaven! ter us tread the ſame path 
of Holineſs, and then we ſhall doubtleſs meet there. Bur 
ſurely you muſt deeply, and timely repent of , and return 
from your grievous back-ſlidings , orelſe 1 defire never ro 
meer in your Heaven. Bur why ſhould not we, that have ſo 
. ofcen mer in ſerious and holy Prayer together, we that have 
fo often metat the Lords Table rogerher, we that have ſo of- 
ren car together, and faſted rogerher, meet in glory together ? 
I beſeech you dear Sir, if the Lord hath not already ſmirren 

ou to the duſt, and broken you,and reduced to rhe ways of. 
folineſs now conſider your ways, and turn youf feer to his 
Teſtimonies. Oh remember thar, The back-ſliger RT 
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be filled with his own ways. God hath faid ir, and who fhall 
reverſe-it? If any man draw back, my Soul ſhall have no plea« 
fure tn him. And once again, when the righteous turueth away 
from bis righteouſneſs, and committeth iniquity, ſhall .ba live ? 
In his treſpaſs that he hath treſpaſſee, ſhall he not die ? Tknow 
Prayers can reach you, though at ſo vaſt a diſtance ;.I ſhall 
add-to them cheſe Counſels, and commit you to God , re- 


maining 
Tonr real Friend in C rift; 
7 oſeph Alltine, 


Futlobaſter, May 18th, 
1664. 


LETTER XXXVv. 
F Good Connſel to his Wife.) 
My moſt dear Theodoſia ; 


TO. ” D-0 a 

Hou ſeemeſt ro have been long from me : Ler nothing 
any lenger.derain rhee,”>:1t my. Sitters neceility, or Fa- 
rhers Authoriry, I am very ſorry that thou ſhouldfſt loſe ewo 
Sacraments, I am in acomfortable ſtare of health, through 
Diyine goodneſs, ro which be glory for ever, See that thou 
love and admire that Fountair. of our life, and peace: and 
be ever mindful that *tis all thy bufinels ro love, and \-: ve, 
and praiſe thy Creator and Redcemer, I haveno orher ' = 
fineſs but this to write to thee aHout : Bur this is all cur {4+ 
fineſs, Whar be uſe to call bufinets is but vanity anc pry- 


C22) c;me 
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time,and ſome by matter in compariſon of this. Remember 
and forget not that *ris thy chict end to glorific God,and.en- 
joy him for ever. Learn well that Leflon, and know thar 
ir is the one thing neceſlary. Every morning remember thac 
thy ſerving and pleafing of God,is the whole bufineſs of that 
day,and therefore ſer out accordingly with an expreſs deſign 
and intention to pleaſe God in thy cating, drinking, viſiting, 
converfing, calling, and duries of thy Relations througkour 
the day. My moſt dear heart, I have nothing in the world 
that doth concern thee, or me fo much to write of to thee, 
as this is. Oh that thou mayſt be ſtill be laying up in Keaven ! 
ſtill furthering rhy account 3 ſtill adding to the heap,and en- 
creaſing thy glorious reward! nothing 1s done for God, but 
thou ſhalt hear of ir again. Whatever is not done for God,is 
bur ſo much loſt. Thoſe things which others do being led by 
their natural affe&ions and defires, thoſe things do thou do 
with holy Aims, for ſpiritual ends, and then God will put ir 
-on the account,as fo much done for him. So it is my deareſt, 
God keeps a true account. See thar thou believe ir, and ſo 
plow in hope, and ſowe in hope, pray and hear with an eye 
ro the ſure reward, Let thy hopes be ftrong and lively, and 
then thy hands will be ſtrong,and thy reſolutions and afte&i- 
ons will be ſtrong.My time is very precious,and I would nor 
| Joſe any inch of ir.See thou to it,that myrime in writing this 

Letter be not loft time. Love God the more, and ſet thine 
heart the ftraighter towards him,and do bur praGiice this one 
thing, in every ſolemn a&ion to look to thy ends,and then I 
have gor well, and rhou better by theſe.Counſels. My dear- 
eſt, 1 love thee in truth and tenderneſs, hut my love ſignifies 
lictle, unleſs ir ſerye rhine Eternal good, 


Treft thine own, 


' JOSEPH ALLEINE. 
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LETTER, XXXVI. 
[To his Wife, Defires after Heaven. 
Ay Dear Feart, 


Y heart is now a little art reſt to write to thee. TI have 

been theſe three days much diſturbed, and ſet out of 

frame. Strong ſolicitations I have had from ſeveral -hands, 
ro accept very honourable preferment in ſeveral kinds, ſome 
friends making a- Journey on purpoſe to propound it , bur I 
have not found the invitations (though I confeſs very honour- 
ble, and ſuch as are or will be ſuddenly embraced by men of 
far greater worth and eminency) to ſuit with the inclinations 
of my own heart-, as I was confident they would not with 
thine. I have ſent away my friends ſatisfied with the reaſons 
of my refuſal, and am now ready with. joy to ſay with David. 
Soul return unto thy reſt. Burt alas, that ſuch things ſhould di- 
ſturb me, I would live above this lower region, that no paf- 
fages or providence wharſoveyer might. pur me out of frame, 
nor diſquict my ſoul, and anfertle me from my defircd reſt. 
I would have my heart fixed -upon God,foas no occurrences 
raight diſturb my tranquilicy, but-I might be ſtill in the ſame 
quiet and even frame. Well, though Iam apt to be unſertled, 
and quickly ſect off the hinges, yer methinks T am like a Bird 
our of the neſt, I am never quiet till I am in my old way of 
Communion with God , like the needle in the Compaſs that 
3sreſtleſs, till ir be turned towards the the Pole. I can fay 
through grace with the Church, with my ſoul have I defired 
rhee in the night, and with my Spirit within me have TI ſought 
thee early, my heart is early and late with God, and tis the 
buſineſs and delight of my life to ſeek him, But alas, how long 
* fhall T be a ſecking? how long ſhall 1 ſpend my days in wiſh- 
ing and defiring, when my glorified Brethren ſpend theirs in 
rejoycing and enjoying ? look as the poor impriſoned captive 
fighs under the burdenſome clog of his Trons, and can onely 
(13) pear 


(134) 
pear through the Grace, and think of,and long for the {weet- 
neſs of that liberty which he (ſees others enjoy : ſuch me- 
thinks is my condition : I can only look rhrough rhe Grate 
of this Priſon my tleſh, I ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, and Facob, 
fitting down in the Ringdom of God , bur alaſs, I my ſelf 
muſt ſtand withour longing, ſtriving, fighting, running,pray= 
ing, waiting, for what they are enjoying, - Oh happy,thrice 
happy _ when ſhall theſe Fetters of mine be knocked 

oft ? when ſhall I be ſer ar liberty. from- this Priſon of m 

body ? you are cloted with glory , when I am clothed wit 
duſt. I dwell in fleſh, in a Houſe of Clay, when you'dwell 
with God in a Houſe not made with hands, . eternal' in che 
Heayens. Imuſt be continually clog'd with the cumberſome 
burden of this Dupg-hill Body, thar had irnort a foul dwel- 
ling in it like Salt gs it were to preſerve,it would ſoon turn 
ro putrefaRion and corruption , and be as odious and loath- 
ſome as the filthieſt Carrion, when you have put on incor- 
ruption and immortality, What continual moleſtation am I 
ſubje& to by reaſon of this fleſh? whar pains doth ir coſt me to 
keep this earthen Veſſel from breaking,ir muſt be fed, ir muſt 
be clothed, it muſt be exerciſed, recreated, and which is worſt 
of a)l cheriſhed wich —— ſleep, fo thar I live but 
little of the ſhort rime I havealotted me here : but oh bleſ- 
ſed ſouls, you are ſwallowed up of immortality and life,your 
race is run, and you have received your Crown. How cau- 
rious _ be to keep me from dangers , how apt am I to 
be troubled with the cares and fears of this life, moleſting my 
ſelf with the thoughts of whar I ſhall cat , and what I ſhall 
pur on, and wherewithal Tfhall provide for my ſelf and mine; 
when your ſouls are raken with nothing but God,and Chriſt, 
and *ris your work to be ſtill contemplating, and admiring 
that love that redeemed you from all rhis. Alas, how am [ 
encompaſt with infirmicies , ardtill carry about me Death 
in my boſome, what pains andcoſt muſt I be'ar to repair the 
rotten and ruindus building of this earthly Tabernacle, which 
when I have done I am ſure will ſhortly fall about my ears 3 
when you are got far above mortaliry , and-are made equal 
with the Angels. Oh I groan earneſtly robe clothed upon 
with my houſe which is from Heaven, being willing rather ro 
be abſent from rhe Body , and preſcnt- with the Lord : = 
| | when 
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when ſhall I come and appear before him. When ſhall I re- 


. ceive the Purchaſe of my Saviour, the fruit of my prayers, 


the harveit of my labours, the end of my Faith , the Salva- 
tion of my ſoul? Alas, what do There ? this is not my reſting 
place. My treaſure is in Heaven,and my heart is in Heaven, 
Oh when ſhall I be where my heart is? woe is me that I ſo- 
jour in M-*c, and dwell in the Tents of Kedar. Oh that I 
had wings 1:/:t a Dove, that I might flie away and be ar reſt. 


Then would I haſtea my eſcape from the windy ſtorm and 


rempeſt, and be our of the reach of fears, diſturbances, and 
diſtrations, How long-ſhall I live at ſuch a diſtance from 
my God, ar ſuch a diſtance from my Countrey ? Alas, how 
can I be merry , how can I ſing the Lords Song ina ſtrange 
Land; no, Iwill hang my Harp upon the Willows , and fir 
down and weep when Iremember $707, Bur yet my fleſh 
ſhall reſt in hope, and I will daily bathe my ſoul in the ſweer 
thoughrs of my bleſſed home.I willrejeyce in hopes of what 
I donor yet enjoy,and eomtent my ſelf with the taſte of what 
I ſhall ſhortly have my fill of. Bur ſtay this Pen run not be- 
yond thy Commiſſion. Alas, now I receive what I have 
gorten, I perceive I have ſct down what I would be rather 
than what Tam, and wrote mere of my dears heart than my 
own penning, rather a Copy for my ſelf, than a Copy of my 
ſelf, Well, I thank God I have got ſome heat by ir for all, 
the Lord grant thou mayſt get a thouſand times more, The 
Lord grant the requeſt I daily pour out before him, and make 
us helps and furtherances to each others ſoul, 'thar we may 
quicken and' promote and forward one another in his ways. 
Help me by thy Prayers as thou doſt always. The God of all 


Peace and comfort be with thee my ſweer love, Farcyel, 


T hine beyond Expreſſion, 
| Foſeph Aleint, 


Web” C41 * LET- 


- ta:keft of Rerribytion, and of Juſtice doth nor ſo well reliſh 
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LETTER, XXXVII 
[ God is a ſatisfying Portion.) 


Ay moſt dear Pylades, 


H*s not my right hand long fince forgot her cunning, and 

the Almighty ſhook rhe Pen our of my hand, I ſhould 
long ere this have been writing to,thee : bur it is a wonder of 
Divine Power and goodneſs that my foul had not before this 
time dwelt in filence, 'and that death had not pur the long 
petiod to all my Writing and Converſe, 

O my Pylades, what ſhall I Tay wnro thee now TI begin to 
write, where ſtall T begin,whenſhall I'end ? merhinks'I am 
as a full Bortle: quite inverred , where the forward preſſing 
of the overhaſty Liquor makes rhe evacnation more flow, 
_ my thoughts are like a thronging croud ſtickirig in the 

oor.” | 

Long is the Song of Love' that Thave to tell thee, Trejoice 
in the conſtancie of thy Love , that the waters ot ſo long a 
filence,and ſo great a Aiſtance have not yet quenched it, bur 
thy detires are towards me, and thy hearr is with me, though 
Providence hath hindred me from thy much defired Compa- 
ny. Twill aſſure thee it hath been a pleaſure ro my heart a 
good part of this ſummer to hope that I ſhould come one half 
of the way to give thee a meeting z bur fuch is my weakneſs 
hitherto , thar I am forced tro put off thoſe hopes till the 
Spring, when, if God give me ſtrength roride, I intend to 
ſee thee before mine own Home. I thank thee for all the 
dear expreſſions of thy fervent love : Methinks I ſee it, and 
feel! how it runs through all the Veins of every Letter, nay, 
every Line ; Ineeded nor ſo chargeable a Teſtimony as thy 
golden Token,with which I was ſomething diſpleaſed, becauſe 
I thought thou needeſt more than my ſelf : but the love there- 
by expreſſed is moſt dearly welcome to me. What thou 


with 
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with me, becauſe the Phraſes ſcem improper to thelave pro- 


feſt between us, I never looked for any return from thee bur. 


love,which is the paying of allchy Debts: my experices have 
indeed been vaſt and almoſt incredible ; bur barely goodneh 
and mercy hath followed me, -and do follow,mme 1n cyery 
place, and in'every change of my condition, ſq that. as to 
remporals I have lack of nothing,and as for ſpiritualsT abound 
and fuperabound, and-the treams of my 'cotmafarts.,have been 
full and ruuning over ;-the joy. of the Lord hath been my 
ſtrength at weakeſt , and in the multitude -of my. thoughts 
within-me, his comforts have:refreſh'd my Sou], I have found 
God a farisfying portion to me, | have ſar down under 
his ſhadow with full delights, his feuir is:moſt {weet 40 
my taſte: he is my ſtrength andany Song, . for 1, will take of 
him, and write of him with perpetual pleaſure. - Through 
grace, I can ſay, methinks Famnow m my Element, fince I 
have begun ro make mention of him, Iam rich inhim , and 
' happy in him, and my ſoul faith-untohim with David, Thou 
haft made me moſt bleſſed for evermore , — ,is' rhe 
hour that ever x7 was born.to be made partaker-of P bliſsfyl 
a Treaſure, ſo endleſs a feliciry, ſo Angelical Prerogatives, ;a5 
Thave in him. 3 O ſweet arc his conyerſes, how dehghtful ir is 

to-rriumph in his Love ! SECT 
Suffer me to be free with thee;where ſhould] pour our my 
Soul, if not into thy boſom? did the poor woman call upon 
her friends 'and neighbours to rejoyce together with her gr 
the finding of a loſt Groat ? and ſhall not-I tcll to thee the 
keeper of the ſacrers of my Soul,and the friend-of my inmoſt 
boſom, whart a friend is the Lord to me,though an unworthy 
finner , ſhall not I run and tell thee what a treaſure I have 
found. And here merhinks the ſtory of the Lepers comes nor 
aunaprly to my mind, who ſaid one to another when they had 
eat and drunk,and carried away filver and gold,and raymenr, 
and went and hid it, we do not well, this day 1s a day of good 
tidings and we hold our prace. It is fir that I ſhould be cloath- 
ed with ſhame; 1 acknowledge before God, who trieth the 
hearts, T am unworthy, everlaſtingly unworthy, bur it is nor 
fir that he ſhould loſe his praiſe, nay ratker, let him be the 
more ador'd, and magnift'd, and admir'd for ever and ever, 
and ler my Secrets ſay, Amen. Bleſs the Lord, © _—_ 
| els 


| 
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bleſs the Lord, O'my Friend, let us exalt his Name toge- 
ther, he is my ſolace in my (olitude, he is my ſtanding com- 
forrer, my tried friend my (ure refuge, my ſafe retreat, he is 
- my Paradiſe , he is ny Heaven 3: and my heart is at reſt in 

him: and EH fit and fing under his ſhadow, as a Bird a- 
Wong the Branches 3 and'whither ſhould ] go but unto him ? 
Shall I leave the farneſs of the Olive, and ſweetneſs of the 
Fig-rree,and of the Vine, and goand pur my truſt under the 
ſhadow of the Bramble? No, have made my-everlaſting 
choice : this is my reſt for ever , he is my Well-beloved in 
whom I am well pleaſed.Sufter me to boaſt a liztle here, I may 
Glory without vanity, and Ican praiſe him without end or 
meaſure , bit I have nothing to ſay ef my ſelf: I find thou 
| Hoſt overvalue me, and magnifie me aboye my meaſure; ſet 
the Crown upen'the head of Chriſt,let nothing be great with 
thee but him, give him the glory * but thy love pleaſeth me, 
only I have this exception, that thou art in love with thine 
own Idol, as Auſtin ſomewhere ſpeaks to a friend of his thar 
"did roo much magnifie him, and magnifieſt a Creature of 
thine own faticie, and not thy poor Oreſtes : God that knoweth 
all rhinps, knowerh my poverty, how little, how low, and 
. how mean lam, and how ſhort I come of the attainments of 
the Saints, who yet do themſelves come ſo exceedingly ſhort 
'of the Rule that God hath ſet before vs : Toften think of the 
Complaint of the deyout Morfier [I feel my ſelf very poor 
this week ,'and very defeQive in the love of God; it you 
would know wherein you may pleaſure me, love God more; 
that what is wanting in me , may be made up in the abun- 
ance of your love : ] inthis,my Pylages, in this thon mayeſt 
moſt highly pleaſure me 3 love God a little the better, praiſe 
him a little the more for my ſake ; ler me have this to pleafe 
my ſelf in, that God is a little the better loved for me , and 
that I have blowed up, if ir be but one flaſh, nay, but one 
ſpark of Divine Love inthe boſom of my deareſt friend to- 
wards him. 

But why, my Pylades, why is thy ſtile rowards me chang- 
ed ? why haſt thou loft the old and wonted ftrain of our 
former pleaſing familiarity ? this T could nor bur obſerve with 
ſome diſguſt, is it becauſe thy heart is changed ; bur this isa 
queſtion in which I cannot ask any reſolution ; I am _ 

c 
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fied and at reſt in thy love, but what this alterations means, 


* I knownot; art thou willing by degrees to grow ſtrange 3 


it cannot be, thou leeſt however that I cannot change my 
yoICe, : 
Buſides, 7 find ſome jealons paſſages in thy laſt lines unta 
us 3 bur caft thou think that 7.B. can be put into the ballance 
againſt my old Friend, my own, my Covenant Pylages,or can 
a friend of words come into any competition or compariſon 
with thine experienced love ? I cannor entertain the 
thoughts of this withour ſome diſdain. | 
Bu: thy needful] cautions are acceptable ro me, ,I defire ro 
foreſce and proyide for manifold changes and ſtorms ; I know 
I am not yer inihe Harhor z O pray with me thatI enter nor 
intc Temprartion, for 1am very weak in Spirit , as well as in 
body, God knoweth. Bur there is no end with me, ſomewhere 
or cri:er 7 muſt break off, and rhou. wilt ſay ir is time to ſhur 
up ; ior orice onely know, that I am thy daily Orator, and 
wil: Lc whileſt TI am: and yer once more] muſt have room 
to add my thankful acknowledgement of thine and thy coſt- 
ly kindneſs 3 and fo with our moſt dear affe&ions to you 
both, I commend you tothe God of love, ſtill abiding. 


Thy faſt and ſure 
| Oreſtes. 
Bath,OFob, 13+ 166 ft + v; 58 / 
. | LET- 
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LETTER XXXVIL ' 
 [Toaperſon of Quality to be conftant.} 


Aft Hononred Sir, 
A Any charges have paſſed over both you and my (elf, 

VI fince my tft Writirig'to you, but 1 am glad to hear 
that in that great change of your condition, you have made 
ſo.wife and happy a choice. Mine unfeigned defire to God is 


for your Temporal and: Spirirual proſperity 3 and that the 
bleſt j* of both Worlds may be heaped uj upon you. YetT 
ſhouldqe ire you not ro expe too much here,nor to count 


ic a range tt6ng,. if you rheet with diſappointments, Ir is 
enough; you haye the Lord for your portion, and Heaven 
for.your Igherirance , though the World ſhould nor anſwer 
your expeAations. I doubrnot bur you will belikely,as well 
we,ro meet with. manifold remprations : rhe Lord make you, 
when you have done all ro ſtand. Hold 6ur a while in faith, 
parience, and ſelf-denial,and you ſhall be as ſure as God can 
make ybu of the Crown. Now ariſe and ſhine,and hold forth 
rhe power of holineſs in all your converſe. We have lived 
in times when Religion was the way to credit and efteem, 
- and then iE-was moredifficult to diſcern the ſincerity of ones 
profeſſion , becauſe men might be drawn ro it upon worldly 
c3ds.. Rex now is the time when God will prove us, if we 
will appear fgr him , andown his Ways when they are the 
common ſcorn of the World. Oh Sir, think it not hard if 
God do call you forth to own him in ſuch a time as this, when 
few of your rank and quality will bear you company : bur 
look upon ir as a ſpecial advanrage to prove your fincerity, 
and-your fidelity ro the Lord your Maker. The holy and 
bleſſed life of that noble Marqueſs Galeaczzs, I ſhould much 
commend to your reading and Imitation. Court not the 
world nor its prefermenrs , Moſes his ſelf-denying choice, 
which the World would have branded for unparalled 
folly.-when he voluntarily left all the Courr-preferments and 
plcaſures , the wiſeſt Judge commends for the greateſt Wiſ- 
dom. -If Religion will make you vile,reſolve with that Royal 
Worthy, that you will be yer thore vile, Remember who ac- 

counted 
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counted the reproaches of. Chriſt greater riches , than the 
Treaſures of Egypt. Verily it is a greater honour tv you ta 
be vilified for Chriſt , than to be dignified with the higheſt 
Titles thar the greareſt on Earth can confer : and to begallÞd 
Puritan, or Phanatique, for the bold and conſtant owning of 
the power of Chriſtianity, than to have whole Pages filled u 
with the honourable offices and marks of Digniry,that earth- 
ly Princes can beſtow. Now then is your time to ger the true 
honour, Few of your places and digniry,will take this way 
to ger it : Bur he thar can bur uſe the proſpeRive of Faith, 
_ look as far as the approaching Judgment, will'cafily ſee 
the vanity of the worlds riches and flattering preferments, 
and the everlaſting glory and honour wherewirh the fifpiſed 
Saints ſhall ſurely be Crowned. Fix your eyes and Medita- 
tions here, and rhar will ſet you above the worlds remptartions, 
when by its offers or threatnings it would make you co warp, 
and *o ler.go your hold-faſt of'Erernal life. Now is the 
time for you to make Heaven ſure, and when that is done, 
you are prepared for the worſt thar can come. I defire you 
ro accept of my ſervice and reſpe&s, and my Wives,which I 
do hereby preſent unto you , and to your moſt deſerving 
yoak-fellow, whom I unfeignedly honour though T never ſaw 
her , not ſo much for her noble blood , which yer calls for 
oreat reſpe&s, as for her far more noble qualifications , and 
priviledges of her ſecond birth, Pardon my boldneſs with 
you in troubling you ſo long, I am Sir, 


Torr moſt Obliaged Friends 
and Servant, © 
Feb. 26. 1661, 


JOs. ALLEINE; 


LET: 
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Ca 


LETTER, XXXVII. 


Dear Conzin, 


JJ I have been in the valley of the ſhadcv of death, 
though I have had more than one foor in the Grave,and 
have been in deaths often, yet the love and remembrance © 
you, ever liveth on my hearr : I have long had neither feer 
to walk nor hands to write, yet I have-borrowed hands as you 
ſee, rather than I would ſtay any longer from warning and 
admoniſhing of you. Dear Couzin, that ſoul of yours, thar 
precious immortal ſoul is of no light value with me ! I pray 
. hard for irs Salvation : I havea Godly fear for you, leſt your 
ſoul ſhould miſcarry in a crowd of worldly buſineſs, and of 
. earthly cares, Ah, my dear Niece, it comforts me that you 
are ſo ſerled for this world, and are in want of nothing , I 
bleſs the Lord for this , bur me thinks this doth nor ſarisfie 
me. Oh, thac I could be ſure thar you were once ſafe ſcrled 
in Chriſt 3 though you are, truſt comfortably furniſhed with 
earthly things, yer in this you are bur half provided for : 
have you a Treaſure in Heaven ? have you laid hold on eter- 
nal life ? have you made ſure work for everlaſting ? have you 
paſt. the ſtraits of the New-Birth ? do your bear upon you 
the marks of the Lord Jeſus ? 

If you ſhall paſs by a ſumpruous Fabrick,and a great Lord- 
ſhip,and ſhould lay claim to all as your inheritance, and pleaſe 
your ſelf with the hopes of enjoying all this; when you had 
nothing ro ſhew, no Writing, no Evidence to produce , as 4 
ground for any ſuch hope, would not every one ſay,this were 
a piece of ſtrange vanity and imprudence ; much greater fol- 
iy is 11 to promiſe our ſelves a part in Paradiſe, and reft fatis- 

ed in a meer perſwafion that we are the Heirs of Heaven, 


when we cannot prove our Title from the Book of God,nor 


produce from within our ſelves , the ſure and certain marks 
of the children of Goa. | 
Ah, Dear Couzin, Rouze up your (elf make — 

| ca 
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deal plainly and freely with your ſoul, ſay within your (clf, x 
have hopes for Heaven but where are my grounds and my 
Evidences ? do I nor build without a foundation-?: do I ven- 
rare my Salyation upon meer uncertainties ? What have I, 
whar do I more than orhers ? I pray, I hear, Tread, but may 
nor a meer Hypocrite do all this? -J run notiwith others into 
the wretched praice of Lying, and Couzening,,Whoredom, 
and the like ; but whar is this more than a Pharifce yay have 
to fay for himſelf? can I prove by Scripture my tlaim to 
Heaven? can1 produce Chapter and Verſe to. juſtific my ſelf? 

Oh Courzin, fear, leaſt a Promiſe being left of entring in- 
toreſt, you ſhould by any miſtakes, or ſelf-deceics fall ſhort 
through unbelief; fear left you ſhould rake Counters of gold, 
or ſome common workings for.ſaving Grace. .Oh, there is a 
world of counterfeit Coin going, mulcicudes periſh by miſ- 
rake, and wake in Hell, whileft they dreamt they were in 
Heaven : the remptcr is very ſubrile, and will ſure deceive if 
he can : your heart is deceitful above all things, and is willing 
ro chear you if it can. Therefore am 1 engaged ſo earneſt] 
ro call upon you, as one that watcherh for your ſoul, to wc 
ſpeedily and to ſer roundly to your Work. Oh,confider your 
danger, and work our your Salvation with fear and trem- 
bling : away with theſe lazie Prayers, away with theſe cold 
and heartleſs Profeſſions, away with this drowſfie , liveleſs, 
lifileſs Religion; beſtir your ſelf ro purpoſe for your Soul 
before it be too lare. Search your Conſcience as with Candles, 
be jealous of your ſelf ; confider, now is your time , whar 
you do you nwſt do quickly, the patrence of God is waiting, 
Chriſt is knocking, the Spirit of Godis ſtriving,and death is 
at rhe door :' Oh now take your opportunity, and take heed 
leſt a ſlothful heart , and the cares of this world, ora pre- 
ſumpruous confidence that all is well and ſafe already, ſhould 
at laſt ſhur you out of the Kingdom of God. 

1 cannot write diſtin&ly ro your Husband, bur 1 beſeech 
you to call upon him to ſer his heart to theſe Counſels which x 
bave written to youz1 earneſtly entreat him ro make Relivion 
his buſineſs, and ro look heedtully to ir, rhat the gain of che 
world prove not the loſs of his ſul. I defire him that Cloier 
and Family Prayers , and weekly Carcchefing of his _ 

old, 


hold, axdftrit fanfifying of che Sabbath, and reading of the 
Scriprures, finging of Plalms, repeating of Sermons,and dili. 
genr attendance upon powerful Preaching may be his conri- 
nual exerciſes; that ſo his houfe may be a little Church,and 
God may _— to dwell in his Family :. pray give me to 
underſtand whar is done ef theſe things, tor I have a zeal for 
your welfare,and that you and your Houſhould ſhould ſerye 
rhe Lord, rhat you-may enter into his reſt, and carry chil- 
dren, and fervants, and friends, and all ro Heaven with you, 
As to my own efſtare,TI have loft all my Limbs, and about this 
rwelye Months uſeleſs , and been again and again under the 
ſentence of death ; bur was brought in a Horſe-litter to Bath, 
where God hath SAY reſtored me, ſo that I can feed 
my ſelf, and go alone, and ſpeak' with a lictle more freedom, 
Oh, love the Lord, praiſe the Lord for me; notwithſtanding 
I continue weak, and have nor ſtrength to write, yet I could 
not tell how te die in filence from you ; but have made uſe 
of a friendly hand to ſend rheſe counſels and calls after you, 
which I beſcech you to oo in the fear of God,for it is not 
unlike that they may be my laſt ro you thatever you may re- 
ceive : I now commend you to the Lord,and with mine own 
and my dear Wives love to you both, Reft, 


Tour loving and careful unkle, 
JOS. ALLEINE, 


Oftob. 21, 1668. 
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LETTER XXXV. 
fThe Concernments of our Souls eſpe 
*- cially to be tegarded 


Dear Coufes, 
JO Ul may think you are forgotten with mezbecauſe 

: you have nor heard ſolong artime from me z bur 
this may ler you know, \That though God hath raken 
. away your Father, and ſuffered your Merher to þc help- 
leſs to you ; yer you have one friend on earth that ca- 
reth for you, The welfare of your immorral ſoul is dear 
ro mes and is che marrer of my ſollicirous care and prayer, 
Dear..Confin, Mcthinks I fecl a godly jealoufic of you 
 withinmy heart, leſt you ſhould loſe your ſoul amongſt 
% croud of worldly cares and buſineſs. Oh remember 
the ſtory. of him in the Book of the Kings, who relaces 
that he had a Soldier commirted ro his keeping, upon 
condirion that he ſhould loſe his life if he did lerthim go ; 
But while thy ſervant went hither and thither, the man 
eſcaped, Bur the King replies preſencly, Even ſo ſhall 
thy judgment be; thy life ſhall go for his life. Ah Cow- 
ſin, rake earneſt hced, leſt while you are going hither 
and thither, minding many chings, rofſed in a hurry of 
| worldly affairs rhe enemy run aor away with your ſoul. 
'Oh beware that che world doth ner ſecretly ſteal away 
your hearr. Conſider,thar whatever your buſineſs be,you 
muſt and will have an cating rime, and a ſleeping rime. 
Oh be as ſollicicous every day ro keep your praying 
times, which are a thouſand times more neceflary than 
acimeroeat ins or ſleep. Be ſure thatthere doth nor a 
morning or evening paſs oyer your head, in which you 
have nor perfumed your cloſer with ſolemn and fervear 
prayer; And take heed, if you love your ſalyarinn, 
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leſt Satan beguile you with the bare ourward performs 
ance of-durics, and eurward as of Religion, See to iry 
char you do nor reſt in a worldly Religion 5 to give God 
your knzc, \hile rbe Wotld cagicgs. away your heart, 
You may prays hear, and read, and all ro no purpoſe, ex- 
cep your very Soul be cmployed and engaged in theſe 
duriesz and thc lifes vigour /andſtrengrh of. your affe- 
&ijons be fonnd..rb go..atter God jn.thermm, If rherefore 
you will have-Chrift and Heaven, ſee thar you renounce 
the world, You muſt caſt oyerboard your werldly hopes, 
and take up with God, with a naked Chriſty as. your 
whole happineſs, borh for this life, and that which is to 
come.' Fhiire is no hopes of: your [dlvatien;. _—_ 
found mertificarion tothe world;z; you muſt be mortthed 
re.your worldly cxpe@arions: look nor for much from 
the world ; premiſe nat yourſelf much from rhe world; 
ſeek nor great things for your ſelf : ſay unte God, Sol 
may have thee for my portion, and thy Kingdom for my 
inericance,, give or. deny me what thou wilt, - poyeny 
or: richesz; any: thing or nothing, : I will be conrenrd 
wich my.Lor, Say onto yout foul , So I may bur haxe 


Chriſt, fo I may but carry ir for the ather world, ler thif 


wotld go-which way it will : I muſt be converred er cor 
dewnced; I muſt be born again, or elſe weuld I had ge- 
ver been. born :.bur ef this preſent. world rhere. is.go 
ſuch necc{Fity 3 I may be poorz. and yer happy + but 
to me if l remain unſanRified + I muſt haye graces: or 
periſh for ever. Deay Confitty if I lives you:ſhall find me 
a friend to your worldly, proſperity z bur wherher I lire 
or die, I charge you by rhe Lord, thar you be infinitely 
render of your immorral Son!s.eyerJaſting concernmeny, 
Will you nar ſpin a fair thread of ity if while, you ar 
purſuing after earthly things, you loſe your ſoul in the 
throng ? While I lives 1 ſhall pray ane care for you, 


J 


Farewel inthe Lord, Jam 
| \ Tour truly loving and careful lncles 
J OSEPH ALLEINE. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXKXVL. 
| Godly Counſels.] 


Dear Couſin, 


HE welcom tidings of your ſafe arrival at Bay- 
badoes, is come co my ears; as alſo the news of 

your eſcape from a perillous fickneſs,for which I bleGs che 
Lard, and defire ro be thankful with you 2 for” I ani 
nor without a care for your well-being, bur do look upon 
my ſelf as really concerned in you. I have conlidered, 


' that Ged hath bereft you of a careful Father, and that 


your Mother rakes bur lirtle care for you ; ſo thar you 
have none nearer than my ſelf re watch for your ſoul, 


 and+o charge and admoniſh- you in the Lord, and to 


rake care of you, Bur yer, Dear Couſin, benor diſcoura- 
gcd by theſe things, bur look ro Heaven, flie unto Jes 
ſus» pur away every known fin, ſer upon the conſcien- 


_ tious performance of every known dury ; make Chriſt 


your choice, embrace him upen his own.rerms 3 deliver 
up your ſelf, body and ſoul, ro him z ſee thar you have 
no reſeryes nor limitarions in your choice of him ; give 
him your very hearr; caſt away your worldly hopes and 
expeRations, make Religion your yery buſineſs. O Cous 
fin, rheſe things do, and you.ſhall be ſure of a Friend in 
Heaven to take the careof you; and, if I may be any 


comfort to you, you ſhall nor fails while I live, to have 


one friend on earth to rake care for you. You are gone 
farfrom mezeven ro the uttermoſt parts of the earth ; but 
I have ſent theſe Lerters to call even thicher after you z 
= z nor onely ro call, bur rocry in your ears, O whar is 
ike ro become of your ſoul | Where is that immortal 


, foul of yours like to be lodged for ever? amongſt De- 


vis or amongſt Angels ? upon a bed of Flares, or in 
2) the 
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the Joys of Paradiſe > Dear Couſin, go aſide by your ſelf - 


za ſecrer, retire from the noiſe of the world, and ſay wo 
your ſelf, 0b my ſoul ! whether art thou going ? do not 
$now in my very heart that I muſt be converted or con- 
demned > that I muft be ſanfiifged,or can never be ſaved ? 
Oh my ſoul ! what ſeckeſt chou 2 whar deſigns do I drive 
at? what is my chief carc ? which way do | bend my 
courſe ? Is ir for this world, or for the world to come? 
Do I firſt ſeek rhe kingdom of heaven) and the righte- 
onſneſs thereof ? Do 1 think Heaven will drop into my 
mouth ? that glory and immortality will be gotten with 
a wer finger, wich cold prayers, and hearrleſs _ 
while the world carries the main of my heart ? Do 

thinks be crowned,and yer never fight ? ro ger the race, 
and reyer run ? to enter ar che ſtrair garcy and never 
Krive > ro overcome Principaliries and Powers, and ne- 
yer wreſtle? No, no ; ſay within your ſelf, Oh my ſouls 
either lay by the hopes of Heaven for eyer, or clfc rouſe 
'up thy ſelf, pur forth chy ſtrength in ſeeking afrer God 


ard glory z either lay by thy worldly hopes, or thy _ | 
cr 


of immorrality ; away with thy fins, or theu muſt 
Chriſt go for ever; think nor ro have Chrſt and the 
world tooy to ſerye God and Mammon, it cannor be e If 
rhou foilow the world as thy chief deſire and delight if 
rhou live afrer the fleſh, thou muſt die,count upon ir, the 
Lord hath ſpoken ir, and all the world can never reyerſe 
It, Thus rexſon the cafe with your own ſoul, and give not 
reſt ro your ſelf night nor dayzcill you are gorren off from 
| the world, broken off from the wilful praQice uf every 
known fin, and gotten ſafe intro Chriſt. Dear Covfin, [ 
charge you' by the Lord, to obſerve theſe things ; pray 
ovcr them, weep over them, read them again and again; 
do nor paſs them over as ſlight and ordinary things ? 
your ſoul is ar ſtake ir is your ſalyation is concerned in 
chemz think nor Iamin jeſt wich you, Ah Couſin, I 
piavel in birth with you, till Chriſt be formed in you. 
Why thould you die > Oh repent and live, lay hold on 
erecnal life, win Chriſt,and you win all. O be thankful ro 
th: Lords that now yeu are farherleſs and friendleſs, yer 
you haye one Remembrancer to wat you ro flic from = 
| WTAt 
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wrarh to come: God forbid thar I ſhould find you ar laſt 
in the place of Torments, for your nor embracing the 
godly Counſels, Toconcludes in ſhort, I charge you as 
a Miniſter, as a, Friend, as a Farther co'you, Take heed 
. of theſe chree things : | \ 
I. Leſt the gain of the world prove the loſs of your 


2. Left the ſnare of evil company withdraw you from 
God, and [0 prove your final ruine. 
3- Left a lofty and « worldly heart ſhould thruſt you 
out of the Kingdom of Heaven, © EY 
God abhors that the proud ſhould come near him : Oh 
labour, whatever you doy for an humblc hearr g be lircle, 
be vile in your own «996. ſeek nor after great things z 
e this, Heaven will be no place 
for you, God will be no friend co'you. "Dear Coufin,y6ur 
Joris fallen, as I fear, in a place of '(grear wickedneſs, 
where your ſoul is in much danger, where your rempra- 
tions are many, and your helps for Heaven bur few 5 
where godly examples are rarc, and many will entice 2 br 
ro fin and vaniy. O ! if you love me, or love your foul, 
look abour you, conſider your danger, fear leſt you ſhould 
miſcarry for ever by worldly lols and vain company, 
which to ſo many the fearful cauſe of rheir erer- 
nal perdicion, 1 can bur warn you, and pray for you : 
bur chough you have none to overſee you, remember the 
eyere eyc of God is upon _— to obſerve all 
your aRions, and tha he will ſurely bring all your pra- 
Aices into his Judgment. Your Aunr, with my ſelf, com- 
mend our dear love xroyou; and I commend you to the 
Lord and remain, Y 


| Your loving and careful uncles 
Auguſt Ig. WES: . : 
1668, JOSEPH ALLEINE. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 


Dear Confins, 


Hough you are removed far from me, out of my | 
"0 ſighr,and the Seas as a great gulf are fixed berwixe 
you and me z yet my prayers follow yous and my geod 


wiſhes for your preſear and everlaſting welfarez like the 
wings of a Dove, take ſpeedy flight. 1 look upon my 
ſelf, now God hath remeved my Brother, to be as in the 
room of a Father to you,' yea and of a Mother roo g for I 
know you have bur little help from her. 

My dear Neeces, my heart is careful for you ; and 
therefore I cannot ecaſe, while L am in being in this 
werld to warn and admoniſh you, as my children, and to 
call upon you in the name of the Erernal God,to awaken 
your ſelves with all godly fear and holy 6iligence, leſt 
by any means you ſhould come ſhort of the gloxy-of God, 

Ler me mind you, dear Couſins, of the dangerous 
place you ſtand in, and look about you with wembling. 
Methinks I ſee Sazan watching for your ſouls, as the Dra. 

did for the ſeed of rhe Woman, waiting ro devour 
It as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be delivered. Know you nor, thar 
you muſt wreſtle with Principalities and Powers? Me- 
thinks 1 ſce temptations ſurrounding you, and beleaguer- 
ing you,asthe.enemy abour the walls of the rreacherous 
party within you, I mean carnal affcRions and corrup- 
rions, complorting how ro deliver up the caſtle, Know 
you. norzchar your fle(hly luſts.do war againſt your ſouls ? 


and that your own hearts are not true to you, but dtceit-- 


ful above all things * Lord,whap need have you to, beftic 
your ſclves,and to flieunro Jeſus ! ro diſtruſt your ſelves, 
and to tuft onely in him and his righteouſneſs! Oh 
work out your ſalyarion with fear and trembling : Do 
you ever think ro cicape: theſe-mighty enemies, ro con+ 
quer the power and avoid the plots and ſnares of rhoſe 

potent 
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porent adverſaries, withour moſt painful diligence? O 
cry co heavcn-for help; watch and pray ; fear, leſt a 
promiſe being lefr of entring into reſt, either of you 
ſhould come ſhorr of ie; | | 

My dear Neeces, you hare many do watch for your - 
ſouls, ro devour them ; brx 1 doubt roo few, except my 
ſelf, do warch for your ſouls, to ſave them ; therefore I 
look- upon my ſelf, who am now upon the ryatter your - 
only Monitor, to be the more concerned to awaken my 


. ſelf ro your help, and to look afcer you, and co. watch 
| far you, leſt by any means you ſhould miſcarry by the 


deceirs and remprations wherewich you are encompaſſed, 
I would not have you over-carcful for the things of this. 


- life, though 1 commend your laudabte care and dili- 
| gence,thar you may nor be burdenſom to any man ; bur 


1 commend ro you a berrer and mere neceſſary carc, and 
that is thar which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of,the Virgins care ; 
The numarried (ſairh he) careth for the things of the 
Lord, Ah, let this be your care; ſeek firſt che King- 
dom of God, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, and then 
all cheſe rhings ſhall be addcd;z you have Gods ſure 
promiſe for ir ; If the Lord give me to live and proſper, 


' you ſhall ſee and know, that I am nor a friend only in 


words to you; bur however thar ſhall be, ſee thar you 
embrace the Counſcls of God from me. Oh make ſure 
of Heaven bcrimes, walk humbly with God, ' beware of 
3 proud heart and a lofty ſpirir.z abhor your ſelves, elſe 
God will nor accept you ? be diſpleaſed with your ſelves, 
elſe God wilt not be pleaſed with you y condemn your. 
ſelves, thar God may acquit you. The leven of pride 
will ſowr the whole lump, and mar all your Profeſſion - 
and Religion, and render your Perſons, and Prayers, 
anda'l, an abtmination to the Lord, if ir prevail in you, 
Oh therefore be not high-minded, bu: fear ; and by 
pfayer and warchfulneſs reſtrain and ront up this wrerch- 
ed corruprion of pride, which is a fin ſo natural ro you 
thar you had need to uſc an infinite care and caution ro 
keep ir under. | 
As ro my ſelf, theſe may acquaint you, That I hav 
been ofren ar che very gates of death : I have lo all a 
/ (k 4) l:mbs, 
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limbs z bur prayer hath redeemed me from my exrremi- 
ries - _ _ _ _—_ = ule m_ me tome. Oh 

raiſe the Lord, praiſe him for my lake, give glary 
- the God of oe life Love him, henour and loriGe 
him, whoſe fayour and friendſhip hath: filled my ſoul 
with comforr, and given a reſurreQion ro my body. I can 
now walk alone, and feed my ſelf, bur am alrogether un- 
able to wrire, which is the reaſon why theſe come to you 
in another hand. Dear Coufins, you may think me teo 
redious ; but you muſt pardon mes if I erre in my love 
and zcal for your welfare : And now I ſhall rreſpaſs ne 
more, bur with my own and dear Wifes loye to you, 1 
commend you to God, and reſt; © + © © © 


Tour loving «nd 


careful Wncles 


JOSEPH ALLEINE, 


2 neo_— 


LETTER 


| 
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LETTE R XXXVIIL 


{ Do all in reference to God and his 
PS glory.] us 5 
Deer Friend, = 


I Have received yours of the 1gth of September, but 
ircameto me inthe time of my fickneſs, in which L 
was much a ſtranger ro writing z ir continued upon me 
five Months, and to this day ſo much weakneſs remains 
in my arms, that I am nor able ro pur off or on my own 
clothes. Your Letter was exceeding welcom ro me, not 
ogly as reviving the remembrance of our old friendſhips 
bur alſo,- as bringing me news of ſeme ſpiricual good 
that you received by me, which is the beſt anne 
that I can receive $ for whar do [ live for, bur to be nſe=< 
ful ro ſouls in my generation ? I defire roknow no other 
buſineſs than to pleaſe and honour' my Gods and ſerve 
my generatien in-that ſhorr allowance of time thar L 
have here, before 1 go hence, and be ſeen no mores 
Shall I commend to you the Lefſon thar 1 am abour co 
learn ? But why ſhould I doubt of your acceptance, who 

have ſo readily embraced me in all our conyerſes ?_ 
The Leſſon is, To be entirely devoted unto the Lords © 
that I may be able to ſay efter the Apoſile, To me to live 
is Chriftk, 1 would nor be ſerving God onely for a day 
in the week, or an hour or two in the day yz but cve= 
ry day, and all the day; I am ambitious ro come 
up towards thar of our Lord and Maſter, To do aþs 
ways thoſe things that pleaſe God. 1 plainly leeg 
that ſelf-ſeeking is ſelf-undoing ; and thar then we 
do promote our ſelves beſt, when we pleaſe God 
moſt, I find, that when I haye done all,” it God be nor 
| plcaſed 
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pleaſed, 1 have done nothing ; and if Ican bur approve 
my ſelf ro God, my work is done ; I reckon 1 do not live 
rhar cime I donor live unto God. | 
I am fain ro cur off ſo many hours from my days, and 
ſo many years from my-life (fo (hore as ir is) as. have 
lived unto my ſelf. I find no enemy ſo dangerous as 
ſell ;- and O that others mighr rake, warning by my, hurt! 
C'thar I hid lived wholly unto God! ther had every day 
and every hour that I have-ſpenc, been found upon my 
ACcount at thar grear day of our appearing before God : 
then 1 had been rich indeed, in treaſure laid up there, 
whither I am apace removing z then 1 had beenevycry 
day and hour adding, to the heap, and encreaſing rhe 
reward' which God of*his meer gtace hach ;promiſed, 
event ro the meaneſt work that is done to him, Col; A- 2.4. 
I verily perceive I am an erernal loſer by aRing n»more 
as for God ; for what is done to my ſelf, is loft ; | bur 
whar is done for Ged, is done for ever, and ſhall reecive 
ar everlaſting reward, Verily, if there be another world 
ro come, and an erernal ftare afrer rhis ſhorr life, ir is 
oat onely wiſdom ro be removing, and, as it werey'rraoſ- 
planting and tranſporting what we can, from hence, in- 
ro that Countrey to which we are ſhortly ro be removed, 
that whar we are now doing, we may be reaping the fruir 
of for ever more. The world think themſelves wiſe ; 
bir-I will pawn my ſoul upon its that this is' the rrue 
| wildome 25 
'"Well,let us be wholly ſwallowed vp in che concerns of 
Religion,and know no other intereſt bur Jeſus Chriſts, I + 
cannot ſay, I have already atrajined 3 bue chis is that my 
heart is ſer to learn, That in all rhar I do,whether ſacred 
or Civil ations, fill 1 may be doing but ene work, and 
diving on one dcfign, het God: may be pleaſed by me,and 
be glovificd #4 me ; thar not onely my prayinz, preaching, 
alins, ec, may be found upon my accounr y bur eyen my 
exting, drinking, {Iceping, viſits, diſcourſes, beeauſe they 
are all done as unto God. Too ofren do | rake a wrong 
4im and miſs my mark; bur T will rell you what be 
ere Rules I ſer my ſelf, and do ſtrialy impoſe upon 
ery ſelf from day to day ; Never to lie dow? but in th? 
Name 
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Name of God y nor barely for nawral refreſhment, bur 
that a wearicd ſervant of Chriſt may be recrunred, and 
ficred ta ſerye him berrer the nexc day. Never ts riſe ' up 
but witk this reſolation, Well, 1 will go forth this day in 


the Name of God, and will make Religion my buſineſs, 


and ſpend. the day far Eternity, Never #6 ener upon 


my calling, but firſt thinking, 1 will do theſe things as: 


unto Gad; becauſe he requireth theſe things ar my bands 
in the place and ſtation he hath pur me into. Never ta 
fit down tothe Table, but reſolving, 1Will not eat meer'y 
ro pleaſe my appetite , but to ſtrengthen my ſelf for my 
Maſters work. Never to make a Viſit, but upon ſome 
boly deſign, reſolving to leave ſomething of Ged where 
] 20; and in every company to leave ſome good ſavour 
bebind, This is that which I have been for ſome time 
a learning, and am” preffinzhard afrer; and if I ſtrive 
nor to walk by theſe Rules, ler rhis Paper be a winc's 

againſt me, - CLE 
I am not now in my former Publick C-pacity, ſuch 
rhings being required of me to ſay and ſubſcribe, as 1 
could by na means yield tro, withour open lying and diſ- 
ſembling with God and Men : Yet, that 1 am unuſc- 
ful, 1 cannot ſay; bur rather think, that poſſibly I 
may be of more uſe than heretofore. I thank the Lord, 
I have nor known what ir is ro want a Tengue to 
ſpeak , bur in my ſickneſs; nor a People ro hear 3 
bur ſo, as that we both follow the things thar make fog 

eac7, | 

y | perceive you are orherwiſe perſwaded in ſore 
things, than I am : bur however, I truſt we meet in 
our end, Since ycu are in, may it be your whole ſtu- 
dy to gain ſouls, and to build them up in holincſs, 
which is with roo many rhe leaſt of rheir cares, One 
dury ( miſerably negle&ed) 1 ſhall be bold ro com> 
mend io you from my own experience, and thar js, the 
viſiting your whole Flock from houſe to houſe, and 
enquiring into their ſpiritnal eftares particularly , ava 
dealing plainly and truly with them abour their copyer- 
ficn ro God : ro the yſcfulneſs of this gieat works I can 
ſer my. Probatum eſt, - | 
I har 
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I hear you have two Parſonages: O tremble to 


( 


chink how many precious ſouls you have eo look ro! 
And let it be ſeens however others aim ar the Fleece, 
you aim ar the Flock ; and thar you have indeed Cuyam 


E420 UW. 
You ſee how free I am with you; bur I know your 


as 
| T rejoyce in your happy Yoke-fellow : ſalure her 


from yoiirold Friend; and accep: rhe unfcigned ReſpeRs - 
of him who by P | 


SIR 


Tour real and 


fatbful Friend, 


JOSEPH ALLEINE: 


LETTER 


A... 


iC 1872 
LETTER XXXIK 
PRISON-COMFORTS. 

[Toa Miniſter in Priſon. 


thy Sit, 


Oweyou a Letter, and more rhan a Lerrer, for your 

particular reſpeRs ro me, your brotherly ſympathy, 
your mulriplicd and carneſt prayers, your tenderneſs of 
my health, your welcom Jewel in M. Rutbs Lerters, 
from which I cruſt my ſoul and others may reap no ſmall 
benefir. Much more do I owe you for your common re» 
ſp:Rs ro the people of my defires ; and nor only ro them, 
bur ro the whole Church of God; in all whoſe con- 
cernments, | ſec, you are concerned, Your indefatigable 
labours with us, we do with all thankfulneſs accepr, as 
the undoubred evidence of. your great love 2 For all 
which, may he require you, who will ſhortly ſay, 1naf- 
much as thou didft it unto tbe leaſt of theſe wy Bretbrexs. 
thou didff it unto me. | 

It was bur a little after my releaſe from my own con- 
finemenr, bur 1 heard of yours ; and now write ro you, as 
one that hath raken a higher degree than ever, and more 
truly honourable, being commenced Priſoner of Chriſt, 
1 was once affcael with the PiRure of a devour man,re 
whom a voice came down from Heaven,ſayings Quid vis 
feri pro te? To which he anſwered, Nibit domine nife 
pati ac contemmi prote. Undoubredly, Sir, ir is our real 
glory to be throughour cenformed ro Jeſus Chriſt, nor 
only in his ſan&iry, bur in his ſufferings. Paxl counted 
al-chings bur dung for this,that he might win CUE, 

; an 


( 
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(x58) 

and know the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and be made 
- conformable ro his dzarh. I doubr nor bur your conſo- . 
'Jations in Chriſt do much more then ſaperabonnd in all 
your tribulations for him ; Yer ler me add this ons Cor- 
dial, Thasx ;now you bave a: whple'ſhoal of Promiſes 
come into you,” which you had not before ; I man, all 
the Promiſes co ſuffering Saints, in which they haye nor 
fog imm<diate; bur onely aremorter righry -unlefs ina ſuf- 
F:ting ſtare : And doubtleſs he hath gotten well, that 
hath gorren ſuch a number of exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promilcs; *.lt rhe men of che world do ſo rejoyce 
when ſuch'or ſuch an Eſtate is fallen ro rhem z ſhould 
not you much mare, that haye ſuch a Treaſure of Pro» 
miles fallen ro you ? 

i can rell zou liccle good of my ſelf ; bur this I'can tell 
you, Thar the Promiſes of God were neyer ſo ſweer in 
this world to me, as in and fnce my impriſoned ſtare, Oh 
' the bottomleſs Riches of the Covenanr of Exzace | Ir 
ſhames me ti1ar I have lerſuch a Treaſure lie by ſo long 
and hayc made fo little uſe of ir, Never did my ſoul 
know the Heaven of a Believers life, ti}l I learnr ro live 
alife of praiſe, and by more frequent conſideration rs 
fer bom the un{pe;kable riches of the Divine Promiſes, 
eo which, | truſty chrough grace, I am made an heir, I 
verily p-rccives rhar all our work were done at once, if 
we could byr preyail with our ſelves and others to live * 
like Believers; ro tell all the world by our courſe and 
carriage, thar there #s ſuch, pleaſanrneſs in Chriſts wars, 
{uc!y beaury in holineſs, ſuch reward to obedience, as we 
proceſs ro b:lieve, May ours and our preples converſa- 
tions bur preach this aloud to the world, Thar there is 
arzalicy. in what Gad hath promiſed ; Thar Heaven is 
worth the venturing for ; Thar the ſufferings of the pre- 
f:nc rime are nor worthy to be compared with the glory 
whic' (h3ll be revealed in us ! 

 Verily, Sir, ir is bur a very little while chat Priſons 
\hafl heid us, or that we ſhall dyell in dirty fleh- 
Porthyry cells us of Photinus, that he was aſhamed 
to ſce himſclf in the Body 3 to ſce a divine and 
immortal Soul in a prion of Fleſh, (ferſo they held 

: rhe 
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the body tobe ;) bur the worſt ſhackles are thoſe of fin. 
Well, rhey:muſt ſhortly. off all rogerher z- our Lord degh 
nerlong intend us for this lower Region 3 Sarely he is 
gone to prepare 2 place for us ; Doubtlels iris ſo; yea, 
and:he: will come again, and reccive us ro himſelf, char 
where he is, we may be alſo, And whax have we to da, 
burto believe, and wait,. and loye, and long, and look 
our for his coming, in which-isall our hope? *T will 
be rime enough: for us tobe preferred then» We know 
befate hand. who ſhall then' be uppermoſt. Our Loxd 
harhiſhewed us where out! place ſhall be, even at his 
own Tight hand ; and whar ke will ſay ro us Come ye 
bleſſed, &-c, Surely we ſhall* ſtand in his Judgment's 
He hath promiſed re ſtand our Friend : -Ler us look for 
the-joyful day : As ſure as there is a God, chis;day will. 
come, and then ir ſhall go: well with us: Whar 3f 
Bonds and iBaniſhments abide us for a ſeaſon F This is 
nothing bur whar our Lord hath cold us, The world ſhall 
rejoyce, but ye ſhatl weep and lament : You ſhall be 
ſorrgwful ,” but your ſorrow ſhall be turned: into joy. 
Oh how reviving are his words 1 I will ſee you again, 
and yorr heart ſhall refoyee, .and your joy no man taketh 
from: you; © awe | ta | 

It rhar miſerable wreech leapr chearfully off the Lad- 
ders, ſaying, I ſhall be a Buren in Hell + With whac 
Joy:fhould.we do and ſuffer for God, who have his Trurh 
in” pawny- that we ſhall be Crown'd in Heaven'? Ve- 
rily, they are, wonderful Preparations thar are making 
for. us ' The Lord prepare us apacc, and make us meer 
ro be; Partakers, 'It was the higheſt Commencation 
thar ever:thar Worthy FR, Baxter received, which fell 
from the; Pen of his fcoffing Adverſary Tilenus., whe 
faich'vf him, Totum Puritani/mum totus ſjirat. Oh thar 
this may berue of usand ours, | 

Ler [your true yoke-fellows and my Chriſtian 
Friends with you in the Bonds of the Goſpz], have my 
hearty Commendations + And theſe Counſels, 1 pray 
'you, give them from me , for the improving of their 
'preſ=rr Kare, 


1, To 


(160) 2, 

1, To babituate themſelves, both as to their thoughts 
and diſcourſes, more-throughty than ever unto Holineſy, 
Brethren, I would teach you the Leflon thar 1 reſolve 
ro [:arn with you, That your minds and rengues may 
-ay naturally run on the things of Heaven, as others on 
the things of this world. Why ſhould ir nor be thus ? 


I am ſure God and Heaven do as well.deſerve to, be * 


ghoughr on, and ralked of .- us, as froth and vanity 
' ean deſerve of the world, There are many that have 
In a great meaſure learnt this leffon, and why ſhould 
not we be ſome of them ? What if ir be hard ar firſt > 
Every thing is ſo to a beginner. Beſides, is not ours a 
Religion of ſelf-denial 2 Further, if we do bur force 
our Fives a while ro holy Thoughts, and Heavenly 
Diſcowſe, ir will grow habicual co us, and then ic will 
be moſt nxural, familiar, and heavenly ſweer, Oh 
whar gainers will you be, if you do bur learn this 
Leffon! ' - .. - ET | ; 
: Verily it's the ſhame of Religiog,thar,Chriſtians are 


To unl.ke chemſclves,. unleſs upon their knees. Sirs, our 
lives and Janguage ſhould tell rhe world what we are, 


and whither we are going, Chriſtians, ler liccle things 
cdntenr you in the world, bur aſpire after grear things in 
the grace of God. Many real Chriſtians do little chink 
whar high frames of Holineſs rhey might grow up. to, 
even in this lifes with pains and diligence. : Sirs, -be 


you men of great deſigns » Think ir not enough if you 


ave wherewirh to bear your charges xo Heaven ; bur 

| aſpire with an holy ambirion to be great in the Courr 6f 
Heavens Favourites of the moſt High, of call growch, 
prear experience, fingular communion » that you may 
burn and ſhine in your places, and convince the world ; 
hat you may ſavour of Heayen where cycr you come, and 
\ that there may be an cven-ſpun thred of Holineſs run- 
ninz threu2h your whole courſe, *Tis the diſgrace of 
Profeſſion, that there is ſo little difference ro be ſecn 
in the ordinary coverſation of Believers from other 
men : [s ir nor a ſhawes that when we are in company 
with ochers, this ſhould be all the difference rhar is to be 
fern, only that we will not curſe and ſwear, as do _ 
worſt, 
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worſt of men? Chriſtians, if *you will - honour the 'Go- 
ſpel, bring forth your Religion our of your Cloſets. rhe 
world can'c ſee what you do there ) into'your Shops , 
Trades, Vitns,'&c. and exemplitie the rules of Religion 
in the' management of all your Relations, and in your 
ordinary converſe. Ler there "be *no'Place or Company 
that you come'info, jn which'you do not drop ſomething 

of-God-:*' This will 'be'the glory of Religion, and we ſhall 
- never convince'the- World till:xre, come to this. May you 
come my Brethren , out of your Prifons with''your faces 
ſhiming, noo your: minds' ſeaſoned, and your* rongues- 
tipe wich Holineſs :* "May your mburhs' be as a Well of 
Life; from whence may' flow the Holy Streams of Edify- 
ing' Diſcourſe : May you ever remember, as you are 
ting-in your Houfes,' . going” by the *Way, 1ying down, 
rifing up, what the” Lord doth then require of you, Dez 
2. To improve thoiy preſeut retirements from the world, 
for the ſettling of thei? ſprrituql eftates. ' *Tis a common 
complaint amongſt” Chriſtians', © Thar they wane Aſſy- 
rance. Oh, if any 'of- you that wanted' Aſſuragce when 
you came to Priſon, may carry thi bleffing out , "what 
happy gainers would you be : Now you are called 
more than ever to ſelf-ſearching. -Now bring your Graces 
ro the Touchſtone. ' Be much in Self Obſervarion, Sce 
what your hearts do with moſt love and delight, go our 
unto : what are your greateſt hopes, and your chief de- 
figns. - See ' whether God*s Intreſt -be uppermoſt. in you : 
prove this, .and prove all,” Reft not in probable hopes. 
Think not thar ,is ou . thay you can ſay, you hope 
"ris well. God lookes for extraordinary,,things from you 
under- (i < great helps, ſuch extraordinary Diſpenſations, 
Be reſtleſs till you can fay; that You, know, *ri 
| _ ? that you know you are paſſed from Death to 
Lite, | 

Think not that this 3 a priviledge that only a few may 
expe&. Obſerve bur theſe three things : 

I. To acquaint your ſelves throxghly with the conditions 
of- Life, *and tabe hr2d of laying the marks of Solvation ei- 
tner too bigh or too low, 

SS WS 
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2. To be much in obſerving tbe frame, and bent, and work- 

ings of your own hearts, os 
| \F To univerſally conſcientious, and to be conflant in ever 
and cloſe walkings, and then T doubt nor hut you will grow 
up ſpeedily to a ſertled aflurance, and know and feel that 
<< of God that paſſeth all underſtanding : and this wilt 

ſomewhat whrth your carrying our of Priſon. | 
+ But return to your ſelf. But what ſhall I ay? I1have 
more need to receive from you, than abilitie to give ; on- 
by 2 will tell you my wiſhes for you : I wiſh that your bo. 
y may proſper, as your ſoul alſo 1 pn I wiſh, Thar 
you may ſee the travel of your 3 that you may find 
our People —_ under your hands in all manner of 
holy converſation godli that whoſoever converſes 
with them, may fee and hear by them, that God is in 
them of a Truth, IT wiſhyour enlar from your bonds, 
and your enlargement in them 2 That your Priſon may be 
but the Lanthorn through which your Graces, Experien- 
ces, Communion, and Priſon-attainments, may ſhine moſt 
brightly ro all beholders. 1 wiſh your Priſon may be a 
Paradice of Peace, and a P«tmes of Divine diſcoyerics, 
Ford Feſus ſet to thy Amen, I am 


SIR, 


Tony unworthy Brother and Companion 
in the Kingdom and Patience 
of F ESUS: hy 


JOS. ALLEINE. 
Jan, 10. 1664. | 
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LETTE R. XL. 
[ Dire&tions to the Miniſters of Sower/etſbire and 


Wit/ſrire, for che inſtruting of Families by way - 


| of Catechiling. ] 


S1R, 


HIS Letter cometh to yon, like the men of Maceds- 

nia, to Paul, crying to you, Come and belp 144. O 
how inſufficient do we find our ſelves for the: Praiſes 
of GOD! What Reaſon have we to call ugpn our 
ſelves, and to call upon all our Friends! and yer we 
foreſee thar 8ll will be roo little a Sacrifice at laſt, atd 
roo ſlender a 'return to the moſt High God, who hath 
made us ſuch wonders of Mercy, and ſuch fignal inftan- 
ccs of his Divine Power and Rich Grace. You are nor 
ignorant of our Eſtate, how the Scnrence of Death 
had- paſſed upon us 3. how our Fleſh and our Hearts 
failed, and Friends and Phyſicians gave up their Hopes : 
But God, that raiſed the Dead, was pleaſed tro make us 
the 'Monnments of his wondrous Mercy. O that tlie 
fame God would make us the ſpecial inſtruments of 
his Praiſe and Glory. Of a Truth Sir , we perceive 
our Hearts are too little, our Tongues are too fhcre, 
our Expreflions are roo low , either ro conceive or uc- 
ter whar we owe to the Great Ged. © help! help! 
Bleſs rhe Lord, O our Souls : Bleſs the Lord, O our 
Friends : O that all that have Wreſtled with God for 
us, Might joyn Hand in Hand to make ſome ſuirabic 
returns to the God cf our lives, and may bring in 
every. one his Sacrifice, and all contribure ro make one 
common ſtock of Praiſes, thar many Thanksgivings 
Cl2 ) ray 
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may abound to God on our bchalfs. O what hath Prayer 
done for us ! while we live we muſt Honour Prayer, and 
admire the Power of Prayer, we owe our limbs and our 
lives to Prayer. O that a goodly crop of praiſe may grow 
up unto God as a return for his Mercles : that the ſeed of 
Prayers, and ſhowers of tears, may procure ſheaves of joy, 
and Songs of deliverauce, ks _ 


Bur O what ſhall we render ? wherewithall ſhall we 
come before the Lord, or bow our felves to rhe Moſt 
High God ? O where ſhall we find a fitting ſacrifice ? Ve- 
rily we will give our ſelves and our All to him. Bur alas, 
what are we, and what is this little that we Call eur 44 ? 
Therefore have we found in our hearts to write ro you ard - 
others , that 'we might exc're you.ro the Divine Praiſes 
with us. And O that the Lord might be loved the bet- 
ter, and glorified the more for our ſakes : Will you tell 
us wherein we may ſhew our love.tb Him? whercin we 
way” beſt pleaſe and ſerve Him:?-O, that you would ! 
Herein aſſuredly you would moſt highly : gratifie us. O 
that we might do fome- fingular thing for God; for cer- 
rainly they are not common rHings thar he hath done for 
us. We pray you call upon thoſe. rhat fear the Lord, to 
help us in celebrating his loving kindneſs. O. how ir 
pleaſeth our very Hearts to think: that . God; ſhould 
be Loved and Honoured the better -for us; . That we 
may be inſtruments , if ir be - but-for the - blowing up of 
one flaſh, nay, the kindling: of one ſpark - of Divine 
Love in the. Hearts of his Children cowards him ! Sir, 
You cannot pleaſure us in any thing ſo much as in this, 
To love and admire God, and ſpread- his Praiſe more and 
more; thar what is wanting rhrough our weakneſs, may 
be made up in your abundance. But we have need to 
crave' your pardor or our length 3 bur the love of Chriſt 
conſtraineth us , we hope you will paſs by an error of. 
Love. 

While we bave been devifing what to do for our 
God, we -thoughr we could no..way aig 
SS Je, rnary 
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than. by provoking ſuch as! you are to ſet-up his!” great 


Name with us. ;, We love ang+i'Honour'-you;.! nov-onelf : 


as you are a Member, - but a Miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus'our! 
LORD, and therefore deſerve to be doubly dear un- 
to us: 'And becauſe/ we! could: think :of fo: ' mort plea- 
fing a Sacrifice of Thanksgiving , we have fiirred up:our; 
ſelves and Friends with us, ro ſend ro you a Pr 

in the Name'of-a Propher',;:zhis poor: Token of Leve, 

which' though bur .ſmall , non. rruſt ; will; be'-a ſweet: 
favour unto God, and will be:accepred: with -you ,. being 
our rwo Mites caſt into » God's Treaſury, ,-Kurt lapk nor 
upon your felf;as obliged ro us heteby.; but pur jr 'upow 
the Account of Chriſt, ro whoſe precious Name we dedi- 
cate it, and from whom ( although he be ſo much already 
before hand with us; 'yer.) we. expe&& a recompence-at the 
ReſurreRion of rhe juſt, ;,.:', FITLED 


And being further defirous ro promote the work of God 
m our low and flender Capacities, -we have been bold -to 
provoke /youri-ſelf , with other our Fathers and Brethren 
m-the Miniſtry, to ſet abour that neceſſary 'iand pwech neg- 
le&ed work of Catechifing ; mot 2 little pleafing our (elves 
in the ſweer hope, that by your means we may be inſtru- 
mental to ſpread the ſweer ſayour of the knowledg of our 
God , in. every place : and being well perſwaded of your 
readineſs to forward fo bleſſed a work, - we have ſtirred 
up our ſelves and our Friends to expend a confjderable 
Sum of Money to furniſh Miniſters with Catechiſms , a 
hundred whereof we have ſent unto you, beſeeching you 
ro uſe yeur beſt prudence and urmoſt diligence, for the 


—_ of them, and for others improvement by rhem, 
r 


at our labonr and charge in ſo good a work, prove not 
at laſt of no effeR. wv? . 

Sir, we ſhall humbly propoſe unto yon , but nor impoſe 
npon you. Bur let us be bold with you in Ghriſt, tolay 
our requeſts before you as touching this concernment, 
they being indeed what judicious friends and brethren 
have thought fir ro propound. ER 


I, Thar 
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© 13+: That the People be publikely and privately inſtruſ.- 
= abouc the bigh neceſity and , Fefalne af this 


-:9..'Thar theſe Catechifinsbe 
promife to uſe thom. Y 


-3». Thar yoy-would be pleaſed ro acquaint your ſelf with 
alt-che Schools char are within yout Verge 3 and that you 
would do your utmoſt -ro::engage the Teachers thereof 
tw ecacti their'Scholars this Carechiſm ; and that you would 
farniſh all +h&r Scholars thar are capable and willing to 


« 


freely given to all that wil 


4- That you will endeavour: fxom houſe to houſe to en- 
gage the Maſter or Miſtris of eyery Family, for the forwar- | 
ding of this work.” 


| * Thar you will # int ſer-rimes wherein to take an 
Account. of the proficiency of all ſuch as have\pramiſcd 
re Learn ; -and that, if je may be, they may be engaged 


ww Leari weekly a proportion, gocording to their Capaci- 


6. That you would favour us fo far, as ro let us know 
2s ſpeedilie as you may, of rhe reccit of theſe Lincs3-and, 
if we ny gents ſofar upon yau, we pray you to indulge 
us ſome affurence under your Rand, That you will ro your 
Power promore this happy defign, and that by our Lady- 
gay nexs you will acquaint Mr. Berzard what progrels is 


Sir, our Sou's will even travel in Birth for the ſuc- 
cefy' of this. undertaking 3 and therefore we requeſt 
you for the love of God, and by rhe reſpe& which we 
pk meyer you bare to us, thar you will labour ro 

ort and encourage vs in our endeavours for God, 
which you .can no way in the World do fo well, as 
| by letting us ſee, that there is ſome Bleſſed Fruit of 


eur coſt and painesz and that we have not run in 
: | vain, 
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yain, ner laboured in vain. If there be any of theſe Ca- 
rechſims remaining in your hands rhat you cannot diC- 


y 


of by our Lady-day, be pleaſed to ſend them to 
Barnard, or to Mr. Roſiter iri Taunton, If you ſhouſl 
need any more, give us , ſpeedy notice, and ſhall 
not fail to be furniſhed with what number you | 
Thus upon the bended knees. of our thankful ſouls, 
we commend car poor ſacrifices, rogether with your ſelf, 
re the crernal God, and remain, 


Chriſtr devated Sevens, 
| . ard yeur Frimds 
] OS. BERNARD, 


| and .. 1 | 
= 3} @S. ALLIENE:. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


prep" Deſertion of the Holy Afinifter y 
kJ rebuked, And Tolcrated Preaching of the Go- 
ſpe! Vindicated, againſt the Reaſoning of a Con- 
fident Quettioniſt, in a Book called | Toleration 
ot to be abuſed. | With Counſel to the Non- 
conformeſt, and Petition: to the Pioxe Conformiſt. 
By one that is Conſecrated to the Sacred 
Miniſtgry,; and is” xeſalved not to be a wilful 
Deſerter of it, in truſt that any undertakers, 
eau juſtifie him for ſuch deſertion at the Judg- 
ment of God; till he know better bow thoſe 
can come off themſelves; who are unfaithful 
Paſtors. or unjuſt Silencers of others. _ | 
Printed for, and ſold by Nevil Simmons , «t the 
Princes Arms in Pauls-Church-yard 
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'Rev. 14. 13-. Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth : Yea, ſaith the Spirit, that | 
they may reſt from their Labours, and their works 

o follow them. ; | 
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Luke 23. 28, 


Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep not for me, but weep 
' -foryour Selves, and for your Children. 


F Har Subje& firrer for this ſad Occafion , then a 
Theam of Wceeping?whar Language can we ber- 
ter ſpeak, or more agreeable ro the dark Provi- 
| dence that we arc under y rhen Sighs, and Cries 
and Lamentations ? How merciful was God to bimz whom he 
| hath raken ro himſelf , and how ſevere to vs 4 in this Stroke ? 
And Oh what hard and ſtupid hearrs have we ? Should we be 
ſo infenfible of Gods heavy Indignationz and our irreparablg 
Loſs, asto give him juſt Occafion ro complain, as in 7e- 
remiab, g. 4. 1have ſmitten them and they have not grieved. 
You of this Congregarion have reaſon to fir down in bicrer- 
neſs, becauſe the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with you; 
And to cry our as ſomerimes oaſh did, over Eliſha, 2 Kings 
13. 14. My Father, ny Father, the Chariots of Iſrael and the 
Horſemen thereof : And as Rachel, once ro weep, and hardly ro 
be comforted, becauſe he is not: And for my part I ſhall 
rake up David's Lamentation over Jonathan , with David's 
AffcRions, x Sam, 1,76, Tan diſtreſſed for thee,my Brovber, 
very pleaſant haſt thou been unto me, | 
Byrt mc thinks I ever-hear him who being dead,yer ſpeal® 
etch, calling upon us in our Savivurs Words, ep not for me. 
As for my own part, I have reſt for Labour, Joy for Sorrow, 
Peace for Tronble, Eaſe for Pain z T fee! no aking Bones, 
no falling Fits, no ſtrained Sinews, no Diſtortions, no Con- 
yulhons in the Grave. Andfor whTr I find in Heaven you 
ſhall know when. you come thicher. My refreſhing time is 
Toine , God hath now wiped clean away every Tear from my 
Eyes z and every drop of Sweat from my Face, and every ſad? 
Hg A > | though 


| (4) | | 
thought from my heart ; And rh-refore I forbid your rears for 
me, Weep not for me. But if your ſwelling Paſſions muſt have 
venr, Confider whoſe che Lofs is: Alas) .ir is zot mine, bur 
yours; and therefore, rarni"© Stream inrs rhe right Chan- 
nel, Weep not for me, bur weep for your ſelves and for your 

: Children, | ; 

Theſe were our Saviours words ſomerimes, in which he 
puts a op upon the! 1orrow and the tare. of thoſe, who 
wept teo much eyenar the Death of Chriſt himſelf, Dead 
* | hr was inLaw already , condemned by Plate, delivered ro 
the Roman Band, to guard hun. .to the Place of Execution, 
, Such wagical appearances are uiuall; arcended with a Multi- 
rude of Lookers on y and by how nivch the greater, ad more 
remarkable the perion 1s who is to 1Q.fters ſo much the grea» 
eter is the Concourſe. And hence it was ih: ſich a heap of 
people followed Chriſt, on whom che <y-s of the » hole Nae 
tion of the Jews were fixed, thongh with different affeRions z 
| Some ro ſecure him from a reſcue, fome 10 mock him and 
deride him z ſome to gaze upon the riſourt and obſerye his 
carsiage in his dead Maich, and ſome ro fce che Execution, 
Among the reſt, there were a ſort of People that bewailed 
his Dearth, of whom ;c is obſerved that they expreſt their 
grief in tears. 1 mike noq cſt.cntiicre were men that wepr, 
bur becauſe omen uſually have moiſter brains, and leſs 
Eo:mmand upon their pfi1on.s , and ſo are more inclinable to 
vent their foirow in a flood ot rears then men, eſpecially , 
becauſe their | emznp! ace nor much regarded neither ; ſo that 
there was no far or dang-» though they were free and open 
in their ſorrow. Hence fc is char rhere is No notice taken of 
any other tears bur theirs, in ti: Verſe before rhe Texty and 
thar our Saviour tins himlcii,and direfts his Speech to them 
in the words that haye becn read, Daughters of Feruſelem 

weep aot for me, but for yorr jelves, and for your Children, 
Now in this Specch of Jcſus Chriſt we have eſpecially robe 
conlidercd ewo things, a prohibition, and a permiſſion, In 
the firſt place we have the probibition of our Saviour » ih 
which he forbidderh chem to weep, Dw:ghters of Ferwſalemh 
veep not for me. And in the ſecond place we have his permiſſi- 
on in which he allowerhthem ro weep 3 but weep for your 
ſervery ai.d for your Children, And yet you ſee he G08 
6 
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here command and forbid rhe ſame things inthe ſame refpes 
bur in relarion toa diverſe obye&. In relation to bim/elf he 
forbidderh them ro'weep, Weep not for me, In relation to. 
themſelves, he allowerh chem ro weep, but weep for your ſelves, 
and for your Children, : 2, a 
The coral final and irreparable nine of Feruſalem was near 
ar hand, our Saviour had ic in his eye when he ſpake theſe 
words.” Wie wept apace for this himſclt bur a lictle while be= 
Fore, as you may ſee, Lube 19, 41; He bebetd the City and 
Wept over it, Firſt he beholds ic with his eye , and then his 
eye affe&s his hearr, Wo and alas! faith he, ( while ina 
pang of holy pity and compaſſion, the tears come flowing 
down his checks) If thou hadft pnown even thou at leaft in this . 
thy day the things which belong unto thy peace,but now they are 
bid from thine eyes. And therefore he alloweth thum to weep 
forthis, who are to have a (hare and porticn in that dread= 
ful deſolarion, Bur for himſclif, who willingly: ſubmirred ro 
the death which he was leading ro, and zl rhe other circum» 


'Nances of his paſſion; who was beloved of him who had ap= 


pointed and defigned him to ir, who was God as well as 
Man; and therefore able ro endure ir, 'and:ro 'overcome ir 
"'to05 and who was ſhortly co be reſcu:d from the jaws of 
dearh, and ſo triumphantly roenrer into. Glory 3 He forbid- 


"deth them ro weep, Weep not fo me, but weep for your ſelves , 


"and for, Bc" 


Sothat the purpoſe of our Saviour is not wholly ro ſup 
preſs , bur ro re&ifie their ſorrow, They wept for him cut 
'of a (childiſh kind of piry, bur they wepr nor for their fins, 
nor the 'unfeen calamiries rhat were abour ro come upon 
them, And therefore Chriſt endeavours ro withdraw their 
ſorrow from the wrong,” and fix.ic en the right objeA, And 
rothis end he ſhews them why they ſhould net weep, and 
why they ſhould. Weep not for me, but for your ſelves,aud foy 
your Children. "Two Obſcryations lie beforeus inthe Text, 
The firſt, That it is not unlawful nor unfit ſometimes to expreſs 
our grief in rears, The ſecond» That we are very oubjef# to 
miſplace our grief , and to miſtake the ground and objett of 
our ſorrow. - I ſhall ſpeak ro theſc in order, beginning with 


the firſt,” © R 


0 | C6 ) | Az. | 
_ "DoF. Thar it is not unlawful nocunfir ſamerimes ro ex4 
. preſs our griet in tears. | 4.5 
.» We have our Saviours warrant for. it in the Textyweep for 
your ſelves, axd for your children, There weep and weep on, 
How often are we called upon ro weep in Scripture > Oh 
whar a cloud of weepers ſhall we find there, whoarc all wir- 
nefſes to this great truth And ſome of them the wiſeſt and 
the bolieft mentioned in the Book. of God, without excepti- 
on. Our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, the holy One, and the Wiſ- 
dom of God, was a very great Wecper. He was « mat of 
ſorrows, nor of afew, b:t many ſorrows, I1ſe, 53. 3, You 
never read ke laughed in all his Story, bur you find he wept 
_ ofren. In the days of his ficſh he offered up frong cries and 
tears ro God, Heb. 5.7, He wept for his beloved Lazarus, 
Jobn xx.35. 4ndif wedothe lik: on this occaſion, we have 
« great Example in our eye. He melted over poor undone 
props with many tears , who had over-paſs'd the day of 
r gracious Vification, . | EI OED 
Look up and down among the poor afflied and diſtreſſed 
Peop'e of the Lord,and you ſhall find that rears have been as 
ordinary with rhem, as their daily food. Thou feedeft - them, 
faith Aſaph, Pſal. 80.5. Wirth the bread of rears, and giveſt 
them fears to drinþ, Tears were borh their Mcar and Drink, . 
andir ſcems they had their fill of. this Dier. This was the 
Legacy our Saviour left to his Diſciples, ye ſhall we'p, John 
16.22, It is obſerved of the Sainrs, riey ſow in tears, they 
go forth weeping, bearing precious Seed Pſal, 126.5. Th. r 
rimeot /owing , is a time of weeping They ſow in ſhoury 
weather, in/a rainy time, the Se:d they ſow moſt common= 
ly is ſteep'd in rears, Mine eye (ſaith holy David ) i» Cone 
ſumed with grief, al. 6 5. He wepr ſo much that he was 
ſhrivelcd upto norhing like a bottle in a ſmoak,ns his own cx- 
preſſion is, Plal, r19' 83. +» + 
You ee then ir is not a#/awfut, nor unfit ſomecimes to ex= 
preſs our grief:in rears. Bur you will-ask,me what theſe tim's 
@re; I willtell ycu in a word. Sixning times, and Suffring 
eimes, are weeping times, A word or. xwo of theſe in order, 
x, Sinning times, are weeping times... And that whether 
chey be linning times with others, or our ſe'ves,. 
1. Sinnieg cimes with others, muſt be ſorcowing _ 
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with us, Our Saviours Bowels rowl'd within him, when be 
Jook'd abour, and ſaw tbe bardneſy .of the Peoples hearts, 
Mark 3. 5. Rivers of waters run down mine eyes (ſaith holy 
David to the Lord, Pſale 119- 136. ) becauſe men. keep not thy 
Law. If they will not hear ſaith 7e;emiab, Chap. 13.17. 
My ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for their pride, and mine eyes 
ſhall weep ſore and run down with tears. My Soul and. Eye 
ſhall weep togerher, . You ſhall obſerve that thoſe whom God 
appointed ro be marked and fingled our for preſervation, ig 
a common deſolation, were ſuch as (gbed and cried for the 
abominations of Jeruſalem, Eck, 9. 4. They did not only 
keep rhemſelyes from the abomisarions of the time and place . 
on which the Providence of God had caſt chem . bur rhey 
mourned for them in others, They were nor meer abſtainers, 
bur they were mourners, weepers too, and ſo were ſnatched 
as fire-brands our of che burnings > and ſer as monuments of 
the Mercy of God: 7 | 
Brechren, if you defiie ro be preſerved in times of cqnmon 
deſolarion, when the judgments of the Lord arc abroad up- 
on the earth y and on the places of your habization»s and ro 
be ſafe is the day of his avger, work your hearts ro this reng® + 
per, while other men are inning, be you-monrning ; While 
others are commict'ng horrible abominations z be yau lamen- 
ring and bewailing them, {phing and crying for thoſe aba- 
minations; That when God comes ro viſit, he may find the 
fighs breaching from your, hearts » the drops ruonirg down 
your .checks > and all abour you wet with rears, * Ho 
2. And as finning times with others,ſo or own finaing times 
e/j ecial;y, muſt be our weeping times. Though David were 
a good man, yer he'was a great ſinner , and ſo he was a great 
wreeper, ' It Pſal. 6.6. We find him even drowned in tears. 
Ail the night long ( faith he) I make my Bed to ſwim, and wa- 
ter my Couch with my tears.' An Hyperbolical exprefſion of 
unmeaſurable weping. © So, Mary Magdalen had much for- 
given her, and thereupon ſhe loved much, and wept much 


"Yea ſhe made a bath of rears, in which ſhe wathed the feer 


of Chriſt, Luke 7. 37. ' It is obſerved of the people of the 
Jews, thar when they had ſurveyed their monſtious fins , 


they drew forth water ( our of the Fountains of their guilty 
eyes) end poured jt before the Lord, x Sam. 9.6, When once 


ther 


their hard and rockic bearrs: were ſmitren with remorſe, the 
melred into rears. They weps by Buckets, nor. by Drops. x 
3s a woeful frame of heart, when men can fin, bur cannar 
ſorrow. ML ETD 
2. As finning rimes are weeping times, /o ſuffering times 
are weeving times, And that wherher they be ſuffering rimes 
with others or our ſelves. PN 0b af Sica 
* 11: 'Sufering times with others , moſt be ſorrowipg times 
witch us, We muſt weep with them that weep, . The Holy 
Ghoft himſelf rakes notice of ir, as remarkable, in Nebemi- 
\ab,Chap. 1. 4+ thar when be beard of the diftrellcs, of his 
Bferhren, he ſat down ( as one aftonied: ) ant wept and 
monirned certain dajes, And Feremiah crierh our. in ſuch a 
eaſe; Ob that my he:d were waters Criothing elſe ) +nd mine 
eyes a fountain of tears , ( borh eyes one fountzin } that I 
might weep day and night ( without ceſſation ) for the ſlain of 
the Daughters of my People, Iris ©.ir Qury to remember ther 
that are in Bonds, as bound with them, and them that are Di- 
reſſed, and brohen and undone, as if we 6x ſelves were bro« 
$*n'nnd undone. with them, Oh ler nor it be ſaid of -any of 
us» that we ſwim in pleaſures, while our Brethren ſwim in 
rears, | Thar we havelain upon our coſtly Beds,and ſtrerch- 
"ed our ſelves upon our Couches , that we, have caten the - 
Lambs our of the Flock, and the Calves our of the Scatl,thar 
we have chanted tothe Vol and invented Inſtruments of 
Muſick ro our ſelves, thar we drinþ Wize in bowls , but are 
zot grieved for the affliftions of Joſeph, Amos 6. 4,'$>6. - 
' 3, And as when others are afflited, ſo when we our ſelves 
are ſo , it is a proper time to weep. The peor diſtrefſed 
Church draws up a Caralogue of all her rroubles , Lamenta- 
fiens 1.12, &c, And then concluderh at the 16, Yerſe,for 
theſe things I weop,mine eye, mine eyegrunneth down with wa- 
-fger. Yea, ſhe complains that ſlic had, wepr ſo much; that 
bey eyes did fail with tears, Lam. 2. 11. 1 mighrigive other 
Scripru res, where you ſhall 6nd them flowing abundancly'on 
Tuch occafions, Bur this may ſarisfie ro ſhew you, ther it 38 
pot uvlawful,nor unfit, ſometimes to expreſs our grief ia tears, 
And what thoſe weeping, times are 2 Times cf .ſfianing, and 
gimes of ſuffering, cither with otbers, or with our ſelves, 
&/e 1. They are miſtakea then, who think ic an on 
an 
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9) 
and unmanly thing to weep, ro drop arear at any time, a6 if 
"It ings! Rehlenſs of ming, and imbecilliry of ipirir. How 
| * many daring Gallants are there in rhe world, who -deſpife 
Go.s mourners, and look on'ſuch as weep, for the abominatz- 
'ox5, or the deſo/atins of the rim<s, as. a companFot -poor 
;weak low Souls,. And yer Hezchiab wepts: and David wept-, 
eventill he drowned himſelf in rears'; who tiorwirhſtanding . |, 
was as gallant and as brave a man as ever lived.” *The wilc ' 
'man cells us; rh ar'thcre is a time co-weeps Ecleſ: 3.'4: And 
where faith he of mourning thou art mad; and of -forrow', 
 Whar is it thor chou.doeſt ? As he doth of joy 'and /avghtey, 
"Where do you find a bleſſing 'poared our on laughter, as you 
do on rears and mourning ?- There 'are bur nine” Bearitudes 
and this is one Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſl be 
comforted, Mar. 5.4. And therefore they decelve themſelves 
who fcorn mourners, ahd: labour ro put on that 4parhic and 
Idolence, which is ſo much commended by the $ve 4 2 
Who rhink.ir is their Patience, and inſuperable Fortitude of 
Tnind, tobe diſquiered with nothing, neither fins, nor fuffer- 
ings, ſo far ar leaſt, as roſhed rears, Their Parience is it? 
No, *cis their ſ:nfl:ſnefs . [ haye ſmirten them and/they haye 
not grieved, ſaith God, of hardned IſraelzJer. 5. 3: I is'nor 
Patience bur Stupidity, that he bewailerh there in that people, 
* "Uſe 2.. Whar ſhall we think of rhoſe who have no rime for 
; rears, of ſorrows 2 They ſpend their days-in mitthy'and'pleg- 
ſure, and chaſe away all rhoughrs from rheir hearts; 'be the 
occaſion whar it will , or whar ir cans Theſc are merry men 
indeed, I wiſh they would bur fadly lay to hearr theſe few 
Conſiderations, and I ſhall paſs on ro the third Uſe,” 

I. Itis a fooliſh thing, tameltaway in- mirch avd Javghs 
xer, Eſpecially ar ſuch a time , when there is: nothing upon 
evety fide but ciuſe of ſorrow; Ngqueſtion they conceive, 
It is their wiſdome to be lively ſtill; however matters go; "and 
r6 drive away ſorrow from their hearts.” Bur whar faich S5- 
lomon, the wiſeſt man that ever lived, Ecc'eſ, 7. 4. The wiſe 
"mans heart is in the houſe of mag ning If his body be not 

| there, yet his heart ar leaſt, is chere, Bur on the other fide, 
- #hebeart of Fools zs inthe houſe of mirth. You know they 
a. —ufe to painr Fools laughing, ' and wiſe mens with a ſerious 
Ecave compoſed lock, And ſurely rhere is ſermcthing in ir, 
x . ; bur 


(3) V 
their bard and rockic hearts: were ſmitren with remorſe, the 
melred into rears. They weps by Buckets, nor. by Drops. % 
bs a weful frame of heart, when men can fin, bur cannar 

rrow. : ; 


2. As ſinning rimes are weeping riwes, ſo ſuffering times 


are weeving times. And that wherher they be ſuffering rimes 


with oth?rs or our ſelves, 15 ono ares 
' 11: 'Suffering times with others , muſt be ſorrowing times 
wirh us. We muſt weep with them that weep, The Holy 
Ghoft himſclf rakes notice ot it, as remarkable, in Nebemi- 
'ab,Chap. 1..4+ that when be beard of the diftreſles, of his 
Bferhren, he ſat dowa ( 25 one aftonied: ) and weot and 
monrned certain dajes, . . And Jeremiah crieth our in ſuch a 
eaſe, Oh that my he:d were waters (riothing elſe ) 1nd mine 
eyes a fountain of tears , ( borh cyes one fountain } that t 
" might weep day and night ( without ceſſation ) for the ſlain of 
the Daughters of my People, Iris ©.ir duty, to remember ther 
tbat are in Bonds, as bound with them, and them that are Di- 
flreſſed, and brogen and undone, as if we 0x ſelves were bro= 
$*#'and undone with them, Oh ler nor it be ſaid of -any of 
us» that we ſwim in pleaſures, while our Brethren ſwim i 
rears, Thar we have lain upon our coſtly Beds,and ſtrerch- 


"ed our ſelves upon our Couches , that we. have caten the - 


Lambs our of the Flock, and the Calves our of the Scatl,rhar 
we have chanted rethe Vol and invented Inſtruments of 
Muſick ro our ſelves, rhar we drinþ Wize in bowls , but are 
zot grieved for the affliftions of Joſeph, Amos 6. 4,'$>6. - 
' 3» And as when others are afflied; /o when we our ſelves 
are ſo , it is aproper time to weep. The peor diſtreiſed 
Church draws up a Catalogue of all her croubles > Lamenta- 
fions 1.12, &c, And then concludeth ar the 16, Yerſe,for 
theſe things I weop,mine eye, mine eye,runnth down with wa- 
-ger. Yea, ſhe complains rhar ſhe had, wept ſo much, that 
bey eyes did fail with tears, Lam. 2. 11. 1 mighrigive other 


Scripru res-where you ſhall tind them flowing abundancly'on ' 


Tuch oecafions, Bur this may ſarisfie ro ſhew you, that it is 
pot uvlawful,nor unfit, ſometimes to expreſs our grief ia tears, 
And what thoſe weeping, times are 2 Times cf .finning, and 
gimes of ſuffering, cither with otbers, or with our ſelper, 
&/e 1. They are miſtaken then, who think ic an —_— 
and 
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and unmanly rhing to weeps' ro drop rear at oy time, 86 if 
{of mink and imbecillity of ipirir. How 
*many daring Gillants are there .in the world, who -deſpife 
Go-.:s mourners,” and look onſuch as weep, for the abominatz- 
ous, or the deſolatidnt of the rim<s, as. a companFfof -poor 
;weak low Souls, And yer Hcgchiab weptsi and David wept, 
eventill he dro» ned himſclf in rears'; who tiorwirhſtandin 
was as gallant and as braye a man as ever lived.” *The wilc ' 
'man cells as; th ar'th<re is a time co-weeps Ecleſ: 3.' 4+ And 
where ſaith he of mourning thou art mad; and of -forrow!, 
What is it ther chou.doeſt ? As he doth of joy 'and /avghtey, 


*Where do you'find a bleſſing poared our on laughters as you 


do on rears and mourning ? There 'are bur nine' Bearitudes 
and this is one, Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhill be 
comforted, Mar. 5.4. 4nd therefore they decelve themſelves 
who fcorn mourners, atd: labour ro pur on that 4parhic and 
Idolence , which is ſo much commended by the wr 4 : 
Who rhink ir is their Patience, and inſuperable Fortitude of 


Tnind, to'be diſquiered with nothing, neither fins, nor kiffer= 


ings» ſo far ar leaſt, as roſhed rears, Their Parience is it? 
No, *cis their ſ:nfl:ſnefs .'[ haye ſmirten them and*/they haye 
Nor grieved, ſaith God, of hardned Ifrae{;Jer. 5. 3: Ir is'nor 
Patience bur Stupidity, that he bewailerh there in that people, 


* ſe 2. Whar ſhall wethink of choſe who have no rime for 


rears, of ſorrows + They ſpend their days-in mirrhy'and'ples- = 
ſure, and chaſe away all rhoughrs from rheir hearts; -be the 
'vccaſion whar it will , or what ir cans Theſe arc tutiry men 
indeed, I wiſh they would bur fadly lay ro heart theſe few 
Conſiderations, and I ſhall paſs on to the third Uſe,” 
I, Itis a feeliſh thing, tamelraway in- mirch avd laughs 
xer, Eſpecially ar ſuch a eime , when there is' nothing upon 
evety fide but ciuſe of ſorrow. No{queſtion they conceive, 
It is their wiſdome to be lively ſtill, however matters £0, "and 
rd drive away ſorrow from their hearts,” Bur what faich' $9- 
lomon, the wiſeſt man that cver lived, Ecc'eſ, 7. 4. The wiſe 
"mans heart is ins the houſe of may ning If his body be not 
there, yet his beart ar leaſt, is chere, Bur on rhe other ſide , 
The beart of Fools 3s in the houſe of mirth. You know they 
ufe to paint. Fools laughing, © and wiſe mens with a ſerious 
grave compoſcd lock, And ſurely there is ſermcthing in ir, 
TY . 5 ; bur 


- (30) 

but the: Fool hatch not the wit ro pick. ir out; 

| 2. Asitis a fooliſh thing, ſoic1s a ſinſel thing, ts 
give our ſclyes to mirch and laughter, when God callerh us 
to ſorrow. Ir is a fin which, God doth hardly (if ar all for- 
give ) we. find that he hath. ſealed the Commirters of ir u 
ro wrath , -and bound the guilr of this Iniquity upon their 
ſouls never to be removed again, Thar'is a damning ſentence 
whichye find, 1/2, 22. 13. They were formidable Judg- 
ments which'the Lord had threarnedz .and aQually inflied 
on the Jews. | And theicupon_ he looked they ſhould haye 
carricd and demeaned, chemſelyes like Mourners, like men 
that were exrreamly ſenfible of his diſpleaſure » and much 
affc&ed with his hand .upon them-+ * But” they deſpiſed and 
Nights all , 'and'gaye themſelves ro mirth and pleaſures and 
ſ»azger'd ina braving ways. And whar was the event and 
ifluc of it 5 Swrely this iniqui y ſhall not be purged from youtill 


$00-R3,-,, 


3+; And as ir is a fooliſh, 5nd a finfil thirg, ſoit is a day- 
gerous thing: There, is a fearful woz denounced to ſuch as 
4augh.,; for rhey ſhall mourns, The Lord will one day twin 
their vaipuand footiſh mirch, ro weeping and lamentarion. Ir 
will be, Gall and Wormwood in the latter: end. © They char 
are alwaies making mer y » and never gricye ar the diſtreſs 
of chechurch, they ſhall go captive with the fi #, as God de- 
nouncerth, Ames 6. 74 Whoever eſcape they ſhall be ſure rp 
have their portion. © The Lord will ſer chem #n che Fronc to 
underpo.he ſharpeſt brung, and rhe moſt, fierce 'encounter 
of his Vengeance, And though they bear ir out a while, the 
Lord will ſurely meer, wich them another day , when they 
ſhall have rheir portion there, where there iy zwothing *!ſt but 
Weeping and wailing, and gzafbing of teeth; \ They that do * 
norhjng,clſe but leugh .inghis world, ſhall dagochiog elle bur 
Ww.C.in thar,to come, And 2all their carnal jay will prove 
crac ling of th.rns under apot y ſoon in and ſoon ot » and 
Aſhes of Lightning before Ecernal fire. | 
 #ſe 3. And therefore in the third place, fince there are 
rimes to gricve , .and ro.cxpreſy ovr grief in cears,ler this be 
a Caveat! to us not te logh for too much joy in this world. © Fr 
us not Eaſt roo much upon it, leſt we be diſappointed anc 
deceived, Ir's char we are very apr to:cozcn and a+ 
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elves abour,. when we are on a me: ry piny and flouriſh in 
a proſperous eftare ,. ir is our manner to conelude' that we 
(hall never-havea ſtorm again, and thar this happy time will 
ever cnd,., And ſo we run upon a double inconvenience y 
we grow remiſs in, making preparations for a time of ſorrow; 
and when ir comes upon -us unexpected ig cuts the deeper , 
and diſquiers us the more. How often ſhall you hear ir from 
the mouths of ſome, when any heavy Croſs befals them, alas 
they never dream'd of this, they never look'd to fee this 
doleful day: The weaker ang unwiſer they. Did they.noc 
know whar they ares bors to trouble, as the ſpai bs fly upward, 
ſo thar rhey have a natural rendency to it ? , Thar they are 
wandring ina.vale of tears 3 in which they muſt- lock our for = 
many ſtorms; Ir was a pretty Speech of Seneca, 'Dolor oc» 


 woluptas inhicem cedunt , byeuuer voluptas 3 Joy and ſorrow 
| have ſtill theirgurns and encercourſes here , bur Joy ( moſt 


commonly-) hath rhe ſpeedicſt diſpaich. And therefore in 
the midſt of. Joy', ler us be .wiſcly caſting upon times of ſor- 
xow, and making preparation and proviſion for them. And 
that you may-nor fainr either in the ſence and feeling'y orin 
the apprehenſion and expeZation of them; 1 ſhall-drop down 
a few Cordials, -- 'f i: + - tp nga © C07 

1, iThe times of texys and ſorrow, are better for us thenthe 
times of mirth and laughter; And hence (airh-$s/omnzin the 
fore-alledged.Scriprures, Ec«leſe:9.-24 1tis better togo to the 
houſe of mourning then to the hauſe of feaſting. is it. nor a more 
pleaſing good, bur is ir a more profrable pood:'y though. ic be 
nor more delightful, yer ir is more beneficial ro be where 
there are tears and lam«cntarions 5" then ro bewhere. there js 
nothirig eMe' bur laughter. And that vpon thee rywo Ac> 
counts, FAR 1 - [5's | 

r, Times of grief and cears, prepare for grace, They fir 


- us forthe work of holineſs upon our ſouls. . They ſerrle us , 


and fix us;-and make us capable of good imprefficas. When 
there is nothing elſe bur mirth, we have light and f.othy 
ſpirirs, our fancies roves our thoughts and our imaginations 
wanders Bur when the Lord preſenterh nothing elle before 
our eyes bur tears and lamentarions , this callerh home our 
thoughts, Ir renders us unto our ſelves, and\makes us fir 
for holy motions, We ſec. it by experience , - that the very 
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men, who when they are upon a merry pin y are. ſenfleſs and 
'3ncapable of any good,rhey haveſuch vain and footifh hearrss 
when chey are brooghr inro a melting frame,' then they are 
mild andrame as Lambs, chen they are pliable and flexible, 
and rraQable ;* ſothar a little child may lead them: - If you 
wifir them 5 if you counſel and adviſe chem for their good y 
*then you ſhall have rheir cars} and hearts roo. - | 
_ 2s Andas the rimes of grief and rears prepare for grace 
ſo they inrreaſe #24 further grace; *: Grace will ſpring and 

row the more 'for fuch ſhowers as theſe are. - Je proſpers 
berrer in x. mo:it and watred* then in a'dry and buypen foyl , 
And if you ſearch the facred Story, you will find the greareft 
weepers to have been the greateſt Saints, As David; Peter, 
yea, our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, » Indeed this precious Seed 
delights ro have ſuch dews as theſe ; the Seed: of Prayer, of 
Rep:-nranice, ye, that Immortal Seed, the Word of God', 
dorh beſt wheniit.is ſown in rears, * When we repent in tears, 
our hearrs'relear and melr moſt; When we preath and pray 
3n tears,” we move our ſelves and orhers moſt ; —<S;j'vi4 me 
fere, datendum eft Prime ipſi tibis This Seed when it.is 
watred thus ſprings up thefaſter, and bringeth forth che 
more plentiful increaſe. $i 5-4 «deft Bb; 
-* 3. Theſe times of pricf and rears will end at aft , and en4 
wt joy. Youſhul weep (ſaich' Chriſt ro his Apoſtics , ) but 
your ſorrow ſhall be turned into joy, They that ſow in tears ſhall 
reap in joy; : and be that goes forth weeping, bearing precious 
Seed, fhill doubtleſs come again with rejoycingy briaging his 

eaves with him, There is go doubr, ne queſtion ro be'made 
of rhar,:and therefore ir is bound with an Aﬀeverarion , 
which cakes away all ſcruple from ir, he ſhall doubtleſs come 
2pain wirh rejoycing, bringing his ſheaves wich bhim.. Ir is 


the cuſtome every where to have goo chear, and to be merry 


when they reap. So it was among the Jews, as you may ſce 
Deut, 16. 13,14: And therefore this is uſed in Scripture 
ro expreſs the greateſt joy, Iſa. g: 3. They ſhall rejoyce before 
thee according to tbe joy of barveft. So,chough the Chriſtian, 
ſows in rainy wearhers in a weeping time, all ſhall be ſweery 
and calm, and fiir, when the reaping time comes. He hall 
fit down with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the King» 
om of Heaven, feeding on rhe hidden Manna, and Fiokivg 
, | | - 


C13) 5 
vf rhe pure and CryRal River of Water of Life y procecds-. 
ing fromthe Throne of God , and of the Lamb, and there” 
they ſhall be merry all rogerher; When once he comes. ro 
God's immediate preſence, he ſhall have joy, full 7oy; yea, the 
fulneſs of joy, Pſal. 16, aſt In his preſence is fulneſs of 
109, and pleaſures for evermare, : 

3. The 05 that is 0 come will pay for all. It will be ſuchy 


. fo plentiful and overflowing, that ir will make a full amends 


for all your preſenc rears and ſorrow 3 It will quite overcome 
the ſenſe, and the remembrance of them. Ajas, our trouble 
here is nothing, in compariſon, it is alight and cafic Bur= 
then, Our affli4jon is bur ſhorrgir continues bur a moment, 
bur rhe rime is. drawing nigh » when this little light ſorrow g 
(hz1! be wholly ſwallowed up in endleſs and unurcerable joy, 
This ſhort affliffion which lafteth but a moment, ſhall end in 
everlaſting aud unmixed pleaſures, 2 Cor. 4. 179. It worketh 
for us, a far more exceeding and crernal weight of glory 2 

Oh wharcranſporting comfore is there many times, in reap= 
ing the firſt fruics of the Spirit | that ve ire ready to cry out » 
if the firft fruits be ſo ſweet, whar will the Harveſt be? If 
the earneſt be ſo great, whar will the Poſſeſſon be ? When we 
ſhall be filled and farisfied , with the del;ghrs thar heaven 
viclds fo all cterniry, I could ſay as Feter once, It #s good ts 
be here, let us build Tabernacles bere, Bur 1 muſt baſten to 
another Obſeryarion. EATEN 0 


DoFt.z5 Thar we ate very ſubje& ro miſplace our grief,and 
to miſtake the Ground and Objc of our ſorrow. '_ 

So did theſe Daughters of Feruſalem you ſee, they wept 
where rhey ſhould nor, and they wept net where they ſhould, 
And therefgre Chriſt Corre&s their Sorrow ih the Text 3 
Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep not for me, but Treep for your 
ſetves, and for your Children. A grear part of the fin, and 
corruption that hath invaded humane narure , conhits in 
the diſorder and diſtemper of our paſſions and affeRions ; 
& lies ſpecially in rwo things, either when we miſs the right 
objeft, or tranſgreſs the juft meaſure £ When they are eirher 
#ll placed, or 1! progortiened : When we miſtake in cirher of 
them, When we are rroubled where we ſhould not, or too 
wuch rxoubled where we ſhould 3 we are much to be __ 

a ned: 


00 
ned ; And both of theſe we are very ſubje& ro. The firſt is * 
rrinent to our purpoſe we are 'extreamly apr ts grieve aud - 
76 be troubied where we ſhould pot, Ir is no wonder that we 
find Eſau faulty here, miftaken:in the objeR of his ſorrow 2 
He [ought Repentance, and'foughr ic carefully with tears; as 
you may ſecs Heb, 13. 19. Bur whac Repenrance did he ſeek 
with tcars ? Alas he miffed his mark,” he ſought norhis own, 
bur bis Fathers Repentance ; feign he would Rave his Farhec 
' ro Repenr of his pouring our the bleſſing on his younger bro« 
ther Facob, and conſequently ro revoke ir, and to call ir back 
2g3in: Bur when he ſaw that was not to be don*, and heard 
his Facher ſay, I bave bleſſed him, and he ſhall be bleſſed; be 
 [ifted up bis voice and wept, 'Gen. 2.9. 38, Yea ths Apoſtles 
and Diſciples of our Saviour Chriſt himfelf miſtook in this, 
thar they miſapplyed their forrow, They" were extreamly 
grieved and troubled thar Chriſt was ready to depart, and to 
withdraw his fleſhly preſence from them : Whereas he tells 
them plainly, It is expedient for you that 1 go away, John,16. 
7. Ir is nor ooly expedient for me, bur ir is expedicnt for 
you ? ſo that here was no real. cauſe of gricfand forrow. And 
hence our Saviour purs a ſtop upon ir, John 14. xn. Let not 
your hearts be troubled, q d. | ſee that you miſplace your 
= » Come ir muſtnor be ſo; I will not have ir co be ſo 
ct nor your hearts be troubled. : 

Poor M :ry was greatly ar a loſs in this particular,ſhe ſtood 
beſides the ſepulcber of Ch:ift Weeping, John x1, 20. Why 
whar's the matter ? The Body of the Lord is gone, Had the 
found him dead there, it ſeems ſhe had becn very well con- 
rent: So'thar her grief and ſorrow was in deed ( alrhough 
ſhe did nor underſtand it, and intend ir fo ) that Chriſt was 
Riſcn. She ſhould have wepr over an znbelieving beart,(chac 
doubted of the ReſurreRion of her Sayiour ) and nor over 
an empty Grave, from which his Body was deliver'd ; God 
having /«oſed the pains of Death, becauſe it was not poſſible 
that he ſhnuld be bo!den of it, AQs 2. 24. | / 

I mighr add other inſtances, bur theſe may ſarisfic to clear 
the poine.; Fhar we arc very ſubje& ro miſplace our grief, 
and co miſtake the ground and vbje& of our ſorrow + And 
there are rwo eſpecial cauſes of ir. viz, Eicher becauſe our 
unde: ſtanding 's mi ed, or our Aﬀetions are miſlaid *Q p 
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Ref. 1: Sometimes we are yery ſubje& ro mifplace out 
grief, becavſt our underſtanding is miſled. We domot Judg 
" aright of chat» which is indeed the only , er the greareſt 
cauſc of trouble. Some apprehend their rears arc: firter to 
be ſpent 00 their, ; 4 fflifiions z then their: ſins ; They ſee no 
grear burr in fin, bur they feel much in Afflitiop 3 AMiRi- 
on is a grievous thing ro them ; bur corrupricn 'is nor- ſo. 
There is a principle in Nature which makes a man averſe 
from penal evil, 'bur there js none ar all , that maketh him 
averſe from finful evil: forthara man needs nothing elſe bur 
Narure co make him ſenſible of penal evils of Afliftions , 
but he needs more then Natures to.make him- ſenſible of fin : 
And hence it is becauſe the greater part of men have nos 
thing elſe bur Nature in them , that they are ſo exceedingly: 
affected with the one, andſo regardleſs of the other, 

Now theſe affefions follow epprebi:nſions,ng they always dog 
They are miſtaken in their judgments, and ſo they miſapply 
their paſſion» They look upon thzir ſins as ſmall marters , 
bur they awplifie their troubles and afli&ions, ' 23 he in the 
Poet, I am ren times, ewenty times , an hundred rimes miſc- 
rable ; And hence rhey weep for their afliRions and will 
Rot be comforted 3 while they have nor a tear to fpend v 
their fins; And this in probability was 1/raels eaſe, Ter. 30. 
I5. They were extreamly troubled - at rhe 'miſeries that 
were upon them, bur they wete little troubl'd ar their fins; 
Thcy _ becauſe of their AfiiQions z they did nor only 
figh and mourn and prieye and weep, but more then ſo rhey 
cry 'daloud z which ſhews-extremiry of ſorrow ; Bur we hear 
nothing of any ſorrow for their ſins. And therefore God 
comes in and incerrupts them , why what's the marter with 
youg can you tell why you rake on in this faſhion Þ crieft 
thou for th'ne affi ton ? thy ſorrow is incurable, for the mul» 
titude of thine Iniquitie ; becauſe thy fins are increaſed 

Ando for penal evils, they miſtake rhere xrooz They 
think chat Temporal Zudgments, are greater and heavier then 
ſpiritual judgments : They rake the bodily plague, ro be worſe 
then the plagaeof the beart:a famine of Corn,chen the famine 
of the word ; and ſo they grieve more for the-one, then for 
theorhec ; and they had rather loſe their Saviour; thertheir 

Hogs; Thar is the firſt reaſon then, why we miſplace our 


grief, 


otief;, B:cauſe our underſtanding ismifleds © 5 » + 
2. Theſccond is, Becaufe our Affefivn is miſted, T mead- 
our love.z- for Jove is the commander of -our other paſſions's 
Iris rhe firſt and great wheel of the ſoul, that carries all rhe 
reſt about, and governs them «s ir pleaſerh.” Love is the' 
ftrongeſt of the paſſions and AﬀeRions, and therefore all che- 
reſt yicld ro it z and are greatly ſway'd by it * And by this 
means ir eomes topaſs, thar:if we miſplace our'Love, we are 
in danger to miſplace oar ſorrow : For we ſhall ſurely grieye' 
for thar meſt., -which :we love beſt, -wherher it be. beſt or 
nor, Oh: what a deal of vain unnecefſary ſorrow , 'dema- 
py throw themſelves into, -by:mifapplying his AﬀeCion !: 
Their love 3s -ſerled where it: ſhould nor be , or it is ſtronger 
xhen ir ought ro be  -ro ſucha-friend, ro ſuch a comfort, ro. 
{uch a relation» and when they find a diſappointment by che 
xemovall g or the change of ghar: which: they have fer their 
hearrs cap much upon, their grief is anſwerable ro their love.: 
Strong affeRions(<ſpecially when rhey milſcarry in the obje& 
of them Y.do caſt men into ſtrong AMiRions, - > © 
.- Oh how was David overeome with the'death of Abſalom 1 
Gon yet indeed, the cutting of him off; was /a great and 
fignal mexcy,, ro himfclfg and ro his people; And therefore 
oth cyen rares himfor it, 2 Sam. 19.5: andfollowing verſes.: 
Saith.he,Thoy beſt ſhem'd this day the faces of all thy ſervants 
who bave ſav'd fe , 4xd the life of thy Sons, and of thy, 
Daughters,and thyWives: Since thou baft 'ny'd thine Enemies, 
aud bated thy. Friends, and baſt declar'd this day, that thou 
regerdeſt neither Princes nor Servants : And I perceive that if 
Abſalom bad lived, and all we bad died this day,. it would. 
have pleaſed thee well. Youſce the reaſon of his immoderate 
and overflowing {orrow for him, was his inordinace AﬀeRion - 
to him ; Which was ſo oxr of meaſure grear , thar when he 


heard the news, his paſſion wreught, and he was haſting . 


£O aroom togive it vent.” Bur alas z he cannor hold cill he, 
come thither, bur diſcharges ar the ſtairs as he is going up , 
2 Sem. 18.33. He wept as be went and ſaid, O my Son Ab-- 
ſalom,»y Sos Abſalom,would God T had died for thee, O Ab- 
ſalom, my Son, my Sov, You ſee then both that , and why, 
p are {0 ccady to miſplace our grief ,' and ro miſapply our 
orrow,' | . © Sg 
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#/e. The application of the point ſhall be for Caution, and 
Direfion, both together ; To watch our hearts againſt ir , 
that ſo we Jay nor out ourcears amiſs : Be circumſpeR thar 
you do nor miſplzce your grief, and that you do nor miſtake 
the ground and obj<& of your ſorrow; like rheſe poor Daugh- 
rers of Jeruſalem, who wept where they ſhould nor, and 
wept nor where they ſhould, Oh what a dcal of grief do 
ſome men waſte away, whcn there is no cauſe ar all ! How 
do many men take on , when they arc croſt in proſecution . 
of their luſts , and hindred in their ſins, which is indeed a 
great mercy ? Oh whar floods of tears do ſome men pour 
Out up0n a petty flight occaſion, ata trifling accident ! | 

Beloved, rears it they be ſhed arighr,are preeious things 5 
God puts them up into his Bottle, as if they were of grezt ya- 
lue ; And ycrſome Jay them our on nothing 2 How will 


© they weep, and grievey ar any diſappointment in their ſmall 


affairs, any miſcarriage in their buſineſs, any lirle perry 
loſs, any unkindneſs from their friends, or neighbours, any 
affcont or proyocation in the leaſt degrees nay if rhey be 
but crofled in their wills z though ir be beſt indeed they 
ſhould : Ail their ſorrow is-beſtowed on little erifling incon- 
fiderable things. Why , my beloved, have ye nor other 
manner of rhings then theſe co grieve for? whart think you 
of your own ſi2s, with all their bloody aggrava-ions ? what 
think you of the horrible Abominations, and woful deſolations 
of the Land? And of all the wrath of God, that hath been 
larely manifefted and reveal'd from Heaven againſt us, more 
ways then I am able e2 expreſs? I might be very large in 
ſhewing you particularly and diſtin&ly,boch what you ſhould, 
and whar you ſh»uld not grieve forz/and giving you dircRions 
from the word of God abour it, Bur becauſe the time ſpends, 
and I would not be prevented of that which I have princi- 
pally in my eye, I ſhall paſs oy:r many other things that ſo 
I may apply my ſelf ro the occaſion. + | 

Methinks I ſee the clouds gather, and return after rhe 
Rain : And our of queſtion many of you are come hither 
with a ſufficiept fic ck of forrow ; your hearts are ful! of grief 
and your ſouls ſull of trouble, and your bottles full of tears, 
brim full, You have drawn warer , and ate ready to pour it 
eur beforg rhe Lord this day, y work ſhall te to guide your, 

an 
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and dire& you f wich our Saviour in the Text } how ta Hes 
tow theſe tears.» and how to ſpend this ſorrow , rhar you 
way not weep in yain, Ifſay to you as Chriſt doth to the 
Daughters-of 7eruſalem(with a liule alrcrarion) weep not for 
biz, whom the Lord hath taken from you, bur weep for your 
ſelves, and for your Children. | 

1. Weep not for bim, 1 know -the loſs of ſuch an Able; 
Faithful, Painful, zealous Miniſter of Chriſt as he was, 
ovghr to be very much bewailcd z Men of ſuch hidden worth 
as he had in him, and cf ſuch publick uſe and ſervice in rhe 
Church, ſhould not be raked up in their Graves z withour 
rear:s and lamentations : oaſh 4 wicked King wept for a 
good Prophet, and that with very great atfe&ion, 2 Kinge 
13.14. He wept over bis fate and ſaid, My Father, my Father 
the Chariqts of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof. And if you | 
mark the carriage of the Saints z when ſuch as he ( 1 mcan 
our dear and wotthy Brother ) have been tzken from rhem, 
it would warrant all the rears you have to ſpend on this oc- 
caſion. In the firſt of Kings 13. 30, You find a Prophet 
burying a Prophet, ard melting over him when he Intcr'd 
him ; He laid bis Carcaſein the Grave aud mourned over him, 

- and ſaid alaſs my Brother | How ſolemnly did 1/7eel lamenr 
the dearh of Samrel , and made their grief as remarkable and 
publick as their loſs, 1 Sam. 25. Is -It is obſerved of Stephen 
that he was Carried by devout men toby burial with great 1a- 

" mentation, As 8,2. And God forbid that ſuch an one as 
we have loſt, ſhould die away y asif he were not deſpred ; 
that he would ſteal into his Grave, asif there were no no- 
tice taken of his Dearh, No my Beloved, weep, and weep 
on ; fir down and weep till you can weep no more z yer ſtill 
I ſay, weep not for him. 

Your loſs i unaccomprtable indeed, and time perhaps will 
ſhew it tv be greater rhen as yer you ſee, Burrell me my 
B:loved, a be & loſer any way? Nay, is he nor an infinite 
gainer ? Is nor this beſt of all for himz ? Indeed ro have con- 
tinucd in the tleth was berrer for 304 ; as the Apoſtle ſtares the 
caſe, whin he was ſtraitnea » Phil, 1,24, Bur for him ir 
was far betrer to be diſſolved and to be with Chyiſt. | Now he 
enjoys a {1 1] deliverance from all Corruprions,all Temptations, 
21! ff: ons; A full return of ail his Prayerszand my" -—* 
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afrer God and Chrift, in which he was tranſported, when ke 
was drawing near his Glory : A full reward of all his tiring 
2nd incefſent Labours. Oh bleſſed ſoul ! You know a Voice 
from Heaven hath ſaid, Bleſſed are the dead that die in the 
Lord, for they veft from their Labours, and their works follow 
them. Therefore I ſay weep not for him, | 
There is one thing I muſt confeſs that makes this Providence 
rhe ſadder ro us: You know it is the Propher Davids Pray- 
er, Pſal. 102.24. 0 my God te{e me not away in the midſt of 
my daies, The Lord indecd hath raken him away ih che midſt * 
of his days, and in the midſt of his Miniſtry, Bur is he gone 
ro Heaven too ſoon ? Too ſoon indeed for you, bur nor for 
him, Is he got home ro his Fathers houſe too ſoon ? Is he 
with God, and Chriſt, and Angels, and glorificd Saints too 
ſoon? Whar,doth he wiſh that he were back again with you? 
Hath he his everlaſting Reſt roo ſoon? His glorious Recom- 
pence too ſoon ? Brechren , he wrought a pace you know , 
while he had ſtrength , and finiſhed rhe woik thar God had 
given him ro do berime. So that ir is no wonder though he 
bath his wages early, , ſooner then ſuch dull heavy Slugs as 
we are. His life was ſhort indeed , though filled rp with 
Grace and Duty, and God hath made bur an exchange of an 
Erernal one forir. He was a burning and a (hining lights 
burning with enflamed AﬀeRions, rill the Oyl was ſpent,an41 
ſhining in an exemplary Converſarion. Bur this Lamp is zoe 
extinguiſhed, bur only lighted up, to flame and ſhine in a 
more glotious place. And there he ſh3ll fhine forth ag the” 
_ for ever and ever, Sothar I may ſay till, weep not for 
Im. 

2, Bur you will ask me, For whom ſhall we weep then ? 
I anſwer, for your ſelves ,- and for your Children. 

T, Weep for your ſelves. The Lord you ſecharh made a 
woful breach upon you) as it is ſaid of #xzb, 1Sam 6,8. 
And thar your hearts remain unbroken , they are unſurable 
to this heavy diſpenſation. God hath remoy*d his holy faith- 
ful ſervanrgnot ingo a blind corner, but into a da;þ pir. The 
Grave hath newly (hut her mouth upon him, he is gone hence 
to be no morce'in this world : You ſhall behold him now no 
more in che Land of the Living 2 Your eyes ſhall ſee your 
Teacher here no more for ever : You ſhall now be no more 
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enlightened with his clear i»ftruffigns:No more enliver'd with 
his zealous Exhorrations : No more guichned with his fer- 
vent Prayers:No more waym?d with his heavenly Diſcourſess 
No more cbear'd with his {weer Conſolations : No more 
guided by his holy Example. The Lord hath made bim up 
among bis Fewels, becauſe indeed we were not worthy of 
Tuch a precious Gemriz as he was : He hath in anger and 
diſpteaſure pluckr away one of our Pillars, as if he meanr 
the Houſe ſhould fall. And ſhall we be inſcnſible of ſuch a 
ſtroke ? Shall wehave rears enough ro waſte upon our perty 
Lofles,and nor to have a tear ro ſpend on this Incſtimable and 
Irreparable one ? Brethren, you are allow'd to weep here , 
though nor for him, yer for your ſelves ; And thar eſpecially 
in two reſpects 

I. Fur the fins that you have done, for they have made ris 
Tad work, They are therrue and real cauſe of all your Lo\- 
ſes, They are your ſins that hinder good things that they 
come nor royou ; or take them quite awry when they are 
come. If God carry you a fide into a Wilderneſs and rip 
you nabed there of any mercy z 2s if he meant to lath you 
ro the purpoſe; Tour weies and your doings have procured you 
theſe things ; ſuth is your wicktaneſs,Belicve it,you have lin- 
ned ſome way or other, againſt rhe Mercy which the Lord 
rakes from you : They are our {ins agaizft the Ordinances of 
the Lord, that cauſe the Lord to take away our Ordinances 
from us. They are our fins ag1inft the Miniſters of Chriſt 
( in that capacity as Miniſters ) thar' proyoke him to remove 
our Miniſters from us; yea many times to take away the 
Candleſtick and Light rogether., You may take up the Las» 
menration of che Church this day z The Crown is falu from 04r 
heads ; wo to us for we have po They are our ſins thac 
W-: ken an4 Impair and Ki!l our Minifte:s , who are indeed 
the Churches Crown, and the glory of Chriſt, 

$omcrimes we overvalue th;m, and then we kill them with 
kindneſs. Somerimes we undervalue them , and rhen we kill 
them withnegle& , and mabe them do their work with grief : 
Somerimes we arc untraftable, and unthankful, and vnfruir- 
ful 3 and God calls away his Workmen our of rhe Vineyard 
that will yield no better Fruit, Nay ſometimes we decline » 
and grow remiſs , and cold, and flat, we loſt our love _ 

Go 
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God and Chriſt, and then he takes away our Beloyed com- 
forrs from uss And ler me tell you, ſome of you have back- 
flidden grievouſly, and ſenfibly abared of your former Zeal 
and Holineſs, and trineſs in the Waies of God: Yea, fin- 
ned ſcandalouſly ro the diſhonour of Religion and the Goſ- 
pel: This grievcd our dear Brother,who will grieve no more 
now 3 'I had it from his Mouth and Pen » how tenderly he 
rook ſome late miſcarriages, and how near rhey went to him : 
Theſe things brought him low among you,who was low enough 
before z and made him to bewai! many who have manifeſily 
ſinned , and have nat repented, as the Apoſtle ſpeakss 2 Cor, 
12.21.Oh how it wounded himzafter ſe many Labours and ſo 
many Suff-rings, for your eſtabliſhment and confirmation 3 
to ſee ſuch declinarions and backſlidingss He'might have 
ſaid with the Apoſtle,x Theſ.3.8. Now 1 liveif youſtandfaſt 
in the Lord, if not 1 die ; anddead he is. 

Oh my dear Friends, Whar have your fins doge ? Whar 
hath your barrenneſs, and your unfruicfulneſs, and your back- 
ſliding done ? I know you /ov'd bim with a very high affeQi- 
on, and have made it ro appear in miny ourward declarati- 
ons to your grear praiſe: Bur the beſt way ro ſhew your 
love tothe rrue Miniſters of Chriſt , #ho ſerch not yours, but 
you ; who ſeek nor profit and applauſe, bur Fruit ; is robeary 
rheir juſt reproofs and ro be amended by them 3 7s hear and 
obey they in their regular dircQions z to follow all their good 
Examples s For the Miniſters of Chriſt are Samplers to rhe 
flock, and Samplers muſt be wroughr after. And in a word, 
fo bring them in the rerurn of all their Labours, in Holineſs 
and holy Walkirg ; rhat they way ſee the travel of their ſouls 
and be ſatisfied, Nothing bur this will ſatisfie them, and 
make rhem &o their work with Foy. I know you {ov'd bim, 
as there was cauſe enovgh you ſhould 3 bur ſay in truth, have 
you Improv'd bim ? I am afſur'd thar many of you (a con- 
ſiderable number ) have Improv'd him to the utmoſt of your 
power, Thar you have made the moſt ycu could, of his 
Indefatigable and Incefſant pains among yov; Thar you 
have garher*d up the very Fragments of the Bread of Life, 
and pick'd up the very Crums, that nothing might be loſt, 
Thar you have eyed his exemplary Converſation, and walk- 
ed according to your pattern. And this I make no q cſtion 

is 


(22) 
1s no {mall conforr to yo1 in this doſeful day} Bur have you 
&! done rhis 2. Are there no ſecret Stirches ar the Hearrs of 
any of you, upon this conſideration? He ſpent bis firength 
indeed among youy he waſt:d and conſumed himſelf, rhar 
you mighr flouriſh: Bur cell mee, have there been anſwera- 
ble Fruits among you, of Holineſs and Obedience > When 
he Fed you , have you proſper'd ? He gor a poor lean wie 
rher'd Body, char you might haye far Souls. And are you 
| all fat and well lifing? Oh wharlean Souls haveſome of 
_ you, who haye arrended on his Miniſtry , even to his dying 
day : How hath your rich and far Paſture becn caſt away up- 
on you? So that our Brother might have ſaid ( in reference 
ro many ) as the Propher did, I have (pent my firength in 
viin. However he & glorious with his Gad, Bur I amvery 
much afraid thar many of you will find this holy wit- 
#:ſs who isnow aſcended, Wirnefſing againſt you, when the 
day of trial comes. 
* D:ar Friends : Be nor offended if I rell you, that your 
| fins have had a ſtroke 1a the Sickneſs, and rhe Weakneſs, and 
the death of yeur deſervedly beloved Miniſter, They were 
our fins char killed Chriſt ; He was bruiſed for our iniquitiesy 
and broken for our fins; He bare our fins in his Body on the Tree, 
And ſo thzy are our fins thar kill che Miniſters of Chriſt, 
You have ofcen ſeen your Svviour fliin before you, by and 
for your ſins. Now you have ſcen a holy Miniſter of his, 
ſlain by the ſamz hands. And yer your fins live till ro do. 
moze ſuch work, and the Lord knows where it will end,” 
There is no Execution done upon them, who have done ſuch 
dreadful Execution in our view. Oh ler your hearts break, 
and your Tears run down , till your Luſts be broken , mor- 
tifi:d, and deſtcoyzd 3 or elſe hey will break you, and de- 
ſtcov you, If you have any love ro Chriſt, co the Miniſters 
of Criſt, or ro your Selves, you may ſee cauſ: enough co 
weep-s thongh nor for our deceaſed Brother z yer for your 
ſelues , andfor your fins. Thar's the firſt thing then, weep 
for the ſins that you bave done. 

2». 'For the Judgments that now you may be like to ſuffer. 
T> this our Saviour referreth in che Text, weep for your ſelves 
aud for your children; Char is,for che extremity of Wrath and 
elerzry V engeance » that is avout to come on Oe 
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rhem. Even ſo ſay 1 to you my Brethren, with the Apoſtles 
Fames $; 1. Gotonow, weep and howl, for your miſeries that 
ſhall come upon you. Oh ler not that complaint of the Propher, 
Iſaiah 59, x. Be renewed againſt you,The Righteous periſheth 
and noman laietb it to heart, aud merciful men are tahen away, ' 
none conſidering that the Righteous is taken away fromthe evil 
70 come, 'Our dear Brother now deceaſed was a Righteous 
man, yea a Preacher of Righteouſneſs. The Lord you ſce 
hath raken him away ; Oh what evilis ro come } When ſuch 
as he are hous'd s what dreadful Norms may' there be 
like ro fall? Brethren, the holy Miniſters of God, are the 
peoples Life-guard, The Chariozs of Iſrael and the Hoyſemen 
thereof, 2 Kings 13.14. They axe anointed Cherubs that Co- 
ver. They are a Shelter and a Covering from the Storm, 
and from the Rain, Sometimes whey are called Shepherds , 
and the buſineſs of a Shepherd isto keep and ſavethe Flock, 
| Sometimes they are called Angels ; and Angels are the Guar- 

dians of the Lords people + They Guard, and Cover, and 
Prore& a People. Bt, : 

Now this they do while they infirut# them ſo ro walk, that 
wrath may not come upon them while they Intercede with 
Ged, and ſtand up inthe breach , to'keep'ourt the Indigna» 
tion that is flowing in vpon it. A praying Miniſter ( and 
ſuch a ore have you loſt ) one that bare you on his Heart 
continually before the Lord (( ag Haron did the names of If- 
ral on his Breaſt plate ) I ſay a praying Miniſter , is a: Pro- 
re&ion to the People. Irs true, the fervent Prayers ef the 
meaneſt Saint, are an Inciedible defence to any place, to 
ſave it from the Nrokes of God, And therefore even they 
, are tiled Intercrſſors, Iſa, $9.1 6. Becauſe they mediate with 
God when he is Angry, and by their zealous Stpplications 
hold bis hands. Bur yer however, thorph ir be a certain 
| truth that God hath much reſpe& to the Petiricns of his 
weakeſt Servantszyca rhough perhaps ſome private Chriſtians 
way Excel a holy Miniſter in Prayer; yer God hath more 
regard to the Intreaties of his faithful Minifters,who have a 
ſpecial Charge, and commiſſion ro be his Remembrancers jor 
the good of that Pcople, which he commirerh to their 
charge 3 and their Petitions are of more avail ard power 
with God both to Provure his Bleflings, and avert his Judg.= 
hs ments, 


(24) 

ments, Moſes and Aaron among the Prieſts,and Samuel among. 
th:m that call on his Name 8 They called upon the Lord, and he 
en{[wered them, Plal. 99, 6. Why doubtleſs, ſo he heard the 
Prayers of his other Saints, Bur theſe his holy Prieſts and 
Prophets had the Ear of God ( as ſpecial Favourites have 
their Princes Ears ) and could be Heard and Anſwered, when 
others were denied Acceſs and Audieyxice. And this is nar 
obſcurely Intiwared in thar Proreſtstion of the Lord ro 1/- 
raet, concerning their approaching Deſolations Exeþ.14, 14. 
Thougb theſe three men, Noah, Danicl, and Job were in ity 
they ſhould deliver but their own ſouls. By which, he infinu- 
arers that when the abſolute Decree is once gone forch, ir 
can by no means be revok'd 3 ſohe ſuggeſts withal, thar if 
it had been feaſible theſe holy Proph: rs would have done it 
( 9. 4. ) were thoſe three men in Iſrael, they would pur me 
ro it hard, and try me fſhrewdly co forbear the Land, I 
ſhould be hardly able ro denythem. He ſaid he would deſtroy 
them, had not Moſes flood before bim in the breach, to turn a- 
way his wrath, Pſal. 106.23. Oh how did Moſes ſtand a- 
ainſt himz- and bind the Hands of the Almighty , when he 
was abourt.ro ſtrike. Sotharthe Lord intreats, and flatters 
with him to let bim aloe, Exod. 32.16, While ſuch as Mg- 
ſes are Interceflors for a People y God forbears, he holds his 
Hands,and reſtrains his Indignatien ; as he that means to 
ſtrike, obſerves what ſtrength there will be likely to oppoſe 
him : And when he looks and ſees, thar there is no Interceſ- 
ſor,cthen he goes on with his deſign, T/a, $9.16. Then bis Arm 
brings Salvation to him , and be puts on the Garments of 

Vengeance. | 
Brerhren, you are in greater danger then you are aware, 
by che removal of your Praying Miniſter ; For you have loſt 
one Interceflor, if- any breach ſhould happen berween God 
and you. Yea, you have loſt your Covering, if a ſtorm of 
Wrath ſhould fall, So thatir may be ſaid of you as ir was 
onceof Iſrael when Moſes was a way,that you are naked; And 
what, arc you in Laoieca's caſe indeed > Do you ot hnow 
that you are naked? Are you naked and are you nor afraid ? 
Are you naked and not aſhamed ? This would become a 
ſtare of Innocence indzed; in which ir was obſerved of 


Adam agd his Wife, that they were both nakeds and were not 
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upan.the Earth, upon the Lands, upon this 
yay; place.n 5 patho Gee Re then | am abjers 
xpreſs... Alas» 4las, you arc uncovered, . whether you know 
x 94a or Qo. And it. is perbaps ſome mercy, that you are 
nac:quire uncavergd.: Here ſpend your Tears, and you halt 
RN licanons Torre, Thar is, the firſt branch of Dire= 
&ion z Weep foryarr ſelves*:' For the (ng thar you have doicy 
and forthe Zudgments.char you may be like.ro fuffer,, -. *.. . 


{26 ;Lherc js a ſecond yer behinds: and [| have done, Wee 
ave Children. - Weep nor for me, ſairh Chriſt, but wee} 
for your ſclycs, andfor your Children, 4nd why for chem F, 
Feeupytheir Chil cen were to bear a ſhare, and ſuffer wirt 
them in the wrath-thar was avout ro come upen them » As. 

ou;may ſees Luke. 19. 43.; For the days (hall come | 
> Claich -our Saviour that .chine. enemics ſhall caſt. « 
Teach abour thee ,, and compaſs thee round, and keep thee 
mon eycry, fide,und (hall lay . cayen with the ground,eue@ 

y Cbildres with thee. Brethren, if you have any Tears lefry 
rop:a few upon: your Children: You are nor able co foreſee 


whapmiſeries your lictle-oges may be reſeryed for : And ve- - 


rily their danger is incteaſcd as well as yours, by this irokee 
For you have loſt:'a Catech.ſer, as well as 8 Preacher z your 
know whar care and pains he rook, and what a. Gift and Fa- 
culcy he had in inſtilling holy Knowledg inco your Childreng 
and your lircle ones, while he had liberty in Publick, an& 
ſtrength wich — in Private. - He took a very great 
d&ighr ro ramper with chem,and ro role them on roche troty 
Waics of Ged by: all the -means thac he was able co deviſe. 
Ic was his very laſt defign C As he was alwaies full of holy 
Proje&s ) to rake ſome Courſe, that Children might be more 
generall Principled in the Grounds ,and Fundamentals of 
Religiony rhen theyare, And 1 am very, well affured, char 
many of your Children 5 haye ſuch Liquor poured into thens 
by his means, thart chey will reliſh of it as long as they have 
adayco live, and ir may be bleſs the Lord and him for ics 
- tall Ercrnicq, And therefore you have canſc enough is 
weep 


\ 
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Tcacb, not your ſetves only, bur your Childres t00, anil Babe 
th:m hnew the way of the Lord, Norto feed rhe Shbeeponly, 
bur to l.ad the Lambs too, anfl.co bear them in his Boſora , 
as ghe expreſſion is, Iſs 4e-,11. Ihave done with the Di+ 
g<Rions, Weep for your Jetves, and fpr your Children. + 

And now for the cloſe of all,\-ſay again, Weep not for bing 
his ſorrow certainly , is turned 'nty Joy ; and rherefore ſo ler 
yours be alſo, He hath receiv'd rhar Blefſed Senrence, Welt 
done good and faithful Servant , enter into thy Maſters To: 
And "ler we rej] you 4 1 ſpeak gr upon good afforance Ye 
Wene Triumphantly to Glory « An Entrance was Mittifired to 
bim abundantly injo the Heavenly Kingdom. As be drew near- 
er Heaven ( cil} his diſcaſe prevailed agamft his reaſon Yhe 


 grewftill. mare Heavenly, When Grace and Glory were 


abour ro Joyn, Grace in him was moſt Glorious. Oh with 
what Exrafics and Raviſhmentsof Spirir did he flic away 
Incd the Bofor of wv ear ! FF 
" Thaye bur one wotd ro add, and ic istharof the Apoſtle, 
Heb, 13, Remember bim that bad ſometimes the Rule over you, 


wha/bath ſpoken > you the word of the Lord, whoſe Feith ſol- 


tow, conſidering the end of - bis converſation, And thar way 


-bleffed end indeed: Remember him 3 - to follow him in 


cher was excmplaiy in him , whether concerning Faith, or 
Life, thar walking in the boy way that he did, you may ar 
laft come ro the h*ppy End and Pl4tt where hes 


FINIS. 
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